ONS 


a 


AMERICA’S SPORTS BIBLE FOR PREVIEWS AND PREDICTI 


pe 
AES ss 


AN OFFICIAL 
PUBLICATION 

OF THE ssh 
NFL PLA 


r This is 8: CD-ROM game, i e 
Nn a realistic simulation of’what it feels like to suit up and ‘walk onto the * 43 
; field with the strains of Hank Williams Jr: Stinging in\your ears. (And \@ 
let's face“it, it’s the only way/you'll ever be on Monday. Night Football, 
pal.)-1ts Crammed with stats, Strategy and 36, years, of ABC Sports 
experience. The only things missing, are the commercials. Experience. > 
Lp = the ct of ABC’ ‘Ss Monday Night Football ’ 
BAL . 


eet airy \ Ve < . : ; e 
: Aa pene bi we: {ebd 
he d rig 


©1007 ObSpene- 0" au aTS GesERVEO A Pacaredts wre ough tne cepbuee cleptoied Oltialy i \ L 
Be de Tu Py ie nara ORD ha Le Noe treme A, Veg Active} 
aro rogisiored trademsiks of he tenth ciated: NFL and th NRL shel ait pee tragéemarts ofthe NFAY 1996 NFLP: 

a Kes P54 


Sal Schiliro _VP/Publisher 
Gerard Kavanagh 
Tony Vecchione 
Peter Leonardo 
Darby Holmes 
Les Kovach 

Bob Barthelmes. 


Editor 

Art Director 
Associate Art Director 
Production Manager 
Assistant Editor 
Creative Consultant 


Gib Chapman. 


Brett Garfinkel 
Andrew Sobel 

Ann Marie DeNapoli 
Sonia Castro 


Advertising Director 


Account Manager 
Account Manager 
Assistant to Publisher 
Advertising Assistant 


Advertising Offices 


New York 
Advance Publications, Inc. 
342 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10017 
212-880-8698 


Atlanta 
Dennis Dougherty 
D.W. Dougherty & Company 
3040 Shinnecock Hills Drive, 
Duluth, GA 30155 
770-495-1344 


Chicago 
Joe Guenther, Peter Guenther, David Librizzi 
The Guenther Company 
625 North Michigan Ave., Suite 1001, 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312-335-9001 


Detroit 
Ed Fisher 
Ed Fisher & Company 
1033 Putney 
Birmingham, Mi 48009 
810-540-0948 


Los Angeles 
Bill Reis, Jim Peacock, Brian Van Mols. 
The Reis Company 
275 Centennial Way, Suite 107, 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-505-1044 


New England 
Mary Joe Clark. 
25 Old Colony Road 
Wellesley, MA 02181 
617-237-2439 


Street & Smith's (s a registered trademark of 
‘American City Business Journals, Inc. published through 
the Street & Smith’s Sports Group division. 
Copyright @ 1997 by the Street & Smith's Sports Group 
Editorial and Executive Offices: 

‘942 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 


American City Business Journals 


Chairman & CEO Ray Shaw 
President Whitney Shaw 
Vice President/Annuals Sal Schiliro 
Vice President/Motorsports Mark Ethridge 
Vice President/Operations Kirk Shaw 
Controller Wedge Abels 


Street & Smith's Baseball on sale March 4,1997. 
Street & Smith's Pro Football on sale June 24,1997 
Street & Smith's College Football on sale July 15,1997 
Street & Smith's Basketball on sale September 16,1997 
Street & Smith's College Basketball on sale October 14,1997 
Single copies: in U.S. and possessions, $4.95, 
in Canada, $5.50. 

We cannot accept responsibilty for unsolicited manuscripts or 
artwork. Any material submitted must include return postage. 
Printed in the USA. 

Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


FROM THE EDITOR 


Street & Smith’s kicks off with 
broader coverage than ever before. 


fter dominating the first two Super Bowls in 1967-68, the Green 
Bay Packers went on an extended leave from the National Foot- 

ball League championship game. But led by quarterback Brett 
Favre, the two-time NFL Most Valuable Player, the Packers regained pos- 
session of the Super Bowl trophy in January with a 35-21 triumph over the 
New England Patriots. It was a record 12th title for the franchise. 

Staying on top is now the challenge for coach Mike Holmgren and gen- 
eral manager Ron Wolf. The Dallas Cowboys and the San Francisco 49ers, 
winners in six of the previous eight Super Bowls, can tell them how diffi- 
cult itis to repeat. The fans in Green Bay don't care to hear such talk. After 
all, they still recall legendary coach Vince Lombardi, who successfully 
defended championships three times. Of course, Lombardi never faced 
the problem of having to replace his Super Bowl MVP. 

After returning a kickoff 99 yards against the Patriots, Desmond 
Howard kept on running, leaving Green Bay via free agency for Oakland, 
the team the Packers defeated in Super Bowl II. Howard hopes to help 
new quarterback Jeff George resurrect Oakland's dormant vertical pass- 
ing game and put the Raiders back in the Super Bowl for the first time 
since 1984 (the last time the AFC won the game). 

Howard's defection was symptomatic of the player movement brought 
about by free agency. More than ever before, teams are reaching out to 
players to fill a specific need. As a result, coaches are under more pressure 
; than ever and sense more impatience from owners and fans to win. When 
: the 1997 NFL season begins on August 31, there will be 11 new coaches 
roaming the sidelines. Dom Capers, the only coach the Carolina Panthers 
have had in their two years of existence, is now the dean of the NFC West. 
Meanwhile, George Seifert, who reached 100 victories faster than any oth- 
er coach, found himself out of a:job in San Francisco. 

Holmgren said he is “amazed” that coaches like Chuck Noll, Tom 
Landry, and Don Shula all lasted more than 20 years in the same place: Noll 
in Pittsburgh, Landry in Dallas, and Shula in Miami. Shula won a record 
347 games in his career, including 17 with the 1972 Dolphins, the only unde- 
feated team in pro football history. We sat down with the Hall of Fame coach 
as he discussed the unforgettable moments and players from that team, and 
we are pleased to have Shula share that special season with the readers of 
Street & Smith’s. His story appears on page 62. 

We are also pleased to announce that readers can now follow Street & 
Smith's Pro Football throughout the 1997 season on SportsFan On-Line 
(http://www. sfan.com) and on the SportsFan Radio Network. Get the 
great previews, as well as features, profiles, news, statistics, and weekly 
updates from the preseason through the Super Bowl. 
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CREATE YOUR OWN 
SUPER TEAM 

Tecmo Super Bowl allows the user 
to trade any player, to any team, 
at any time. With this feature you 
have the ability to create your own 
Super Team. Just be careful when 
you're playing a friend. You had 
better make sure he didnt set you 
up. The only advice we can give 
is check your opponent roster. 


LIVE COMMENTARY 
Tecmo Super Bowls announcer 
gives true play by play 
commentary, not just an occasional 
phrase or two. If perhaps you think 
he’ an idiot, you always have the 
option of turning him off. 


TOURNAMENT MODE 
Over the years Tecmo Super Bowl 
players have let us 
know about the friendly 
competitions which sometimes 
take place. This new version has 
a built in tournament mode for a 


total of 8 players playing one on 
one till one of the players wins the 
tournament. Chips and drinks are 
sadly not included. 


DIFFICULTY LEVELS 
Knowing that some people havent 
been playing Tecmo Super Bowl 
for years we've included 3 difficulty 
settings. Easy, Normal and Hard. 
Our football game gives you the 
ability to grow with the game. 
Internally we call this a screen save 
‘cause you don't have to throw a 
rock through the TV screen when 
you get frustrated with the game. 


INSTANT REPLAY 

If you want to analyze the last 
several seconds of play, simply 
Pause the game and start the 
instant replay. In addition you can 
go frame by frame to fully analyze 
all of the action. Then again, you 
may not want to see the 
interception again, and again, and 
again, and again. 


NEW RECORDS & STATS 
Tecmo’ stats engine has always 
been |. This year we've 
added the ability to keep the stats 
from any player in any position 
even if its only for 1 play during 
the entire season. Heres your one 
and only chance to re-write the 
record book. 


NEW PLAYBOOK 
From the game play menu, you 
now have access to the entire 
playbook for the immediate play. 
...for more plays than you can 
possibly want, use, call, send-in, 
modify, change, and/or run as the 
case may be. 


VARIABLE WEATHER 
CONDITIONS 


Ordinary football games sometimes 
have weather conditions. So far 
as we know, Tecmo Super Bowl is 
the only game to actually change 
the weather during the game. So 
one minute it could be raining, 


ros 
‘ 


Visit Tecmo Interactive at: http://www.tecmo.co.jp 
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= ERT 
and then it could start snowing, 
or then again stop or actually its 
too variable to give you all of the 
possible scenarios. 


MORE, MORE AND MORE 
We've tried to highlight some of 
the most important new features 
of Tecmo Super Bow! for the Sony 
PlayStation. Obviously there are 
more features than we can possibly 
list. Tecmo Super Bowl is one of 
the most realistic and sophisticated 
football simulators ever created. 
Aside from all of the technical 
improvements, think about the 
following: 


1 TECMO® SUPER BOWL™ 
1 SONY™ PLAYSTATION™ 
1 TELEVISION 

+ 2 OR MORE PLAYERS 


GREAT FOOTBALL FUN. 
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7 FEATURES 


39 Dream Team is. 
Presenting the best OE Ss 
46 New Kids ofthe Block™ 


Bucs, Seahawks, Rams, Ravens, who losta total of 56 games last 
ae canrivere allio pan nerein REY BeCe NELETACE by Anthony Gargano 


if Coaching C Carousel 


stopped for the 1997 season, there were 111\ faces, 
by Don Pierson, 


BUYING A SATELLITE DISH TO SEE THE FOOTBALL 
YOU WANT CAN LEAVE YOU JUST AS FLAT. 


With PRIMESTAR’, you can get all the football you want without taking a hit for a ton of money. Because we don’t make 
you buy the dish. You'll see over 100 NFL games and more college football than you ever dreamed’. And since we've added 
more of the sports channels you want, you'll have more sports action than ever. But here's the best part. 

All the sports channels are grouped together. So you can watch as many games as you want, and you'll 
always know where they are. In fact, we've grouped all 160 of our channels®. Making Primestar as 


easy to watch as it is to get. No wonder we're the best value in satellite TV, Call 1-800-PRIMESTAR. 
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Reading between the lines:offast season’s final stats. by STATS Inc, 


16 Targets 


Where today’s players stand among the NFL's all-time greats. 


7 NFL Players Special Section 


Behind the scenes with the stars, 


164 Fantasy 


The inside track on strategy and hidden performers, by Dennis LePore 


168 1996 Official NFC & AFC Final Stats 
=a, 182 Super Bowl Recap 
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“My gray hair and mustache 
made me look like an old 
timer, until Just For Men®” 


Rollie Fingers 


ro 


Strike out the gray 2 cs 
in just 5 minutes ¥ AFTER 


with Just For Men® 
Just For Men’ is specially timed to blend away y 


gray hair in 5 minutes...without changing your 
natural color. It takes just 5 minutes. Gray is gone, 
the look of your own natural color is back. Just For 
Men conditions hair, too. Leaves it thicker, shinier, 
healthier looking. 

And if gray hair is sneaking into your 
mustache, beard or sideburns, you need Just For 
Men® Gel. This rich, no-drip gel brushes in fast 
and stays put to penetrate that hard-to-color gray. 
5 minutes later, the gray is blended away for a 
totally natural look. 

Just For Men Shampoo-In Formula and 
Brush-In Gel. Proven over 56 million times by 
men like you. 


nd away Bray 
Bis minutes 


Blends akiy ray ingraes 
epoana 


For Free Men's Grooming Guide Plus Coupons, send request to: 
Just For Men, Box 328, White Plains, NY 10602-0328 
Internet address: www justtormen.com 
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Who breaks the most tackles? 


hich running backs are more likely to plow over the defense 
when they get the ball? The table below shows those who 
broke the most tackles per rush/reception in 1996. (Players are 
credited with breaking tackles only when their progress is sig- (* 


nificantly impeded.) 


With Chris Warren hobbled by injuries last year, Lamar Smith EE . 
got a chance to show Seattle what he could do. On the way to << ) 
averaging 4.4 yards per carry, Smith averaged nearly one broken A 
tackle for every six times he touched the ball, tops in the NFL. & 

Bigger backs are more likely to break tackles than smaller 4 
ones. The 10 here weigh an average of 227 pounds. Only Barry 
Sanders (at 203) and Larry Centers (at 215) are below 220 pounds. 


Which team goes for it most on fourth down? 


ho throws caution to the wind and 

attempts to convert on fourth down? 

The top of the chart (right) lists the teams that 

since 1993 have tried to convert most often; 

the bottom of the chart lists those who fared 
best in their attempts to move the chains. 

Bill Parcells has never been afraid of 


Go for it! 


aa 


oS 


going for it on fourth down. New England has 
led the league in fourth-down conversion 
attempts over the last four seasons. In fact, 
the Patriots took nearly 50 percent more 
chances than the No. 2 team, the New York 
Jets. New England converted 49.3 percent, 
almost the NFL average. 

Despite all the criticism 
that was leveled at Dallas 
head coach Barry Switzer fol- 
lowing his fourth-and-one 
decision in a game against 
Philadelphia in 1995, the Cow- 
boys have been the most suc- 
cessful team in the league at 
converting fourth downs into 
firsts in recent years. 


Reading 


between the 
lines of last 


TEAM 


Patriots 
Jets 
Bengals 
Bears 
Dolphins 
49ers 
Chiefs 
Colts 
Rams 
Chargers 
NFL Avg. 


TEAM. ‘SUCCESS PCT, 


Cowboys 
49ers 
Bears 
Dolphins 
Chiefs 
Colts 
Chargers 
Packers 
Bills 
Browns/Ravens 
NFL Avg. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


season’s stats. 


by STATS Inc. 


ATTEMPTS 


136 
92 
79 
7 
74 
71 
71 
70 
70 
69 
62 


62.5 
62.0 
59.7 
58.1 
54.9 
54.3 
53.6 
51.0 
51.0 
50.9 
49.8 
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NFL Replica Jersey 
Nylon/tricot/mesh with team accents and players 
name/number (as teams wear). Made in the USA. 


Most NFL teams available. 

Child sizes: (6-8), M(10-12), L{14-16), XL(18-20) $35 
NOTE: Child sizes not available with sleeve numbers. 

Adult sizes: 40, 44, 46, 48, 52,54 $40 

Item# FNNJ 


Kid’ sizes: S(3), M(4-5), L(6X-7) $30 
Toddler sizes: 2T, 37, 4T $22 
Item# EKKJ 


Grid Iron Cap 
Wool-blend styling with an all-over woven check pattern, 
embroidered team logo on front and an adjustable velcro strap 
closure back with team name accent. Imported. 


Most NFL teams available. = 
Item# EGIC $17 


NFL Pro Line Workout Shirt £ 


Heavyweight cotton blend with extra 
long body and ribbed crew neck. 
Made in the USA and imported. 


All NFL teams available in grey or white. 


All-American Trainer 
Brushed nylon stain- and rain-resistant shell\with 


team color striping. Embroidered team logo on left Child sizes: S,M,L,XL $13 
chest, arched team name across the back. Imported. | Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL $16 
All NFL teams available. Item# FGWT 


Youth sizes: S,M,L,XL $50 


‘Adult sizes: M, L. XL, XXL. $60 NFL Pro Line Mesh Shorts 


Twollayer nylon mesh with a drawstring 
oie waistband. Team name on front. Made 
NFL Mini Helmet | jn the usa and imported 

Styled much the same | aj] NFL teams available. 

as the helmets you see | Aciuitt sizes: M(32-34), L(36-38), XL(40-42), 


on the field. Imported 27. Item# Fi 
5° x 6 3/4" x 4 3/4". oer NS aera 


Most NFL teams eee rs 
available. Dhawmpicow i 
Item# FMMH $25 ae 


etnies] 


Item# FAAP 


Order by phone, fax or mail. 
All major credit cards accepted. 
Call: 1-800-PRO-TEAM; Fax: 561-221-1044; 
Write: Dept. SSF97 3000 SW 42 Ave., Palm City, FL 34990 
Shipping for US orders: Up to $50 add $5.99; $50.01 to $100 add $7.99; 
Over $100 add $9.99. Call for international rates. Florida residents add 6% sales tax. 


Ask for our free catalog! [SSF97] 


Who can't 
hang onto 
the hall? 


ot every running back can be 

trusted with the football when 
his team is attempting to protect a 
lead. Listed below are the players 
who fumbled on the highest percent- 
age of their touches last year (with 
touches defined as rushing attempts 
plus receptions): 


TOUCHES FUM. PCT. 
Tyrone Wheatley, Giants 124 «5 4,03 
Leonard Russell, Chargers 232 6 2,59 
LeShon Johnson, Cardinals 156 4 2.56 
Mike Alstott, Buccaneers 161 4 2,48 
Lamar Smith, Seahawks 162 4 2.47 
Mario Bates, Saints W774 2.26 
Leroy Hoard, Rav.-Pan.-Vik, 136 3 2,21 
Harvey Williams, Raiders 143° «3 «(210 
Jerome Bettis, Steelers 34207 «(2.05 
Rashaan Salaam, Bears 150 3 2.00 


(Minimum 100 touches) 


The Giants’ Tyrone Wheatley wins 
the 1996 Butterfingers Award. His 
struggles can be traced to a three- 
game stretch in November and Decem- 
ber when he coughed up the ball three 
times in the span of 26 carries. Wheat- 
ley, suffering from an ankle sprain, had 
just three rushing attempts in the 
Giants’ final two games. 

One common thread runs through 
four of the top five players above: They 
are young and relatively inexperi- 
enced. Mike Alstott was a rookie in 
1996, Wheatley was an NFL sopho- 
more, and LeShon Johnson and Lamar 
Smith were third-year players who 
entered the season with fewer than 50 
NFL touches. 
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Who takes best 
advantage 
of mistakes? 


here’s nothing that can change the 

momentum of a game more quick- 
ly than a turnover. And when a team is 
able to capitalize on a turnover with a 
quick score, the results can be devas- 
tating for the opposition. Here are the 
most opportunistic teams, and the points 
they scored off turnovers in 1996: 


San Diego 
Green Bay 
New England 
Pittsburgh 


Thanks to their NFL-leading 44 take- 
aways, the Bengals were able to outscore 
their opponents by three points despite 
being outgained by 244 total yards. But 
success on the field requires more than an 
ability to take the ball away. A team must 
also avoid giving it back to the opposition. 

At right are those teams that allowed 
the fewest points off giveaways last year: 


& 


i? 


=— 
8s 
7 
It’s no coincidence that the Super Bowl 
champion Packers were the only team to 
show up on both of these lists. They led 
the league in points scored and fewest 


points allowed by holding on to the ball 
on offense and taking it away on defense. 


44 
48 
55 
62 
62 


Green Bay 
Washington 
San Francisco 
Miami 
Carolina 


Show me the money receivers! 


he players listed on the right really 
came through in the 
clutch in ‘96, They led 
the league in first- | f 
down receptionson ete 
third down. 
When it came 
time to keep a drive 
alive, no receiver in 
the league made his 
agent happier than Jack- 
sonville’s Jimmy Smith, who also 


yards in his second full season in 
the league. Little wonder that the @, 
Jaguars showed him the money, 
inking Smith to a two-year 
contract extension before 
the ‘96 season was over. 
Cris Carter continues to 
show why he’s money in 
the bank for Minnesota. 
He's the only player in the 
NFL to rank in the top five 
in this category in each of the 
last four seasons. Viking team- 
mate Jake Reed also came 
through in the clutch, 
leading the league in 


paced the AFC with 1,244 nf 


first-down catches on 
third-and-long (more 
than 8 yards to go). 
Wayne Chrebet 
was one of the few 
Jets who lived up 
to expectation 
last year, but 
will new coach 
Bill Parcells show 
him the same kind 
of confidence that 
Rich Kotite showed 
him? If not, Chrebet will 
probably be looking for his 
money elsewhere. 
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Show your expertise! If you answer these P77 === SRE cae Se ee 


i i 1 FLEER FOOTBALL CHALLENGE | 
three questions correctly, you will be |, Mallyouranswers are correct, you will be entered into the drawing. 
f 4 c You could win the top prize of two tickets to an NFL regular seasot 
entered into a drawing, and you could win © game in your home city, or you could be one of 40 winners of a box © 
i « 1 of Fleer Football Cards! Fill in your answers, and all your personal I 
the top prize: two tickets to a 1997 NFL 1 information, and return to: STREET & SMITH SPORTS GROUP, 1 
e b 1 342 MADISON AVE, SUITE 2010, NEW YORK NY 10017 1 
regular season game in your home city! 40, ie 1 
respondents with all correct answers will ! your 1 
2 | ANSWERS — — —— 
also be drawn, and will receive a box of ,; iMG ——————— 
Fleer Football Cards! Your entry must be ! 2B) stat He ; 
3 (A) (B)(C) teteprone # ¢ ) 
postmarked by September 1, 1997. gs) ESI es 


az Which of these run- Which of these 

H ning backs rushed defensive players 
ans for the most yard- m got the most 

age in 1996? sacks in 1996? 


Which of these 

quarterbacks 

threw for the 
most yards in 1996? 


A TERRELL Davis A Bruce Smita 


FINI WWELOO1 83911 


(and can’t) air it out? 


Ai Al Davis! The Oakland Raiders owner loves the 
vertical passing game, having built his offense around it 
for decades. The only problem is, over the last few years, his 
pitchers have come up short when it comes to throwing long. 
Among those who qualified for the ‘96 NFL passing title , the 
five quarterbacks listed at the top of the chart (above, right) had 
the best rating when their passes traveled at least 20 yards. 
Though the 49ers’ offense is based on quick slants, cross- 
ing routes, and throws into the flat, that doesn’t mean San Fran- 
cisco won't air it out occasionally. And why not? Steve Young 
has led this category for three years running, with a cumula- 


Whose bombs were caught... 
comp. ATT. 

Steve Young 36 

Jim Kelly 16 44 

Mike Tomczak = 21 47 

Brett Favre 25 82 

Jim Harbaugh 19 53 


PCT, INT. 


38.9 2 
36.4 
44.7 
30.5 
35.8 


RATING 


103.0 
95.8 
95.5 
90.9 
89.0 


... and whose bombs fell harmlessly last year? 
comp, _ ATT. PCT. 1) INT, 

Troy Aikman 10 52 19.2 

Trent Dilfer 14 57 24.6 

Dave Brown s 47 19.1 

Dave Krieg 5 3 16.1 

Bobby Hebert 13 55 23.6 


RATING 


16.4 
28.9 
32.0 
32.3 
41.9 


tive rating of 115.6 over that period, when his passes travel at 
least 20 yards. Brett Favre has a cannon, and he’s not afraid to 
use it. No one could top his total of 82 long throws in ‘96. 

During his 1995 Super Bow! run, Troy Aikman completed 
40 percent of his 20+ yard passes for four scores and only one 
interception, building a rating of 110.4. So consider his 16.4 rat- 
ing in ‘96 a one-year blip. As for the bottom five names on the 
chart, Dave Krieg and Bobby Hebert are out of starting jobs, 
and some people feel Trent Dilfer and Dave Brown should be 
as well. In his two years as a starter, Dilfer has three touchdowns 
and 13 interceptions when he’s attempted to air it out. 


xhausted defenses make for easy prey. 

But these offenses did the best job of 
letting their teammates across the line catch 
their breath. The teams whose offenses had 
the fewest three-and-out drives in 1996 are 
listed in the chart, at right. 

Five of these top six teams made the play- 
offs, and the Oilers were in the hunt until the 
final weeks of the season. The Packers, Steel- 


ers, Broncos, Eagles, Oilers, and Raiders all 
had defensive units that ranked in the top eight 
in the NFL a year ago. Strong running games 
certainly help an offense avoid three-and-out 
drives, and few rushing attacks were better 
than those powered by Edgar Bennett, Jerome 
Bettis, Terrell Davis, Ricky Watters, Eddie 
George, and the duo of Napoleon Kaufman 
and Harvey Williams. 
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A Sprint NFL Pager—so you always know the score 


A Sprint NFL Pager is a versatile performer. It can update you on all the 
games . .. plus lets you stay in touch with your family, your buddies or the office. 


¢ Customize your pager with your favorite NFL team logo 
Receive continuous CNN Interactive™ updates on sports, 
news and more with the alphanumeric pager 


a ° 
* Get unlimited paging for a flat thly rate ——= 
et unlimited paging for a flat monthly rate =F Sprint. 


Make the right move — Pha 
call 1-888-8MY-TEAM to Foner a eM 


io) th for local numeric pager for fist sx months of service: $13 a month thereat 
t Land the NFL Shield logo are registered trademarks ofthe National Foo _ 3 uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams i 
rnt Communications Company LP. http: /jwww:sprint.com/paging 


Build Your Own Dynasty & Play... 


yA 


ivi 
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MSNBC Sports 


jar 


Football 


http://fantasyfootball.msnbe.com 


Two Ways To Play... 
Over The Internet or By Phone... 


LOOK AT THE GREAT CASH PRIZES THE BEST OWNERS WILL EARN 


inish ish inish inish nish pet 
Ist nd 3rd 4th th 0 
$15,000] | §: 000 $100 
CASH CASH 
W l $100 $50 $40 $30 $20 $10 
CASH | | CASH || CASH | | CASH || CASH | | CASH 


WV 


Get your team reports and make 
transactions weekly over the Internet at 
hitp://fantasyfootball.msnbe.com 


SCORING 
PASSING | KICKING 
Passing TD...... 3Points | Field Goal....... 3 Points 
+20 Passing Yds....1 Point | Extra Point ....... 1 Point 
RECEIVING DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 
Receiving TD. ....3Points | Shutout........ 15 Points 
++10 Receiving Yds. 1 Point | 1-10 Pts Allowed . 10 Points 
2 pt. Conversion . . 2 Points | 11-20 Pts Allowed . 5 Points 
|RUSHING Safety . 2 Points 
Rushing TD.......6 Points | Any Defensive or 
++10 Rushing Yds... 1 Point | Special Teams TD . 6 Points 
2 pt. Conversion . . 2 Points | TEAM VICTORY 
OTHER O's BY PLAYER Each Player ..... 3 Points 
Any other 1D ....6 Points | Defense/Special . . 3 Points 


Such as KO Return, Punt Return, 
Interception Return or a Recovery 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team’s total 
points. The team with the highest point total will be first 
and the team with the lowest point total will be last. 

#To determine overall standings, all teams in The MSNBC 
Fantasy Football Game are sorted by each team’s total 
points. 

Points are accumulated weekly for all 22 starting players 
and defense/special teams. The week begins with games 
played on Thursday and ends with games played on 
Monday. The game begins with Week 1. 

For each of your starting players whose NFL team wins 
that week, you will get three points. If your starting 
defense wins that week, you will get three points. 

Detense points allowed is based on the final score of the 
game versus the defense/special team selected. 


LET THE BEST NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS Earn POINTS FOR YOUR TEAM! 


‘#Two point conversion points are awarded to the player 
scoring the conversion. 

Teams will receive 0.05 points for each passing yard and 
0.10 points for each receiving or rushing yard. 

Yards {rom defense/special teams’ returns do not count. 

‘All points accumulated by the players on the starting lineup, 
regardless of what position they play during the season, 
contribute to a team's point totals. 

A player's points are added to your team's point totals only 
during the weeks that he is in your starting lineup. 

‘Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team’s point 
totals for the weeks they are not in the starting lineup. 

Points by a player before he was on your roster do not count. 

‘Pre-season, play-off, and pro bow! points do not contribute 
to your team’s point totals. 

To determine weekly winners each Tuesday, the point totals 
from games played the previous § days (Thursday-Monday) 
will be used. First weekly prizes will be awarded 
Sept. 9, 1997, and based on games played September 7-8. 


of te 


any mix of players & 


VAL) NO) PLAYER 


NO PLAYER ™ VAL 
231 KIRBY, TERRY 2270 | 261 GREEN, ROBERT CHI 1210 
232 HOLMES, DARICK 2260 | 262 GREEN, HAROLD STL 1200 
233 LEVENS, DORSEY 2240 | 263 BYARS, KEITH NE 1170 
234 RUSSELL, LEONARD SD 2130 | 264 TILLMAN, LEWIS WA 1150 
235 SMITH, ANTOWAIN 2000 | 265 WHEATLEY, TYRONE NYG 1130 
236 DUNN, WARRICK 2000 | 266 FLETCHER, TEMRELL SD 1110 
237 PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE STL 1990 | 267 JOHNSON, LESHON ARZ 1090 
238 LOVILLE, DEREK 1970 | 268 JOHNSTON, OARYL DAL 1080 
239 HEARST, GARRISON SF 1960 | 269 WAY, CHARLES NYG 1060 
240 BYNER, EARNEST 1940 | 270 ZELLARS, RAY NO 1060 
281 THOMAS, RODNEY WOU 1940 | 271 JOHNSON, JONNY SF 1050 
242 ANDERS, KIMBLE 1930 | 272 WHITE, LORENZO BAL 1030, 
243 HARMON, RONNIE WOU 1890 | 273 BROWN, GARY SD 1010 
244 PEGRAM, ERRIC 1830 | 274 CARTER, KI-JANA CIN 1010 
| 245 CRAVER, AARON 1830 | 275 MCELROY, LEELAND ARZ 1000 
246 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON RAL 1830, REGGIE NY 1000 
287 WILL, GREG 1760 i, AARON SD 1000 
248 SMITH, LAMAR 1620 | 278 GRANAM, SCOTTIE CIN 1000 
249 LEE, 1600 | 279 BIAKABUTUKA, TIM CAR 1000 


ho Puaten ™ VAL Wo PLAYER TM AL) MO PLAYER TH VAL) NO PLAYER ™ YA 
1 BONIOL, CHRIS PHI 2590 | 101 FAVRE, BRETT ep 6500 | 125 O'DONNELL, NEIL §=MYJ 3210) 201 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 6150 
2 ELAM, JASON” DEN 2590 | 102 ELWAY, JOHN DEN 6160 126 FREROTTE, GUS WAS 3140| 202 MARTIN, CURTIS. NE. 5420 
3 VINTIERI, ADAM NE’ 2590 | 103 YOUNG, STEVE SF G100| 127 KRAMER, ERIK. CHI” 2970| 203 SANDERS, BARRY DET 5300. 
4 muawron Scary Was 2540 | 104 BRUNEiL, Mame JAC Sov0| Y28 OILTER. RENT T®, 2000) 29e warrens,micKY Pm S000 
S$ EARWEY, OK SO 2500 | 105 BLEDSOE! DREW NE 5770| 129 CUMMING, RANOALL MIN 2170) 29s Day ERM BEN aoee 
6 JOHNSON, NORM PT. 2460 | 106 BLAKE, JEFF Cin S520 | 130 HEBERT, fer ates] soe ce Tan a 
7 CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 2450 | 107 MARINO, DAN ‘MIA 5440 | 131 ERICKSON, CRAIG MIA 2110 _ 
B PELFREY, DOUG CIN 2440 | 108 TESTAVERDE, VINNY BAL 5320 | 132 JOHNSON, BRAD MIN 2050) 207 WARREN, CHRIS SEA 4600. 
9 KASAY, JOHN CAR 2410 | 109 EVERETT. JIM NO S120| 133 DRUCKENMILLER, im SF 2000] 208 FAULK. MARSHALL IND| 4840, 
10 ANDERSEN, MORTON ATL 2410 110 MOON, WARREN SEA 4930 | 134 TOMCZAK, MIKE Pit 1970, 209GEORGE. EDDIE HOU 4340 
TVANDERSON, GARY PHI 2300 | 111 MITCHELL, SCOTT DET 4900 135 PEETE, ROONEY PHL 1800| 210 AEDULLABAR, ARM MIA 4000 
42STOVER, MATT" BAL 2260 | 112 HUMPHRIES, STAN SO° 4520 | 136 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 1830/ 211 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 3800 
YODELGRECO, AL HOU 2240 | 113 MOSTETLER, JEFF RAL 4440137 GRBAC. ELVIS KC. 1700| 212 BENNETT, EDGAR GB 3470 
‘14 STOYANOVICH, PETE KC 2230 | 114 AIKMAN, TROY DAL 4340 138 BEUERLEIN, STEVE CAR 1680| 213 BETTIS, JEROME PIT 3350 
JSIACKE, CHRIS GB_ 2200 | 115 BROWN, DAVID NYG 4190 |139 PLUMMER, JAKE ARZ 1600| 214 ALLEN. MARCUS KC 3230, 
JGHOLUS, MIKE JAC. 2190 | 116 GEORGE, JEFF RAI 4190 |140 MCNAIR, STEVE MOU 1580| 215 aMPtON, ROONEY NYG 3100 
TTWANSON, JASON DEY 2130 | 117 BANKS, TONY STL 4180 141 DETMER, TY PHI 1490) 216 WuLians, HARVEY AY 3130. 
Yaomen,Govo”” No" 2000 | 178 COUmS. Kenny Gan 3900 | 142 STEWART, KoMDEL rt tago| 216 NRLIAMS. HAR 
19 NEDNEY, JOE MIA 1920 | 119 HARBAUGH, JIM IND 3790/ 143 GRAHAM, KENT = ARZ 1450 . eg | 
‘20 HUSTED, MICHAEL TB 1900 | 120 ESIASON, BOOMER N/A 3700 | 144 REICH, FRANK ca: denn] 295 REBT, KDR | Oe See 
21 BUTLER, KEVIN) = ARZ 1870 | 121 KRIEG, DAVE Wo 1250| 219 HEYWARD, CRAIG STL 2910 
(22 REVEIZ, FUAD ‘MIN 1830 | 122 BONO, STEVE ‘STL 1100] 220 MEANS, NATRONE JAC 2910, 
2atoweRY, wick «NYS. 1740 | 123 MIRER, RICK SUF t000| 221 MORRIS, BYRON BAL 2740 
2A0AEGER, JEFF CHL 1710 | 428 CHANDLER, CHRIS BUF 1000| 222 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 2650 
S5,ETERGON.TooD SEA 1630 223 ALSTOTT, MIKE TB 2570 
An 1620 = a : =*ARMULEE SEE MIA 2500 
3 ORD, COLE RA ie10 [@he\player Steam designation|is|baSed onhis] 225 cris smcer’ ne sacn 
280ALUISO,BRAD NYG 1580 wv 2390 
Paes eye ate Mi team as of May 12, 1997. zapeares, namo Mo zis0 
30 LonMiLLER. CHIP Sr 1550 N/A signifies player was not with 225 MURRELL RDRIAN NYS 2360 
32 WILKINS, JEFF STL 1440 a team as of May 12, 1997. 229 ANDERSOM, JAMAL ATL 2320 
33SISSON, SCOTT == MIN 1200 eee, teen) ee eee 
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Sports 


MSNBC and the 
MSNBC loge are use 


MSNBC logo ae 


onsite 


‘MO 63146, orcall 1 888-676. 


250 BARBER, TIKI 
251 EDWARDS, MARC 
252 GARNER, CHARLIE 
253 MARRIS, RAYMONT 
254 FLOYD, WILLIAM 

255 JOHNSON, ANTHONY 


1600 
1600 
1540 
1480 
1480 
4470 


| 256 Mescerr, oaviD 1440 
257 WALKER, HERSCHEL 4430 
258 BIENIEMY, ERIC 1420 
259 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 1270 
260 BROWN, DEREK NO 1230 Iw 
ities, MSNBC sod the 
perating and aden 
thon entry fern void of al ser 


pA - faatae $15,000 Cash ‘roles 
ry |. Football League 
NBC Football Grand Prize! viavinsz bars 


LINEUP cost or by fax (314) 995-5718 anytime. 
¢ Starting li ists of: © $49.95 for first entry. 
SGnOE 2-Tight Ends # $39.95 foreach addtional entry. ARTING LINEUP 


$10 for standings to be mailed to a second address. 


3-Quarterbacks 6-Wide Receivers @ $10 per address per team for standings to be mailed weekly | POS. NUM ENTER ae 
6-Running Backs —_2-Defense/Special Teams rather than bi-weekly, S————— 
K = 
Starting lineup value cannot exceed $60,000,000. LINEUP CHANGES Kk 
The bench consists of any 11 players and/or defense/special teams. To make lineup changes, a toll-free number and an account =, =e 
They are your backups and may be placed onto your starting lineup for number will be provided, or you may make them on the Internet. | 08) 
any reason (injury, poor performance, etc.) The deadline for weekly lineup changes is Saturday at PM CT |B 
Value cap and position distribution rules do not apply for the bench, but for Sunday and Monday games, or by 9PM CT the night hefore | os ==: 
do apply when switched onto the starting lineup. any other game (changes for Thursday games must be made by | ag 
Unlisted players have a salary of $1,000,000. They must be placed on 9PM Wednesday night). The first roster change deadline is SSS 
the bench until September Sth. Saturday, September 6th. Be — 
The fees for lineup changes are as follow:  ——— — 
LEAGUES Pre-Season Moves (unlimited) 1 each RB 
Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. Bench Switch (unlimited) . 2 each na 
#50 teams form a league. New Player Purchase (limit 10) 5 each = =, 
All teams compete for the overall grand prize. Bye Week Bench Switch (in or out} 1 each re __ = 
¢ Teams may have many of the same players, but no two teams with the - 2 a — 
Sle fee Le inthe ine lane See eae erie Lineup changes must he made by 9PM Central Time on Saturday | —_ 
Play in the same league with your friends. Call 1-888-676-2248, or visit , 5 
our Internet site at http://fantasytootball. msnbc.com for details. to be effective for games played on the following Sindy Go 


STANDINGS ‘ The MSNBC Fantasy Foothall Game is avaitable to residents of 


- 5 the U.S. and Canada only. All fees must be paid with U.S. funds. $= 
Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You automatically For canadian entries, aad $15 to cover additional mailing costs. }WR 
receive bi-weekly standings with your entry fee. (First standings mailed i 


Hee $To nay wi check or moey adr, mal your entry and i = 
Bi-weekly standings include the lineup changes of the 50 teams in your i — == 

Teague. Know what you are competing against! Manbc Fantasy Eoothall Ganse/e 0M: Inc: es 
Updated league rosters and top 5 averall sent the weeks of September St esi MO oatanaiae DeFSP = 


15th and October 20th. z 
Standings are also available via the Internet. Call for details. @ Lineup changes cannot be made until your team has been starting 
Fax service available. Call 1-888-676-2248 for details. entered into the computer database. Mailed and faxed teams | ingyp 
will be entered within five working days of receipt, 

Player changes can be made with live commissioners 9AM till |VALUE $ 

9PM Central Time Tuesday thru Saturday, or on the Internet at: (cannot exceed $60,000,000) 

http://fantasytootball. msnbc.com. Sl 
You must be 18 years or older to participate. EC | 
No employees of CDM, Inc., MSNBC, or their families are BENGH 

eligible to play. NOM Payer VALUE 
+ Not responsible for lost or misdirected mail. 
; Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-995-5718. 
Sign up and play on the Internet at $complete nutes and further explanation of all rules will be 


http://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com contained in your welcome kit. 
If you have questions regarding the rules of The MSNBC 


Fantasy Football Game, call 1-888-676-2248. 
The MSNBC Fantasy Football Game is not affiliated in any way 
Enter a second team for only _ geri Arran 
Only the players listed here can be in your lineup for Week 1! Players not listed here must be placed on the bench until September 5th. 


TIGHT END WIDE RECEIVER WIDE RECEIVER (cont) WIDE RECEIVER (cont) DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 
‘NO PLAYER TM VAL | NO PLAYER ‘TM VAL, NO PLAYER ‘TM VAL | NO PLAYER ™ VAL, NO TEAM VAL 
ADI COATES, BEN NE 2460| SOU RICE, JERRY SF_4150| S92SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 2210| S6OHARPER, ALVIN. TB 1470| 801 GREEN BAY 3960 

Ben 2400 | ste none, werman er 370) se3 EMANEL, BENT ATL 2100| S64 SMA non M141 | iz CAROLINA 3520 —— 

503 CARTER, CHRIS MIN 2450] S24.JONES,CimIS” PHI 2160) S69GREEN, WILLIE DEN 1260| 803 DALLAS 3270 
SF 1500 cin 3400] SEA 2110 566 SHEPHERD, LESLIE WAS1360| 804 DENVER 3150 TEAM OWNER INFORMATION 
405 DILGER, KEN INO 1470 | Sos pnawn, TIM RAI 3300 Anz 2040| $67 SHERRARD, MIKE™ DEN 1260) 80S PrrYSBURGH 2080 
4Q0MCGEE,TONY | CIN 1400 Sop min, MICHAEL DAL 2120| S27 MCOUFFIE, 0... MIA 2040| SGOTURNER, FLOYD. BAL 1350| S06 SAN FRANCISCO 2760, 
A407 AAGASON, KEITH GB 1340 | Soy Symi aIMMY JAC 3110] SSBRISOM, ANDRE WA 2010| S69 HASTINGS ANDRE PIT 1340 | 807 BUFFALO 2700 | Name 
AIBMITCHELL- PETE JAC 1270 | soo REED, JAKE MIN 3030) S99 HAYNES, MICHAEL NO. 2040| 570 WILLIAMS, CALVIN BAL 1240 | 808 CHICAGO 2530 
STOWE Gary Ba 1099 | S09 FRYAR, IRVING PHI 2980] SAOWILLIARD, IE NYG 2000] S71 BROOKS, BILL _WaS7300 | 809 KANSAS cry 2360 | Team Name 
SITGREEN ERIC” Wa 1090 | SIOGALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 2990]| 581 GREEN, YATIL MIA 2000] S72 OWENS, TERRELL SF 1200| 810 NEW YORK GIANTS 2330 
‘2DUDLEY, miowey mal qoe0 | S11 ALEXANDER, DERRICK BAL 2970| S42 CARRUTH, RAE CAR 2000| 673 SEAY, MARK. ‘230| 11 MAM 2a00 | Address 
‘ISCHMURA, MARK GB. 060 | St2BRUCE, SAAC STL 2940| S49 ANTHONY, REIDEL TB™2000| S74ENGRAM,BOeBY Hl 1220| 12 WastiNaToN 2220 | 
‘a cowzatez. Toy XC 1050 | S12 MATWS, TENANCE ATL 2510| S44 CHRERET, WAYNE  NYJ 1970| 575 BEEBE, DOW tao | @13 wewewetaNd 2490 | Cty St. Zip 


415 LEFLEUR, DAVID. DAL 1050 ‘SD 2910] 545 CARRIER, MARK J CAR 1960| 576 ANDERSON, WILLIE IND 1180| 814 PHILADELPHIA © 2130 | phono 

416 NOVACEK, JAY DAL 1000 | 515 GLENN, TERRY NE 2890) 546 MORTON, JOHNNIE DET 1910/ 577 ISMAIL, RAGHIB CAR 1160 | 815 OAKLAND 2100 

417 DRAYTON, TROY. MIA 1000 6 pERRIMVAN, BRETT DET 2660| S47 BARNETT, FRED MIA 1910| S7BMAWNINS, COURTNEY TB. 1170| 816 INDIANAPOLIS 2080 | WiC/VISA 

re nun.sASOM Pm 1000 | Str ettanp, nEMMY WASZTIO| SAO HIGPEN, YANGEY. PT 1670| STBMILS, ERNE" GAR 1090 | 17 TAMPABAY. 3080 

S19 WYCHECK, FRANK MOU 1000 | £15 wnLLeR’ ANTHONY DEN 2640| 549 DAWKINS, SEAN IND 1610| S80 MCCAFFREY, EU DEN 1080 | 818 MINNESOTA 4990 | Expires 

“421 SMITH. IRV NO 1000 | S19KENNISON, EDDIE STL 2620) SSOCALLOWAY, CHRIS MYG 1810) 581 BIRDEN, JJ ATL 1060 | 819 JACKSONVILLE 1930 

422 KINCHEN, BRIAN BAL 1000 | 520FREEMAN, ANTONIO GB 2570) 551 WESTBROOK, MICHAEL WAS 1700 | 582 SLAUGHTER, WEBSTER NYJ 1060 | 820 HOUSTON 1730 TA 

25 JONNSON, LONME BUF 1000 | S21 CONWAY, CURTIS CHL 2540) S52 SMALL, TORRANCE NO. 1G80| S09 WILSON, CHARLES TB 1020) 21 SAN DIEGO y7a0 | E-Mail Address 

S2AMETaELANns, ere DET 1000 | S22 GRAHAM, JEFF Yd 2480) S59.JEFFERSON, SHAWN RE 1660 e000 | 822 anizowa 4530 | Fast Entry Fee 

425 PUPUNU, ALFRED SD" 1000 | 523 MOORE, ‘ARZ 2480) SSADAVIS, WILLE HOU 1660 ‘uF 1000 | 823 St. LOUIS SF per ey ee 
#26CROSS, HOWARD VG 1000 | S24 BROOKS, ROBERT GB. 2450| S58 TMPSON, MICHAEL Ci 1640 SP 1000| 824 SEATTLE Asoo aes tees. ne 
427 BionNGON, EMC DAL 1000 | Ses evCaLF, ERIC SO 2410| S56 MCCAROELL RENIN JAC 1620| S27 WILLIAMS, KEVIN AL 1000 | 825 NEWOnLEANS 1310 | {ional Acess Qty _x 510 
42BCASH, KEITH KC 1000 | 526 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 2390| 557 BLACKWELL, WILL PIT 1600) S88 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE MIA 1000 | 826 DETROIT 1280 ora eRvieNT ye 


429 WEST. ED. ATL 1000 | 527 REED, ANDRE BUF 2370| S58 KENT, JOEY Nou 1600| 589 HOWARD, DESMOND GAK 1000 | 827 CINCINNATI 1170 
430 BRADY. KYLE | -NYJ 1000 | 50s JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN NYJ 2360| 559LOCKETT, KEVIN KC 1600| 590 MUNAMMAD, MUNSIN CAR 1000 | 828 ATLANTA 1000 


Have you played a CDM game before? 
431 BRUENER, MARK PIT. 1000 


$52 FAURIA CHRISTIAN Sea Toon | S2SEARLY, QUINN BUF 2350| 560 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD NO 1590| 591 MARTIN, KELVIN DAL 1000| 829 BALTIMORE 1000 To pay with check or money order, 
‘433 JENNINGS, KEITH CHI. 1000 | SSOHARRISON, MARVIN IND 2330| S61 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 1590| 592 INGRAM, MARK PHI 1000| 830 NEWYORK JETS 1000 
434JORDAN, ANDREW MIN 1000 | 531 SANDERS, CHRIS HOU 2220| 562 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 1510| 593 HOBBS, DARYL RAI 1000 


Call 1-888-676-2248 Now! 


Commissioners Are Standing By To Answer Your Questions And Enter Your Team. 


TOUCHDOWNS 


JERRY RICE 165 
MARCUS ALLEN 134 
dim Brown 126 
Walter Payton 125 
John Riggins 116 
EMMITT SMITH 

Lenny Moore 

Don Hutson 

Steve Largent 

Franco Harris 

Eric Dickerson 

Jim Taylor 


; A 


uy 
BARRY SANDERS 


BARRY SANDERS 
Tony Dorsett 
Bobby Mitchell 
Leroy Kelly 
Charley Taylor 
Don Maynard 
Lance Alworth 
Ottis Anderson 
Paul Warfield 
Mark Clayton 
Tommy McDonald 
HERSCHEL WALKER 
Pete Johnson 

Art Powell 

James Brooks 
Harold Carmichael 
Frank Gifford 

Fred Biletnikoff 
Steve Van Buren 
Harold Jackson 
James Lofton 


George Blanda 
NICK LOWERY 
Jan Stenerud 
GARY ANDERSON 


MORTEN ANDERSEN 1,537 


Eddie Murray 
Pat Leahy 
NORM JOHNSON 
Jim Turner 

Matt Bahr 

Mark Moseley 
Jim Bakken 

Fred Cox 

Lou Groza 

Jim Breech 
Chris Bahr 
KEVIN BUTLER 
Gino Cappelletti 
Ray Wersching 
AL DEL GRECO 
Don Cockroft 
Garo Yepremian 
Bruce Gossett 
JERRY RICE 

Sam Baker 
Rafael Septien 960 
Lou Michaels 955 
Fuad Reveiz 931 
CHIP LOHMILLER 913 
Roy Gerela 903 
Bobby Walston 881 
Tony Zendejas 874 
Tony Franklin 872 
Pete Gogolak 863 
PETE STOYANOVICH 859 


‘OUCHDOWN 
PASSES 

DAN MARINO 
Fran Tarkenton 
Johnny Unitas 
Joe Montana 
DAVE KRIEG 
Sonny Jurgensen 
WARREN MOON 
Dan Fouts 
JOHN ELWAY 
John Had! 
Len Dawson 
JIM KELLY 
George Blanda 
BOOMER ESIASON 
John Brodie 
Terry Bradshaw 
YA. Tittle 
dim Hart 
JIM EVERETT 
Roman Gabriel 
Phil Simms. 
Ken Anderson 
Joe Ferguson 
Bobby Layne 


1,473 
1,470 
4,452 
1,439 
1,422 
4,382 
1,380 
1,365 
1,349 
1,246 
1,213 
1,175 
1,130 
1,122 
4111 
1,080 
1,074 
1,031 

994 

97 


active players in 1996 in caps 


Norm Snead 196 
Ken Stabler 194 
Steve DeBerg 193 
Bob Griese 192 
Sammy Baugh 187 


Paul Krause 81 
Emien Tunnell 79 
Dick Lane 68 
Ken Riley 65 
Ronnie Lott 

Dave Brown 

Dick LeBeau 

Emmitt Thomas 

Mel Blount 

Bobby Boyd 

Johnny Robinson 

Everson Walls 

Lem Barney 

Pat Fischer 

Willie Brown 

Jack Butler 

Bobby Dillon 

Jimmy Patton 

Mel Renfro 

Larry Wilson 

Bobby Bryant 

Donnie Shell 


JERRY RICE 1050 
‘Art Monk 

Steve Largent 
HENRY ELLARD 
ANDRE REED 
James Lofton 
Charlie Joiner 
Gary Clark 
CRIS CARTER 
Ozzie Newsome 
IRVING FRYAR 
Charley Taylor 
Drew Hill 

Don Maynard 
Raymond Berry 
Sterling Sharpe 
MICHAEL IRVIN 
Harold Carmichael 
Fred Biletnikoff 
BILL BROOKS 
Mark Clayton 
Harold Jackson 
MARCUS ALLEN 
Emest Givins 
ANDRE RISON 
Lionel Taylor 


Where today’s 
players stand 
among the NFL’s 
all-time greats. 


Roger Craig 

KEITH BYARS 
RONNIE HARMON 
Wes Chandler 

Roy Green 

Stanley Morgan 
WEBSTER SLAUGHTER 
Eric Martin 
ANTHONY MILLER 
John L. Williams 
J.T. Smith 

Lance Alworth 
Kellen Winslow 
John Stallworth 
HAYWOOD JEFFIRES 
BRIAN BLADES: 
Bobby Mitchell 
AlToon 


PASSING 
YARDAGE 
DAN MARINO 51,636 
Fran Tarkenton 47,003 
JOHN ELWAY 45,034 
WARREN MOON 43,787 
Dan Fouts 43,040 
Joe Montana 40,551 
Johnny Unitas 40,239 
DAVE KRIEG 37,946 
BOOMER ESIASON 36,442 
JIM KELLY 35,467 
Jim Hart 34,665 
JIM EVERETT 34,380 
Steve DeBerg 33,872 
John Had! 33,503 
Phil Simms. 33,462 
Ken Anderson 32,838 
Sonny Jurgensen 32,224 
John Brodie 31,548 
Norm Snead 30,797 
Joe Ferguson 29,817 
Roman Gabriel 29,444 
Len Dawson 28,711 
YA. Tittle 28,339 
Ron Jaworski 28,190 
Terry Bradshaw 27,989 
Ken Stabler 27,938 
Craig Morton 27,908 
Joe Namath 27,663 
George Blanda 26,920 
‘Steve Grogan 26,886 
Bobby Layne 26,768 
VINNY TESTAVERDE 26,252 
‘STEVE YOUNG 25,479 
Joe Theismann 25,206 
Ken O'Brien 25,094 
Bob Griese 25,092 


JERRY RICE 


RUSHING 
Walter Payton 16,726 
Eric Dickerson 13,259 
Tony Dorsett 12,739 
Jim Brown 12,312 
Franco Harris 12,120 
MARCUS ALLEN 11,738 
BARRY SANDERS 11,725 
John Riggins 11,352 
0.J. Simpson 11,236 
THURMAN THOMAS 10,762 
Ottis Anderson 10,273 
EMMITT SMITH 10,160 
Earl Campbell 9,407 
dim Taylor 8,597 
Joe Perry 8,378 
HERSCHEL WALKER 8,205 
Roger Craig 8,189 
Gerald Riggs 8,188 
Larry Csonka 8,081 
Freeman McNeil 8,074 
James Brooks 7,962 
EARNEST BYNER 7,948 
Mike Pruitt 7,378 
Leroy Kelly 7,274 
George Rogers 7,176 


MARCUS ALLEN 


AL MESSERSCHMIDT 


THE Mtl olsen ae, ae LEAGUE 


Lifle Scholars <7 
of the) Gridiron 


Players, 

Celebrities 

& Happenings ; 
ne real 

Jerry Wavguive(s) 


Produced by the Editorial Projects Department of Street & Smith's PLAYERSS 


Moriavers= , 
Terr Allen BY LARRY WEISMAN 


7 says. “From 


there [went on 

and got the Har- 
ley. That was the 
one I always wanted.” 
Speed, acceleration, 
No wonder Allen 


power. 
finds contentment in those ele- 
ments. On the field, he uses them to 
crash into and through would-be tack- 
lers and cover small bits of turf at a time. 
Off the field, he’s rumbling in top gear, 
and no one can stop him. 

“You've got this beautiful machine 
underneath you, with all this power. 
You're just sitting on top of heaven,” 
Allen says with a faraway look that eas- 
es into a smile as he enumerates the sim- 
ple pleasures of riding 

“Just getting out, seeing the road, 
seeing the countryside, just concentrat- 
ing on my motorcycle, just me, the bike, 
and the road,” he says. “Of course, I'm 
paying attention to traffic, but I don’t 
have to think about anything else but 
what's bothering me at the time, and I 


Sell 
* el 
Terry Allen, leading the Redskins onto 


the field last season at RFK Stadium. — can work it out.” 
end, no goals or goal lines in sight. | There's a solitude on the bike that 
Growing up inCommerce, Georgia, | he loves, that he wants desperately to 
he learned to work on automobile en- | maintain. Where some players, after 
erry Allen straps the helmet on, | gines from his uncles and roared around | their first Pro Bowl trip in seven NFL 
revs the engine, exults in the | the red clay on dirt bikes. When he | seasons, might hanker for the limelight, 
feeling of power. played for the Minnesota Vikings in the | Allen, 29, recoils at the very idea of pub- 

He does that off the field, too. early ’90s, he fell in with a fast crowd— | licity and celebrity. 

Perhaps it’s the trademark of Wash- | long snapper Mike Morris and defensive “Tike my privacy. I enjoy being able 
ington’s Pro Bowl running back and driv- | tackle Henry Thomas, two true motor- | to go sit down and have a meal and not 
ing force. Between the lines, one Sunday | cycle enthusiasts. have to worry about people coming over 
after the next, he cranks out yard after “Lalways enjoyed riding bikes,” Allen | wanting autographs. Deion Sanders 


can’t do that. Emmitt Smith can’t do that. 


Allen, who bounced back Deion probably couldn’t go to Alaska 
from reconstructive su rgeries and eat and not be bothered,” he says. 


Low visibility in the public eye 


on both knees, sets atone. | doesn’t mean he disappears in the lock- 


er room. No, he won’t give rah-rah 
yard and touchdown after touchdown for | says. “But instead of riding the minibikes, | speeches. But he'll needle others who 


the Skins, his legs the proverbial pump- | I decided to get a big cruiser bike.” ought to spend more time in the weight 
ing pistons. Away from the game, there’s He rode a 750 for a while and found | room and he lets his own work habits 
nothing he likes better than to climb | himself as hooked on the feel of power | serve asa standard. 

aboard his Harley-Davidson, feel that | as his teammates. “He doesn’t say a lot, but that’s not 
1,200 CC motor rumble, and ride without “| really enjoyed riding that,” he | anegative. Sometimes guys who talk > 
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». Series One starts with 385 of the NFL's top players captured i in the most vivid action phos! in 
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And to top it off, this set is the only one that features a spectacular "Minted-in Canton" gold-foil 
parallel set - stamped on-site =at the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
It's no coincidence-that Topps Football is endorsed by the Pro Football Hall of Fame,4 
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gTBAL i 
_ Mystery Roos tor 32 


Ml eiavens= 


Look out, Armani! A dapper Terry Allen 
addresses the audience at one of the 
Redskins’ luncheons, 


> continued from page 18 
a lot are not leaders. He's got his own 
leadership style and he's effective with 
it,” says Redskins general manager 
Charley Casserly. “His leadership comes. 
first from how he plays on the field. That 
inspires the players around him and 
gains the respect of all of them for what 
he does for this football team.” 

Asa season progresses and the aches 


He's a great example for young players. 
We're probably three or four players— 
players who are as physically and men- 
tally tough as Terry—from taking that 
next step toward being a consistent, 
competitive, playoff-type team.” 


The Redskins shocked the football 


world last season when they left rubber 
at the starting line and won seven of their 
first eight games. But they couldn’t sus- 
tain their momentum and veered off the 
road to the playoffs, though their 9-7 
record ended a three-year streak of sub- 
.500 marks. 

Washington, 3-13 in Turner's first 
season, improved to 6-10 in 1995, Allen’s 
first year with the club, Cut by penuri- 
ous Minnesota after the 1994 season (in 
which he rushed for 1,031 yards and 
eight touchdowns), Allen signed with 
the Skins and helped them double their 


| win total by pounding out 1,309 yards. 


He eclipsed that, and the long-stand- 
ing club record of 1,347 rushing yards, 
set by Washington legend John Riggins, 
in ‘96 with 1,353 and also scored 21 
touchdowns. The Redskins rewarded 
him handsomely in March with a four- 
year contract that made him the second- 


The father of two daughters, 
Allen says it’s his little girls 
who keep him playing. 


and pains pile up, the guys who answer 
the bell every day make the real differ- 
ence. Allen, who bounced back from 
reconstructive surgeries on both knees, 
sets a tone. 

“The No. 1 thing is that this is a 
game of mental and physical toughness, 
and Terry just exudes that,” says Wash- 
ington coach Norv Turner. “In each of 
the last two years, he has, at times, been 
on the field playing hurt, practicing hurt. 


highest-paid running back in the game, 
behind Emmitt Smith. Allen then re- 
warded himself with a Ferrari. 

Who knows what he might want if 
the club continues to progress toward its 
goal of re-establishing the glory of its 
recent past? He'd be happy to start with 
a chance at a Super Bowl ring. 

“T expect we will have a much better 
team in 1997. We had a lot of young guys 
who had to play last year and were real- 


ly gaining experience, and I think that will 
carry them in the second half of this year,” 
Allen says. “I’m sure we're going to come 
out on fire again. This time, we've just got 
to hold on and not fall apart.” 

The early lift might come from the 


team’s move into Jack Kent Cooke Sta- 
dium in a Maryland suburb of Wash- 
ington, D.C. There, 78,600 loyalists can 
root for their favorites in up-to-date com- 
fort, though two grand pieces of Red- 
skins lore now fade into history. 

The first is RFK, that bandbox of a 
stadium that practically put the fans on 
top of the players. 

“There's so much tradition in that 
stadium. When you walk in there, you 
feel it. I'm going to miss that,” Allen says. 

And the driving force behind the 
new stadium, longtime Skins owner Jack 
Kent Cooke, also is no more. Cooke died 
last spring at 84, with his stadium about 
50 percent complete and on schedule. 

Allen flew in from his off-season home 
in Georgia for Cooke's funeral in Virginia. 
He had met Cooke several times and 
recalls the late owner as “an interesting 
person who pretty much dictated the con- 
versation. I'm really sorry he’s not going 
to get to see his team play in his stadium.” 

Married for six years, the father of 
two daughters, Allen says it’s his little 


| girls who keep him playing. 


“I want them to have the best they 
can possibly have in life. After the way 
things happened in Minnesota, I proba- 
bly would have hung it up,” he says. “If 
it wasn’t for those two little girls enjoy- 
ing watching Daddy play ball, I proba- 
bly would have shut it down.” 

Good thing he kept the throttle 
open. This engine has plenty of good 
miles left in it. 9 


Larry Weisman has covered pro football for USA 
Today for 18 years. 
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Features~ 


© Set up as many as 30 franchises. 

* Use the official TBFFL scoring system or 
customize your awn by modifying the 
positions, play types, and point 
assignments, 

* The head-to-head scheduling feature 
configures itself automatically to your 
league's size and divisional format. 

* Quickly assign draft selections 
through the Draft Night/ Franchise Manager 
module, 

+ Maintain team rosters and starting lineups 
quickly and easily, 

* Execute trades, waivers, and IR moves. 

* Includes complete 1997 NFL roster. 
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“Changing the Way America 
Watches Sports!” 


New 
Features— 


* E-mail reports directly from software. 

* Download stats directly from the Internet- 
quickly and easily. 

» New RIF format improves the appearance 
of all reports, 

* Now includes Top 40 point and stat reports. 

* New point assignment entry makes using 
your scoring system easier than ever! 


Purchase the program from your 
favorite software dealer or call: 


1-800-872-0335 


Fast Updates 
of Scores— 


Why hassle with expensive, troublesome 
Stat services when you can take total 
control of your league? You can download 
stats instantly each week and get every 
stat for every player in every game! 


Fantasy Football stats are available directly 
through our Internet site, America Online 
(web only), CompuServe, Prodigy, and our 
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(Statistical updates are available for an 
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Here's the game that puts you into the 
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Your e heck ou eb site at 
Fantasy Sports 
Headquarters 


Game 
Managed by 


The Only Fantasy Football 
Game with Hs Own TV Show! oii 
Watch It on Fox Sports Net. FOOD] 
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e should have 

been a hero BY BUD LEA 

last January, 

leaping into the Louisiana 
Superdome stands after scoring a touch- 
down, feeling what it fully meant to be 
a vital part of a championship team, 
being asked to do interviews, sharing in 
the celebrations. He should have been 
flooded with endorsement offers. His 
face, no doubt, would have been on the 
box of a breakfast cereal, along with sev- 
eral prominent teammates. 

Instead, he found himself at the 
Super Bowl as a spectator. He was a fan 
cheering on his teammates from the side- 
lines, going crazy when Andre Rison, 
Antonio Freeman, and Desmond How- 
ard scored on those spectacularly big 
plays, However, the nightmare was that 
he wasn’t a part of it anymore. 

He wasa star receiver. He had raced 
through National Football League 
defenses. His face was on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated’s 1996 pro football edi- 
tion, along with teammates Brett Favre 
and Reggie White. The one that predict- 
ed the Green Bay Packers would be 
going to Super Bowl XXXI. 

He was hailed in Green Bay as the 
new Sterling Sharpe. Fresh from the 
obscurity of a backup to the Packers’ 
go-to receiver, he blended his pass-catch- 
ing skills and physical talent into a team- 
record 1,497 yards on 102 receptions 
while scoring 13 touchdowns in 1995. He 
never looked forward as much to a sea- 
son as he did to last year. 

He was the team’s leading receiver 
going into a Monday night game with the 
San Francisco 49ers, October 14, at Lam- 
beau Field. He was averaging 15 yards 
per catch and had scored four touch- 
downs. He played as if he had four lungs 
and four legs and could run forever. 

The season is long. A million things 
can happen. Injuries happen, and they 
never have a benevolent sense of timing. 

Ina flash, everything ended on that 
cool, autumn night. Brooks went down 
on the first play of the game while he 
was trying to make what looked like 
a routine block against cornerback 
Tyronne Drakeford of the 49ers. Locked 
arm-to-arm with Drakeford, Brooks was 


obert, Brake... 


flipped to the ground with his right knee 
in an awkward position. 

Brooks suffered a devastating knee 
injury. The damage included a ruptured 
patellar tendon, a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament, and a torn meniscus cartilage. 
He had surgery four days later and 
missed the rest of the season. 

His job is his legs. His football career 
was in jeopardy. You know what they do 
to injured race horses. How could this 
be happening to him? 

“I knew it was bad just the way it 
looked,” Brooks said. “I had no feeling 


in my knee. It seemed like it was just 
hanging there. 

“When the doctor came out to attend 
me, I told him to get me off the field so 
my teammates wouldn’t have to see me. 
As we were going up to the training 
room, I prayed to God and asked him 
why this was happening to me. 

“God answered me right away. In 
my mind, God was telling me this was 
something that was going to happen to 
a person who could handle it. And the 
way I was going to handle it was going 
to touch some other people. 

“My doctor laid out a chart for what 
was a normal approach to this kind of 
injury and how long it would take a per- 
son to come back from it. I decided to 
cut that time in half.” 


Nevertheless, this is the type of seri- 
ous injury that is unpredictable. Some 
players might rebound quickly from it. 
Others could struggle with complica- 
tions. And some never come back. 
Everyone said, “You'll be back. You'll be 
back.” All that is superficial and mean- 


| ingless. He was Robert Brooks. What 


made them think he wouldn’t be back. 
He had to show he would not give 
up to pain and frustration. He had to 
prove to himself he could overcome the 
most dreaded injury in football. 
One of the team’s most popular 


+ Robert Brooks (right), reeling in a “big one” on 
a Tuff Stuff magazine fishing cruise in Hawaii. 
_ Doyou think he has a second career in sport 


players with the fans, Brooks received 
bundles of letters, cards, and calls from 
people he had never met. One woman 
sent him a green and gold voodoo doll 
he could throw at his television screen 
when the opposing team made a big 
play against his Packers. 

Brooks epitomizes everything one 
would want in a Green Bay Packer, or a 
football player, or a professional athlete. 
He is pleasant to strangers and patient 
with children. He speaks with intelli- 
gence and feeling. > 
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1997 Fleer? NFL* Football 


AUTOGRAPH-FRIENDLY “LEGEND” TEXTURED MATTE FINISH PLUS 
TWO HIGH-GLOSS, HOBBY-ONLY PARALLEL SETS! Every basic card comes 
with our one-of-a-kind “Legend” textured matte finish. It lets ink dry quickly, for clear, 
no-smudge, no-smear autographs. Or, if you prefer a little more dazzle, we have two 
limited edition parallel sets complete with glittering foil stamping and gleaming UV coating. 


Basic Set Size: 450 cards * Hobby Release Date: June 30,1997 
INSERTS NO. CARDSSEEDING RATIO: 
Crystal Collection parallel set I 

Tiffany Collection parallel set . 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, GOLD MEDALLION EDITION AND 
PLATINUM MEDALLION EDITION PARALLEL SETS ARE HOBBY 
EXCLUSIVE! Ultra NFL '97 captures the heart of the NFL like never before, with 
the most star-studded player roster,a first look at '97 rookies and new knockout 
holofoil stamping continued from previous popular 1997 Ultra releases. 


Basic Set Size: I73 veterans, 25 rookies and 2 checklists + Hobby Release Date: June 18, 1997 


INSERTS: NO. CARDSSEEDING RATIO: 
Gold Medallion Edition parallel set ..... 198 cards; | per pack 
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Platinum Medallion Edition parallel set . . .198 cards; 1:100 

(Hobby only; less chan 200 ofeach card produced) 

Rookies .. «12 cards; 1:4 

Ultra Rookies (paral! co Rookies) 112 cards; 1:18 

Talent Show . “10 cards; 1:4 roy ia, 
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Starring Role .. “10 cards; 1:288 
Premiere Edition of ‘96-97 


Flair? Showcase NBA eck abel 


THE PREMIERE OF FLEER’S HOBBY-EXCLUSIVE 
BASKETBALL SET. It’s the most challenging and mysterious way to 

collect. Each player is featured on 3 different fronts, 3 different backs, and 

in 2 card sets: the basic set and the limited edition “Legacy Collection” parallel set. 
Which cards had the lowest production? “Crack the Code” and see for yourself. 
AVAILABLE ONLY IN HOBBY STORES 

Basic Set Size: 90 players, 270 cards » Hobby Release Date: April 30, 1997 
INSERTS: NO. CARDSISEEDING RATIO: 

Hot Shots .. -20 cards; 1:90 

10 cards; 1:5 

.Less than 150 sets produced 
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i Asked if he could have lunch with 

| anyone and who would it be, Brooks re- 

| plied he would be honored to have lunch 
| witha little kid who looked up to him. 

“Twas a young guy who looked up 

_ toathletes,” he said. “So to sit there and 

have lunch with him, and show him that 

T once was a little guy like him, show 

him that he can do the same thing if he 

stays focused and does the right thing.” 

Ina “Bring a Packer to School” con- 

| test ata grade school in Green Bay last 

fall, he made a big impression on fourth- 

graders. One student asked what fans 

say to him when he leaps into the stands. 

“They scream all sorts of stuff and I don’t 
understand a word of it,” Brooks said. 

LeRoy Butler was the first Green Bay 

player to jump into the 

stands, after scoring a 

touchdown against the 


Los Angeles Raiders 
at Lambeau Field in 
1993, But Brooks 
definitely per- 
fected it. “I 
thought it 
was the best 
thing in the 
world,” he said, 


explaining his leaps. “If 
you're a fan and a guy does 
that, you've got to feel good. 
You get a chance to celebrate 
in the touchdown with the guy.” 
Although playing in the NFL 

is a dream come true, Brooks 
said he never took football seri- 
ously until he was a high school 
senior. He thought it would give 
hima start on a business career. 
Of course, what would you 
sexpect from a guy whose motto is: 
Do all you want and become all you can. 
He wanted to prove to himself he 
could graduate early, so he majored in 


7a 


business at the University of South Car- 
olina and received his degree after 34% 
years—just in case the pro football thing 
didn’t work out. He wanted to know 
about music, so he bought himself a key- 
board, taught himself how to play, wrote 
songs, and today he is the owner of a 


sure he became friends with White. 
“That’s what I did,” Brooks said. 
“I told Reggie I was a Christian and 
wanted to do well and be a good person, 
but it’s especially hard, being a single 
man and a professional athlete. That's 
a lot of pressure. I was struggling with 


He was the team’s leading 
receiver. Ina flash, everything 
ended on that cool autumn night. 


very successful recording company, 


| Shoo-in Productions. He wanted to learn 


about the Internet, so he purchased a 
computer system and became a whiz at 


| it. He wanted to get behind a mike, so he 


“Lwant my job 
back. | want 
to get back 

to jumpingin 
the stands.” 


got himself on a local radio show. He 
wanted a pet, so he bought a talking-par- 
rot in Hawaii, and the two carry on like 
old friends at his second home in Green 
Bay. He wanted to do a soap opera, so he 
made a cameo appearance on The Young 
and the Restless. He wanted to get more 
involved in the marketing of NFL play- 
ers, so he is one of six players serving as 
spokesmen for Players Inc. 

His hobbies include deep-sea fish- 
ing, surfing the net, and dancing. 
He appreciates fine 
clothes, fine cars, 
and fine design. He 
watches very little 
TV, and when he 
does, he watches the 
Discovery Channel. 

His lifestyle as a 
bachelor, to some, 
might be selfish. It’s very tempting to say 
he’s scattered himself so much that he 
can’t be committed to anything. But it’s 
amazing how he can shut out distrac- 
tions and concentrate on one thing at a 
time. He has all this energy. He always 
draws on his ample self-confidence. 
Asked where he gets this supreme con- 
fidence, this power of positive thinking, 
Brooks simply said, “God.” 

He said he came from a religious 
background, started questioning things 
as he grew older, and became skeptical. 
When his mother learned that Reggie 
White would be on the team that her son 
had joined in 1992, she told him to make 


my religion. 

“Reggie told me to sit down and 
read the Bible. He told me to interpret it 
with my own mind and not to listen to 
what someone else would say. He said 
then God can talk to me. That's the way 
He talks to you. Now I see things in a 
different light. I'm not perfect. I still sin. 
Istill do a lot of bad things I used to do. 
I don’t do them as often. I can overcome 
anything if I pray and work hard at it. I 
don’t care what it is. If 1 blow my knee 
out again, I can overcome it again.” 

Brooks has always been the consum- 
mate pro—disciplined, almost mono- 
maniacal in the way he stays in shape. 
You believe him when he talks. He has 
confidence that is not teachable. 

The Packers open the 1997 season on 
Monday night, September 1, against the 


| Chicago Bears. It will be billed as the 


“Robert Brooks Comeback.” Anything, 
less than a full recovery will always raise 
a question, Only Brooks can decide what 
his standards will be. He isn’t daunted 
by what lies ahead. 

“My standards will be higher than 
they have ever been before,” he said. 
“I’m hungry. I have something, to push 
for and that's all I need. I don’t need any- 
body else telling me. 

“I got my answer from God from 
day one. I want my job back. I want 
to get back and do the things I was 
doing before and have fun. I want to get 
back to jumping in the stands, the whole 
nine yards.” 

Count on Robert making it all the 
way back. He’s ready. @ 


Bud Lea has covered the Green Bay Packers for the 
Milwaukee Sentinel for 42 years. 
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n any given Sunday afternoon 
in the fall, you might turn on the 
TV and see Emmitt Smith div- 
ing into the end zone for a 
touchdown. You might see the enjoy- 
ment and thrill of competition on his face 
as he shares in the celebration with his 
teammates. You also might have seen the 
pride on Smith’s face when he received 
his diploma from the University of Flor- 
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ida in 1996. Smith displayed that same 
enjoyment and pride when he played 
Pop Warner football. 

Emmitt Smith may be one of the most 
famous Pop Warner alumni, but there are 
millions of people across the U.S. and 
around the world who have benefited 
tremendously from participating in the 
Pop Warner football and cheerleading 
program. Pop Warner Little Scholars 
(PWLS) is an organization based on the 
principle of combining the fun of athlet- 
ics with the benefits of education. The 
organization has helped instill leadership 
qualities, teamwork, and the ability to 
overcome adversity in each participant. 

Working closely with a number of 
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‘Tittle Scholars 
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BY JON BUTLER 


Above: The Gilroy (California) Browns 
celebrate another victory. Below: The 
spirited cheerleaders of the Lake Brantley 
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| (Florida) Patriots, 


on the field and in the classroom. 

Pop Warner Little Scholars was 
founded in 1929 in Philadelphia to pro- 
vide a wholesome activity to keep chil- 
dren out of trouble. When PWLS was 
incorporated in 1929, its mission was to 
teach children that academic skills 
should be directly connected to their ath- 
letic efforts. 

Pop Warner is the only national 
youth football and cheerleading pro- 
gram with leagues in 40 states, plus 
Japan and Mexico. During the 1996 sea- 


Terrell Davis, Eddie George, 
Emmitt Smith, and John Elway 
are Pop Warner grads. 


corporate partners, including the NFL 
Players Incorporated, the NFL, Reebok, 
Disney’s Wide World of Sports, US Air- 
ways, and Varsity Spirit Corporation, 
Pop Warner has grown by 50 percent 
over the past five years. These corpora- 
tions see the benefit of being involved 
with young players who work hard both 


son, 270,000 boys and girls, ages 5 to 15, 
participated in Pop Warner. In the past 
decade, there has been a dramatic and 


| steady growth of Pop Warner participa- 


tion. Though many observers feel that 


| youth soccer is taking participation away 


from Pop Warner, it is obvious that the 
fun of playing football continues to > 
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fuel an ongoing expansion. 

Fun, safety, and education are the 
three goals of Pop Warner football. Fun 
is vital from the child’s perspective. If the 
game isn’t fun, children won't play. The 
emphasis in Pop Warner football is on 


personal responsibilities and the acade- 
mic attitude that ensures proper lifelong 
priorities. Experience with Pop Warner 
football provides a solid foundation 
for youth to make the right choices as 
they grow up. 


Pop Warner requires 
satisfactory scholastic progress 
in order to participate. 


making sure the children have fun while 
ensuring their safety and promoting aca- 
demics. But it isn’t just the children who 
have fun. The parents and other adults 
involved in Pop Warner share in the 
enjoyment of the game, encouraging the 
players and taking pride in the accom- 
plishments of their children. 


The Flemington (New Jersey) Falcons, 1995 
Junior Pee Wee National Champions. 


Youth sports provide great tools in 
many areas of child development: team- 
work, discipline, determination, and 
work-reward relationships. PWLS goes 
beyond the normal youth sports experi- 
ence. Young players are not only taught 
that athletic participation is fun and 
important to good health, but also that 
good academic skills are more important 
than special athletic skills. The Pop 
Warner objective is to teach participants 


30 


Football, in particular, seems to 
magnify the learning experiences and 
emotional bonding that takes place in 
youth athletics. Football also seems to 
provide stronger, more lasting cama- 
raderie than other sports. Whether the 
youngsters go on to play in the NFL, like 
Smith, Terrell Davis, Eddie George, and 


= 


John Elway, or their Pop Warner experi- 
ence is their only direct participation in 
football, Pop Warner’s objective is to 
make their involvement fun, safe, and 
educational. Ask anyone who played 
youth football, especially with Pop 
Warner’s emphasis on fun and safety, if 
he enjoyed the experience. Universally, 
the response is a distant look of remem- 
brance, a small smile, and a very affir- 
mative “yes” in reply. @ 


Jon Butler is the executive director of Pop Warner 
Little Scholars. 
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Pop Warner’s goals of fun, safety, 
and education are achieved in the 


following ways: 


*| Age and weight-matched players 
—1 The heart of Pop Warner's safety record 
is an age-weight schematic that ensures that 
opposing players will be of similar ages 
and weights. 


y Strict mandatory equipment Pop 
O| Warner players must wear the same 
equipment as a high school or college player, 
including a current NOCSAE-approved helmet. 


~ ) Pop Warner Coaching Clinics 

OA proprietary educational program for 
Pop Warner coaches and administrators to help 
ensure that their emphasis is on safety and fun. 


/ | No tryouts and no cutting Registra- 
~_f tion is on a first-come, first-served basis. 


5 Mandatory play Every player plays 
9) in every game and check lists are kept 
to ensure that they do. 


! At younger levels, on-field coach- 
ing For younger participants, a coach is 
actually on the field at all times to explain plays 
and assignments and to offer reassurance. 


ri No individual awarils for on-field 
_4 activities Considering the ages of the 
participants, they may receive team-wide 
recognition, but no All-Star, MVP, or special 
recognition trophies are awarded. 


C) Mandatory academic standards 
Pop Warner is the only national youth 
organization that requires satisfactory 
scholastic progress in order to participate. 


(Academic All-American Program 

J The only individual recognition for Pop 
Warner participants is for their classroom 
efforts. In April 1997, Pop Warner named 200 
players to a First Team of Academic AlLAmer- 
icans (50 per grade in fifth through eighth 
grades) and over 1900 players to a Second 
Team of Academic All-Americans. 


; | () Pop Warner Super Bow! 

—1 L/ Excellent fun for all! Held at Disney. 
World, in Orlando, Florida, this year’s event 
will showcase 36 teams in five different age- 
weight categories playing at the new Disney 
Wide World of Sports Complex, which opened 
in May 1997. 
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Ever wondered where Kevin gets his T’s or Steve gets his hats? 

Want the jacket off of Herschel’s back? You've seen these clothes on the 

players, but not in the stores... until now. PLAYERS INC AUTHENTIC 

PRO-GEAR. It’s what the players wear off the field... and now it's off 

the racks. If you want to be part of the action, please call Joy Athletic at 
or visit the NFL Players web site at w 
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BY WILLIAM HENRY 


K candid conversation with Tom Condon and Ken Kremer, two of 
pro football’s most successful agents, about life as an agent, the 
state of professional football, and, yes, even THE MOVIE. 


No lights. No cameras overhead. No 
movie producers lurking in the shadows. After 
watching the movie Jerry Maguire, one finds 
it hard to believe this is an agent's office. And 
not just any agent, but two who represent 
more football players than anyone else in the 
business. For both, football is their passion, 
their life, and their livelihood. Between them, 
they've spent more than 35 years in profes- 
sional football. Tom Condon was a 12-year 
starter at offensive guard with the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the New England Patriots. Late 
in his career, he did two things: went to law 
school at night and during the off-season and 
became the president of the NFL Players Asso- 
ciation, After all, what would you expect from 
the son of a Harvard-trained lawyer? Ken 
Kremer, too, played with the Kansas City 
Chiefs, for six years as a defensive lineman. 
During his career, he has recruited and nego- 
tiated the contracts for more than 10 first- 
round NEL draft choices. 

Without question, the movie Jerry 
Maguire increased people's curiosity about 


the sports-agent business. Million-dollar 
deals, million-dollar clients, even million-dol- 
lar agents. But what's the agent business real- 
ly like? To find out, we sent writer William 
Henry to International Management Group's 
Kansas City office to capture the real essence 
of the professional football agent business. 


Street & Smith’s: How long have you been 
in the agent business, and how did you 
actually get started? 

Tom Condon; It’s hard to believe, but I’ve 
now been in the agent business for more 
than 12 years. I suppose it was a natur- 
al transition, because by the time I'd fin- 
ished playing professional football, I'd 
earned my law degree and many of my 
teammates had already started asking 
me to represent them. Additionally, I 
was finishing off my term as president 
of the NFL Players Association, so I had 
gained some valuable experience in col- 


lective bargaining issues. Eventually, 
while practicing law at my own law firm 


erry Maguire(s) 


in Kansas City, several veteran players 
approached me and asked me to repre- 
sent them. That was in 1986. In 1987 I 
took the next step and went out and had 
my first recruiting class. 

S&S: Who was your first client and do you 
remember the deal you negotiated for him? 


| Tom: I’ll never forget it. I did Art Still’s 
| deal. He was with the Kansas City Chiefs 
| at that time. I actually co-represented 


him with Tony Agnone, who worked in 
the deans office at the University of Bal- 
timore, where I got my law degree. In 
fact, Tony and I worked together for a 
little over a year. During that time, I went 
out and recruited Danny Noonan, who 
was the Big Eight Man of the Year and 
who ended up being my first first-round 
draft choice. Of course, I drew a real easy 
team to negotiate against [laughing]— 
the Dallas Cowboys, with Tex Schramm. 
and Gil Brandt, We ended up holding 
out for a period of time. At that time, 
there wasn’t any other alternative— 
you withheld services, and it became a 
matter of wills. 

S&S: Outside of playing ability, what are 
some of the characteristics you guys con- 
sider when recruiting players? 

‘Tom: Integrity. Honesty. Determination. 
Intelligence. Those are just some of the 
characteristics that you have to look at 
when you're recruiting a player. These 
days, what a player does off the field is 
almost as important as what he does on 
the field. A good example this year is 
Tom Knight, one of our clients, who w. 
the ninth pick in the first round of this 
year’s NFL draft. Here's a kid who went 
to the University of Iowa and earned his 


degree, so you know he went to class 
and paid attention. More importantly 
than that, he’s just a first-class person. 
He also happens to be a great football 
player. Ultimately, when you combine 
great skills with those other attributes, 
you really have something. 

Ken Kremer: Big rookie contracts are 
great. So are big free-agent deals. But 
often, negotiating a good deal for a play- 
er with a lot of character and heart can 
be just as gratifying. 

S&S: If you weren’t in the football business 
what do you think you’d be doing? 

Tom: [laughs] Priest. No, just kidding. 
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T've been involved in football for so long, 
I'm not really sure. I suppose I could 
practice law full time if I had to. 

Ken: It would have to be something re- 
lated to the football business. Perhaps a 
college or pro coach. 

‘S&S: Do you guys feel like you treat your star 
clients any differently from your middle-of- 
the-road clients? 

‘Tom: No—Joe Montana or Joe Blow— 
everybody gets treated exactly the same. 
We feel it’s extremely important to treat 
all of our clients the same. Although some 
agents have different fee structures for 
rookies and veterans, we charge the same 
across the board. We don’t take anything 
out of the performance incentives or the 
honors portion of our contracts. 

S&S: In the movie, Jerry Maguire, Tom Cruise 
called his only client, Rod Tidwell, nearly 
every day. Do you call your players that often? 
‘Tom: Yes. Every player gets one or more 
calls from someone in this office at least 
once a week, Typically a player will call 
in and talk to all our staff people. We're 
an intimate group, with eight people in 
the football division, so the players get 
to know everybody in the office. 

S&S: Much has been made of the current 
collective bargaining agreement. How do 
you think the CBA has affected the agent 
business in the last several years? 

‘Tom; It has completely changed the face 
of the business. For starters, it finally 
allowed players to get paid what they 
were worth—rookies and veterans. Plus, 
it created free agency in the NFL for the 


Eugene Parker as the top four agents in 
terms of clients, with us ranked as num- 
ber one. More important than that is the 
fact that over the last two years, we 
negotiated more free-agent dollars than 
anyone else in the agent business. 

S&S: What do you think was the most real- 
istic part of Jerry Maguire? 

Ken: I think the most realistic part was 
the emotion that Tom Cruise's client, Rod 
Tidwell [Cuba Gooding Jr.], displayed. 
We've had some players react similarly 
to good news, and even to bad news. 
S&S: Do you guys have your own 
Rod Tidwell? 

‘Tom: No, we really don’t 
have anybody that ap- 
proaches that level of 
hand-holding. shouldn't; 
say hand-holding. But no, 
we don’t have anybody that 
requires that kind of immedi- 
ate and intense and pervasive 
care. I think that’s mostly because 
we've got a lot of sophisticated players, 
especially the guys that are really pre- 
pared for life after football. Those types 
of players usually have a good head on 
their shoulders and tend to be more 
independent, which means they don’t 
require constant care. 

S&S: Although it’s now a cliché question, 
T’ve got to ask you anyway. Has a player ever 
said to you—“show me the money”? 

‘Tom: No, but they have said a few other 
choice things. 

S&S: Can you elaborate? 


“These days, what a player does 
off the field is almost as important 
as what he does on the field.” 


first time, which ultimately leads to 
higher wages. The scary part is the mon- 
ey keeps getting bigger every year. 

S&S: In the movie, Tom Cruise supposedly 
had 72 clients. How many clients do you 
guys have? 

‘Tom: We don’t keep a daily count, but it’s 
very close to 90 players. 

S&S: Does anyone have more football clients 
than you? 

Tom: I think Sports Illustrated listed us, 
Leigh Steinberg, Marvin Demoff, and 
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Tom: I don’t think you could print it in 
a wholesome magazine like Street & 
Smith’s! 

S&S: If you had to name one thing as your 
favorite part of the agent business, what 
would it be? 

Ken: My favorite part is recruiting new 
people. I enjoy meeting people. Con- 
tracts are fun and challenging, but I think 
going out there and meeting new peo- 
ple and signing new clients is the most 
exciting part of the business. 


IMG client Heath Shuler: His is the 
‘biggest rookie contract in NFL history, 
2 Se Se 


‘Tom: On my side, I like negotiating the 
contracts. | like to try to figure out how 
to utilize the collective bargaining agree- 
ment to our clients’ best interests. 

S&S: How about your least favorite part of 
the business? 

‘Tom: I think my least favorite is proba- 
bly when itis time to go to the cattle call 
for the top 10 or so draft choices. Unfor- 
tunately, the undergraduate player stu- 
dent/athlete is typically not as well 
versed in the business aspects of the 
game as are the veteran players. And 
they've never been through the agent 
process before, so they don’t know what 
to look for in an agent. 

Ken: The thing I hate the most is having 
to tell a player when it’s time to hang it 
up. Typically, players have a hard time 
accepting the fact that they can no longer 
make it in the NFL. Although some take 
it well, most find it very difficult to accept. 
S&S: You’ve been involved with profession- 
al football for more than 20 years. What do 
you think is the biggest change that you 
have seen in that time period? 

Tom: The size and speed of the players, 
and how much money they make. As an 
example, in 1974 I made $18,000 as a > 
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okie. Now, the minimum salary is 10 
es that amount. As far as the size of 
the players is concerned, a 250-pound 
y used to play offensive line; today that 
me size player is your full-back. Now 
we represent linemen like Zeuss Brown, 
who is 6-7 and 355 pounds, “Big House” 
Howard Ballard, 6-7, 340 pounds, and 
Bubba Parker, 6-6, 320 pounds. 
S&S: What is the biggest contract that you 
have ever negotiated? 
‘Yom: From a gross dollar amount, it was 
probably Heath Shuler’s rookie deal. It 
was an eight-year contract with void and 
buy-back clauses that could reduce it from 
eight years to three or five years, which 
made him on a three- or five-year basis 
the highest-paid rookie in the history of 
the National Football League. Addition- 
ally, we've had 10 or so instances where 
we've negotiated a veteran's contract that 
has made him the highest-paid player at 
his position at that particular time. 
S&S: What would you consider your great- 
est achievement in the agent business? 
‘Tom: That's hard to say. I guess that with- 
in a relatively short period of time—12 


years—we' ve been able to go from no 
clients at all to more clients than anyone 
else in the business. But at the same 
time, I'm also proud that the NFL offi- 
cials union selected me to represent 
them, as well as my work for Jackson 
County and Arrowhead Stadium, to 
keep the Kansas City Royals and the 
Kansas City Chiefs in Kansas City. 

S&S: In general, the movie Jerry Maguire 
gives a well-needed positive spin on the 
agent business.Why do you think that agents 
in general have such a negative reputation? 
Ken: | think that the reason that agents 
have a bad rap is because they deserve it 
in most cases. There are stories of players 
being taken by agents who have elaborate 
marketing schemes and charge exorbitant 
fees, Some of that has been put to rest, 
now that the NFL Players Association cer- 
tifies all agents. However, you've got to 
remember that there are over 800 regis- 
tered football agents, and with that many, 
there are bound to be some bad apples. 
S&S: Hre there any agents who you feel do 
a good job? 

‘Tom: Ralph Cindrich does a good job. 


Frank Bauer is a good, honest guy. Tony 
Agnone does a good job. These are just 
a few guys, off the top of my head, that 
I think do a fine job. 

S&S: Tom Cruise had a unique relationship 
with his client in Jerry Maguire. What sort 
of relationships do you have with players off 
the field or once their careers are finished? 
Tom: That depends upon the player. 
We've got guys that went to really fine 
academic institutions with advanced 
degrees and who are in other businesses 
outside of football. Mark Edickes, who is 
now in medical school, is a good exam- 
ple. Danny Noonan is another good 
example. He is currently the assistant to 
the University of Nebraska’s strength 
staff, and will be a head strength coach 
somewhere. Both are former clients. Both 
stay in contact with us a lot. We have a 
friendship relationship as well as a busi- 
ness relationship. Then we have other 
clients, like Joe Montana and Archie 
Manning, who moved into other parts of 
the IMG business. For instance, we have 
10 ex-NFL players or coaches who work 
with our television division, TWI, which 
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is the largest independent producer of 
sports programming in the world. 

S&S: If there were one piece of advice that 
you were going to give to an aspiring agent, 
what would it be? 

Tom: Play it straight. The worst thing 
someone can do is to get into this bus- 
iness and be less than 100 percent hon- 
est. Other than that, you can’t be afraid 
to work past 5:00 p.m, because you've got 
to work nights, and you've got to call the 
players when they're available. 

S&S: Let’s talk about the future. How do you 
guys see the future of the agent business? 
Where do you see it going? 

‘Tom: The agent business will continue to 
mature and become more sophisticated 
I think the new TV contracts are going 
to increase by more than 50 percent. Al 
Davis says it’s going to be a 100 percent 
increase over the previous TV contract. 
I haven’t heard anybody estimate it 
under 50 percent, So from that stand- 
point, I think that there will be more 
money in the business and the salaries 
will continue to rise. I also think that the 
league has identified the fact that not 


only are there great players at every 
position, but more importantly, there are 
positions that have more influence on 
the outcome of the game. And those are 
typically the positions that are going to 
come into play on third down. So on 
offense, it’s the deep-threat wide receiv- 
er, the feature back, quarterback, and the 
left offensive tackle. On the defense, it’s 
your weak-side linebacker, or it’s your 
big-time open-side defensive end, or 
your cover corner. I think we are seeing 
the dollars migrate not only to the pre- 
mier players at all of the positions, but 
more typically to the premier players 
who are in what the league considers to 
be the impact positions. 

Ken; I think the players are going to get 
paid more money. I think that this collec- 
tive bargaining agreement is a good one, 
and I think in the long run it has worked 
for both the owners and the players. 
Although the owners are spending more 
money than they ever have, they have cost 
controls in place. So if the players are 
going to get more money, then hopefully 
our business will grow incrementally as 


PLAYERS= (GL 


| the players make more money. 
S&S: What are your future plans with IMG? 
Have you ever thought about doing what 
Tom Cruise did in Jerry Maguire—cutting 
loose all of your clients? 

Tom: [laughs] If we ever thought about 
that, we'd be moving into much smaller 
houses. Actually, I think for the future 
we're looking at several different things. 
Weare continuing to try to doa better job 
of utilizing the rest of our company. With 
IMG as our parent company, we believe 
we've got the most experienced and com- 
prehensive sports agency in the business. 
Ken: I think that Mark McCormick [chair- 
man and CEO of IMG] calls it synergy. 
To have one part of the company work- 
ing hand in hand with another part of 
the company. I love IMG because it gives 
us the ability to cross-reference many dif- 
ferent sports. So if one of our football 
clients wanted to play golf with Tiger 
Woods or tennis with Pete Sampras or 
basketball with Chris Webber, we could 
make it happen. And, of course, the best 
part is that we have the modeling divi- 
sion with Tyra Banks. 
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Supermodels Bridget Hall, left, and Carol Alt are shown modeling the new Former vice-presidential candidate Jack Kemp, left, and NFLPA executive director Gene Upshaw, 
PLAYERS INC clothing line. Do you think they get discounts on PLAYERS right, making new friends at Playoff's Unsung Heroes Awards banquet in Washington, D.C. 
INC merchandise, or what? 


Green Bay's Robert Brooks adds President Clinton as a loyal listener to his hit Herschel Walker and fans at the NFL Players Super Bowl brunch to benefit the 


CD, Jump Into the Stands. (We think the President is negotiating to play saxo- Special Olympics. 
phone on the sequel.) 


Stan Humphries, right, steps on stage to accept the first annual From left: Cris Carter, Curtis Martin, Kyle Brady, Brent Jones, Bryce Paup, Daryl Johnston, Jerry Ball, and 
NFL Players Humanitarian Award, in New Orleans, Eric Metcalf all ask “Where's Marsha, Marsha, Marsha?” at the 1-800-COLLECT Brady Bunch filming. 


Robert Brooks, center, after his cameo appearance on The Young and the Restless, with Ed Scott, left, Joe Montana, shown here accepting the NFL Players 
One of the show's producers, and Shemar Moore, one of the show's stars, Lifetime Achievement Award at the Unsung Heroes banquet, 
in Washington, D.C. 
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‘Supermodel! Daniella Pestova at the NFL Players Party, Rookies Derrick Mayes, left, and Eddie Kennison, right, at the NFL Players Rookie Premiere, preparing for 
wondering where her PLAYERS INC gear is. their next careers as hosts of Dance Fever. Look out Denny Terriol 


The NFL Players Party cheerleaders welcome fans to the NFL Players Party, in New Orleans. Rocket Ismail gets behind the scene at Giants Stadium during 
MCT's 1-800-COLLECT commercials. 
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The goal of Street & Smith's is to bring you the best magazine on pro football. We are redesigning our yearbooks 
to make them more exciting and informative for you. You can help us by answering the questions below. 
You will be entered into our drawing, and you could win an NFL game football autographed by Troy Aikman, Brett Favre, 
Joe Namath, Roger Staubach, or Lawrence Taylor! We must receive your answers by November 30, 1997. 


1 Do you like the redesign of our Football issue? OQ. Yes Q. No 
If yes, what did you like most about it? 


Why? 


If no, what did you like least about it? 


Why? 


What would you like to see more of? 


What would you like to see less of? 


2 Do you actively participate in a sport (at any level) 
or a regular fitness program? Q Yes No 


If yes, which sport or program? 

How many hours per week? 

How much do you spend on equipment per year? $ 
On athletic or team clothing per year? $ 


3 How many pairs of athletic shoes do you purchase each year? 
Brand names? 


4 How much time do you spend watching sports on TV on average 
each week?_ hours 


5 Do you own a satellite dish? Q Yes Q.No 


6 Do you drink sports drinks? Q) Yes CO. No 
Brand(s) 


1 Do you drink any of the following: 
QMilk OFruit Juices OFruitDrinks Soda QO Bottled Water 


8 How often do you go out socially per week (average) 
9 Do you drink any of the following? 
QO Beer Brand 


ll How long have you been buying Street & Smith’s Pro Football? 
O15 years 05-10 years C1 10-15 years 0115-25 years 0 25+ years 


2 Do you read any other sports magazines? O Yes O. No 
Which ones? 


3 Besides yourself, how many people will read your issue of Street & 
‘Smith's Pro Football? 


14 Will you save this issue? C1 Yes OQ No 
15 Do you own a personal computer? O Yes No 
16 Do you use it for sports information? Q Yes No 


17 Do you play video games? O Yes O. No 
What are your favorite games? 


18 How much do you spend on grooming products per year? $. 
19 Which grooming product(s)/brand(s) do you use regularly? 


OShaver O Fragrance. 


O Shave Cream. QO Shampoo. 


QAfter-shave. 
20 0 you own a car? OYes No 
Al What is the make?_ Year?. 


Q)Hair Conditioner. 


22 How often do you purchase a new car? Every. years 


23 If you purchased a new car tomorrow for under $30,000, what make 
would it be?_ 


24 Do you drive to work? O Yes C1 No 
If yes, how many miles per week?. 


25 Do you service your own car? O Yes O.No. 
Ifyes: Oil QElectrical Qi Antifreeze 
OMuffler OQ Tuneup O Other. 


26 Are you Male O Female 


Thank you. Please remove this page and send to: 
Street & Smith's Football, 342 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10017 


OTires 


QWine Brand 


O Spirits Brand 


Zip. 


10 Do you look for Street & Smith’s Pro Football specifically? O Yes Q.No 


PRESENTING THE BEST UNITS IN 
THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE, 
POSITION BY POSITION. 


« 


BY RICK GOSSELIN 


DALLAS MORNING NEWS 


mmitt Smith wanted to compete in the 1996 
Olympics. In true Madison Avenue-fashion, 
the four-time NFL rushing champion gathered 
a group of his peers and journeyed to Atlanta to pur- 
sue a gold medal in football. At least that’s what his 
shoe company would have you believe. Smith was the 
focus of a popular Olympic-themed advertising cam- 
paign last summer that may have sold more shoes...but 
didn’t capture any gold. 

The world has witnessed America’s best basket- 
ball players in an Olympic forum. A squad of NBA 
superstars has been assembled twice. And in 1998, 
the world will see America’s greatest hockey players 
compete for the gold, a dream team on ice. 

Pro football, however, while popular worldwide, 
remains a game played almost exclusively within U.S. 
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borders. There’s almost no international competition— 
so the world will never see the nation’s greatest grid- 
ders ever assembled on the same sideline. At least not 
in Smith’s lifetime. But a dream team of NFL players 
does exist, if only in league commissioner Paul Tagli- 
abue’s dreams. 

Because football is a team sport, you'd want to 
keep position groupings together to maximize the 
teamwork, So instead of the NFL’s four top defensive 
backs, you'd keep intact, for example, the Dallas sec- 
ondary. The players in that unit know each other and 
play well together. You'd invite the Pittsburgh offen- 
sive line, the Green Bay receivers, and so on. 

Here is the Street & Smith's 1997 NFL Dream Team 
that the world will never see, the best units in the NFL, 
position by position. 


here are six franchise quarter- 

backs in pro football: Troy Aik- 
man, Brett Favre, and Steve Young in 
the NFC, and Drew Bledsoe, John 
Elway, and Dan Marino in the AFC— 
with Mark Brunell closing in. Finding the 
best quarterbacking in the NFL is a matter 
of settling on the best backup of that elite 
group. That would be veteran Craig Erick- 
son, with Miami. 

Marino's credentials are impeccable. 
The greatest passer in football history, 
he holds NFL records for completions, 
yards, and touchdowns. He showed 
there's still plenty of zip in his arm last 
season with three-touchdown games 
against the Jets and the Colts. 

“We've got him under contract for 
two more years,” Miami coach Jimmy 
Johnson said. “Hopefully, he'll still be 
productive at the end of the contract 


The Dolphins’ 
Dan Marino is the 
greatest passer in 
football history. 


and we'll redo him. But Dan has taken a lot of 

cr hits, and he’s had some nagging injuries that 

have taken him out of some games the last 

few years. I’d love to see him play five more 

years, but at his age, that would be unre- 
alistic to predict at this time.” 

The Dolphins have earmarked Erick- 
son as his successor. A Florida native, he 
starred for Dolphins coach Jimmy John- 

son at the University Of guyaaaeeme 
Miami, directing the Hur- 
ricanes to two national 
championships. Erickson has 
started for Tampa Bay, Indi- 
anapolis, and Miami in his 
five-year pro career and, 
at 28, has plenty of time 
left on the meter. 
Runners-up: 1. GREEN 
BAY. Brett Favre’s the 
MVP, and Steve Bono § Miami's Craig 
knows the system. Erickson isa 
2. DALLAS. Troy Proven winner. 
Aikman, Wade Wil- 
son, and Jason Garrett have all 
started and won. 3. CAROLINA. 
Veteran Steve Beuerlein backs 
up Kerry Collins. 


icky Watters has proven his point. He wanted to 
expand his role in the San Francisco offense and 
become a feature player on a level with Steve Young 
and Jerry Rice. The 49ers weren’t prepared to make 
that commitment, so Watters left for Philadelphia in 
free agency in 1995. He has rushed for 2,684 yards and 
gone to two Pro Bowls since then. Only past NFL rush- 
ing champions Barry Sanders and Emmitt Smith have 
gained more yards in that stretch. Watters also has 
scored 25 of his team’s 65 offensive touchdowns and 

carried the Eagles to back-to-back playoff berths. 
“I've seen Ricky Watters help take the 49ers to the 
championship,” Eagles coach Ray 
Rhodes said. “I’ve seen his pro- 
duction. | know he can take us to 

the next level.” 
The Eagles don’t have a 
designated third-down back. 
Watters has filled that role 
himself, with 113 catches 
over his two seasons in 
Philadelphia. That’s 
more than Sanders 
or Smith. 

With the ability to 
explode for a 100-yard 
afternoon, Charlie Garner 
gives the Eagles a change- 


The Eagles have soared with tailback Ricky Watters. 


of-pace back. He has rushed for 934 yards and seven 
touchdowns on a fill-in basis the last two years. 

Watters is a big back with power. He slashes for 
yards. Garner is a small back with quickness and 
speed. He provides an outside threat. Defenses that 
pack the box to stop Watters must unpack for Garner. 
Neither Sanders nor Smith has a Garner. 

Kevin Turner is the prototype West Coast-offense 
fullback—a pass catcher first, a blocker second, and a 
runner third. He had as many catches 
as Dallas's Daryl Johnston last season. 

There are better runners in the NFL 
than Watters, better blockers and 
receivers than Turner, and maybe even 
a better backup than Garner—but not 
all in the same backfield. 

Runners-up: 1. DALLAS. Smith at 
halfback, Johnston at fullback. 2. NEW 
ENGLAND. Curtis Martin runs, Sam 
Gash blocks, and Keith Byars and Dave 
Meggett catch. 3. PITTSBURGH. Great Charlie Garner 
1-2 tailback punch in Jerome Bettis gives Philly an 
and Erric Pegram. outside threat. 
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Ss herman Lewis knows the look of a great receiv- 
ing corps. His Super Bowl rings make him an 
expert. Lewis was the receivers coach at San Fran- 
cisco in 1983-91, handling Jerry Rice, John Taylor, and 
Brent Jones in their primes. He coached the best then 
and, as offensive coordinator of the Packers, coach- 
es the best now. 

So deep are the Packers on the flank that they won 
the Super Bow! last January without their best wide 
receiver, Robert Brooks. So talented are the Packers 
that they cut Andre Rison, a four-time Pro Bowler, and 
won't miss a step with the retirement of all-pro tight 
end Keith Jackson. 

Brooks returns from a midseason knee injury to 
reclaim his role as Brett Favre’s go-to guy. Also back 
is Antonio Freeman, who developed into the go-to guy 
in 1996 during Brooks’s absence. Freeman caught 56 
passes and scored nine touchdowns despite missing 
a month with injuries. Both are big, young, fast, and 
remind Lewis of his great 49er pair. 

“These guys aren't quite as good after the catch. 
Nobody made things happen after the catch like Rice 
and Taylor,” Lewis said. “These guys also aren't quite 
as physical. But they compare with their competitive- 
ness and ability to get open. Give them the ball and 
they can make things happen.” 

Don Beebe, who had a 220-yard game for the 
Packers last season, returns as the third wideout, and 
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Derrick Mayes is penciled in at four. 
He’s Notre Dame's all-time leading 
receiver, but was a mere spectator as 
a rookie in 1996. Mark Chmura will 
shoulder more of the load at tight end 
with Jackson gone. He’s a past Pro 
Bowler himself, having caught 54 pass- 
es in 1995. And he’s only 28. 
Runners-up: 1. NEW ENGLAND. 
Terry Glenn and Ben Coates strike 
fear deep. 2. JACHSONUILLE. No tan- 
dem was better than Keenan McCardell 
and Jimmy Smith a year ago. 3. BAL- 
TIMORE. If Eric Green returns to Pro 
Bowl form, the Ravens have it all. 


Packers 

(clockwise, 

from top left) 

Antonio Freeman, 

Derrick Mayes, Robert 
Brooks, Mark Chmura, and 
Don Beebe. 


ree agency hasn’t won any NFL 

championships yet. But it has 
allowed the Carolina Panthers to build 
the best linebacking corps of the 
decade. And the best just got even 
better with the signing of free agent 
Micheal Barrow. He joins three incum- 
bent Pro Bow! linebackers in Caroli- 
na’s 3-4 scheme: Kevin Greene, Lamar 
Lathon, and Sam Mills. Money was a 
factor in Barrow's decision to sign with 
the Panthers (a reported $18.75 mil- 
lion over five years), but so was the 
uniqueness of the opportunity. 

“This was a chance to be part of 
history,” Barrow said. “When you think 
of great line- 
backing groups, 
you think of the 
Chicago Bears 
with Mike Single- 
tary, the Pittsburgh Steelers with 
Jack Lambert and Jack Ham, and the 
New York Giants with Lawrence Taylor. 

Just to be part of something that could 

be really special here played a big fac- 

tor in my decision, to be a part of a sys- 
tem that has been dominating the league in 
recent years.” 

Greene and Lathon bring a tremendous pass rush 
off the corners. They finished 1-2 in the NFL in sacks 


ERROLINA PANTHERS 


a year ago, Greene with 14.5 and Lathon with 13.5. 
Mills held the run defense together inside with a team- 
leading 138 tackles. The three also combined for eight 
takeaways, with Mills and Greene both scoring touch- 
downs on fumble returns. Greene, Lathon, and Mills 
have now been to a total of 10 Pro Bowls. 


Although Barrow played outside for the Houston 
Oilers, he'll move inside for the Panthers. He played at 
a Pro Bowl level for the Oilers last season with 106 
tackles and six sacks. With the addition of Barrow, the 
Panthers now have $37.05 million in contractual com- 
mitments to their four linebackers. 

Runners-up: 1. PITTSBURGH. Two Pro Bow! play- 
ers in heavy hitters Greg Lloyd and Levon Kirkland. 2. 
SAN FRANCISCB. Lee Woodall has the speed and Ken 

» Norton the power. 3. JACKSONVILLE. A healthy Bryan 
Schwartz in the middle makes a difference. 


The Panthers’ 
Sam Mills had 
over 100 
tackles for the 
seventh time in 
his pro career. 


With a league- 
leading 14.5 
sacks, Kevin 
Greene (right) 
points the way 
for Carolina 
linebacker 
teammates 
Lamar Lathon 
(bottom, left) and 
Micheal Barrow, 
the free agent 
from Houston. 
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T he formula has remained the same for the Steel- 
ers since they began winning Super Bowls in the 
1970s: Run the ball. So they place a premium on 
players who can block. And their blockers have 
sent four different running backs to nine 
Pro Bowls in the last 20 years, and 
” Pittsburgh has captured nine divi- 
sion titles. 
“We want size and 
athletic ability,” Steel- 
ers coach Bill Cowher 
said. “We do a lot of 
things that keep our linemen moving. 
We want kids that are committed, 
hard-working, and tough.” 

Start with center Dermontti Daw- 
son, whose quick hands and feet 
have taken him to five Pro Bowls. 
Will Wolford, a Pro Bow left tack- 
le at Buffalo, signed by Pitts- 
burgh and moved inside, and 
Brenden Stai give the Steelers 
a pair of powerful 300-pound 
guards. The versatile 300- 
pound Justin Strzelezyk is 
holding down right tackle 
until ‘96 first-round draft 
pick Jamain Stephens (6-6, 

330), the team’s largest 
player, is ready. And they 


he success of the 49ers in the 

1980s triggered a philosophi- 
cal shift by NFL offenses to quick- 
pass schemes in the 1990s. The 
three- and five-step drops by quar- 
terbacks have substantially neu- 
tralized the great outside pass 
rushers, forcing defenses to look 
inside for their pressure. So the 
hunt began for 300-pound tackles 
with the power to stuff the run and 
the speed to rush the passer. 

The 49ers drafted Dana Stub- 
blefield in 1993 and Bryant Young 
in ‘94, and have finished in the top 
five in the NFL in run defense in each of the last three 
seasons. Stubblefield excels against the run, Young 
against the pass. They have combined for 37.5 sacks. 

“Those tackles are outstanding,” said Dallas quar- 
terback Troy Aikman, whose own pocket has been 


Tackle Bryant 
Young gets a lot 
of sack time in 
San Francisco, 


DEFENSIVE LINE 
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Dermontti Dawson, 
the center of attention 
on the Steelers’ line, 


OPPENSIVE LINE 


PITTSBURGH STEELER 


Versatile tackle 
John Jackson, at 
right, of Pittsburgh. 


don’t come any more athletic 
than left tackle John Jackson. 
“Take away 50 pounds, and he 
could play wherever he wants on 
the field,” Kansas City’s Pro 
Bowl pass rusher Derrick Thomas said. 

That unit allowed only 21 sacks, second- 

fewest in the NFL, and threw the blocks that 

enabled the Steelers to finish second in the 

league in rushing . 

Runners-up: 1. DALLAS. Pro Bowlers 

across the line, but the aging process has 

begun to set in, 2. KANSAS CITY. No 

better interior than center Tim Grun- 

hard and guards Will Shields and 

Dave Szott. 3. JACHSONVILLE. 

@ Great bookend tackles in Tony 

Boselli and Leon Searcy. 


squeezed by Stubblefield and Young. “Put two guys 
of that caliber on one defensive front, and they cause 
some problems. We have a big, physical offensive line, 
but they know they’re going to have their hands full 
every time we play those guys,” said Aikman. 

To reduce the double-teams on their prize tackles, 
the 49ers signed free-agent ends Roy Barker and Chris 
Doleman to nearly $20 million in contracts 
in 1996. The team got its money’s worth, 
as Barker and Doleman combined for 24 
sacks. In fact, San Francisco's front four 
produced more sacks (36) last season 
than 16 NFL teams. Don’t look for any 
drop-off in the immediate future. Only 
Doleman is over 30. 

Runners-up: 1. GREEN BAY. 

Reggie White and a pair of dom- 
inating tackles in Gilbert Brown 
and Santana Dotson. 2. BUF- 
PALO. The league's best set of 
ends in Bruce Smith and Phil 
Hansen. 3. DALLAS. Tony 
Tolbert is vasty underrat- 

ed at strongside end. 


The 49ers struck gold 
with Dana Stubblefield. 


J immy Johnson believes that you win in the NFL by 
pressuring the quarterback. He learned early on in 
his coaching career that the better the coverage play- 
ers you have, the more pass rushers you can deploy. 
So in 1992 Johnson drafted Texas A&M corner- 
back Kevin Smith in the first round and Arizona State 
safety Darren Woodson in the second. Smith started 
as a rookie and Woodson became a stand- 
out in the nickel pass coverages. The 
Cowboys vaulted from 23rd to fifth in 
the NFL in pass defense and 
increased their sacks by 
21 on the way to their 
first Super Bowl of the 
decade. Woodson, 
the best strong safe- 
ty in the NFL, became 
a starter in ‘93 and the 
Cowboys won their sec- 
ond straight Super Bowl. \ 
Since Johnson left in 
1994, the Cowboys have added "je 


rt NFL teams wouldn’t draft a kicker if you 
asked them to stock a soccer team. There's a 
belief that there are more kickers on the streets than 
stop signs. You can always find a kicker. You don’t have 
to draft one, especially with a high pick. 

Then there's Bill Tobin. When he worked for Green 
Bay, the Packers drafted placekicker Chester Marcol 
in the second round in 1972. Marcol led the NFL in 
scoring in his rookie year and went to two Pro Bowls 
in his nine seasons. As director of personnel at Chica- 
go, Tobin drafted kicker Kevin Butler in the fourth round 
in 1985. Butler led the NFL in scoring in his rookie year 
and went on to become the team’s all-time leading 
scorer. Tobin also drafted punter 
Chris Gardocki in the third round 
in 1991. Special teams have 
always been special to him. 

“The most important aspect 
in winning—and winning consi: 
tently—is defense,” Tobin said. 
“Next is the running game, then 
special teams. The passing game 
and all that other stuff come lat- 
er, but you’d better be sound and 
efficient in the kicking game.” 

So it’s no surprise that the 
Colts have staged a dramatic 
turnaround in the kicking game 


Cary Blanchard 
makes his point 
for Indianapolis. 


Deion Sanders, the best coverage cor- 
ner in the game. Coach Barry Switzer 
could play free safety with this group 
and the Cowboys would still have the 
best secondary in the NFL. 
“They are so much better than 
anyone else,” Johnson said. “Deion, 
Darren, and Kevin can take out the 
best receivers and the other eight - 
defenders can play the run. Those In this corner, 
three allow them to do Kevin Smith of 
anything they want the Cowboys. 
on defense.” 
When Dallas was riddled up 
front by suspensions and injuries in 
‘96, the coverage unit held the 
defense together. Smith and Wood- 
son had five interceptions each, 
and the Cowboys finished second in 
pass defense and third in overall 
defense in the league on the way to 
a fifth consecutive NFC East title. 
Runners-up: 1. GREEN BAY. Best safeties 
in LeRoy Butler and Eugene Robinson. 2. 
BUFFALO. Two first-round draft picks in the 
secondary. 3. PHILADELPHIA. Bobby Taylor 
and Troy Vincent are superb on the corners. 


Deion Sanders puts the D in Dallas. 


since Tobin’s arrival. They ranked 24th in the NFL in spe- 

cial teams when he was hired in 1994. They were fifth 

in ‘96. Tobin signed Gardocki and kicker Cary Blanchard 

in free agency. Both went to the Pro Bowl last season. 

He signed Aaron Bailey as a 

rookie free agent in 1994, 

and Bailey finished in the 

top five in the AFC in kick- 

off returns a year ago. 

Tobin also drafted deep 

snapper Bradford Banta and 

kick-cover man Ray McElroy. 
Runners-up: 1. CAROLINA. 

Best collection of 

return men in 

Michael Bates, 

Raghib Ismail, and 

Winslow Oliver. 2. BUFFALO. Steve 

Christie and Chris Mohr win battle vs. 

the elements. 3. TAMPA BAY. Solid 

kicker and fast, young coverage units. 


Chris Gardocki 
of the Colts, 
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QUARTERBACH 1ses san erancisco users 


Joe Montana, the game’s biggest winner, was at 
his best in 1989 when he completed 70.2 percent of 
his passes for 3,521 yards, 26 TDs, and only eight inter- 
ceptions. His 112.4 rating was a personal high. 

And look who practiced behind him that season— 
Steve Young and Steve Bono. Young started three 
games because of Montana’s injuries, and won them 
all, completing 69.6 percent of his passes for 1,001 
yards and eight touchdowns. That team 
went 14-2 and won San Francisco’s 
fourth Super Bowl of the decade. 


RUNNING BACKS 
1972 MAM! DOLPHINS 

The only unbeaten team in NFL his- 
tory stayed perfect in 1972 by staying 
on the ground. With Hall of Fame quar- 
terback Bob Griese injured and out 
most of the year, the Dolphins ran the 
ball twice as much as they threw it. 

There were only 10 1,000-yard rush- 
ers in the league that season, and Mi- 
ami had two of them: fullback Larry 
Csonka (1,117) and halfback Mercury 
Morris (1,000). Jim Kiick ran for 521. Morris averaged 
§.3 yards per carry and Csonka 5.2. Morris rushed for 
12 touchdowns, Csonka for six, and Kiick for five. 


Joe Greene 


RECEIVERS 190 san oleco CHARGERS 

Air Coryell at its finest. With Dan Fouts at quarter- 
back, tight end Kellen Winslow led the league with 89 
catches for 1,290 yards and nine touchdowns. John Jef- 
ferson finished third with 82 catches for a league- 
leading 1,340 yards and 13 TDs, and fellow 
wideout Charlie Joiner was fifth with 71 
catches for 1,132 yards and four scores. 


LINEBACKERS 1985 cuicrco Bers 
The foundation of Buddy Ryan’s 46 
defense was its linebackers: Mike Sin- 
gletary in the middle and Wilber 
Marshall and Otis Wilson out- 
side. The Bears posted two 
shutouts that season and 
two more in the playoffs. 
They led the NFL in total 
defense, run defense, and 
scoring defense. Singletary, 
Marshall, and Wilson com- 
bined for 260 tackles, 20.5 
sacks, nine interceptions, 
and six fumble recoveries on 
a team that went 15-1 and 
defeated the New England 
Patriots in Super Bowl XX. 


L. TO R: DARRYL NORENBERG, JIM TURNER, DARRYL NORENBERG 


2) Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


ALL-TIME DREAM TEAM 


FROM GEORGE ATHINSON TO STEVE YOUNG, 
PLAYERS FROM PRO FOOTBALL'S GREATEST UNITS EVER. 


OFPENSIVE LINE 1982 Green say PacHERS 


Vince Lombardi’s greatest team controlled the 
games up front. Left tackle Bob Skoronski was not vot- 
ed all-pro, but everyone to his right was: left guard 
Fuzzy Thurston, center Jim Ringo, right guard Jerry 
Kramer, right tackle Forrest Gregg, and tight end Ron 
Kramer. Those Packers finished 13-1 and won the sec- 
ond of five Lombardi-era championships. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 1576 pirtspurcH STEELERS 


The 1976 team was not one of Pittsburgh's four 
Super Bowl champions, but this was the Steel Curtain 
at its finest. With QB Terry Bradshaw in and out of the 
lineup with injuries, the team turned to its defense. 
After a 1-4 start, the Steelers 
finished with nine consecutive 
wins, including five shutouts, 
to win the AFC Central. The 
front four of Joe Greene, L.C. 
Greenwood, Ernie Holmes, 
and Dwight White held oppo- 
nents to 3.2 yards per rush 
and harassed quarterbacks 
into completing just 42.4 per- 
cent of their passes. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
1965 OAKLAND RAIDERS 
The Raiders have fielded 
some of the finest cover men tan Stonenid 
ever, but the 1969 unit of George Atkinson, Willie 
Brown, Dave Grayson, and Nemiah Wilson is the best 
secondary of all time. 

Opposing quarterbacks completed just 164 
passes against Oakland that year for a mere 
38.8 percent. That remains the only defense 
since 1960 to hold opponents under 40 

percent passing. The unit combined for 
17 interceptions on a 12-1-1 team. All four 
players were blazers, but what set 
them apart was the physical nature of 
their game. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
1968 KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 
Jan Stenerud, the only true kick- 
ing specialist in the Hall of Fame, 
finished second in the AFL in scor- 
ing. Punter Jerrel Wilson led the 
AFL, as did punt returner Noland 
Smith. Ceasar Belser became 
one of pro football's first 
special-teams aces with his 
kamikaze-like kick coverage. 


Joe Montana 


Orlando Pace. 


> Class of ‘97: 
(clockwise from 


top left): 


James Farrior, 
Michael Booker, 
Darrell Russell, 
Orlando Pace, 
(Paul Tagliabue), 


Derek Smith, 


Bryant Westbrook, 
Shawn Springs, 
and Dwayne Rudd. 


dWe have a bone 
to pick with the 
Oakland Raiders, 
who selected 
Darrell Russell 
with their first 


choice in the draft. 


> These fans, 
who attended 

the NFL draft, 
think that new 
Jets coach 

Bill Parcells 

has the team 
ready for takeoff. 


ac 


by ANTHONY L. GARGANO, New York Post 


he Buccaneers, Seahawks, Jets, Rams, and Ravens, who 
lost a total of 56 games last season, were all big winners 
in this year’s NFL draft. 

The Rams, after a trade with the Jets, got the top pick in 
offensive tackle Orlando Pace. The Jets, already riding a high 
with new coach Bill Parcells, turned six picks into 11 players 
who will help fill many holes. The Seahawks got two of the top 
six picks: cornerback Shawn Springs and tackle Walter Jones. 
The Bucs got a breakaway runner in Warrick Dunn and a big- 
play receiver in Reidel Anthony. The Ravens vastly improved 
their sickly defense with the best pass rusher in No. 4 pick Peter 
Boulware, linebacker Jamie Sharper, and safety Kim Herring. 

“With what those teams did, they’re not going to be losers 
much longer,” said one NFL scout. 

The Raiders traded up to No. 2 in hopes of landing Pace 
to protect quarterback Jeff George's blind side, but left with 
defensive lineman Darrell Russell. Of course, they said Rus- 
sell was the guy they wanted all along. 

The Rams teased them, waiting 10 minutes before officially 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


A Tight end Tony Gonzalez 
(at right, above) of the Chiefs. 


A Michael Booker (above, at 
left) with Bryant Westbrook, 
his high school teammate. 


n The Block 


‘TOMASSO DEROSATDS! (9) 


selecting Pace. “I thought, maybe they’re regretting it. I got a 
little nervous,” Pace said. 

No regrets here. New coach Dick Vermeil loves Pace, who 
did not allow a sack in the last two seasons. The Rams allowed 
a league-high 57 sacks in ‘96. This year, however, defensive 
backs took center stage, with 50 taken in all, including first- 
rounders Springs, Bryant Westbrook (Lions), Tom Knight (Car- 
dinals), Michael Booker (Falcons), Chad Scott (Steelers), and 
Chris Canty (Patriots). 

Nine of the first 18 picks came from the state of Florida, and 
the first four picks were underclassmen. But as usual, the Heis- 
man Trophy winner wasn’t taken until the second day of the draft. 

“A lot of the scouts are just into raw, physical ability, and 
I think some of the coaches look more at some of the intangi- 
ble things rather than just the ability to play football,” said 
Florida’s Danny Wuerffel, who finally was taken by the Saints 
with the third pick of the fourth round. 

Let's take a look at all of the winners and losers in the draft. 
Sorry, all grades are final. 


Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


A Paul Tagliabue 
{at left, above) 
with Oakland's 
Darrell Russell. 


> Shawn Springs (at 
right) was the first 
defensive back taken, 
at No. 3, by the 
Seattle Seahawks. 


|_, The Cards needed a corner to play 
opposite Aeneas Williams, but tak- 
ing Iowa’s Tom Knight with the ninth 
pick seems like a reach. It’s as if they got 
nervous as all of the big-time defensive 
backs disappeared. Knight can run and 
hit and return punts. But why not a 
game-breaker for the often-grounded 
Cardinals? Someone like Rae Carruth. It 
was great to geta local hero like Arizona 
State's Jake Plummer, but in the second 
round? Then again, all the Cards might 
need to draw some fans is the exciting 
Plummer, who knows how to orchestrate 
comebacks at Sun Devil Stadium. Ohio 
State CB Ty Howard and Nebraska G 
Chris Dishman were solid picks. 


The 3-13 Falcons had just six inter- 

ceptions in ‘96, and were ravaged 
by the pass. Needing help in the sec- 
ondary, they came away with one of the 
best cornerbacks in Michael Booker 
(Nebraska), the 11th pick in the draft. 
Booker is big and fast and can cover the 
bigger wideouts. With two picks in the 
second round, the Falcons added Indi- 
ana DE Nathan Davis and Texas Tech RB 
Byron Hanspard, who gained 2,084 yards 
last year. We're O.K. with that thinking 
but not with third-rounder OJ. Santiago 
(Kent), a hulking tight end with ques- 
tionable receiving skills. 


‘The Ravens kept the No. 4 pick, tak- 
ing Florida State pass-rushing spe- 
cialist Peter Boulware. For a team that 


ranked last in the NFL in total defense 


and had just 30 sacks, Boulware, who will 
be converted to OLB, is a godsend. Ditto 
for OLB and second-round steal Jamie 
Sharper (Virginia). They will start imme- 
diately, teaming with MLB Ray Lewis in 
the 4-3 defense. The rest of the Ravens’ 
draft was solid, especially Penn State S 
Kim Herring as their second second- 
rounder and RB Jay Graham of Tennessee 
(third round). And if Florida C Jeff 
Mitchell (fifth round) stays healthy, he 
could replace the departed Steve Everitt. 


RB Antowain Smith, the 23rd pick, 

and DE Marcellus Wiley, the second- 
round pick, are the successors to Thur- 
man Thomas and Bruce Smith. Antowain 
Smith, who gained 1,239 yards (6.1 per 
carry) at Houston last season, took a 
three-year hiatus from football to work 
after his grandmother had a stroke. After 
she passed away in 1993, he resumed his 
career at East Mississippi Junior College. 
He's 25 now, but could be a real good one. 
Wiley, who had 17 tackles for losses at 
Columbia in ‘96, also has big-time poten- 
tial. The only other player of note is OT 
Jamie Nails, who needs to lose weight. 


B jg Everything is going right for the 

surprising Panthers. Colorado’s 
Rae Carruth, a big-play wideout, was a 
steal. Carolina's entire receiving corps 
combined for just four catches of more 
than 40 yards last year; Carruth himself 
had five TD catches of more than 42 
yards. Somehow he slipped all the way 
to No. 27. The Panthers also added speed 
to their defense with Nebraska DB Mike 
Minter, who should contribute immedi- 
ately at strong safety. Notre Dame LB 
Kinnon Tatum adds depth to a defense 
that is getting up in age. 


First the Bears trade their top pick to 

Seattle for the enigmatic Rick Mirer. 
Then comes draft day, and they reach for 
a tight end with a big heart but not 
enough skills to make an impact. Chica- 
go gave a sixth-rounder to move up two 
spots and take USC’s John Allred, its 
highest-drafted TE since Mike Ditka in 
“61. Allred, who likes to surf, can block, 
and has decent hands, but he’s slow, and 
has a history of injuries. Sorry, dude, you 
can’t surf on Lake Michigan. Washing- 
ton G Bob Sapp has trouble pass-block- 
ing. The Bears also selected Northwest- 
ern’s Darnell Autry, an explosive runner 
who slipped some in the draft. He joins 
a crowded backfield with Rashaan 
Salaam and Raymont Harris. 


Corey Dillon is going to push Ki- 

Jana Carter into shape or out the 
door. The Bengals say they haven't lost 
faith in Carter, who showed up at the 
team’s minicap overweight following his 
disappointing season, but their selection 
of Dillon in the second round speaks vol- 
umes. Dillon gained a record 1,555 yards 
with 22 TDs for Washington in ‘96. Mi- 
ami S Tremain Mack (fourth round) 
blocked nine kicks in 18 games. The top 
pick, Florida State’s Reinard Wilson 
(school-record 35 sacks), will be con- 
verted to LB from DE. Some scouts rat- 
ed Michigan’s Rod Payne (third round) 
as the best center in the draft. He will 
back up 11-year man Darrick Brilz 
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ROSS F, DETTMAN (2) 


JALLAS COWBOYS 

The Cowboys gave the Eagles two 

picks (a fifth in ‘97 and third in ‘98) 
for a guy who would have been theirs all 
along: 6-7 TE David LaFleur, from LSU. 
A great blocker, with good hands, LaFleur 
got a big endorsement after working out 
with Troy Aikman, who said, “That's 
who I would like on our team.” Dallas 
then traded out of the second round and 
took the fast but smallish OLB Dexter 
Coakley of Appalachian State with the 
Lions’ pick in the third. Syracuse DT 
Antonio Anderson, a fourth-rounder, 
could become an impact player. 


DENVER BRONCOS 


Denver's raid of the free-agent mar- 

ket provides the real help for next 
season. So you have to wonder about 
first-round pick Trevor Pryce (Clemson), 
what with the logjam on the defensive 
line, which now includes free agent Neil 
Smith, Michael Dean Perry, and Alfred 
Williams. And Pryce comes with some 
baggage. Why take the risk to fill a hole 
already filled? What the Broncos really 
need is secondary help, but they could 
not maneuver to get it. They did deal 
three picks to move up and snag C Dan 
Neil, who started every game at Texas 
and provides insurance for Mark 
Schlereth. S Cory Gilliard (Ball State), 
their only other pick, could stick. 


DETROIT LIONS 

Bobby Ross saw the holes that 

finally got Wayne Fontes fired, and 
he hit them impressively: Bryant West- 
brook (Texas), the fifth overall pick and 
the second-best corner in the draft behind 
Shawn Springs, and Kevin Abrams (Syra- 
cuse) for the secondary; big Juan Roque 
(Arizona State) for the suspect offensive 
line; and Matt Russell (Colorado), the 


Butkus Award winner, for a shallow line- 
backing corps. The Lions had only 11 
interceptions last year, but that should 
change now. Russell is a little undersized 
but has great instincts. Even the seventh- 
rounders, RB Terry Battle (Arizona State) 
and WR Marcus Harris (Wyoming), have 
a chance. Harris is not a burner, but he’s 
big, with soft hands, and may turn out to 
be a real steal. 


Ross Verba 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


What do you get the team that has 

everything? Not to worry; you can 
never have enough offensive-line help. 
Just one year after three of his first six 
choices were linemen, GM Ron Wolf took 
Towa’s Ross Verba with the 30th pick. He 
provides depth and a little security for 
those who may skip town for the “green 
er” pastures of free agency. William & 
Mary S Darren Sharper does the same for 
the secondary. One draftee who certain- 
ly will see some action is Penn State K 
Brett Conway, who replaces Chris Jacke. 


HOUSTON OILERS 
D+ Miami DE Kenny Holmes is defi- 
nitely a strong pass rusher, but he 
seems soft against the run. And besides, 
didn’t the Oilers need a DB to replace 
Chris Dishman, who left for Washing- 
ton? They apparently couldn’t trade up 
to get one, so they traded down five 
spots with K.C. to 18 and picked Holmes. 
With a thin secondary, expect LSU CB 
Denard Walker (third round) to get a 
good shot. Wideouts Joey Kent, a second- 
round pick out of Tennessee, and Der- 
rick Mason, a fourth-rounder from 
Michigan State, should help. Also watch 
DE Pratt Lyons, from Troy State. 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
Behind a porous line last year, Jim 

"Harbaugh ran for his life too much, 
and Marshall Faulk often didn’t have a 
breathing chance. Enter Tarik Glenn and 
Adam Meadows. Right thinking, ques- 
tionable execution. Glenn, the 19th pick, 
was All-Pac-10 at Cal. Though he has 
quick feet for a big man, weight could be 
a problem. GM Bill Tobin compared him 
to Refrigerator Perry. Is that good or bad? 
As for Meadows, the second-rounder 
from Georgia, the rap on him is that h 
not strong enough and will get bullied 
in the NFL trenches. The good news is 
that Notre Dame LB Bert Berry could be 
a standout, and San Diego State WR Nate 
Jacquet, a fifth-rounder, has raw ability. 


CKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
c Jp Coach Tom Coughlin thought 
about trading up to draft Notre 
Dame’s Renaldo Wynn, but decided to 
take his chances. The gamble paid off, as 
the defensive tackle he so badly coveted 
was still available to him in the 21st slot. 
Wynn, who had nine sacks and six tack- 
les for losses last season, was the perfect 
fit, since the Jags ranked 19th against the 
run. They used their first four picks for 
defense, tabbing West Virginia $ Mike 
Logan, UNC LB James Hamilton, and 
Cornell DT Seth Payne. Also watch South- 
ern Illinois TE Damon Jones (fifth round). 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 

For the low, low price of the 18th 

pick—plus picks in the third, fourth, 
and sixth rounds—the Chiefs got Cal’s 
Tony Gonzalez and a fourth-rounder from 
the Oilers. He is the game-breaking tight 
end they have desperately coveted. He 
caught 53 passes for 768 yards and 5 TDs 
in ‘96, and fits perfectly into the West Coast 
offense, as does WR Kevin Lockett, the sec- 
ond-round pick who holds most of Kansas 
State’s pass-catching records. Watch QB 
Pat Barnes (Gonzalez’s roommate at Cal), 
who provides insurance in case Elvis 
Grbac doesn’t work out. Steve Mariucci, 
who coached Barnes at Cal before going 
to the 49ers, says Barnes reminds him of 
Brett Favre. Same toughness. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 
Coach Jimmy Johnson came away 
with 14 players, including WR Yatil 
Green (Miami), the deep threat Dan Mari- 
no lacked last year. Green should team 
nicely with possession types Lawrence 
Dawsey and Fred Barnett. Johnson 


as 


Falcons, second round, 1991 
Back in 1991, Ron Wolf, then with the New York Jets, ranked Favre 
‘the No. 1 player in the draft. Alas, the Jets had no first-round pick, hav- 
ing exercised it in the supplemental draft the previous summer for wide 
receiver Rob Moore. But heartbeats quickened in New York during the 
second round as Favre began to slip down the board. In the slot just 
before the Jets’, the Falcons took Favre (and the Jets settled for 
§ Louisville QB Browning Nagle). 
| The Falcons didn't keep Favre, though. They already had Chris Miller, 
I) who passed for 26 TDs in ‘91. Atlanta's coach at the time, Jerry Glanville, 
{J peered into the future and saw...Billy Joe Tolliver? 

Wolf became GM of the Packers late in ‘91, and later traded a first- 
round choice (OT Bob Whitfield) for Favre, a fair price for a player who 
\ would win back-to-back NFL MVP awards. Incidentally, the two quar- 
terbacks picked ahead of Favre were Todd Marinovich, by the Raiders, 
and Dan McGwire, by Seattle. 


Patriots, first round, 1996 

Bill Parcells fought this pick all the way to a new job with the New 
York Jets. He wanted to draft Baylor defensive tackle Darryl Gardener, 
who landed in Miami. The Tuna had been relieved of his personne! author- 
ity months before, however, and to his disgust, Glenn was the Patriots’ 
pick. All Glenn did was catch a rookie-record 90 passes en route to the 
Super Bowl. 


Broncos, seventh round, 1990 

Known as the kid brother of Green Bay star Sterling Sharpe when 
he entered the NFL, as a wide receiver, Shannon has caught more pass- 
es (393) for more yards (4,884) than any tight end in the league. 


Cowboys, third round, 1991 

One of the few clunkers made by Jimmy Johnson with the Cow- 
boys was his decision to waste a first-round pick in the 1989 supple- 
mental draft on Steve Walsh. Johnson eventually traded him to New 
Orleans for first- and third-round choices in ‘91 and a second-rounder 
in ‘92. He used the third-rounder to take Williams, who was in the Pro 
Bowl by his third season. 


Packers, sixth round, 1990 

This is a graphic example of how to draft a raw talent from a small 
school and then allow him to develop naturally. Paup was hurt most off 
his rookie season, but by early in his second year, he was an invalu- 
able and versatile role player. By his third year, he was a starter; by his 
fourth, he was runner-up to Reggie White in Packer sacks; and by his 
fifth, he was in the Pro Bowl. That development also earned him a rich 
free-agent contract with Buffalo. 


Packers, fifth round, 1993 | 

The Packers acquired Favre and drafted Ty Detmer the year before 
they selected Brunell, whose development in college was hamstrung | 
by having to share the job with Billy Joe Hobert. In 1995 the Pack trad- | 
ed him to Jacksonville. In 1996 the Jaguars were in the AFC final. 
Brunell took every snap a year ago, leading the NFL in passing yards 
(4,367) and all QBs in rushing (396 yards). 


Redskins, seventh round, 1994 

The Redskins selected Heath Shuler as their QB of the future with the 
third pick overall in 1994. In the last round, they took Frerotte. The move fi 
paid off. Shuler, who passed up his final year at Tennessee, was hope- — 
lessly lost in Norv Tumer's playbook. Frerotte took all but one of the team's 
‘snaps in ‘96, and had the second-lowest interception rate (2.3) in the NFL. | 


Cowboys, seventh round, 1991 | 

Even taking into account some of his legendary negatives on the { 
field (the hotdogging incident in Super Bowl XXVII that was foiled by 
Buffalo's Don Beebe, and the 1993 Thanksgiving snow slide, which led 
to a Miami upset), Lett has been a dominant defensive lineman. 


Dolphins, fifth round, 1996 

Thomas has been compared to another outstanding Dolphin mid- 
die linebacker, Nick Buoniconti. Like Buoniconti, he made an immedi- f 
ate impact. Installed as a rookie starter, Thomas had an interception 
at Buffalo later in the year that turned around Jimmy Johnson's first j 
season in Miami. He finished as the No. 5 tackler in the league. 


49ers, sixth round, 1994 

Most NFL teams felt Woodall had the skills and intelligence to make | 
a good pro linebacker, but he played in Division II, making him some- 
thing of a risk. The 49ers acted upon their convictions and got a rare 
talent, a player who started 15 games as a rookie and was in the Pro 
Bowl by his second year. —Larry Felser 


= — - = | 
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thought about grabbing QB Jim Drucken- 
miller, but couldn’t pass up a potentially 
faster Michael Irvin-type. As for the rest, 
two second-rounders, CB Sam Madison 
(Louisville) and DE Jason Taylor (Akron), 
were expected to go in the first round, and 
OT Jerome Daniels (Northwestern) could 
turn out to be a sleeper in the fourth 
round. Third-round OLB Derrick Rodgers 
(Arizona State) needs to learn more about 
the position. 


Alabama LB Dwayne Rudd was con- 

sidered an impact player who would 
be drafted in the top 10. Instead, he went 
to the Vikes at No. 20. Most observers felt 
the Vikings would go for a running back, 
such as Washington’s Corey Dillon, espe- 
cially since Robert Smith is still a question 
mark and Leroy Hoard is not a feature 
back. But Dennis Green wanted to 
upgrade his defense, which ranked 24th 
against the rush, and he couldn't pass on 
Rudd, who may find his way into the 
middle quickly. In fact, Green went for 


defense in his first five picks: Virginia 
Tech CBs Torrian Gray and Antonio 
Banks, LB Stalin Colinet (Boston College), 
and lineman Tony Williams (Memphis). 


The Pats ranked 28th in pass defense, 

then lost Bill Parcells. But they got 
splendid CB Chris Canty (Kansas State) 
with the 29th pick, DT Brandon Mitchell 
(Texas A&M) in the second round, and S 
Chris Carter (Texas) in the third. Canty 
(13 interceptions in 1995-96) should start. 
Another good choice was Iowa’s all-time 
rushing leader Sedrick Shaw, who was 
obtained with the first pick in the third 
round as compensation for losing Parcells. 
And watch G Damon Denson (Michigan), 
who could play his way into the starting 
lineup by midseason. 


Ditka loves those big, tough guys, 

but with the 10th pick, Mike? Col- 
orado G Chris Naeole is legit, but there 
were impact players still on the board 
who could have helped the 3-13 Saints 
more. Heisman winner Danny Wuerffel 
(Florida), taken in the fourth round, was 
a worthwhile pick, and $ Rob Kelly (Ohio 
State) and DE Jared Tomich (Nebraska), 
both second-round picks, will help. Yet 
the player who could be a star is lowa 
State RB Troy Davis, at No. 62. The 
knocks on him are his size and question- 
able hands, but he rushed for 2,185 yards 
and 21 TDs as the Heisman runner-up. 


Darrell Russell 


We like Ike, as in Hilliard, the tal- 

ented WR from Florida. He can be 
a big-play guy, but at No. 7 overall? That's 
questionable because of one reason: Dave 
Brown. A good receiver, especially a 
young one, can only be effective with a 
good quarterback, and the Giants don’t 
have one. Well, at least the Giants got Vir- 
ginia’s Tiki Barber, the back they said is 
the next Dave Meggett. Now Brown has 
someone to dump passes to. The Giants 
then filled the void left by the departure 
of punter Mike Horan with Ball State’s 
Brad Maynard. But they did not get help 
for the offensive line, which they need 
almost as much as a new quarterback. 


Bill Parcells traded the No. 1 spot 

and turned six picks into 11, opting 
for quantity and only a little less quality. 
The Jets added beef to their defensive line 
with UNC's Rick Terry (second round), 
Ronnie Dixon (a trade with the Eagles), 
and Georgia's Jason Ferguson (seventh 
round). The real help on defense comes 
with top pick James Farrior, the OLB from 
Virginia who might bump Marvin Jones 
out the door. Parcells compared third- 
round choice, WR Dedric Ward (North- 
ern Iowa), to “a young Dave Meggett.” 


D “Orlando Pace was the best offen- 
sive player in the draft,” Raiders 
coach Joe Bugel said, “but we felt Dar- 
rell Russell was the best player in the 
draft.” Russell, the highest Raiders’ pick 
since ‘67, isn’t a bad consolation prize. 
An All-Pac-10 selection for the last two 
years, he recorded 19 tackles for a loss in 
‘96. But the rap on him is that he has a 
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Raiders, first round, 1991 

Marinovich literally had Raider blood running through his veins. His 
father, Marv, was an ex-Raider guard and strength coach. Todd was 
destined for the Silver and Black from birth, but a few problems cropped 
up. By the time Marinovich was a sophomore at USC, he was consid- 
ered almost uncoachable. The Trojans didn't argue when he declared 
early for the NFL. The Raiders drafted Marinovich (passing on Brett 
Favre) in the first round despite his “I'd rather be surfin’ " mentality. 
You can still catch a glimpse of Todd when the surf’s up. 


Rams, first round, 1996 

The Comhuskers, up to their clavicles in police-blotter cases, had sug- 
gested to Phillips that he might not want to use his last year of eligibility. 
Cut to Rams owner Georgia Frontiere, at draft headquarters in 1996. With 
the sixth pick in the first round, St. Louis chose Phillips. “My football peo- 
ple assured me he would be all right,” said Madam Ram. lot of NFL per- 
sonnel compared Phillips to Jimmy Brown. Maybe they meant James 
Brown? Phillips (632 yards) could produce yet, but the jury is still out. 


Falcons, first round, 1993 

He was a big talent at the University of Washington, but Lincoln 
Kennedy looked more like William Howard Taft in his brief career in 
Atlanta. The question wasn’t whether he could open holes with his 
immense girth, but whether he would need oxygen after he did so. To 
his credit, he started 16 games with the Raiders last fall. 


Broncos, first round, 1992 

‘Two atrocious career moves here: one by Maddox and one by Dan 
Reeves, Maddox came out of UCLA with two years of eligibility remain- 
ing, but he never reminded anyone in Denver of John Elway. After 
Reeves was fired by the Broncos and then hired by the Giants, he signed 
Maddox. The Giants fired Reeves after the ‘96 season and Atlanta hired 
him. Stay tuned. 


Falcons, first round, 1991 

The Falcons keep taking dead aim and end up shooting themselves 
between the big toe and the little toe. Pickens was the third player cho- 
sen overall in ‘91. The Falcons could have drafted Herman Moore, Eric 
‘Swann, or Todd Lyght. When he finally showed up after a lengthy hold- 
out, Pickens couldn't make it through the first practice. 

“Do you think he'll make an impact?” a reporter asked Jerry Glanville. 

“| can't tell until he stops throwing up,” replied the coach. Pick- 
ens didn't make a dent, much less an impact, with Atlanta or any 
other NFL team. 


Steelers, first round, 1991 

Granted, the draft of ‘91 was not a memorable one, especially by 
the 15th slot, where the Steelers selected. But they should have known 
better. “I wouldn't touch this guy with a 10-foot pole,” said one gen- 
eral manager. “He can't play at all.” The Steelers should have gotten 
a 30-foot pole. Richardson, who played for three teams in as many 
years, is now out of football. 


Eagles, second round, 1994 

Walker was grossly overweight and considered a risk by most NFL 
teams. The Eagles could have chosen Larry Allen, Brenston Buckner, 
Jason Sehorn, or Bert Emanuel. Instead, they took Walker, a symbol of 
the ineptitude of the Rich Kotite era. The Eagles’ first-round pick that 
year was no bargain, either: Georgia offensive tackle Bernard Williams, 
who didn’t make the team, 


Raiders, first round, 1993 

This pick was more a franchise error than a player failure. Al Davis 
used the 12th selection in the first round on Bates, who didn't want to 
be a Raider. He sat out the 1995 season, and days before the ‘96 draft, 
was traded for a second-round pick to Atlanta, which released him in 
April of ‘97. 


Jets, first round, 1992 

Mitchell had just about everything—speed, hands, quickness, 
Moves—when he came out of Nebraska after his sophomore year. 
What he didn't have was maturity. It’s an old Jet story. On the very next 
pick of that draft, the Raiders selected Chester McGlockton, the dom- 
inating defensive lineman. Dallas followed by taking Kevin Smith, who 
became a starting cornerback. Later on in the first round, Kansas City 
selected Dale Carter. 


Cowhoys, first round, 1989 

Walsh was like a coach on the field for Jimmy Johnson at Miami 
University. His one flaw was the lack of a major-league passing arm— 
no big deal in college, but lethal in the NFL. Still, Dallas exercised its 
1990 first-round pick on Walsh in the ‘89 supplemental draft. The puz- 
zling part was that Johnson had taken Troy Aikman in the previous 
draft. When the Cowboys finished 1-15 and would have had the first 
pick in the ’90 draft had they not used it on Walsh, they missed out on 
adding Junior Seau or Cortez Kennedy to their roster. —Larry Felser 
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tendency to make one great play, then 
take three off. The Raiders drafted tack- 
les Adam Treu (Nebraska) and Tim Kohn 
(Iowa State) with their two third-round 
picks, but they’re no Orlando Pace. 


Tim Duncan is available. Oh, that’s 

who the Sixers need. Well, at 6-7, Jon. 
Harris is only a couple of inches shorter 
than Duncan, and coach Ray Rhodes 
brags about all the passes Harris will 
knock down at left DE in place of William 
Fuller. Give credit to the Eagles for dup- 
ing Dallas. By preying on the Cowboys’ 
desire for TE David LaFleur, they got an 
extra fifth-round pick and a third-rounder 
next year in exchange for moving down 
only three spots. South Carolina RB Duce 
Staley looks like a good move, what with 
Ricky Watters possibly flying the coop 
after next season. Maybe two Detmers 
(brother Koy joins Ty) are better than one. 
They are certainly better than one Rod- 
ney Peete. 


The drafting of DB Chad Scott with 

the 24th pick spells the end for Rod 
Woodson. Since the Steelers had already 
Jost Deon Figures and Willie Williams, and 
were having trouble negotiating with 
Woodson, a fan favorite at Three Rivers 
and a seven-time Pro Bowler, Scott was a 
no-brainer. He began his career at Towson 
State on a partial scholarship, only to star 
later at Maryland. Scott is known as a 
fierce competitor, which should fit well in 
Tron City. In the second round, the Steel- 
ers nabbed San Diego State WR Will Black- 
well, who caught 146 passes for 2,207 
yards during the last two years. WR Mike 
Adams, a seventh-rounder from Texas, 
could also surprise. 


Orlando Pace should get a con- 

tract similar to the six-year $15 
million deal Keyshawn Johnson received 
as the top pick last year. But the lineman 
who may surprise is C Ryan Tucker 
(TCU), a fourth-rounder called the 
“third-best offensive lineman in the 
draft” by Dick Vermeil. The Rams also 
picked up CB Dexter McCleon (Clem- 
son) to help with a suspect secondary. 


|, Three times in the past, GM Bobby 
Beathard has traded his first pick, 
but this year he waited until the fifth 
round to make a move—dealing next 
year’s third- and fourth-rounders to 
move up twice. Earlier, he tried and 
failed to get Denver's first pick at No. 28 
and Baltimore’s second choice at No. 34. 
TE Freddie Jones (North Carolina) looks 
like a decent blocker, and North Caroli- 
na A&T’s Michael Hamilton could be a 
starter at OLB. 


This grade could become a Bor an F, 
depending on how Virginia Tech QB 
Jim Druckenmiller pans out. The Niners 
had only three picks in the draft, and 
Druckenmiller’s the guy they wanted at 
No. 26. He's the heir apparent to Steve 
Young, and the first QB taken in the first 
round by the Niners since Steve Spurrier 
in 1967. The Niners traded up in the sec- 
ond round to get FB Marc Edwards (Notre 
Dame), who is insurance for gimpy 
William Floyd. With their final pick, they 
grabbed TE Greg Clark (Stanford) in the 
third round to help spell Brent Jones. 


fit Seattle picked up two big-time 
starters in Shawn Springs and Wal- 
ter Jones. Give coach Dennis Erickson 
credit, as he traded with Atlanta to get the 
third pick Springs), then dealt with Tam- 
pa Bay for the sixth pick (Jones). Springs, 
who left Ohio State with a year of eligi- 
bility remaining, was considered the best 
in a strong draft of DBs. Florida State’s 
Jones will start at left tackle for what 
Erickson hopes is the next 10 years. That 
will allow Seattle to move James Atkins 
to right guard. With their sixth-round 
pick, Seattle took TE Itula Mili (BYU). 


Tony Dungy brought success to the 

Bucs over the second part of last sea- 
son. Now he has had a spectacular draft, 
beginning with Florida State RB Warrick 
Dunn,a three-time 1,000-yard rusher who 
is also a good receiver. With their second 
pick in the first round, the Bucs chose 
speedy Florida WR Reidel Anthony, who 
found the end zone one out of every five 
catches. He should bolster an offense that 
was No. 28 in the NFL last year, along with 
OT Jerry Wansch (Wisconsin) and G Frank 
Middleton (Arizona). 


With the No. 28 defense and a 

dreadful front seven, the Redskins 
used their first three picks, and six of 
eight overall, for defensive players. They 
were thrilled, especially with Miami DE 
Kenard Lang in the first round and Col- 
orado LB Greg Jones in the second. They 
will boost a unit that was last versus the 
run. The ‘Skins, who signed free-agent 
CB Cris Dishman and S Jesse Campbell, 
hope that third-round LB Derek Smith 
(Arizona State) and fifth-round S Jamel 
Williams (Nebraska) contribute. 
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WHEN THE NFL 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 
STOPPED FOR 
THE 1997 SEASON, 
THERE WERE 
ll FACES 
IN NEW PLACES. 


he National Football League has 

experienced its largest turnover 

in head coaches since 1978. In 

that year, there were 15 changes, 
the most in the 28-year history of the AFL- 
NFL merger. In the 18 seasons between 1978 
and this year, the average coaching turnover 
was fewer than six per year. Suddenly, the 
league is so shaken that Mike Ditka has 
turned from a Bear into a Saint. 

Whether it’s a trend or an anomaly, 
coaches feel more pressure than ever to win, 
and sense more impatience than ever on the 
part of owners, fans, and the media. 

“When you're changing 33 percent of an 
industry, that’s quite a volatile arrangement,” 
said Bill Parcells of the New York Jets,a man 
in the eye of the storm. “I think it is impa- 
tience. But when you sign up in this busi- 
ness, it’s with an element of risk. There’s 
change everywhere, not just in football.” 


FIRING LINE 
f Dick Vermeil of the St. Louis Rams felt 
burned out with the Philadelphia Eagles 
14 years ago, he is more likely to be 
torched out this time around. In today’s cli- 
mate of free agency and fast fixes, and with 
huge debt on owners of expensive franchis- 
es, Pittsburgh’s Chuck Noll would have been 
in big trouble following his 1-13 inaugural 
season, and Dallas's Tom Landry might not 
have survived as an 0-11-1 expansion team. 
The stunning success of Carolina and 
Jacksonville, both of which advanced to 
conference title games in their second sea- 
son, did nothing to soothe the climate of 
great expectations. So-called rebuilding pro- 


grams suddenly lost all meaning. 
Carolina Panthers coach Dom Capers 
found every one of his NFC West coach- 
ing colleagues out of a job after he beat 
them, Capers is the dean of his division 
after only two seasons. But three of the 
new coaches now chasing him are old 
faces. Ditka of the New Orleans Saints and 
Vermeil were talked out of their comfort- 
able TV booths, and Dan Reeves of the 
Atlanta Falcons brings his résumé as the 
winningest active coach to his third team. 


FAMILIAR FACES 
n fact, eight of the 11 new coaches are 
familiar faces. Parcells and Ditka are 
former Super Bow! winners. Vermeil, 
Reeves, and Bobby Ross of the Detroit 
Lions have been there. Joe Bugel of the 
Oakland Raiders, Bruce Coslet of the 
Cincinnati Bengals, and Pete Carroll of the 
New England Patriots have been NFL 
head coaches before. Only Kevin Gilbride 
of the San Diego Chargers, Jim Fassel of 
the New York Giants, and Steve Mariucci 
of the San Francisco 49ers are first-timers. 

All 11 are white, an affront to quali- 
fied minority candidates curiously left 
out of the biggest makeover in nearly 20 
years. In a sport now employing 67 per- 
cent minority players, hiring 11 white 
coaches for 11 openings gives the appear- 
ance of a giant leap backward. 

“I'm not embarrassed,” NFL com- 
missioner Paul Tagliabue said. “We're 
working on it.” 

Pushing him are African-American 
assistant coaches who met with the com- 
missioner to clarify hiring procedures and 
practices that obviously lag far behind 
the times. Only three African-Americans 
hold head coaching jobs: Dennis Green 
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coaches (from left) Joe Bugel, 
Pete Carroll, and Jim Fassel are —— 


on the firing line. 


of the Minnesota Vikings, Ray Rhodes of 
the Philadelphia Eagles, and Tony Dungy 
of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

“All we asked for is fairness,” said 
Johnny Roland, offensive backfield coach 
of the Arizona Cardinals. “If we're hired, 
don’t be afraid to fire us if we're not doing 
the job. Fire us just like they fire everybody 
else, if that’s what they’re sensitive to.” 


DEAN'S LIST 

Yat iring is not something owners seem 
Wy shy about doing. The dean is Marv 
Levy. At 72, he is the oldest coach 
since Chicago Bears founder George 
Halas, who coached until he was 73. Levy 
is starting his 12th season with the Buffa- 
lo Bills. In second place is Marty Schot- 
tenheimer, beginning his ninth season 
with the Kansas City Chiefs. In third place 
is Green, by one day over Mike Holmgren 
of the Green Bay Packers and 11 days over 
Bill Cowher of the Pittsburgh Steelers; all 
are starting their sixth season. Of the nine 
changes made in 1992, Green, Holmgren, 
and Cowher are the only coaches left, 

“I think there is an impatience,” Levy 
said. “It comes from lots of sources— 
fans, talk shows. Everybody is allowed 
to be an authority. The grumbles spill 
over on people who make the decisions.” 

“| think there is growing pressure,” 
said Jimmy Johnson of the Miami Dol- 
phins. “You have more ownership that 
is business-oriented, fewer family-owned 
franchises that were more likely to hang 
with a coach, Because of the business 
part, with owners trying to put more 
people in the stands, sell more suites, and 
market their teams, owners become dis- 
satisfied with the head coach quicker.” 

Carroll is returning after an ill-fated 


experiment with the Jets that lasted only 
one year, in 1994. “I’m 80 years old; I 
want to win now,” said Jets owner Leon 
Hess, now 83, two coaches later. 

Rich Brooks got dumped by the Rams 
after only two years, the second of which 
(1996) he started a rookie at quarterback. 

“I don’t think you'll see 10 or 11 
changes every year, but I do think peo- 
ple are more impatient now,” Holmgren 
said, “I’m fortunate I don’t have that type 
of pressure on me. I have pressure to win, 
certainly, but the club has made a long- 
term commitment to me.” 

Holmgren is amazed by Landry, 
Noll, and Don Shula, coaches who last- 
ed more than 20 years in the same place. 
“1 know how you feel at the end of a sea- 
son,” said Holmgren. “My stomach’s all 
screwed up. It takes me about a month 
to get back to normal sleeping patterns.” 


JOB INSECURITY 
rouble is, coaches no longer have 
the luxury of that month to rest, 
Free agency has turned the job 
into a year-round grind of recruiting and 
adjusting, 

“No question this system puts the 
burden directly on the coach,” said Car- 
olina general manager Bill Polian, the 
NFL executive of the year. “In the old 
days, coaching was a function of taking 
players, having them for a long period 
of time, and creating a system that took 
advantage of their abilities. Now, you 
have to retool virtually every year, 
reteach, and change your methods, 
because players turn over every year. It’s 
so much tougher on coaches.” 

Not surprisingly, the competitive 
natures of the best coaches draws them 
to the crucible as a moth is attracted to a 
flame. The excitement is in the challenge, 
and the challenge has never been greater. 

“I could not get rid of the little fire 
inside burning,” Vermeil said, revealing 
he was never entirely burned out. 

“T wouldn't want to be a 20- or 30- 
year-old head coach for the first time and 
have that kind of pressure,” said John- 
son, “but in my situation, hey, I'll be the 
first one to walk if we don’t win. Nobody 


is going to have to call a radio show to 
say get rid of Jimmy Johnson. I didn’t 
come back for security or any other rea- 
son other than to win ball games. 

“Pressure doesn’t bother me at all. A 
younger guy who's got to prove himself 
and learn on the job, it may take him a 
little longer, and I don’t know if owners 
will be patient with a younger guy.” 

‘The youngest of the new group is Mar- 
iucci, 41. After one year as head coach at 
Cal, preceded by four years as an assistant 
with Green Bay, he steps into shoes left by 
George Seifert, who won 100 games faster 
than any coach in NFL history. 


MANY HAPPY RETURNS 
Wencr and Ditka follow Johnson 

and Parcells out of the TV booth, 

where they never felt as high as 
they did on the field. Ditka claimed he 
never had any intention of returning 
until Saints owner Tom Benson and 
GM Bill Kuharich talked him into 
it. Although Ditka had inquiries 
from other teams after the Bears 
fired him in 1993, no one offered 
him a job until the Saints. In an 
unusual move, Ditka opted for a 
three-year contract, even though the 
Saints wanted to commit to five years. 

“If we can’t change this in that 
time, I asked them to get somebody 
else,” Ditka said. 

Money is a lure, or course. 
Johnson was the first to break the 
$2-million-a-year barrier, and 
Parcells followed. After 14 
years away, Vermeil called his 
estimated five-year, $9 million 
deal “more money than I ever dreamt 
of.” But money rarely is the primary 
motivator of coaches, who could proba- 
bly make more working by the hour. 
Benson guessed Ditka might be taking a 
pay cut from his lucrative motivational 
speaking engagements, in addition to his 
salary from NBC. The Saints are paying 
him an estimated $1.3 million a year. 

“The coaches want to get to the pin- 
nacle again,” Johnson said. “As much as 
enjoyed TY, I never had the great feel- 
ings or the horrible feelings in TV that I 
have coaching football. And I want that. 
The misery of being 1-15 [in 1989] made 
that first Super Bow] win fantastic.” 

When people ask Levy whether he is 
contemplating retirement, he bristles, not 
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because he fears retirement but because 
he knows he can’t allow himself the lux- 
ury of planning it. His business is too 
intense to leave room for idle thoughts. 

“Tf you have a timetable on when to 
retire, you don’t know it, but you've 
already retired,” Levy said. 

Ted Marchibroda of the Baltimore 
Ravens is one coach who sees no change 
in the pressure to win or the impatience 
of owners. “I think 11 [coaching] changes 
is just coincidence,” Marchibroda said. 
“The year I went to Indianapolis [1992], 
there were nine changes. It’s just an indi- 
vidual matter with owners. You had to 
win then. You have to win now.” 


The 


when Bill Parcells 
was hired 
as coach. 


WINNER'S CIRCLE 

n Marchibroda’s case, not even win- 

ning was enough. Twice he was let 

go by the Colts after winning. In Bal- 
timore from 1975-79, he was 41-36. In 
Indianapolis from 1992-95, he took a 1- 
15 team to 9-7 his first year and to the 
AFC title game his last, only to find him- 
self looking for work both times. 

Marchibroda’s successor in Indi- 
anapolis, Lindy Infante, explained why 
the pressure of the NFL is so much 
greater than the pressure of college: 

“In college, you can go to a bowl 
game and have a good year even if you 
don’t win the bowl game. It’s not like you 
have to win the national championship 
to be thought of as a good football team. 


were 


in a precarious position 


In college, you've also got a wide spec- 
trum of talent. The University of Florida 
knows it’s going to win certain games, 
it’s just by how much [is the question]. In 
our business, there are 30 teams, and any 
one team can beat the other. Only one 
[will come] out feeling like it has accom- 
plished what it set out to do, and that’s 
the team that wins the Super Bowl. The 
other 29 teams end up ona losing note.” 

Last year, expansion infants Caroli- 
na and Jacksonville added another com- 
parison. They didn’t win it all, but they 
got to the final four in only their second 
season. Mike Shanahan of the Denver 
Broncos went 13-3, but lost to Jack- 
sonville in the AFC playoffs. 

“When you have two teams who did 
as well as they did, it puts more pressure 
on everybody else,” Shanahan said. “The 
average fan doesn’t understand the salary 
cap or the structure. All he knows is that 
two organizations came in and played 
extremely well in their second year of 
existence. How come you didn’t?” 


SALARY CAP AND 
FREE AGENCY 


Tiflis in engines that pope 
d 


the twin engines that propel 
player movement. While stabil- 
ity in management and coaching would 
seem to be an antidote to mobility among 
players, it didn’t work that way in 1997. 
Ditka and Vermeil, like Johnson and Par- 
cells, return to an unfamiliar system. Sup- 
posedly, no coach is able to use the threat 
of firing players to quite the same effect 

as before because of the salary cap. 
Ditka has found a new enemy: 
the architect of the cap. “I can only say it 
took somebody a long time to screw it 
up as much as they did, “ he said. “To set 
football back this far, to make it a game 
of numbers instead of a game of people, 

is really appalling to me.” 

Yet the appeal remains. Overcoming “ 
obstacles is not only what these guys do, 
it’s why they do it. 

“Our job is hard by its nature,” 
Infante said. “Some coaches worry more 
than others. All you can do is give it an 
honest day’s work, look in the mirror, 
and say, ‘Idid everything I could.’ “ 

“Somebody asked me recently, ‘Is 
there anything more fun than being an 
NFL coach?’” Levy said. “I had to say, 
‘Probably not.’” cy 
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by Amani Toomer and Bill Heller 


mani Toomer would experience spectacular highs and numbing lows in 


his rookie season with the New York Giants. The wide receiver from the 


University of Michigan, who caught 143 passes for 2,657 yards and 18 


TDs with the run-happy Wolverines, was the Giants’ second draft choice (after 
Oklahoma defensive end Cedric Jones ) in 1996. He agreed to share his thoughts 
and experiences during his first NFL season with Street & Smith’s readers. 


Friday, July 19 

Training camp begins for the 
Giants at their new preseason 
home, the State University of New 
York at Albany, but neither Jones 
nor Toomer has signed. Giants 
coach Dan Reeves is not pleased: 

“Every day those guys are out, 
there’s no question that hurts. If 
you're a rookie, there’s just too 
much that you have to make up.” 


Sunday, July 21 

Toomer signs his contract, which 
includes a $10,000 donation to the 
Pop Warner Football League that he 
played in at Berkeley, California, and 
$100 to youth football programs in 
New York and New Jersey for each 
catch he makes in the ie season. 

The programs helped me when | was growi 
up. H's na rant to a a role model, to oe hack 
fo the <ommmnunity that raised and supported you. 


Monday, July 22 

His first NFL practice. Toomer is physically impos- 
ing, towering over the other wide receivers, who pair 
up and play catch. Sprints follow, then Toomer shags 
punts, takes part in blocking, agility, and passing drills, 
and performs well in a scrimmage. 


“Amani looked good,” says 
Reeves. “He's a big target. He’s got 
receiving skills and he’s tough. He 
doesn’t seem that fast because he 
has a long stride, but he runs away 
from you.” 

Giants fans plead for auto- 
graphs as the players leave the 
field. “We love you, Amani!” yells 
one fan. Toomer signs programs 
and footballs as he threads his way 
back to the locker room. 

Iwas a little nervous. | feel 
thet every time | go out there, | 
have to prove something. | want 
fo take advantage of eve 
opportunity | gel, contrite any 
way Ton. 

There's more stuff to do on 

ur own here. Al Michigan, 
1 90 fo treatment, they made you do 
u won't want to do it, you don't 


they made 
a (ot. But this, f 
have to... .bul you just might rot be around. 


Saturday, July 27 

Acrowd of 8,500 turns out for an intrasquad, con- 
trolled scrimmage. With Tommy Maddox at quarter- 
back, Toomer runs a crossing route and makes a div- 
ing, 34-yard catch. On a punt return, he cuts up the 
sideline for 25 yards before being stopped. 
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Deep down, 


Actually, ib was a middle return 
and I misjudged it. But | made some- 
thing hap) sppen anyway. | went out there 
and tried to turr a few heads. This 
anap inci hada Chall ouahOce 
Wouldibe: There avein (ob of Mazes 
you have to pick up, 


Monday, July 29 

The Giants continue two-a-day prac- 
tices even though the preseason opener 
at Jacksonville is only four days away. 

M’nw tired, but I'm getting more 
comfortable rr S being out there and 
with the speed of the game. I'm real 
excited about the chance to play ir ar 
NFL game—even though il's preseason. 

ay legs are a little sore, and Pe 
mind's not as sharp as it was the 
couple of d days. But the point of { x 
ing camp isto fight through those 
things, 50 that wher the fourth quarter 
comes, Deon re mentally p proper for 


‘your body being physically fatigued. 


Friday, August 2 

Second on the depth chart, behind 
Thomas Lewis, at wide receiver for the 
game against Jacksonville, Toomer 
returns the second-half kickoff 20 yards. 
He returns a second kickoff 22 yards, 
fumbles the ball at the Giants’ 27, but gets 
it back. On the first pass thrown to him, 
Toomer catches a 12-yarder over the 
middle. The Giants win 24-17. 


Saturday, August 10 

Toomer makes an indelible first 
impression on the Giants’ fans, against 
the visiting Baltimore Ravens. With New 
York behind 12-0 in the second quarter, 
Toomer fields a kick on his own 6 and 
returns it 94 yards for a touchdown. 

In the second half, he catches four 
passes for 79 yards, including a 37-yard 


Camp is harder 


than | thought 


I knew I could play, but 


touchdown from Stan White and a nine- 
yarder to the Baltimore 6, which sets up 
a TD with nine seconds left in the game. 
The Giants lose 37-27. 

| tried to show the coaches what | 
could do tonight. 


Saturday, August 17 

Toomer has one kickoff return for 25 
yards and three punt returns for 33 yards 
ina 13-6 loss to the Jets. 


Friday, August 23 

The Giants get clobbered by visiting 
Carolina 34-7. Toomer finishes the Giants’ 
1-3 preseason as their leading receiver in 
catches (8) and yards (144), and No. 1 in 
kickoff-return yards (163) and average 
(40.8). But he has played very little at 
wide receiver. 

I use not playing as a motivation 
| keep telling myself, 
my chance Cais 1 get discour- 
aged wher | don’t get in, be I have to 
slay ready. My freshman year at 
parchig gan, we had @ rotation of five 
receivers. The first cory le of ganmes, | 
didn't that much, but by the end 


of pikes Iwas starting. 


“Wait until | get 


Monday, August 26 

Toomer takes up residence in an 
apartment in Secaucus, New Jersey. 

It's not bad. But i's noisy and a 
long commute to Giants Steditam 


Sunday evening, September 1 

The Giants open their season at home 
on national TV against Buffalo. Toomer 
has switched uniform numbers, from 18 
to 89. He fields his second punt of the 
night at the 13, starts to his right, cuts 
back quickly, and sees a seam. He accel- 
erates into the open and sets a chub record 
with an electrifying 87-yard return for a 


TD, giving New York a 10-0 lead and 
sending the fans and the Giants’ sideline 
into happy delirium. 

When | cought the ball, | reall 
couldn't see the hole until | beat the 
first guy. Then } knew | was going to 

et past the spent and score. thas t put 
z vast the doubts | had about playing 
inthe vf L. Deep down, | cy sf 
cau pla, bat are vag m litle 
be of SAT 

In the fourth quarter, Toomer fool- 
ishly fair-catches a punt on the 5. 

wa never happen again. | didn't 
realize what pres line 
Ever body said, “What are you 
2” Goin fom college to the pros 
is definitely a big adjustment. You 
have to walch everybody else and learn 
from others. You have to have a lot of 
self confidence. You can't get down. 

The Giants squander a‘17-7 half-time 
lead and lose 23-20 in overtime. Toomer 
finishes with four punt returns for 113 
yards, averages 18.7 yards on three kick- 
off returns, and is named Special Teams 
MVP by Reeves. 


Was On. 


doing? 


Sunday, September 8 

On his 22nd birthday, Toomer learns 
that he is starting against Dallas in place 
of the injured Lewis. 

Kt could be tough, but I'(( be ready. 
A reporter asked f Deion Sanders can 
catch me. | said, I hope | find out, 
because hoa Urena are Weartoll 

‘Toomer returns the opening kickoff 25 
yards. On the first play from scrimmage, 
Dave Brown throws behind Toomer, who 
had stumbled, and the pass is intercept- 
ed. On a reverse, Toomer and former 
Michigan teammate Tyrone Wheatley 
fumble the exchange for an 18-yard loss. 
With Dallas leading 27-0, Toomer makes 
his first NFL reception, for 12 yards. 


! have to 


mraintat 


strength 


mn roy 


Pi yi 
is been stretch 
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Lewis returns and Toomer sees little 
action in a 31-10 home loss to Washing- 
ton. Three games into the season, the 
Giants are 0-3 and Toomer has one catch. 

We haven't been throwing my was 
a lof, but I have to be an optimist. I! 
catch sever or aight one game. Every 
time we play, I Want my head clear 
and | want to have a good shot at 
Winning. I've been as ood fime 
and good opportunities fed (ihe Inn 


getting beter every day. 


Toomer returns three punts for 37 
yards and one kickoff for 25 ina 13-6 vic- 
tory over the Jets. 

I really don't see myself as strict 
b a returner. t's funny, because that’s 
ow it’s turning out, 


The Giants stun unbeaten Minnesota 
15-10. Toomer returns three punts, includ- 
ing one for 30 yards. But with the Giants 
leading 12-10 in the fourth, he drops a per- 
fect throw from Brown ona crossing pat- 
tern, which would have produced a first 
down inside the Minnesota 25. 

Iwas supposed to run a Seven-ste 
route ard ran ib ta aire steps. When | 
turned around, the ball hit me right in the 
face mask. I want to do something to con- 
tribute, and it winds up being a drop. The 
players are a lot ae than | thought. 


On a bye week, Toomer drives to 
Atlantic City. 

The major difference from college is 
that in the NEL I watch a lot of film—five 
or six hours evary week. Inn getting into a 
practice routine. | feel more confortable. 


Minn getting used fo the (ong hours. 


sa little b 


At home against the Eagles, Toomer 
fields a second-quarter punt on his own 
35. Using a block by Coleman Rudolph, 
he breaks to the left sideline, then cuts 
back to the middle and goes in fora TD. 

“He's amazing,” Reeves says. “Some 
guys go through their careers as good 
returners and never score a touchdown. 
It shows his blazing speed.” 

A reporter asked if Rudolph’s block 
on the runback was a clip, and I said, 
“fk was a clip, the ref would have 
called it.” You iC fo set up your blocks. 
| didn't even think I'd be relurning 
punts. | thought I'd be a receiver, and 
that would be it. I'm just trying to do 
alll can in practice (3 get myself on 
the field more. 


On the road against the Redskins, 
Toomer returns one punt for nine yards 
and three kickoffs for 40. On the last play 
of the first half, the Giants try a desper- 
ation pass. Going up for the ball in the 
end zone, Toomer injures his right knee. 

I slowed down to catch the ball and 

Juroped. My legs buckled. | didn’t even 

fall: 1 played is the second half. 


After practice, Toomer sees a doctor 
and learns that his season is over. 

The doctor thought it was a 

artial tear of the ACL, but it was 
completely torn, and $0 was Some 
cartilage. K's weird. It just doesn’t 
bother ‘me that much. } had never been 
injured at Michigan. 

“It’s a blow,” Reeves says. “I hate it 
for the team, but I hate it more for Amani. 
He's a guy we thought would spend the 
first half of the season learning and then 
play a lot in the second half.” 


Gelling my Knee 


back trots 


Ye 


of 


At the time of the injury, Toomer is 
second in the NFL in punt returns, aver- 
aging 16.6 yards. He has averaged 17.4 
yards on 11 kickoff returns, But he has 
caught just one pass. 


Toomer goes on injured reserve. 
The only thing | can do is get my 
knee back Keough rehab. 


Reeves calls Toomer “an exceptional 
playmaker.” He is pleased with his atti- 
tude. “Amani started working out imme- 
diately. He’s down there every morning. 
When there's knee surgery, the important 
thing is how well they rehab.” 

Tusually come in about 9:30 or 10, 
and then ive my knee for about half an 
hour. After that, | ride the exercise bike 

fore going out for lunch. On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, | (ofl weights for my 
igre body cA Mondays, Wednesdays, 
days, and Saturdays, | do eq- 
strengthening exercises, (ke sgials. | 
con walk, but it bothers me when I run. 

I watch the home games from the 
locker room because I’m seeing the 
doctor, but the road games | a fo 
calch on TV. I's not ‘easy, Bub ! should 
be able fo come back 100 percent. | 
have to work on [ittle things—tech- 
niguas, consistenty—to help me get 

Bi danbls Cane Just watting $0 


Tean get back on the field.” 


The Giants finished the season 6-10, 
fired Dan Reeves on December 23, and 
on January 15, 1997, hired Arizona offen- 
sive coordinator Jim Fassel as coach. 

Toomer continued his rehabilitation 
through the winter and expected to be 
fully recovered and an integral part of 
the Giants in ‘97. 


I don't see 
myself 
strictly cs 


6 retirner. 


he biggest team accomplish- 

ment in my 33-year career was 

definitely the Miami Dolphins’ 

17-0 season in 1972. Nobody 
had ever gone undefeated before, and 
nobody has done it since. We turned 
around a team that had been 3-10-1 in 
1969 to 10-4 the next year, my first season 
in Miami. We went to the Super Bow! [VI] 
in 1971, against the Dallas Cowboys, but 
we walked away from that a loser [24-3]. 
Then came the ‘72 season, 

Once we got to 12-0, we started to 
think about the possibility of winning 
them all. And why not? We had only 
three close calls the entire season. 

We were in a unique position going 
into Super Bow! VII against the Washing- 
ton Redskins. We were 16-0, yet the Red- 


BY DON SHULA 


skins, who were 13-3, were the favorites. 
‘That might have had something to do with 
my record. I’d been to two previous Super 
Bowls and lost them both, one against the 
New York Jets [16-7 in Super Bowl III], 
when I was coaching the Baltimore Colts, 
and the one against the Cowboys in ‘71. 

So there was a lot of apprehension on 
my part, The whole season would be a fail- 
ure if we didn’t win the Super Bowl. My 
former boss in Baltimore, Carroll Rosen- 
bloom, never forgave me for leaving the 
Colts to coach the Dolphins, and he was 
telling everyone that I was 0-2 in Super 
Bowls. If we had lost that game, I'd have 
been the only coach to go 0-3. 


UNFORGETTABLE GAME 


hat’s got to be the 
biggest game of my 
coaching, career, the one 
I'll remember the longest. We 
beat the Redskins 14-7, and I 
felt such a sense of relief and 
accomplishment. We scored a 
touchdown in each of the first 
two quarters and turned the 
game over to our so-called No- 
Name Defense. In the closing 
minutes, Garo Yepremian set 
up for a field goal, but the 
snap and placement got 
botched, and Garo threw a 
pass that was intercepted and 
returned for a touchdown. 
Who ever thinks something 
like that will happen? 
The thing you learn when 
you take a team to a Super 


Among Hall of Fame coach Don Shula’s record 347 
victories were the 17 he achieved 25 years ago with 
the 1972 Miami Dolphins, the only undefeated 
team in pro football history. Shula spoke about 


that special season with author Jim O’Brien. 


BowI is that both teams are treated the 
same the week before the game. After 
the game, they talk only about one team, 
and you want to be that team, 

Getting to the Super Bowl is one 
thing, but you still have to win. No mat- 
ter how confident you might be in your 
coaching ability, you're still judged by 
whether you won or lost the big, ones. 
That’s why I have always admired 
Chuck Noll, who had been my assistant 
in Baltimore, He was 4-0 as a head coach 
in the Super Bowl. 

It’s hard to compare my ‘72 Dolphins 
with other great teams of the past, but 
they went into an area where no other 
team has gone. I was very demanding, | 
got the players to work hard and to 
accomplish to the best of their abilities. 
We had a team with great mental tough- 
ness that never made any mistakes on 
offense or defense. The players under- 
stood what we wanted done. They were 
intelligent, competitive, very unselfish, 
and determined. 


SPECIAL PLAYERS 

n Bob Griese, we had a great field 

general. In Larry Csonka, we had a 

short-yardage runner who could get 
us into the end zone. Paul Warfield was 
a receiver who came up with big plays, 
and Mercury Morris was a breakaway 
threat. We had a great front line, anchored 
by Jim Langer at center and Larry Little 
at guard. People called us dull, said we 
were not an exciting football team. A lot 
of that had to do with Griese and his per- 
sonality; he was businesslike in his 
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approach, a low-key operator. But we had 
flair in Morris and Warfield. 

Some guys from that team are in the 
Hall of Fame—Csonka, Griese, Little, 
Langer—but not one defensive player. I 
hope that is corrected someday. Guys like 
Nick Buoniconti, Jake Scott, and Dick 
Anderson were quality ballplayers on 
our defense. Buoniconti was an amazing 
guy. He weighed about 215 or 220 at best, 
but he could play football, and he was 
the leader of our No-Name Defense. 

Earl Morrall came through for us in 
a big way that year, just as he had for me 
in Baltimore. When Griese went down 
with an ankle injury in the fifth game, 
everybody was shaken up. Earl was 38 
at the time, but he calmly came in and 
gave us great leadership. We won the 
next nine regular-season games and the 
first round of the playoffs behind him. 


TOUGH DECISIONS 


ne of the most difficult moves I 

ever had to make was replacing 

Earl. We were struggling in the 
second half of the AFC championship 
game against Pittsburgh. So I put Griese 
in, and we pulled that game out of the bag. 
Then, I had a decision to make: Who 
should start in the Super Bowl? I went 
with Griese. Earl, being the unselfish 
team player that he was, helped make 
that easier. He was the best, a real class 
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guy: He did the same thing for me in Bal- 
timore when Unitas was out, helping 
take us to Super Bowl III. 

I've been lucky to have some great 
quarterbacks. Talk about the two-minute 
drill: Johnny Unitas invented the two- 
minute drill! I had Griese and Morrall. 
Then I had Danny Marino. He's gotta be 
recognized as the best ever. Dan has all 
the numbers—he broke every passing 
record. And he did it in fewer years than 
[Fran] Tarkenton. 

As long as I’ve been in sports, I 
always thought people and teams were 
measured by their accomplishments. 
When you're a team that’s done what we 
did, you ought to get recognized. And 
17-0 was a great accomplishment. 


PRESERVING THE RECORD 


here's been a strong bonding of 
that team. Every year, when some 
team gets off to a strong start, and 
is undefeated at some point, 
our guys from ‘72 start pulling 
for someone to beat that team. 
They don’t want our record to 
be equaled. 

That really showed in ‘85 
when the Bears came to Mi- 
ami. They were 12-0 and deter- 
mined to win them all. It was 
a Monday night, and all our 
alumni from the 17-0 team 
were there. They knew the 
Bears had a great opportunity 
to go undefeated. 

The game was played 
with the intensity of a Super 
Bowl. When you pulled into 
the parking lot, you could 
sense the excitement. In the 
pregame warm-up, everyone 
was so fired up. That was 
another one of the great jobs of 
my coaching career. It was 
probably the best first half of 
football I’ve ever been around. 
We scored 31 points, and I 
remember [coach] Mike Ditka 
and Buddy Ryan, his defen- 
sive coordinator, were ready to 
duke it out at half time. That 
game gave me a great deal of 


pleasure. It was the only one the Bears 
lost that year. 

I’m not sure if a team can go unde- 
feated today. It’s different now. The rules 
have changed. Free agency has changed 
a lot of things. Player agents are more 
prominent, and they’ve gotten in 
between the coach and the players. 

Is there ever going to be a team that 
goes 17-0 again? If history is any indica- 
tion, then it’s not likely. All of us who’ve 
been around a long time know, however, 
that it can happen. People thought 
George Halas’s record [for career victo- 
ries] would never be broken, either. 

I haven't missed a lot of the things 
that have crept into the game. But I 
always felt game day was something spe- 
cial. And in 1972, all the games proved to 
be extra special. a 


Jim O'Brien has a new book on the Steele 


Keep The Faith, coming out in September. 
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_ Coaches and players use 
anything, including psychological ploys, to 
gain a competitive edge. 


by Scott Ostler, San Francisco Chronicle 
illustrations by Steve Haefele 


eeb Ewbank, who coached the New York Jets 
of the Joe Namath era, had an expression. It 
was a bit of a malapropism, but it could be the 
motto of every player and coach in the NFL, 
then and now. When Ewbank would argue with 
a game official, he would make his point and 
then explain, “All I want is my fair advantage.” 
Right there, Ewbank distilled the essence of the game. News 
flash: Pro football is a violent, nasty war fought by desperadoes. 
Losing is death, winning is life. 

Survival comes from gaining an edge. Every player lifts 
weights, studies film, analyzes computer printouts, eats vitamins. 
So what's the wild card in the deck, the one area where, all other 
things being equal, a player or coach can gain his fair advantage? 

The head, Fred! If a player can crawl inside his opponent's 
noggin and steal an ounce of that man’s courage or concentra- 
tion, plant a doubt or two, he’s got the edge. Or if a player thinks 
he’s done that to an opponent, even if he hasn’t, that player has 
jacked himself up the notch that separates the butt-kickers from 
the kickees. 

New Jets coach Bill Parcells, who has taken the Giants and 
the Patriots to the Super Bowl, has earned a reputation as a psy- 
chologist on the sidelines. 

“Nothing Bill says or does is just casually thrown out there,” 
one Patriots insider says. “Everything he says or 


does has a distinct purpose. He finds a person’shot fill New Jets coach 


buttons and he pushes ‘em.” 


Parcells plants messages for his players through Bill Parcells has 


the media, a common practice of many coaches. As 


Dolphins coach jimmy Johnson once said toa gath- {wy @arned a reputation 
ering of reporters, “I never talk to you; I talk through F 3 
you. Everything Johnson saysis meant tofiterbak | @S a PSychologist 


to his team and have some psychological impact. The st oli 
same for Parcells Herefered tothe injury rehab of ‘OM the Sidelines. 
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rookie receiver Terry Glenn early last sea- 
son, saying, “She’s coming along fine.” 

Aslip of the tongue? Not a chance. 
Parcells’s message was clear, and whether 
it inspired Glenn to hurry his return is 
unknown. The fact is, the rookie did come 
back soon after and make a huge contri- 
bution to the Patriots’ Super Bowl run. 

A player who absorbs Parcells’s sub- 
tle digs and lessons, and buys into his 
psychology, earns the Big Tuna’s ultimate 
praise: “He gets it.” 

“Coach Parcells plays all kinds of 
mind games,” Willie Clay of the Patriots 
told The New York Times, “but they are all 
with the purpose of making you a better 
player and of making the team a better 
team.” 

“Head games, that’s the deciding fac- 
tor, the difference between winners and 
losers,” said Jamie Williams, a former 
tight end for the Oilers, 49ers, and 
Raiders (1984-94). 


Seeing the Light 


A famous example: In the ‘70s, oppos- 
ing coaches were convinced that Raiders 
boss Al Davis resorted to devious tactics, 
even spy devices. Harland Svare, then 
coach of the Chargers, was so positive that 
Davis had planted a microphone in the 
visiting coach’s dressing room in Oakland 
that he shook his fist at a light bulb and 
screamed, “Damn you, Al Davis!” 

That story illustrates not only how 
silly and ridiculous these mind games 


are, but how effective they can be. The 
Raiders won games and dominated a 
couple of decades. 

John Madden, who coached the 
Raiders from 1969 through ‘78, insisted 
he didn’t believe in mind games. But if 
other coaches and players believed, what 
the heck, why not go with the flow? 

“I learned,” Madden said, “that 
when someone complained about some- 
thing the Raiders did—accused us of 
dirty tricks—just take the credit. 

“The Oakland Coliseum had lousy 
drainage, the field was usually wet, and 
other teams always said we watered the 
field to make it sloppy. Why would we 
do that? We had a lot of speed; we didn’t 
want a wet field. But why try to deny it? 
I'd say to [Kansas City coach] Hank 
Stram, ‘Gee, Hank, I told our guy to 
water the field for two hours, but he 
turned the hose on and went to lunch, 
had a few drinks, left the water running 
for eight hours. I’m really sorry.’ “ 


You Dirty Rat 

One Saturday before the Chiefs were 
to play in Oakland, Madden happened 
to walk past the visitors’ locker room and 
saw several men working. 

“What are you guys doing?” 

“We're exterminators, coach. There 
area lot of rats in here; we're going to get 
rid of ‘em.” 

“Don’t do that,” Madden said. “Take 
the afternoon off. I'll see that you get paid 
for the job. We'll feed the rats.” 

The next day before the game, Mad- 
den dropped by to say hello to Stram, 
and ina voice loud enough for the Chiefs’ 
players to hear, said, “Hank, there are a 
lot of rats around here—big ones. We've 
got the exterminators on it, but nothing 
seems to work. Those rats are so tough.” 

Madden later learned that some of 
the Chiefs dressed for the game standing, 
on stools. Still, Madden insisted, “I don’t 
think that stuff really works. All it does 
is entertain you.” 


Scare Tactics 
Really? Tell that to the players who 
devote so much time and energy to get- 


The Chiefs dressed 


nervously after Raiders 


coach John Madden 


apologized for the rats 


ting into their opponents’ heads. Jamie 
Williams, for instance, wore his hair in 
long, braided dreadlocks. 

“That was part of my psych game,” 
said Williams, currently working on his 
Ph.D. “If I could get my opponent believ- 
ing I was a little bit off my rocker, that I 
was a loose cannon, it would be harder 
for him to think about his job. I played 
for the straight-arrow 49ers, for a coach 
[George Seifert] who wanted everyone to 
be the same, so my opponents had to be 
thinking, This guy must be something if 
they let him get away with that hair.” 

During warm-ups, Williams would 
take off his helmet and strut past the 
opposing team. 

“Junior Seau is good at that, too,” 
Williams said. “He'd walk away from his 
team during warm-ups, walk by our 
offensive linemen, saying, in effect, Idon’t 
respect the fact that this is your area.’ 

“The ‘86 Bears—[Jim] McMahon, 
[Mike] Singletary, [Otis] Wilson, [Richard] 
Dent, [Wilber] Marshall—those guys 
wouldn’t even warm up with their team. 
They’d stand at the 50-yard line and glare 
atus.” 

Williams remembered his first game 
against the then-feared Raiders. “I’m 
lined up against Lyle Alzado, and he 
looks directly at me and starts growling. 
Not like he’s joking, but like there’s real- 
ly something seriously wrong with him. 
I’m thinking, No, God, tell me this ain’t 
real. Alzado forced a decision on me. Am 
I gonna face fear, or will I hesitate? I 
believe I closed my eyes, at first, and took 
that step in the darkness.” 


Painful Lesson 


Mention intimidation, and the name 
Lawrence Taylor invariably pops up. 

“L.T. was a master,” Williams said. 
“When he decided he wanted to make 
you look bad, he could do that. He was 
not a big-time talker, but his body lan- 
guage and demeanor were profound. 
He’s dark-complected, but he has bright 
eyes, so he'd look at you and all you 
would see were his eyes. You'd come out 
of the huddle and he'd be looking at you 
like, ‘I'm gonna rip you to shreds.” He 
could look right through you. Isaw guys 
who were defeated by that look. They 
were like a deer in the headlights. 

“When I was with Houston, one of 
our guys did something wrong to L.T., 
and he said, not loud, That just cost your 
quarterback some pain.’ Next play, he 
sacked Warren Moon. Hard.” 

If you're going to be an intimidator, 
though, you'd better bring your best 
stuff. Russ Bolinger, a guard who played 
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nine years in the NFL for the Lions and 
Rams, and now scouts for the Lions, was 
known as an eccentric and a talker. 

“In ‘82, the first game after the strike, 
we played the Bears,” Bolinger recalled. 
“Jim McMahon was a rookie, and Ditka 
starts him. I thought, If I get a chance, I’ll 
try to intimidate this kid. 

“McMahon already had a rep of 
being a big whiner and complainer, so he 
throws an interception and starts crying 
to the official about pass interference. He 
stays on the field to argue, he’s got his hel- 
met off, and I tell my guys, ‘Watch this.’ 

“{ walk over and get in his face, start 
screaming, ‘Hey, get off the field, you 
@#$%&* Mormon #$%&*@.” 

“McMahon turns and screams back 
in my face, ‘Hey, you stupid *&%$#@, 
I’m not a @#$%&* Mormon, I’m a 
&*%$#@ Catholic, so @%$# you!” 

“I said to myself, ‘Bleep, this guy’s 
gonna be good.’ ” 

As Bolinger learned, tough talk 
works best if you can back it up. 


Water Break 

“Howie Long, he was a legitimate 
badass,” Bolinger said. “One time against 
Seattle, the Seahawks were holding and 
cutting Howie. There was a time-out, the 
water boy was about to give the Seattle 
players their water, and Howie walked 
right into their group. He had his helmet 
off, and he said, ‘Put that water down— 
you don’t deserve it. If you keep this crap 
up, after the game I’m going to beat you 
up in the parking lot, in front of your 
families.’ And while Howie was talking, 
he was drinking their water. Nobody 
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said a word to him.” 

The great players seem to be the 
best psychologists, and maybe there’s a 
connection. 

“Jerry Rice is a master at head 
games,” Williams said. “You'd see him 
get tackled, they’d just knock the 
dogstuff out of him, and he’d jump up 
like it was a routine hit. Then he’d whis- 
per to me in the huddle, ‘God, they 
almost killed me, Jamie. I almost had to 
come out.’ Jerry's got a lot of pride, but 
that’s more than pride; it's making the 
other team believe you're invulnerable. 

“Quarterbacks work on your head, 
too. Joe Montana was a master. You can 
tell the great quarterbacks by the way 
they walk up to the line. Like they're gun- 
slingers. If the defense sees weak eyes in 
the quarterback, it’s like smelling blood. 

“Joe would walk up to the line smil- 
ing. If a linebacker was three feet out of 
position, and that meant blitz, Joe would 
look directly in that linebacker’s eyes and 
start calling an audible, like he just bust- 
ed the guy.” 

Dan Marino, John Elway, and Steve 
Young are three quarterbacks who have 
mastered the “That's right, we're bad” 
saunter to the line of scrimmage. But 
Daryle Lamonica may have been the king 
of bad. When he was the Raiders’ mad 
bomber, Lamonica would walk from the 
huddle windmilling his right arm. 


The Bear Necessities 
Coaches, all of whom are head cases, 
work the angles, trying to inspire their 
own players and intimidate opponents. 
For legendary Bears coach George Halas, 


Bears owner George 
Halas once actually 
sold tickets to fans 
on the Rams’ bench. 
— 


no trick was too petty. He would make 
sure that the visitors’ locker room in 
Chicago had 10 clean towels for the 
whole team. One game against the Rams, 
Halas actually sold tickets to fans on the 
Rams’ bench. 

The big question on gamesmanship 
is, Does it work? 

“Tt does if you win,” Madden said. 
“Gamesmanship is like leadership. A 
guy's a good leader if he’s playing well. 
If he’s not playing well, all he is is a guy 
who talks too goddamn much. If you 
win, you can go backward with your log- 
ic: ‘We won because we wore black uni- 
forms and acted tough’ “ 

Still, Madden figured if opposing 
coaches wanted to worry about Raiders 
plots, who was he to stand in their way? 

“{Former Houston Oilers coach] Bum. 
Phillips was convinced we pumped heli- 
um into balls for our punter, Ray Guy,” 
Madden said. “I told Bum, ‘Yeah, we do 
that. But [center Dave] Dalby can’t snap 
a helium ball because it would just float 
like a blimp, so he hikes a regular ball and 
Guy switches it for a helium ball.’ “ 

And while Bum was busy mulling 
over that one, the Raiders were winning 
the football game. a 
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zona CARDINALS DALLRS COWBOYS re YORK BIANTS PHILADELPHIA EAGLES wasuineton REDSKINS 


atSeattle 10:00 83 OAKLAND = 800, atBaltimore 8:00 82 atNY.Jets 800 8/2 v.18, (Orlando) 7:30 
a8 atstiais 800 8 stew Elan 800 89 JAGSONLLE B00 8/11 atPtsburgh 8:00, Be vou ah) 100 
8/16 atChicago 800, a5 STLOUS = 800, a6 NYJETS 800 8/16 BALTIMORE — 8:00, 816 atAtanta 7:30 
B/22 OAKLAND 9:00, 8722 HOUSTON 800 822 ¥.G.B. (Madison) 8:00 8/21 NEWENGLAND 8:00 821 atMiami_ 8.00 


B91 atGincinnali 1:00, 8131 atPitsburoh 1:00 31 PHILADELPHA 1:00 (10-19) 831 atNY.Giants 1:00 (19-10) 831 atCarolina 8:00 

9/7 DALLAS 8.00 (6-10) 9/7 atArzona 8:00 (10+ 917 at Jacksomile 4:00, ‘97 GREENBAY 4:00 (13-39) 9/7 atPitsburgh 1:00, 

9/14 atWashington 1:00 (37-34y" 9/15 PHILADELPHIA 9:00 (21-< BALTIMORE — 1:00 atDalas 900 (31-21) 914 ARZONA = 1:00 (34-37 
921 Bye 921 Bye 9 400 921 Bye 9121 Bye 

9/28 atTampa Bay 1:00 (13-9) 9728 CHICAGO — 400 (6 9728 1:00 6-17) 928 at Minnesota 8:00 9/28 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
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1ON2 NV.GIANTS 4:00 (31-23) 10/13 at Washington 9:00 (10+ 400 (23-31) at Jacksonvile 1:00 1013. DALLAS 9200. (37-10) 
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19 atDallss 1:00 @-17) 11/9 ARIZONA 1:00 (17-3 19 400 11/0. SAN FRANCISCO 8:00 1/9 DETROT = 1:00 

NG atMLy, Giants 1:00 (8-16) TWIG WASHINGTON 1:00 21 16 1:00 11/16 atBalimore 1:00 1116 atDallas 100 (10-21) 
11/23 atBalimore 1:00 19/23 atGreen Bay 1:00 (21-4 1123 800 Qt. 11/23 PITTSBURGH 1:00, 11723 NY.GIANTS 8:00 (31-21) 
11780 PITTSBURGH 4:00, 1427 HOUSTON — 4:00, 1120 400 11/90 CINCINNATI 1:00 11980 ST.LOUIS 1:00 (17-10) 
12/7 WASHINGTON 4:00 (27-26) 12/8 CAROLINA — .00 127 100 0 127 NY.GANTS 1:00 (24-0) 12/7 ativizona 4:00 (26-27) 
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tenes tat a mtg nag YO eRe oer SHED tay SER 4 

iy ‘9/7 TAMPA BAY 1:00 (21-6) < L 9/7 at Detroit (6-21) 
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Man) 400 1028 Be 127 ate Epand 900 toe ys2g fp 12s MANES. 90 (24-19) 
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at Minnesota — 1:00 (15-13) 11/9 atWashington 1:00 Ww (24-9) 9 (13-15), 19 at Atlanta 
NYE 400 116 MINNESOTA 1:00 (22-24 B ying Whe feiza 11/76. NeW ENGLAND 
TAMPA BAY 1:00 (13-10 11/23 INDANAPOUS 1:00 123 2) fiz 123. at Chicago (10-13) 
‘at Detroit 12:30 (16-35) 11/27 CHICAGO 12:30 (35-16) wh (21-30) wa (30-21) 11/30 at NY. Giants, 
‘BUFFALO 1:00 127 atMami 8:00 127 atTampa Bay (43) 127 127 GREEN BAY 834) 
at St. Louis 8:00 (35-9) 12/14 at Minnesota 1:00 (13-17) 12/14 at Carolina 124 (17-13) 12/14 at N.Y. Jets: 
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8/22 at Jacksonville _7:30, 8/22 PITTSBURGH 8:00 W22 atChicago 7:30 KANSAS CITY 8:00 823 aMDemver 6:00 
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8 MINNESOTA 7.30 8/16 atSeatte 10:00, 8/10 CHICAGO” 8:00, a7 DENVER 1:00 8/16 atNY. Giants 800, 
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8/2 NY GIANTS 8:00 8 at Indianapolis 8/2 ¥.N.0.(Momph) 7:00 ‘3 CAROLINA — 3:00 727 v.Chi. (Dublin) 1:00 
Bat VY. Jos 8:00 8/8 at Detroit 3 8/9) v. Was. (Nash) 7:00 M9 IN Omns 800 B/2 at Kansas Cily 8:00 
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SYS). ACKSONVILLE 400 (5-207 F131 ARONA 31 OAKLAND 1:00 31 atgatinoe 400 @a.25r ff W2? sarin _600 
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1123 ARIZONA 1:00 19/23. JACKSONVILLE 400 (28-21) JB 11/23, BUFFALO 1:00 11/23 atCincinati 4:00. (1 11/23. at Philadelphia 1:00 

11/80 at Jacksonvile 1:00 (27-30) ff 11/30. at Philadelphia 127 atDalas 400 180 BALTIMORE 1:00 (0 130 atAvizona—— 4:00 

127 SEATTLE 1.00 12/4 HOUSTON 27-29" 12/4 atcincinath 8:00 (90-27)" 12/7 NEWENGLAND 1:00 127 OENVER 1:00 
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Predicted order 
of finish 


Even after scoring less than the Eagles, Redskins, 
and Cardinals, the Cowboys came out on top. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


verything caved in on Dallas last year 

except the NFC East. Even after scoring 

fewer points than Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, and Arizona, and only a few more than New 
York, the Cowboys finished ahead of all of them. 
The trouble is, the Cowboys’ leading scorer was 
Chris Boniol, who defected to the Eagles. He would- 
n't be the first kicker to affect the balance of power 
ina division race. Two years ago, Morten Andersen 
moved from New Orleans to Atlanta and kicked the 
Falcons into the playoffs by kicking the Saints out. 


Dallas Cowboys 

As worn out as the Cowboys appear, it is still 
difficult to like any of the other NFC East quarter- 
backs over Troy Aikman, the glue of a faltering 
franchise. The pressure on Aikman to score will be 
greater than ever because the Cowboy defense is 
without the suspended Leon Lett and the injured 
Charles Haley and must be happy with weekend 
contributions from baseball’s Deion Sanders ear- 
ly in the season. 

Barry Switzer is counting on Emmitt 
Smith’s legs and Michael Irvin's 
head to rebound from subpar 
showings. A five-week mid- 
season stretch with trips to 
the Giants, Redskins, Eagles, 
and 49ers will give rivals 
the chance to close the 
lid on this Dallas era. 


“ua 


Washington 
Redskins* 

The worst team 
in the league at stop- 
ping the run last year, 
the Redskins vow to begin a new life 
in Maryland with a stouter defen- 
sive front. Adding Sean Gilbert last 
year wasn’t nearly enough, and a 
misleading 7-1 start turned into a 
2-6 finish. 

So Norv Turner hired ex-Giants 
coordinator Mike Nolan to revamp 
the defense. No other NFC team had 
a bigger disparity between yards 
allowed and yards gained. The prob- 
lems go beyond just one side of the 
ball, however. Wide receiver Michael 
Westbrook’s health is vital to the suc- 
cess of quarterback Gus Frerotte. 


Philadelphia Eagles* 

Will Rodney Peete beat out Ty Detmer as the 
No. 1 quarterback, as he did last year before he got 
hurt? Will the starter complement the other 
weapons that Ray Rhodes has assembled? Will 
Ricky Watters ever be happy? 

These are some of the questions the Eagles 
must answer before they take their next step. They 
will start to find out in the second week of the sea- 
son against the Packers and in the third week 
against the Cowboys. Last year, the Eagles failed 
tests against both teams in the first five weeks. Sta- 
tistically, only the Packers and the Broncos were 
better both offensively and defensively. But the 
Eagles must start to win the big games. 


Arizona Cardinals 
Drafting Arizona State quarterback Jake 
Plummer was the most popular move this fran- 
chise could have made. Even if Plummer doesn’t 
beat out Kent Graham, fans are likely to fol- 
low him to Sun Devil Stadium out of habit. 
Coach Vince Tobin has to tighten the 
defense. The Cardinals were doomed by 
yielding more points than anyone in the 
division. A better running game would 

relieve some of the pressure. 


New York Giants 

Jim Fassel, formerly the 
Cardinals’ offensive coordina- 
tor, must rescue the worst 
offense in the league. His mis- 
sion is to salvage Dave Brown, 
whose pass-efficiency rating 
was last in the NFC. Draft- 
ing Florida receiver Ike 
Hilliard No. 1 was the first 
step toward improvement. 
Adding third-down back 
Tiki Barber was the second. 
Fassel did a good job 
with ex-Giants quarterback Gra- 
ham in Arizona, so Brown should 
be a familiar challenge for 
him. The other challenge 
is to keep afloat a defense 
that gave up only 18.6 
points per game and 

still couldn’t win. 


Cowboys’ Emmitt Smith 
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STRAT-O-MATIC IS 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if For example, If you have a quarterback 2 GAMES IN ONE 
that's your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you. who can't “cut the mustard deep”, but 
Yes, you can actually set up these and throws great short patterns to his backs, 
countless other defenses to battle pro that's precisely the way he will react in 
football's varied offense formations Strat-O-Matic, If you have that big back on 
including full house backfield, 4 wide — your team who has trouble running outside 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments. but is a powerhouse straight ahead, that's 
‘Strat-O-Matic actually combines unbeliev- the way he will be in Strat-O-Matic. 
able coaching strategy with the amazing Receivers, who have limitations going 
talents of 1000 NFL football players who deep but are excellent at catching 
perform according to their actual abilities. short and medium passes, perform the 
Both the stars and second stringers from same way in Strat-O-Matic. Defenses also 
all 30 NFL teams will pass, run, kick and will react precisely the same in 
play defense for you. Strat-O-Matic. Green Bay, led by their 

Each player's strengths and weakness- fierce front four, will be devastating against 
es are measured in STRAT-O-MATIC. both the run and the pass. 


TOLL FREE NUMBER > 800-645-3455 


FOR Football Game Purchases with Visa or Master Cards al ASK | FOR Dept. mi 5003 


— All orders (mail and phone) shipped within 72 hours. 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into two 
electrifying creations - STRAT-O-MATIC 
ADVANCED AND SUPER ADVANCED 
FOOTBALL. BUT IF YOU PREFER A 
MUCH SIMPLER GAME WITH JUST 
PLAYER ABILITIES INVOLVED AND A 
MINIMAL AMOUNT OF STRATEGY - 
OUR BASIC VERSION IS FOR YOU. 
There is no need to purchase either 
version separately, as all game parts 
and instructions for both versions are 
included in our famous football game 


FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-O-Matic Games. http: /www.strat-o-matic.com 
FOR a FREE brochure on our Football Game. MAIL COUPON NOW 

| iicetieatlesliele lel ele ele Nel Natt 
Toll free number is available 8:30 AM. ~ 9 STRAT-O-MATIC GAME CO., INC. Dept. 5003 l 
4:30 P.M., EST, Monday - Friday (except 46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 
in January) in continental United States | Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure and a national listing of I 
(excluding parts of New York), Puerto Rico J _ Stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. I 
and Canada, to order STRAT-O-MATIC 
games with Visa or Master Card. All orders. J Name => 7 I 
shipped within 72 hours. If you prefer, mail in 
coupon found at right fora FREE brochure or I address = = i] 
call our toll number, 516-671-6568. I I 

city State______Zip. 
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More than ever, the Cowboys’ fortunes rest 
on the shoulders of Aikman, Smith, and Irvin. 


Troy Aikman he Cowboys had plenty to celebrate last Adding more pressure to the Big Three is the 
makes Dallas the year, Their fifth straight NFC East title is defection of placekicker Chris Boniol to Philadel- 
fevori | Md the unprecedented. Their 24 postseason  phia. Because the offense stalled so often short of 


appearances are the most of any team since the __ the goal line, Boniol led the Cowboys in scoring. 
Cowboys joined the NFL. Their nine Pro Bowl 
players led the league. Long-running Record 
Mostly, they celebrated the end of the year, Smith, 28, faces the question of durability after 
when they could put controversy and injury carrying the ball more times in the last seven years 
behind them. The Cowboys will never be —_ (2,334) than anyone else. Injuries hampered his sea- 
quite the same. Their image tarnished by a _ son, and the inevitable issue of tired legs greets him 
penchant for breaking the law and league __this year. Smith has spent more time in the weight 
rules, they are ina battle with themselves room and is eager to meet the challenge. 


= for survival. To make sure Smith has everything he needs 

¥ to rebound, Cowboys owner Jerry 

The Big Three Bite Maltistte-Mm Jones paid fullback Daryl Johnston 

More than ever, the team’s for- (ECO CeCuSE more money ($7.6 million over five 

tunes rest with Troy Aikman, Emmitt #AGEIIIS LAr years, including a $2 million bonus) 
Smith, and Michael Irvin. They must WUGSS00) 5 than a normal 31-year-old blocking 
correct the shortage of points on ##MSIR%) i back might expect. It was a reward 
offense and come to the aid of a @RSauLLI) f not only for the Moose’s unsung 
defense that was gallant in defeat last #MAUNUE) but vital role in the offense, but for 


Punt Returns 9 0 T21 
Kick Returns 25,3 2 
Total Defense 273.9 
Against Pass 175.4 
Against Run 98.5 
Points Allowed 15.6 
Interceptions 19 T14 
Sacks 37 T10 


year but continues to erode. 
Tackle Leon Lett is out for at 
least most of the season, serving 
a drug suspension. End Charles 
Haley’s back appears to have 
finally given out. Linebacker 
Darrin Smith has gone to 


his good example off the field. The 
cheering you hear is from Smith 
and Aikman. 


Reception Line 
Irvin led the team in receiving, 
but he got into the end zone only 
Philadelphia and safety George twice as defenses were able to con- 
Teague to Miami. Cornerback Deion Sanders —_centrate on him, Eric Bjornson caught more pass- 
is squeezing early-season practices and __ es (48) than any other NFC tight end except Car- 
4 games into his baseball schedule. olina’s Wesley Walls, but he got into the end zone 
With Irvin missing the first five games _ only three times. Finding a reliable every-down 


The Cowboys put ast season due to suspension and favorite Aikman __receiver opposite Irvin is a priority for coach Bar- 
their experience A f 

‘ p target Jay Novacek missing the whole season at ry Switzer this year. Sanders is not the answer, 
on the line Loar 8 y y 
balan oar tight end due to an injury, points dropped from 435 __ proving after last year’s experiment that he is a 
left to right): to 286, touchdowns from 51 to 27. Smith’s TDs fell much better defender than receiver. Kevin 
Ray Donaldson, roman NF L-record 25 to 12. His per-carry aver- Williams and Kelvin Martin have attributes as 
Nate Newton, age went from 4.7 yards to 3.7. Novacek’s future __ third receivers, but the Cowboys have not yet 


Larry Allen, and is so doubtful that the Cowboys traded up to draft replaced the threat Alvin Harper used to provide. 
Erik Williams, LSU tight end David LaFleur. LaFleur could play an immediate role. 
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The Moose 


Subscribe Today to 


Ignoring the call of the wild from other NFL teams 
yearning for his services, Daryl Johnston — the 

\ Moose - returns to the Dallas 

‘\ Cowboys with visions of Super 


Bowls in his future. Thus, the 
Big Three backfield remains 
intact - Troy Aikman, Emmitt 
Smith and Johnston. All three 
are signed to play for the 
| Cowboys into the next century. 
And you can join them with 
rieadel your subscription to Dallas 


Cowboys Official Weekly. 


The NFLs Oldest - Largest 
(and Best) 
Weekly Team Newspaper 


Dallas Cowboys Official Weekly 
brings you 40 pages of action, 
features, color photos and other team 
information each week from training 
camp to Super Bowl. 


Even during the offseason, Dallas 
Cowboys Official Weekly follows 
activity with a monthly edition. And it’s 
delivered right to your doorstep! 

To charge your subscription on 
MasterCard/Visa/Amex ONLY call 
972/556-9972 
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (CT) Monday thru Friday 


and non-stop 
‘cowboys action! 


One Cowboys Pkwy. ¢ Irving, TX 75063 
Di New Subscription [ Renewal (Attach Mailing Label) [) Gift 
First Class (US Only) and Other Foreign Rates Provided Upon Request 
Air Mail to Canada Add $41.00 per year plus 7% G&S Tax 
‘on subscription price only. US Currency 
Ai Mail to Mexico Add $44.00 per year, US Currency 
Please enter my subscription to Dallas Cowboys Official Weekly 
C1 year (82 issues) for $35.00 [] 2 years (64 issues) for $60.00 
3 years (96 issues) for $85.00 


$897 


Name. 


Address 


City. State Zip +4 

1 Enclosed find check or money order in the amount of $ 
DALLAS COWBOYS OFFICIAL WEEKLY. 

i Charge to my [] MasterCard []Visa [] AmexExp. Date 


made payable to 


Credit Card Number (Use a dash where there is a space) 


Signature 


the key stats 
The Cowboys yielded the fewest sacks (19) in the NFC 
and the lowest touchdown percentage (35.7) in the red 
zone. Emmitt Smith needs two TDs to pass John Riggins 
for fifth place in the NFL record book. He led the Cow- 
boys in rushing (1,204 yards). Troy Aikman passed for 3,126 
yards but had more interceptions (13) than TDs (12). 


The Cowboys need a healthy Emmitt Smith (above) in the NFC East. 


Experience on the Line 

The Cowboys need another year from one of the best and 
oldest lines in the game. Center Ray Donaldson is 39, left tack- 
le Mark Tuinei is 37, and left guard Nate Newton is 35. Right 
guard Larry Allen and right tackle Erik Williams are still in 
their 20s. The line allowed the fewest sacks in the league (19). 

Coordinator Dave Campo’s defense was No. 3 in the NFL, 
a remarkable accomplishment for a unit under such pressure. 
Only Green Bay and Carolina gave up fewer points. But now 
the defense must perform without Lett and probably without 
Haley, its two best players on the front four. Second-year man 
Randall Godfrey and rookie third-rounder Dexter Coakley 
will have to step up beside middle linebacker Fred Strickland. 

The Cowboys went out of their way to keep line- 
backer/pass rusher Broderick Thomas, who will help ends 
Shante Carver and Tony Tolbert up front. Chad Hennings 
and Tony Casillas are the tackles, but Hennings is coming off 
surgery on both elbows and Casillas is 34. Fourth-rounder 
Antonio Anderson must develop fast. Second-year end Kavi- 
ka Pittman will also get a chance to contribute. 


Secondary Concerns 

Sanders doesn’t think he will miss any football games dur- 
ing the baseball season, which overlaps the first five NFL 
games. Alundis Brice broke a kneecap in the weight room. 
With Teague gone, the Cowboys re-signed Brock Marion, who 
will compete with Roger Harper at free safety opposite all- 
pro strong safety Darren Woodson, still the glue of the sec- 
ondary. Cornerback Kevin Smith is solid on the other side. 

The Cowboys lost punter John Jett (Lions) and coverage 
specialist Jim Schwantz (49ers). That puts pressure on the age- 
less Herschel Walker, 35, to continue his outstanding kickoff 
returning so the Cowboys can win the field-position battles. 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


Barry Switzer, Head Coach 
Hudson Houck, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Dave Campo, Defensive Coordinator; 
Ernie Zampese, Offensive Coordinator; Hubbard Alexander, Receivers; Joe Avezzano, 
Special Teams; Jim Bates, Linebackers; Craig Boller, Defensive Tackles; Joe Brodsky, Running 
‘Backs; Robert Ford, Tight Ends; Tommy Hart, Defensive Ends; Steve Hoffman, Kickers/Quality 
Control; Joe Juraszek, Strength and Conditioning; Clancy Pendergast, Defensive 
Assistant/Qualty Control; Jack Reilly, Quarterbacks; Mike Zimmer, Defensive Backs 


# QUARTERBACKS 
8 Aikman, Troy 
17 Garrett, Jason 

11 Wilson, Wade 


# OFFENSIVE LINE 
73 Allen, Larry 

53 Donaldson, Ray 
63 Flannery, John 
69 Hegamin, George 
70 Hellestrae, Dale 
66 Hutson, Tony 
61 Newton, Nate 
50 Shiver, Clay 

71 Tuinel, Mark 
79 Williams, Erik 


# RUNNING BACKS 
48 Johnston, Daryl 
22 Smith, Emmitt 
20 Williams, Sherman 


# RECEIVERS 
‘86 Bjornson, Eric 

87 Davis, Billy 

88 Irvin, Michael 

84 Novacek, Jay 

89 Ware, Derek 

81 Watkins, Kendell 

80 Williams, Stepfret 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
91 Benson, Darren 
96 Carver, Shante 
75 Casillas, Tony 
94 Haley, Charles 
95 Hennings, Chad 
97 Pittman, Kavika 
62 Renfro, Leonard 
92 Tolbert, Tony 
93 Ulufale, Mike 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS 
29 Brice, Alundis 
35 Davis, Wendell 
24 Harper, Roger 
31 Marion, Brock 
21 Sanders, Deion 


E 26 Smith, Kevin 


42 Williams, Charlie 
28 Woodson, Darren 


# LINEBACKERS 
57 Campos, Alan 

56 Godfrey, Randall 
55 Strickland, Fred 
51 Thomas, Broderick 


# FREE AGENTS. 
81 Armstrong, Tyi* 

40 Bates, William* 

72 Childress, Ray* 

23 Frazier, Derrick* 

‘60 Kennard, Derek* 

83 Martin, Kelvin* 

99 McCormack, Hurvin* 
82 Mitchell, Johnny* 
36 Ross, Dominique” 
34 Walker, Herschel* 
85 Williams, Kevin* 


RIND PICK NAME 
22 David LaFleur 

Dexter Coakley 
Steve Scifres 
Kenny Wheaton 
Antonio Anderson 
Macey Brooks 
Nicky Sualua 
Lee Vaughn 
Omar Stoutmire 


277 
213 
272 
183 
333 
162 
284 
241 
203 
225 
194 


POS 
TE 
LB 

T 
0B 
oT 
wR 

RB 
DB 
DB 


BORN EXP. 
11/21/66 8 
3/28/66 4 
2H/59 16 


BORN EXP, 
11/27/71 
5/18/58 
113/69 
2n4l73 
7H1162 
3/13/74 
12/20/61 
12/7/72 
3/31/60 
9/7168 


2/10/66 
5/15/69, 
8/13/73, 


125/71 
Tier72 
3/5/66 
10/24/62 
9/7/67 
3/8/73 
64/73, 


Q 


8/25/74 
2n2in 
10/26/63 
1/6/64 
10/20/65 
10/9/74 
6/29/70 
12/29/67 
2nin2 


i oniatton 


5/1/70 
6/27/73, 
10/26/70 
61/70 
8/9/67 
4r7/70 
202172 
4/25/69, 


Ey anaosesn 


oe 


10/3/70 
6/6/61 
10/20/62 
4/29/70 
9/9/62 
5/14/65 
4ler72 
420/71 
4272 
3/3162 
1/25/71 


THE DRAFT 


280 
215 
297 
189 
307 
214 
245 
175 
198 


COLLEGE 
UCLA 

Princeton 

East Texas State 


COLLEGE 
‘Sonoma State 

Georgia 

Syracuse 

North Carolina State 
Southern Methodist 
Northeastern Oklahoma 
Florida A&M 

Florida State 

Hawaii 

Central State 


COLLEGE 
Syracuse 
Florida 

Alabama 


COLLEGE 
Washington 
Pittsburgh 

Miami (FL) 
Wyoming 

Central Oklahoma 
Mississippi State 
Northeast Louisiana 


COLLEGE 

Trinity Valley C.C. 
Arizona State 
Oklahoma 
James Madison 
Air Force 
McNeese State 
Colorado 
Texas-El Paso 
Brigham Young 


COLLEGE 
Mississippi 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Nevada 
Florida State 
Texas A&M 
Bowling Green 
Arizona State 


P_ COLLEGE 


Louisville 
Georgia 
Purdue 
Nebraska 


COLLEGE 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 
Nevada-Reno 
Boston College 
Indiana 
Nebraska 
Valdosta State 
Georgia 
Miami 


COLLEGE 
isu 

Appalachian State 
Wyoming 

Oregon 

Syracuse 

James Madison 
Ohio Sta 
Wyoming 

Fresno State 


JOHN WILLIAMSON 


THE MOST 
POWERFUL 
LINEUP IN SPORTS 
JUST GOT 

STRONGER... 


STREET & SMITH’S, AMERICA’S PREMIER SPORTS ANNUALS, IS ON THE TEAM. TUNE IN AND LOG ON. 


SPCHTPN'Y,  SPORTSFAN PaPORTS AN 
www.sfan.com RADIO NETWORKM on - 
SPORTSFAN. 


ENTERPRISES 
230 Park Avenue © Suite 3301 © New York, NY 10169 © 212-681-1947 


A WINSTARG Company 


he Redskins leave D.C. for the Maryland 
suburbs and a new stadium built and 
financed by Jack Kent Cooke, who died 


before he could see his latest dream. Cooke was a 
visionary owner who demonstrated unusual con- 


liad fidence in coach Norv Turner and GM Charley 
sacks peryear Casserly to return his franchise to its glory days. 


When the Redskins started 7-1 in ‘96, only 
Cooke was not surprised. When they fin- 
ished 2-6, Cooke reacted by extending 
the contracts of Turner and Casserly. 


in Washington. 


Give and Take 
The contrast between 
the first and second half of the 


Ron Lynn. When a defense finishes 
last in the league against the run, 
~~ __ it calls for desperate measures. 
; Tackle Sean Gilbert got three 
sacks in his first three games but was shut out the 
rest of the way, an indication that he needs help. 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Caught in the Draft 
Change is expected from front to back on the 
defense. No. 1 pick Kenard Lang will challenge left 


Gus Frerotte 
threw for 3,453 
yards and 12 TDs. 


The Redskins’ defense gave up yardage as 
quickly as the offense gained it last year. 


the numbers 


Points Allowed 19.5 13 


end Tony Woods for a starting spot, with Dexter 
Nottage and Sterling Palmer in the wings. Mare 
Boutte, back from an injury, will try to reclaim left 
tackle from William Gaines. Gilbert and Rich 
Owens remain starters on the right side. 

No. 2 pick Greg Jones, a linebacker/defensive 
end at Colorado, will try to make the transition to 
outside linebacker. If Jones is good enough, lead- 
ing tackler Marvcus Patton will be able to shift to 
the middle, where Rod Stephens is out. If Jones 
isn’t ready, second-year man Patrise Alexander is 
another possibility in the middle. 

Ken Harvey is an all-pro at left linebacker who 
expects more than the nine sacks he 
got last season behind a front that 


season was as different as the team stats & league rank Gilbert was supposed to fortify. No. 
offense and the defense. The — Total Offense 326.8 9 3 pick Derek Smith is another out- 
defense gave up yardage as | Passing 207.4 15 side linebacker who will lend depth 

quickly as the offense gained it. Rushing 1194 7 ata troublesome spot. 

When Boomer Esiason passed Scoring 28 8 

for 522 yards against the Red- Punting 41 4 Cornerstones 
skins in week 10, it was clear | PuntRetums 11.29 In the secondary, the Redskins 
that changes had to be made. Kick Retums 24:6 T18 ade a bold move by letting transi- 
Former Giants defensive coor- _ TWtallDefense 357.7 28 tion cornerback Tom Carter sign 
dinator Mike Nolan takes over from me pass aioe ap With the Bears and replacing him 


with former Oiler Cris Dishman. 
Turner claims the defense will be 
better with the 32-year-old Dishman 
than it was with the 25-year-old 
Carter. Dishman and the ageless Darrell Green, 
37, give Nolan two of the best cover corners in foot- 
ball, a luxury that enables him to experiment with 
all kinds of things to stop the run. 

When strong safety Jesse Campbell was 
released by the Giants, Nolan gave him a job. He is 
expected to,unseat Darryl Pounds, with free safe- 
ty Stanley Richard staying put unless second-year 
men Brian Walker and Leomont Evans develop 
quickly. Rookies Jamel Williams and Keith Thi- 
bodeaux will make the competition interesting. 


211 
34 117 


On the Offensive 

This is a defense that also has the highest-scor- 
ing offense in the NFC East on its side, which 
should make Nolan’s job more enjoyable. The 
short-lived Heath Shuler era is over, now that he 
has been traded to the Saints, so Gus Frerotte 
enters his first season without any controversy. 

The key to the attack is receiver Michael West- 
brook. Entering his third season, he is as intimi- 
dating an offensive threat as there is in the NFL, 
but was on the field for only 42 percent of the offen- 
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the key stats 
has averaged 4.3 yards on grass and 3.9 yards 
on artificial turf in his career. averaged a 
league-high 19.5 yards on his 52 catches. He needs 45 
more receptions to pass Steve Largent (819) for third place 
all-time in the NFL. is second among active 
players with 43 interceptions (Eugene Robinson has 48). 


sive snaps last season, having been hampered by knee injuries. 

If Westbrook can stay healthy alongside the marvelous 36- 
year-old Henry Ellard, with speedy third receiver Leslie Shep- 
herd around, Frerotte can’t help but improve his 12-11 ratio 
of touchdown passes to interceptions. Frerotte took every snap 
but one last season, and Turner says he has enough confidence 
in the untested Trent Green to forget about Shuler. 

Tight end Jamie Asher led the team with only four TD 


Veteran running backs Brian Mitchell 
(at left) and Terry Allen (at right) 
combined for 3,542 total yards for 
the Redskins last season. 


receptions because the Redskins were able to rely on running 
back Terry Allen to punch it into the end zone. 


Run for the Money 

Allen will be hard-pressed to duplicate his league-lead- 
ing 21 touchdowns and club-record 1,353 yards, but a new 
$14.8 million contract says the team is certainly counting on 
him. At 29, Allen has put two scary knee surgeries behind him 
and proved the Vikings wrong for letting him go. Mare Logan 
isa reliable fullback. And Brian Mitchell, the third-down back 
and kick returner, joined the elite company of Jim Brown and 
Gale Sayers as the only players to lead the NFL in combined 
yardage three years in a row—and he did it playing only 27 
percent of the team’s offensive snaps in ‘96! 

Up front, the Redskins expect the return from an injury of 
Cory Raymer at center between 330-pound guards Tré John- 
son and Bob Dahl. Ed Simmons, a 335-pound right tackle, is 
coming off a knee injury. Left tackle Joe Patton is the little guy 
at 308. Shar Pourdanesh, who started eight games as a 320- 
pound rookie, and center Jeff Uhlenhake provide depth. 

Matt Turk is the best punter in the NFC and Scott Blan- 
ton hit on 81 percent of his field goals, the second-best aver- 
age in club history. 


fi i 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS 
Norv Turner, Head Coach 
Mike Nolan, Defensive Coordinator; Earl Leggett, Defensive Line; Dale Lindsey, Linebackers; 


‘Tom Hayes, Defensive Backs; LeCharls McDaniel, Defensive Assistant; 
Russ Grimm, Offensive Line; Mike Martz, Quarterbacks; Michael Pope, Tight Ends; 


Bobby Jackson, Running Backs; Terry Robiskie, Wide Receivers; Pete Rodriguez, Special Teams; 
Dan Riley, Strength Coach; Jason Arapoff, Conditioning Director 
# QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN _ EXP. COLLEGE 
15 Hollas, Donald 0B 6-3 215 11/22/67 6 Rice 
# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
68 Batiste, Michael G 6-3 305 12/24/70 2 Tulane 
75 Dahl, Bob G 6-5 330 1/15/68 5 Notre Dame 
69 Johnson, Andre T 65 317 8/25/73 1 PennState 
77 Johnson, Tre T 6-2 330 9/30/71 3 Temple 
67 Pourdanesh, Shar T 6-6 320 07/19/70 1 Nevada 
52 Raymer, Cory C 62 300 3/3/73 Wisconsin 
71 Reem, Matt T 6-6 270 12/23/72 1 Minnesota 
59 Sedoris, Christopher C 6-3 286 4/25/73 1 Purdue 
76 Simmons, Ed T 6-5 335 12/31/63 10 Eastern Washington 
74 Thure, Brian us 303 9/3/73 California 
61 Wagner, Keith T 6-4 300 1 2 Abilene Christian 
# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
21 Allen, Terry RB 5-10 208 2/21/68 6 Clemson 
36 Bell, William RB 5-11 212 7/22/71 3 Georgia Tech 
47 Bowie, Larry RB 6-1 224 3/21/73 1 Georgia 
48 Davis, Stephen RB 6-1 231 3/1/74 1 Auburn 
|, Marc RB 6-1 218 5/9/65 10 Kentucky 
‘30 Mitchell, Brian RB 5-10 220 8/18/68 7 Southwestern Louisiana 
# RECEI HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
84 Asher, Jamie TE 6-3 243 10/31/72 2 Louisville 
87 Bishop, Harold TE 6-4 250 4/8/70 3. Louisiana State 
rooks, Steve TE 6-5 245 G/2/71 1 Occidental 
85 Ellard, Henry WR 5-11 188 7/21/61 14 Fresno State 
89 Galbraith, Scott TE 6-2 263 1/7/67 7 Southern California 
13 Maxwell, DeAndre WR 6-1 213 4/6/73 1. San Diego State 
83 Mays, Damon WR 5-9 170 5/20/68 5 Missouri 
18 Olive, Bobby WR 5-11 170 4/22/69 2. Ohio State 
86 Shepherd, Leslie © WR 5-11 178 11/3/69 3 Temple 
89 Thomas, Chris WR 6-1 180 7/16/71 2 Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo 
82 Westbrook, Michael WR 6-3 215 7/7/72 2 Colorado 
# DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
72 Bandison, Romeo DT 6-5 290 2/12/71 2 Oregon 
90 Barnett, Troy DT 6-5 293 5/24/71 3 North Carolina 
93 Boutte, Marc DT 6-4 311 7/26/69 5 Louisiana State 
95 Gaines, William DT 6-5 6/20/71 3 Florida 
78 Kuehl, Ryan 64 276 118/72 1 Virginia 
92 Nottage, Dexter DE 6-4 291 11/14/70 3. Florida A&M 
96 Owens, Rich DE 6-6 263 5/22/72 2 Lehigh 
97 Palmer, Sterling DE 6-5 278 2/4/71 4 Florida State 
96 Rucker, Keith DT 6-4 332 11/20/68 5 Ohio Wesleyan 
55 Uhlenhake, Jeff C 63 284 1/28/66 8 Ohio State 
# DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
23 Barnes, Tomur CB 5-10 188 9/8/70 3. North Texas 
37 Campbell, Jesse S 61 215 4/11/69 5 North Carolina State 
28 Dishman, Cris CB 6-1 8/13/65 9 Purdue 
41 Evans, Greg 6-1 208 6/28/71 2 Texas Christian 
35 Evans, Leomont 61 194 7/12/74 1 Clemson 
reen, Darrell CB 5-8 184 2/15/60 14 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
26 Oliver, Muhammad = CB. 5-11 188 3/12/69 5 Oregon 
31 Pounds, Darryl CB 5-10 179 7/21/72 2 Nicholls State 
24 Richard, Stanley S$ 6-2 195 10/21/67 6 Texas 
29 Turner, Scott CB 5-10 178 2/26/72 Minois 
45 Walker, Bryan $ 62 186 5/31/72 1 Washington State 
# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
58 Alexander, Patrise LB 6-1 248 10/23/72 1 Southwestern Louisiana 
57 Harvey, Ken LB 6-2 239 5/6/65 9 California 
53 Patton, Marveus = LB 6-2 246 5/1/67 7 ‘UCLA 
#t KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
16 Blanton, Scott K 6-2 218 7/1/73 1 Oklahoma 
1 Turk, Matt P 6-5 229 6/16/68 2 Wisconsin-Whitewater 
# FREE AGENTS POS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
83 Anderson, Flipper* WR 6-0 176 16% UCLA 
73 Ashmore, Darryl* © T 6-7 310 11/1/69 5 Northwestern 
80 Brooks, William* WR 6-0 193 4/6/64 11 Boston 
50 Brownlow,Darrick* LB 6-0 246 12/28/68 6 ilinois 
54 Catanho,Alcides* LB 6-4 230 1/20/72 2 Rutgers 
12 Frerotte, Gus 0B 6-2 228 7/3/71 3 Tulsa 
94 Gilbert, Sean DT 6-5 303 4/10/70 5 Pittsburgh 
10 Green, Trent QB 6-3 213 7/9/70 3 Indiana 
88 Jenkins, James* TE 6-2 249 8/17/67 6 Rutgers 
64 Matich, Trevor® C 6-4 287 10/9/61 12 BYU 
38 Morrison, Darryl* © S_ 5-11. 196 5/19/71 3. Arizona 
Patton, Joe G 65 308 1/5/72 3 Alabama A&M 
27 Taylor, Keith* S 5-11 212 12/21/64 8 illinois 
11 Vanderbeek, Matt” LB 6-3 255 8/16/67 7 Michigan State 
98 Woods, Tony* DE 6-4 278 10/11/65 10 Pittsburgh 


* Unrestricted Free Agent 


THE DRAFT 
POS HT wr 


RIND PICK NAI COLLEGE 
117 Kenard Lang DE 277 Miami 
2 51 Greg Jones LB 6-4 240 Colorado 
3 80 Derek Smith 1B 6-1 238 Arizona State 
4 115 Albert Connelt WR 6-0 187 Texas A&M 
5 132 Jamel Williams DB 6-0 205 Nebraska 
5 140 Keith Thibodeaux DB 5-11 185 Northwest Louisiana 
5 148 Twan Russell 1B 6-1 230 Miami 
5 6-4 297 Stanford 


162 Brad Badger G 


contender but are uncertain at quarterback. 


anaging turmoil is one of Ray 
Rhodes’s strengths. Despite injury 
and constant lineup juggling, the 


Eagles have made the playoffs the last two seasons. 

In Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, the 
competition starts at quarterback. With last year’s 
savior Ty Detmer haggling over a contract, the 
Eagles drafted brother Koy Detmer for reasons 
known only to Rhodes, who already has Rodney 
Peete and Bobby Hoying on the roster. 


Passing Grades 

Peete beat out Detmer last season, but he suf- 
fered a knee injury in the fifth game. 
When Detmer finished with a 7-4 
record, surpassing all expectations, 
he still failed to earn himself a per- 
manent place in Rhodes’s plans. 
After all, the Eagles were shut out 
in their playoff opener by the 49ers. 

Detmer’s seven interceptions in 
the final four games (three of which 
were returned for touchdowns) 
have a way of sticking in the mind 
of any coach. So while Hoying is 
still the club’s quarterback of the 
future, nobody is quite certain 
about the quarterback of the pre- 
sent. This is a gnawing reality for 
®) a club that has the makings elsewhere of a gen- 
uine contender. The Eagles finished fourth in 
offense and fifth in defense and were the 
only team to finish in the top 10 in the NFL 
in rushing and passing offense and defense. 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


William Thomas, 
the Eagles’ 


fensil id 
defensive MVP. Sacks 


TS On the Run 
N If the Eagles are to 


take the next step, the 
quarterback has to lead 
the way in coordinator 
Jon Gruden’s version 
of the West Coast 
offense. Running back 
Ricky Watters already 
has demonstrated he can’t 
carry the team alone, even 
though he constantly 
whines that Gruden does 
not give him the chance. 


Ricky Watters, the NFL’s 
busiest runner. 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 351.7 4 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 284.0 5 
Against Pass 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 21.3 21 
Interceptions 


In truth, Watters led the league in carries as 
well as complaints. In the last half of the season, 
his average dropped from 97.8 yards per game to 
78.6, and his rushing average from 4.5 to 3.5. So 
the drafting of South Carolina’s Duce Staley in 
the third round to join third-down back Charlie 
Garner is an interesting move in a backfield Wat- 
ters thinks is already overcrowded. Fullback Kevin 
Turner caught 43 passes and averaged more yards 
per reception (9.5) than Watters (8.7), who is one 
of the league’s best receivers out of the backfield. 


The skill-position weapons are in place. Vet- 4 


eran Irving Fryar and third-year pro Chris T. Jones 
give the Eagles one of the league's 
best tandems at wide receiver. Rook- 
ie tight end Jason Dunn averaged a 
league-high 22.1 yards on his 15 
PORMEEME receptions. 
1176 9 
27 9 
42.0 120 
83 26 
225 11 


Transition Lines 

The Eagles landed center Steve 
Everitt from the Ravens to upgrade 
a line that will undergo transition 
until opening day. Rhodes needs to 
settle the left side, where last year’s 
No. 1 pick, Jermaine Mayberry, did 
little after contracting pneumonia 
in training camp. He will compete 
with Barrett Brooks. Lester 
Holmes is the incumbent left guard with the 
impending departure of Guy McIntyre. The right 
side is more stable, with Joe Panos at guard and 
Richard Cooper at tackle. 

The departure of end William Fuller to San 
Diego shook up the defense. The veteran led the 
team with 13 sacks during a year when the team 
total of 40 was its lowest since 1993. How to replace 
such a steady performer is a problem that may 
haunt the Eagles. 

Virginia's big Jon Harris, a surprise No. 1 pick, 
will get first crack at Fuller’s spot. If tackle Andy 
Harmon can’t recover sufficiently from a knee 
injury that kept him out of all but two games, the 
front could be in trouble. Rhett Hall and last year’s 
rookie surprise Hollis Thomas will fight for the 
other tackle, assuming Harmon is well. Mike 
Mamula had eight sacks and improved against the 
run in his second season. The Eagles figure to add 
veterans along the front as other teams jettison big- 
contract players during the summer. Fifth-rounder 
Ndukwe Kalu is a former track star who is seen 
as a situational pass rusher. 


186.2 6 
98.9 10 


19 T14 
40 8 
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TAKING THE } 


The Eagles were intr 

key offseason free, ag 
yy A 

Coach Ray Rhodes 


determined to reach greater heights this sea- 
son. And Eagles Digest, the official publica- 
tion of the Philadelphia Eagles, will be there 
from training camp through the playoffs. 
Published weekly during the season and 


Zs 


* Game Coverage * Action Photos 
* Top Columnists * Play x Features : 
* Game Previews  Siatistics & Much More 
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the key stats 
Ricky Watters had the most carries (353) in the league and 
the most first downs (92) in the NFC. He ran for 1,411 yards 
and 13 touchdowns. New kicker Chris Boniol scored 120 
points last year for Dallas. Ty Detmer threw for 2,911 yards 
and 15 TDs with 13 interceptions. Irving Fryar caught 88 
Passes, including 66 for first downs and 11 for TDs. 


Upgrade at Linebacker 

The selection of middle linebacker James Darling in the 
second round should upgrade an area that was manned last 
season by James Willis. The addition of fast Darrin Smith to 
replace second-year man Ray Farmer opposite Pro Bowler 
William Thomas gives the Eagles better flexibility outside 
than they have had under Rhodes. Ex-safety Farmer was pro- 
ductive as a rookie and figures in the mix. 

The secondary is very solid and will give defensive coor- 
dinator Emmitt Thomas some options on rushing the passer. 
Cornerbacks Troy Vincent and Bobby Taylor have the size 
and speed to match up against some of the bigger receivers 
in the division such as Michael Westbrook, Michael Irvin, and 
Rob Moore. Free safety Brian Dawkins enjoyed such an out- 
standing rookie season that Rhodes expects to see him in the 
Pro Bowl soon. Mike Zordich finished the year at strong safe- 
ty, where fourth-rounder Damien Robinson will get a look. 


Extra Points 

With more than adequate room under the salary cap, the 
Eagles stole Chris Boniol from Dallas in a move they ardent- 
ly hope will haunt the Cowboys. Boniol connected on 32 of 36 
field goals in ‘96. The Eagles outscored the Cowboys by 77 
points last season. 

Boniol’s kickoffs also should give the defense better field 
position. Tom Hutton needs to improve his ratio of punts 
dropped inside the 20 (17) to touchbacks (9). Derrick With- 
erspoon returned two kickoffs for touchdowns. 


Wide receivers Irving Fryar (left) and Chris T. Jones (right) will 
provide the Eagles’ quarterbacks with two pairs of helping hands. 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Ray Rhodes, Head Coach 


Jon Gruden, Offensive Coordinator, Emmitt Thomas, Defensive Coordinator; Bil Callahan, 
Otfensive Line; Gerald Garr, Wide Receivers; Juan Castillo, Tight Ends; Chuck Knox, Jr, 
Defensive Assistant; Sean Payton, Quarterbacks; David Shaw, Offensive Assistant; Danny 
‘Smith, Defensive Backs; Mike Trgovac, Defensive Line; Joe Vit, Linebackers; Ted Williams, 
Running Backs; Joe Wessel, Special Teams; Mike Wolf, Strength and Conditioning 


# QUARTERBACKS WT BORN 

14 Detmer, Ty 194 10/30/67 4 

7 Hoying, Bobby 221 9/20/72 

9 Peete, Rodney 225 3/16/66 8 Southern California 


# OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
69 Boatswain, Harry 6-4 310 6/26/69 New Haven 
76 Brooks, Barrett 309 5/5/72 Kansas State 


64 Cavil, Ben 


310 1/31/72 Oklahoma 


77 Cooper, Richard 290 11/1/64 Tennessee 
60 Devries, Jed 300 1/6/71 Utah State 
75 Drake, Troy 289 5/15/72 Indiana 

61 Everitt, Steve 290 8/21/70 Michigan 


Ti Mayberry, 


Jermane 325 8/29/73 Texas A&M-Kingsville 


65 Miller, Bubba 300 1/24/73 Tennessee 


68 Unutoa, Mc 


jorris 284 3/10/71 Brigham Young 


72 Zandofsky, Mike 308 11/30/65 8 Washington 


# RUNNING BACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

26 Croom, Corey Ball State 

43 Harris, Rudy 252 9/18/70 Clemson 

23 Jones, Larry 232 2/16/71 Miami 

30 Jourdain, Yonel 204 4/20/71 Southern Ilinois 
34 Turner, Kevin 231 6/12/69 Alabama 

32 Watters, Ricky 217 4/7/69 Notre Dame 

31 Witherspoon, Derrick RB 196 2/14/71 Clemson 


# RECEIVERS P COLLEGE 
86 Burks, Diaello WA astern Kentucky 
17 Caldwell, Mike wR 200 3/28/71 California 


87 Dunn, Jason 
80 Fryar, Irving 


257 11/15/73 1 Eastern Kentucky 
200 9/28/62 Nebraska 


WR 
82 Jones, Chris T. Wa 209 8/7/71 Miami 


17 Knox, Kevin 


87 President, 


199 1/30/71 Florida State 
Andre = TE 255. 6/16/71 Angelo State 


84 Rhem, Steve WR 242 11/9/71 Minnesota 


88 Singleton, 
84 Solomon, 


Nate WR 190 7/5/68 Grambling 
Freddie WR 180 8/15/72 South Carolina State 


4 Strong, Jasper WR 177 8/28/72 Minois 
# DEFENSIVE LINE WT BORN > COLLEGE 


90 6 
262 7/31/67 New Mexico 


97 Hall, Rhett 2 276 12/5/68 California 
91 Harmon, Andy 278 4/6/69 Kent State 


79 Jefferson, 


Greg 3 257 8/31/71 Central Florida 
252 8/14/73, Boston College 
294 2/17/73 Grambling 
306 1/10/74 Northern itinois 


Wr BORN COLLEGE 
198 9/2/70 


20 Dawkins, Brian 11 190 10/13/73 1 Clemson 

22 Fuller, James 11 208 8/5/69 Portland State 
22 Sutton, Eric 10 169 10/24/72 1 San Diego State 
21 Taylor, Bobby 3 216 12/28/73 2 Notre Dame 
23 Vincent, Troy 1 194 6/8/70 Wisconsin 

33 Watson, Tim 215 8/13/70 Howard 

36 Zordich, Michael 1 212 10/12/63 10 Penn State 


P_ COLLEGE 
247 1/6/73 Georgia 


‘59 Smith, Darrin 1 230 4/15/70 Miami. 
51 Thomas, William 223 8/13/68, Texas A&M 
50 Willis, James 2 237 9/2/72 Auburn 
52 Wright, Sylvester 258 12/30/71 2 Kansas 


73 Holmes, Le 


85 Ingram, Mark* 
88 Johnson, Jimmie* 
‘56 Kelly, Joseph 

62 Mcintyre, Guy* 
72 Panos, Joe 

81 Seay, Mark* 

29 Walker, Adam* 
89 Williams, Calvin* 


RND PICK 


57 

71 
119 
152 
155 
190 
198 
207 
225 
227 


WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
12/9/71 3 Louisiana Tech 
93 7/8/72 2 Tennessee 


WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
Jackson State 
187 2/13/72 Tennessee 
305 9/27/69 Jackson State 
194 8/23/65 10 Michigan State 
257 10/6/66 § 8 Howard 
235 12/11/64 11 Washington 
290 2/17/61 13° Georgia 
293 1/24/71 3. Wisconsin 
175 4/11/67 5 Long Beach State 
4 
7 


ester” 


SESSLbS 


fs 


210 6/7/68 Pittsburgh 
187 _ 3/3/67 Purdue 
* Unrestricted Free Agent 


THE DRAFT 


NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 
Jon Harris DE 

James Darling 1B 

Duce Staley RB 

Damien Robinson Ss 

Ndukwe Kalu DE 

Luther Broughton TE 6 Furman 

Antwuan Wyatt wR Bethune-Cookman 
Edward Jasper oT Texas ABM 

Koy Detmer 8 Colorado 

Byron Capers DB Florida State 
Deauntae Brown 0B Central St. (Ohio) 
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buying 32 issues of PFW and the $14.95 Pro Prospects Preview 
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form below). 
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Larry Centers is 
the game’s best 
receiver out of 
the backfield. 


The Cardinals need better balance on offense 
and more pressure from their defensive line. 


he Cardinals thought they had a quarter- 
T back problem a year ago when Boomer 
Esiason got mad and couldn’t take it any- 
more. Now, the Cardinals know they have a quar- 
terback problem. This one, however, could turn out 
to be more pleasant. Even if No. 2 draft pick Jake 
Plummer doesn’t compete with incumbent Kent 
Graham right away, Plummer will be warming up 
in the same Sun Devil Stadium where he led Ari- 
zona State. If he brings the ASU fans with him, the 
Cards will be ecstatic. 
Despite a clear improvement in coach Vince 
Tobin’s first year, the Cardinals were over- 
shadowed by Plummer’s 
Rose Bowl-bound Pac-10 
champs. Now, the radio 
talk shows will be able to 
squeeze some Cardinal 
news onto the air. The 
down side is the added 
pressure on Tobin to win. 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Quarterback Draw 
If Graham falters, Tobin is 
likely to hear it. This will 
not be fair to Graham, who 
sB made significant strides 
under departed offensive 
coordinator Jim Fassel last year. And 
as diplomatic as Plummer may be, it won't be easy 
for him to sit back and watch, not when the home- 
town fans are glued to his every move. Graham 
could find it difficult to maintain his confidence 
knowing Plummer is destined to play: The only oth- 
er quarterbacks on the roster are the untested 
Stoney Case and Chad May. 

Once Plummer does get his chance, there are 
no guarantees of success, especially when expec- 
tations are so high. Mike Tomczak found it stifling 
to play quarterback in his hometown of Chicago. 
Jeff George discovered the same thing in Indi- 
anapolis. Bobby Hebert went through problems in 
New Orleans, and Bernie Kosar eventually found 
despair in Cleveland. 


Sacks 


Balancing Act 

The Cardinals led the NFL in first downs pass- 
ing last season, but finished 29th in first downs 
rushing. Whoever is the quarterback in coordina- 
tor Dick Jamieson’s new offense will need more 
balance. A lot depends on the development of sec- 
ond-year running back Leeland McElroy, who 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 


Total Offense 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 335.1 
Against Pass 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 24.8 
Interceptions 


showed promise late in the season when he took 
over for leading rusher LeShon Johnson. 

McElroy and Johnson have great speed. McEl- 
roy is shiftier, but nobody hits a hole faster than 
Johnson, whose 634 rushing yards included 126 on 
successive touchdown bursts in a game against 
New Orleans. McElroy is a better receiver, but the 
Cardinals already have the NFL's premier receiv- 
er out of the backfield in fullback Larry Centers. 
Re-signing free agent Centers was a major step in 
Tobin’s plan to bring a winner to the Southwest. 
Without him, the offense sputters. 

Wide receivers Rob Moore and Frank Sanders 
provide experience and reliability, 
but not much of a deep threat. The 
Cardinals are hoping fifth-round 
sprint champion Chad Carpenter 
can help. Anthony Edwards is the 
third wideout. Pat Carter started 
every game at tight end, but second- 
year man Johnnie McWilliams and 
free agent Chris Gedney will com- 
pete for playing time. 

At the tackles, Lomas Brown lost 
none of his Pro Bowl ability after 
arriving from Detroit, and Joe Wolf 
started 16 games for the first time in 
his career. Mike Devlin is the center 
and Ron Selby and Anthony Red- 
mon are the guards. Fourth-rounder Chris Dish- 
man of Nebraska has the kind of size and strength 
that could bolster the running game. 


324.4 13 
230.5 6 
93.9 25 


218.7 
116.4 


1 127 
28 T29 


Pro Bowl cornerback Aeneas Williams is a big hitter. 


JOHN WILLIAMSON (2) 


cena eae 


league for the past two seasons. He had 99 receptions a 
year ago and 101 in 1995. led the Cardinals 
in scoring (59 points). led in intercep- 
tions (six) and in sacks (12.5). 

had an NFC-high 96.4 passer rating on third down. 


The Cardinals need help on the 
defensive line for Simeon Rice (left) DEFENSIVE LINE 
and Eric Swann (above), who Bankston, Michael 


combined for 17.5 sacks a year ago. (OK, 


Problem Points 

The defense under Tobin and coordinator Dave McGin- 
nis improved, but it still gave up the most points in the NFC 
East. It also recorded fewer sacks (28) than any NFC team, 
even though Simeon Rice tied a rookie record with 12.5. 

Part of the problem was that incomparable cornerback 
Aeneas Williams, whose six interceptions tied for the NFC } 
lead at his position, did not have much help in the secondary, 
a situation Tobin addressed in the first and third rounds of his 
draft. lowa’s Tom Knight is expected to start opposite 
Williams, and Ohio State's Ty Howard could contribute imme- § sans Wesley 
diately as a nickel back. The newcomers should enable safeties ¥ 57 McKinnon, Ronald 


Matt Darby and Brent Alexander to become more effective. 9% Miller, Jamir 
__# KICKERS: 
Sack Time 0 Fess, Jt 


Better coverage will also give Rice and company extra Sargeareg 
time to get to the passer. With the quick and powerful Eric 
Swann creating havoc at tackle, the line needs to be more pro- 
ductive. Swann got five sacks, but the players on either side 
of him, end Michael Bankston and tackle Bernard Wilson, 
combined for 1.5. Rice risked injury during the off-season with 
a curious decision to play minor league basketball, becoming 
the NFL lineman’s version of Deion Sanders. 

Atlinebacker, Seth Joyner showed he can still play by reg- jf 60 Redmon, Anthony 
Py Eo . Sara ae 74 Selby, Rob* 
istering five sacks and making a mark in nine statistical cate- 7g Stayer Jct 
gories. Middle linebacker Eric Hill finally got voted to the Pro 
Bow1 for his stellar play in leading the team with a career-high 
196 tackles. Jamir Miller started every game on the right side. 


Special Teams 

Ex-Bear Kevin Butler replaced kicker Greg Davis. Jeff Fea- 
gles is among the NFL's best placement punters. The Cards need 
someone to spell McElroy and Marcus Dowdell on returns. 
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QB 6-5 
QB 6-1 


HT 


242 11/1/68 
219 9/28/71 


WI BORN 


the key stats ; Dick Jamieson, Offensive Coordinator; Dave McGinnis, Defensive Coordinator, 


2 i i q George Chryst, Tight Ends/Quality Control; Joe Greene, Defensive Line; 
has been the top pass-catching back in the aia yes Lamy barrie Defensive Bac, Carl Mauck, Oftensive Li 
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300 11/16/69 
300 3/3/73 
295 5/22/73 
310 8/16/68 
316 3/30/72 
285 2/15/72 


BORN 


255 11/14/66 
224 7/3/71 
235 11/18/64 
234 «(9/7/71 
230 9/20/73 


lowa 
South Carolina 
Nebraska 
Bloomsburg 
Richmond 
Utah 


COLLEGE 
‘Stephen F Austin 
Wyoming 
Northern tinois 
Texas A&M 


Northeastern Oklahoma @ 


Florida 


Grambling 
Florida State 
Syracuse 

North Alabama 
Louisiana Tech 
Southern California, 


P._ COLLEGE 
‘Sam Houston State 
Hastings College 
Texas A&M 


Virginia Tech 
Minois 


Tennessee State 


nossa 


Ohio State 
Southern 


COLLEGE 
8 Louisiana State 
3° McNeese State 
11 Texas-El Paso 
2 Mississippi State 
1 North Alabama. 


LB 6-4 242 11/19/73 3 UCLA 


aT 
K 64 
P 61 


WT BORN _ 
200 7/24/62 
205 3/7/66 


EXP. COLLEGE 
12. Georgia 
9 Miami 


POS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
S 6-2 203 11/19/68 5 UCLA 


WR 6-0 


G 65 


188 5/22/70 
3337/15/71 


240 11/8/69 
280 8/2/72 
284 4/9/71 


Tennessee State 
South Carolina 
New Mexico Highlands 


Kentucky 
Northern iinois 
UCLA 


Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Wayne State 
‘Auburn 
Auburn 

Ohio State 
Boston College 


North Carolina State 
Eastern Kentucky 
Auburn 


Wake Technical College 


Jason Sehorn 
(top) and 
Phillippi Sparks 
(bottom) are 
cornerstones 
of the Giants’ 
secondary. 


or the 10th time in their last 11 drafts, the 

Giants selected an offensive player No. 1. 

So you would expect them to be better 
than the 30th-ranked offense. If Florida receiver 
Ike Hilliard can accomplish what the others have 
not, he should be the Rookie of the Year. 

In taking over the league's worst offense, coach 
Jim Fassel named Dave Brown, the NFC’s lowest- 
rated passer, as his quarterback. The Giants think 
all Brown needs is time, weapons, and better coach- 
ing. Under Dan Reeves, Brown regressed, but GM 
George Young still believes Brown has the arm, the 
intelligence, and the temperament to play the most 
important position in one of the most 
demanding neighborhoods. If Brown 
falters, second-year prospect Danny 
Kanell of Florida State will hear 
cheers. Fassel hired Rod Dowhower 
to work with the quarterbacks, and 
especially to try to smooth out 
Brown’s mechanics. 


Though other receivers were 
bigger, faster, and rated higher, the 
Giants think Hilliard was the best 
in the draft because of his ability 
to get open and then make big 
plays all over the field. These are 
attributes that will look unfamiliar to Brown, 

Hilliard is not the only change. The Giants want 
to see their 1995 No. 1 pick, Tyrone Wheatley, 
unseat the reliable Rodney Hampton as 
the featured runner. If Wheatley can’t do 
it this year, fans have to wonder whether 
he ever will. Hampton is only 28, but he 
averaged just 3.3 yards per carry last 
year, lowest in the league among runners 
with more than 800 yards. 

In fullback Charles Way, 
Brown has one of the league’s best 
all-around players. Fassel added 
another back, Virginia’s Tiki Bar- 
ber, as a third-down threat he 
compares to Arizona’s great 
Larry Centers. Clearly, the 
weapons in the backfield 
should not be lacking. 

Hilliard could become 
Brown’s go-to guy the 
minute he steps onto the 
field. Thomas Lewis, the 1994 


No. 1 draftee, is the healthiest holdover receiver. 
He and Chris Calloway each had 53 catches and 
four touchdowns, but neither put much fear in a 
defense. The arrival of Hilliard and the expected 
return of last year’s No, 2 pick, Amani Toomer, 
should create competition that will pay dividends. 

Tight end Howard Cross and H-back Aaron 
Pierce shared playing time last season and will 
change roles under Fassel. Cross is a blocker; Pierce 
is a more complete talent who was underutilized 
in Reeves’s offense. 


No NEC quarterback was 
sacked more than Brown (49). That 
is an indictment of an offensive line 
that is young and still developing. 
Tackles Scott Gragg and Greg 
Bishop were starting together for 
the first time. If second-year man 
Roman Oben pushes for a spot, it 
will be Bishop’s on the left side. 
Left guard Rob Zatechka, in his 
third season, must beat out Lance 
Smith. Center Brian Williams is 
deserving of Pro Bowl mention and 
right guard Ron Stone was solid 
after arriving from Dallas. 


The Giants gave up fewer points than any team 
in the division except Dallas. The goal of new coor- 
dinator John Fox is to build on that success, 
improve a weak pass rush, and get something 

. out of 96 No. 1 draft pick, Cedric Jones. 
Jones is supposed to beat out Chad 
Bratzke at right end, but Bratzke stepped 
up after being given a chance. Michael 
Strahan, who tied Bratzke for the team 
lead with five sacks, remains strong 
at the other end. If Jones devel- 
ops, a three-man rotation is pos- 
sible. Jamal Duff also is back. 
Inside, the addition of 
| controversial Christian Peter 
should put added pressure on 
starters Robert Harris and 
Keith Hamilton and backup 

Ray Agnew. 


Quarterback Dave Brown has 
new weapons at his disposal. 


THE GIANTS 


1986 SUPER BOWL CHAMPS 


with their fearsome defense led by Lawrence 
Taylor, and their solid, overpowering offense 
directed by Phil Simms. The team brought home the 
Giants’ first Super Bowl victory. 
Now you can own a full-color 
reprint of that fabulous team. This 
work of art by Robert Cenedella is 
made even more special because it 
has been autographed by 45 mem- 
bers of that Super Bowl team! 
Imagine the autograph of number 
U, Phil Simms, and number 56, Lawrence Taylor. Plus 
those of Ottis Anderson, Carl Banks, Mark Bavaro, Jim 
Burt, Harry Carson, Leonard Marshall, George Martin, 
Joe Morris, Karl Nelson, Bart Oates, plus 33 more! 
These reprints, suitable for framing, are a 24" x 30" 


T 1986 Giants thrilled football fans everywhere 


HANG GRIDIRON 
HISTORY 
ON YOUR WALL! 


work of art you'll be proud to display. Every signature 
is guaranteed authentic. This wonderful memento of 
one of the greatest Giants teams is available only 
through Major Sports, Ltd. 

Along with this great poster you will receive a roster 
with player names, uniform num- 
bers, and positions, and a signature- 
identification sheet. Satisfaction 
guaranteed: If you are not 100% satis- 
fied, please return your reprint. You 
will want more than one—Makes a 
great gift! 

Ordering information: To get your copy, just fill out 
the coupon below, and send your check for $59.00, 
plus $6.00 for shipping and handling to: Coast to 
Coast Fulfillment, P.O. Box 2000, West Warwick, RI 
02893. Or, call toll-free 1-800-826-3500. 


PLEASE SEND ME: 


GIANTS REPRINT: $59.00 PLUS $6.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING (ORDER 2 OR MORE FOR SAME $6.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING, — 


PLEASE BILL MY CIMASTERCARD CIVISA (AMERICAN EXPRESS [1 DISCOVER 


SIGNATURE 


EXE} AU Seen 


TOTAL POSTERS 


NAME 


TOTAL SHIPPING & HANDLING 


ADDRESS 


TOTAL 


ZIP CODE TELEPHONE 


PLEASE RETURN THIS COUPON WITH PAYMENT TO: COAST TO COAST FULFILLMENT, P.0. BOX 2000, WEST WARWICK, RI 02893 


the key stats 
threw for 2,412 yards and 12 TDs with 20 
interceptions. led the club in rushing 
(827 yards) and scored one of the Giants’ four touchdowns 
on the ground. The Giants did not have an individual 
among the league’s top 40 players in first downs and had 
the league’s worst TD percentage in the red zone (34.4). 


Rodney Hampton (far left, at top) has been the Giants’ top rusher. 


Few teams have a better pair of corners than Phillippi 
Sparks and Jason Sehorn, with Thomas Randolph as the nick- 
el back. With that kind of skill in man coverage, Fox should 
be able to pressure quarterbacks with blitzes. Replacing Je 
Campbell at strong safety is another priority, with second-year 
prospect Percy Ellsworth perhaps supplanting free safety Tito 
Wooten, and Wooten moving to the strong side. If fifth-round 
choice Sam Garnes shows anything, he could enter the pic- 
ture because there isn’t much depth. 

At linebacker, the versatile yet unheralded trio of Jessie 
Armstead, Corey Widmer, and Corey Miller played well. 
Middle man Widmer may be used more in blitzes. To chal- 
lenge Miller and Widmer, the Giants added third-rounder 
Ryan Phillips and fourth-rounder Pete Monty. 


Although the Giants expect significant improvement out 
of Fassel’s offense, they drafted the best punter available in 
Ball State's Brad Maynard. Brad Daluiso remains the kicker 
after a season of subpar accuracy beyond 40 yards, which is 
supposed to be his strength. Toomer returned two punts for 
touchdowns before he was injured. Barber can take over those 
duties and help run back kickoffs as well. 


Jim Fassel, Head Coach 
John Fox, Defensive Coordinator; Jim Skipper, Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs; 
Dave Brazil, Defensive Quality Control; Rod Dowhower, Quarterbacks; John Dunn, Strength 
‘and Conditioning; Mike Haluchak, Linebrackers; Milt Jackson, Wide Receivers; Johnnie 
Lynn, Defensive Backs; Larry MacDuff, Special Teams; Denny Marcin, Defensive Line; 
John Matsko, Offensive Line; Dick Rehbein, Tight Ends 
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Duke 
Florida State 
Auburn 


17 Brown, Dave 223, 
13 Kanell, Danny 222 
8 White, Stan 218 


78 Bishop, Greg 300 
74 Gragg, Scott 325 
68 Kline, Alan 290 
72 Oben, Roman 297 
65 Stone, Ron 325 
59 Williams, Brian 300 
73 Zatechka, Rob 315 


5/2/71 

2/28/72 
5/25/71 
10/9/72 
20/7 
6/8/66 
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Pacific 
Montana 

Ohio State 
Louisville 
Boston College 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 


27 Hampton, Rodney 230 
33 Walker, Robert 180 
30 Way, Charles 245 
28 Wheatley, Tyrone 228 


4/3/69 7 
6/26/72 1 
12/27/72 2 
o1ng72 2 


Georgia 
West Virginia 
Virginia 
Michigan 


1/23/75 
3/29/68 
8/8/67 
6/3/72 
anorre 
9/6/69 
3/13/72 
9/as74 


Utah State 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Minnesota 
Indiana 
Washington 
Boston College 
Michigan 


86 Alexander, Kevin 184 
80 Calloway, Chris 191 
87 Cross, Howard 265 
82 Douglas, Omar 182 
81 Lewis, Thomas 1 195 
84 Pierce, Aaron 5 250 
83 Saxton, Brian 6 256 
89 Toomer, Amani 202 


93 Agnew, Ray 285 
77 Bratzke, Chad 273 
96 Duff, Jamal an 
95 Gilliard, Darnell 305 
75 Hamilton, Keith 285 
97 Harris, Robert 295 
79 Holsey, Bernard 284 
94 Jones, Cedric 275 
70 Okoli, Ramon 300 
92 Strahan, Michael 268 
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3/24/73 
5/25/71 
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North Carolina State 
Eastern Kentucky 
San Diego State 
Troy State 
Pittsburgh 
Southern 

Duke 

Oklahoma 

Murray State 

Texas Southern 


10/19/74 
19/5/74 
10/5/70 
4/15/69 
1/25/73 


43 Ellsworth, Percy -2 199 
41 Hamilton, Conrad 10 184 
23 Randolph, Thomas 178 
22 Sparks, Phillippi 190 
47 Young, Rodney 212 


Virginia 

Eastern New Mexico 
Kansas State 
Arizona State 
Louisiana State 


98 Armstead, Jesse 232 
55 Buckley, Marcus 240 
58 Colman, Doug 252 
52 Galyon, Scott 237 
57 Miller, Corey 245 
54 Talley, Ben 245 
90 Widmer, Corey 250 


10/26/70 
23/71 
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10/25/68 
Nae 
12/25/68 


Miami 

Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Tennessee 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
‘Montana State 


3 Daluiso, Brad 210 12/31/67 6 UCLA 


21 Beamon, Will 11 184 
62 Davis, Scott” 292 
24 Douglas, Maurice* 210 
20 Elias, Keith” 9 203 
85 Kozlowski, Brian* 3 255 
412 Marshall, Arthur* 11 186 
66 Reynolds, Jerry 6 315 
91 Rudolph, Coleman* 4 262 
67 Schreiber, Adam* 4 298 
31 Sehorn, Jason 2 210 
61 Smith, Lance” 3 282 1/1/63 12 LSU 

29 Wooten, Tito 195 12/12/71 3 Northeast Louisiana 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 
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lowa 
Kentucky 
Princeton 
Connecticut 
Georgia 
UNL 
Georgia Tech 


10/4/70 
4/29/69 
4l2i70 
10/22/70 4 
2/20/62 13. Texas 

4/15/71 3 Southern California 
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IBM -PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC 
STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER 
GAME ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn't like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on Green Bay and 
New England again? Or, how about 
‘73 Dallas against ‘62 Green Bay or 
‘89 San Francisco or even ‘75 Pittsburg. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just 
that and much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of 
OVER 800 total teams. Both College 
& Pro. Virtually every one of the LA 

and I-AA teams from the past season are 

included as well as the Pro teams. 
‘The WEL, WLAF and USFL teams 
are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams 
ofall time are there, too. ‘85 Chicago, 
‘72 Miami, ‘58 Baltimore, ‘78 Dallas 
and the list goes on and on. 

3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. 
computer or computer vs, computer. 
It has an end of game scoring summary, 
full team and individual player 
stat breakdowns. Stats compiler, 
Standings and League Leaders, you 
can draft, trade or input your own 
players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team 
to victory you'll be amazed at how 
realistic your QB's, running backs, 

receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also 
included. Last years entire college or Pro 
schedules can be played by hitting a few 
keystrokes. And if over 800 college and 

Pro teams still isn’t enough, there are 
many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL PRO SEASONS DISKS, 
1950-59 Decade Disk 
1960-69 Decade Disk 
1970-79 Decade Disk 
1980-89 Decade Disk 
$19.95 each 


ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order 
for $39.95 each. 

You may call in and order with VISA or 
Master Card, Please add $4.00 for 
shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write 
for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.lhgames.com 


P. 30X 100594 » NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


GET THE GIANTS 
COVERAGE YOU 
CAN’T GET 
ANYWHERE ELSE! 


The GIANT INSIDER is the most 
in-depth information source for 
all of your Giants news.” 

Rob Zatechka 


32-40 Action-Packed Pages 
% Color Photos 
> Incisive Writing 
* Complete Game Coverage 
+ Exclusive Player Interviews: 
Detailed Training Camp 
Coverage - Every Practice 
Session 
> Roster, Statistics and Much More! 
The only publication that reviews all 53 Giant Players every game x 


The News Magazine that 

Ir” takes the BEST fans in 

SD = 2 the world.. and makes 
semicon them even better! 


“Giants fans want all the inside information and there's no better 
place to find it than GIANT INSIDER, " Corey Miller 


| One Year Subscription | R Ov ly ig 
Weekly July 28th Through December + Monthly January Through June 

tl tlh fe Yi nr ee 
MAIL this coupon with Check, Money Order, or Credit Card information to 
GIANT INSIDER, 59 Meadow Road, Rutherford, NJ 07070. Make checks 
payable to: PRO SPORTS PUBLISHING. For Credit Card orders FAX your 
information to 1-201-939-4500 OR CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-OUR-GIANTS. 
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Predicted order 
of finish 


Despite the loss of several players, Green Bay 
will repeat as Super Bowl champions. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


not only did the Green Bay Packers finish four 

games ahead of everyone else in the NFC Cen- 
tral, but they also finished first in every offensive 
and defensive yardage category. 

Such is the effect of two-time league MVP 
quarterback Brett Favre, who is so far ahead of the 
pack that the division may not catch up until he is 
ready to retire. 


i na division that is usually highly competitive, 


Green Bay Packers 

Staying on top while losing players such as 
Super Bowl MVP Desmond Howard is the chal- 
lenge for coach Mike Holmgren and general man- 
ager Ron Wolf. The 49ers and Cowboys will be glad 
to remind them how difficult it is. 

The Packers also are without wide receiver 
Andre Rison, tight end Keith Jackson, defensive 
end Sean Jones, and linebacker Wayne Simmons, 
but the team has shown a remarkable ability to find 
players who step up. Favre compensates for a lot 


of shortcomings. And tackle Reggie White remains 
the soul and strength of the defense. There are few 


weaknesses here. 
Minnesota Vikings 
Defying predictions are what Dennis Green’s 
teams are all about. They have made the playoffs 
in four of Green’s five seasons, using four differ- 
ent quarterbacks. The latest is Brad Johnson, who 
ended the Warren Moon experiment last season. 
The health of running back Robert Smith is a 
constant concern. So is a defense that keeps draft- 
ing bodies for a front seven that still has trouble 
stopping the run. But in the end, Green usually 
pulls everything together. 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

The Bucs got rid of that silly pirate logo and 
those Creamsicle-color uniforms. And what they 
added in offensive firepower for Trent Dilfer 
should enable the Bucs to get into the end zone 
more often. Warrick Dunn is the one draft choice 
in the entire division able to make a significant 
impact immediately. Reidel Anthony provides a 
speed receiver for Dilfer’s big arm. 

Coach Tony Dungy has a young and active 
front seven to create the havoc that results in 
turnovers, his specialty when he was with the 
Vikings. For years, people have warned that the 
Bucs are a sleeping contender. Until now, all 
they've done is sleep. 


Chicago Bears 

Rick Mirer is the Bears’ fifth quarterback in 
coach Dave Wannstedt’s five seasons. Matt 
Cavanaugh is a first-year offensive coordinator. 
Mirer arrives from Seattle as the lowest-rated pass- 
er in the league, The Bears want to run the ball but 
aren’t sure whether Rashaan Salaam or Raymont 
Harris is their runner. 

Defensively, they need Bryan Cox for a full sea- 
son. They have a chance to turn it around in a hur- 
ry with Green Bay on the schedule twice in the first 
seven games, But there are a lot of questions that 
need answers. 


pit Lions 

The new regime of Bobby Ross will be much 
different from the old one of Wayne Fontes. How 
the players respond to a more physical training 
camp and regular-season practices will be a key. 
The Lions still have the most exciting player in foot- 
ball in the incomparable Barry Sanders, and they 
have recommitted to quarterback Scott Mitchell 
after the offense plunged from No. 1 to No. 20. 

Defense, however, is a problem. The Lions 
gave up more points and more yards than any NEC 
Central team. They must count on youth and 
Ross's coaching to turn it around. 


Two-time MVP Brett Favre is the leader of the Pack. 


LS Lar TA WORLD CHAMPION S 
1997 CALL Check us out on the Web! 
( 800) 728 = 650 1 http://www.packer-rpt.com 
MEDIA World Champion Green Bay Packers — that sounds great! And, the months ahead promise more 
action, more excitement and more colorful stories and pictures from the publication you’ ve come to 
GU | DE trust for complete Packer coverage. Don’t miss a single issue! Renew your subscription for 26 issues 
of the Packer Report right now for only $34.95 — double the excitement and extend it to 52 issues 
FREE OFFER for just $21 more ($55.95) and receive Green & Golden, a colorful magazine reviewing the 
championship season! 
Subscribe now and get the 1997 Official Green Bay Packer Media Guide FREE! 


Subscribe now and we'll send you the 1997 Official Green Bay Packer Media Guide 
(a $6.50 value) at no additional cost — it’s the same guide all the radio and TV 
announcers are getting their stats from as they prepare for a game! (Media guides 
will be mailed at the beginning of the regular season.) 
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Pack man: Green 
Bay quarterback 
Brett Favre. 


Gilbert Brown, 
Reggie White, and 
Santana Dotson 
(below, left to 
right) are the first 
line of defense for 
Green Bay. 


is around, the Packers’ future is bright. 


ith the Lombardi Trophy back on 
Lombardi Avenue, the Packers have 
more than the usual incentive to 


defend it. There are fans who believe it belongs to 
them. Vince Lombardi successfully defended 
championships three times. But did his Super Bow! 
MVP ever wander away as a free agent? 

Coach Mike Holmgren and GM Ron Wolf knew 
Desmond Howard was gone the instant he broke his 
kickoff return in Super Bowl XXXI. It is part of the 
new identity of these Packers that they must learn 
to navigate the instability of free-agent rosters. 


Hard Core 
Identifying the right core play- 
order of business. The 
biggest priority was the 
biggest player, Gilbert Brown, 
whose huge contribution to the mid- 
dle of a once-soft defense enabled it 
to improve from No. 14 to No. 1 in 
both yards and points allowed 
Brown re-signed and Howard 
resigned, off to Oakland to find his 
fortune and seek fame as a receiver. 
He wants vindication after failing as 
a pass catcher for three teams, 
Andre Rison, who caught the 
first touchdown pass in the Super 
Bowl, is also gone. The Pack was 8-0 after claim- 
ing Rison off waivers from Jacksonville. He res- 
cued a pass attack that was floundering in the wake 
of injuries to Robert Brooks, Antonio Freeman, 
and Mark Chmura. With Brooks and Freeman 
back, the Packers knew Rison would no longer be 
happy as a third wheel. While Packer fans bask in 
the past, the Packer brass must see to the future. 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Sacks 


The Favre Side 
As long as Brett Favre is around, the future is 
bright. The two-time league MVP has nothing left 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 259.8 
Against Pass 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 13.1 
Interceptions 


to prove, but plenty left to play for. He will be just 
28 this October, and loves competition too much 
to become complacent. 

Favre is unquestionably the team leader. When 
the Packers lost Sterling Sharpe, it was Favre who 
first heralded Brooks. When they lost Jackie Har- 
ris, it was Favre who promoted Chmura. With tight 
end Keith Jackson now retired, Favre will be glad 
to throw to Jeff Thomason. With Rison and 
Howard gone, Favre looks forward to the emer- 
gence of Derrick Mayes. 

Brooks recovered so fast from an anterior cru- 
ciate ligament tear that he believed he could have 
run a few routes in the Super Bowl. 
Instead, the Packers are glad to have 
him back strong for the start of this 
season to team with Freeman. Vet- 
eran Don Beebe also re-signed. 


345.9 5 
231.1 5 
1149 11 
28.5 Solid State 
42.4 19 Dorsey Levens and Edgar Ben- 
15.1 nett are solid tailbacks who allow 
22.1 Holmgren the luxury of grinding 
out time and yardage whenever he 
needs them. Big fullback William 
Henderson was one of the unsung, 
young players who came through 
in such a surprising way. 

There will be changes on the 
offensive line with the hope of gaining more sta- 
bility. Contrary to the usual success patterns, the 
Packers used four different left tackles, a danger- 
ous proposition when protecting the back of the 
league's best player. John Michels, the club’s No. 
1 draft choice in 1996, gained weight and will get 
first shot. This year’s No. 1, Ross Verba, also could 
figure in Green Bay’s plans if he develops faster 
than Michels did. Aaron Taylor and Adam Tim- 
merman are the guards, with Earl Dotson solid at 
right tackle. Verba can play guard, too, Frank Win- 
ters was re-signed at center, and the Packers will 


171.3 
88.5 


26 t2 
37 T10 


COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: VIC MILTON, CHUCK RYDLEWSKI, ROSS F. DETTMAN, (2) 
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the key stats 
The Packers were No. 1 in the NFL in total defense and 
pass defense. led the league in touchdown 


passes (39) and the NFC in pass attempts (543), comple- 
tions (325), and yards (3,899). 
team in rushing (899 yards), 
tions (56), and 


topped the 
led in recep- 
was first in sacks (8.5). 


Green Bay tight end Mark Chmura (above) will be back in action. 


welcome back last year’s third-round pick, Mike Flanagan, 
from the injured list. 


Front and Center 

On Fritz Shurmur’s defense, linebacker is the primary 
concern. George Koonce is coming off a knee injury and won't 
be ready at the start. Free agent Wayne Simmons is no longer 
welcome. That leaves Brian Williams as the only returning 
regular. The Packers expect Bernardo Harris, Keith McKen- 
zie, and Lamont Hollinquest to step up. Ron Cox is in the 
wings. Fifth-rounder Anthony Hicks will get a chance. 

Up front, it’s time for Gabe Wilkins to replace Sean Jones 
at right end. The Packers like what they see of the 1994 fourth- 
round pick. Brown and Santana Dotson fortified the middle 
enough so that Reggie White no longer had to line up inside. 
Darius Holland and Bob Kuberski are backups inside. White 
remains a key at left end as he starts his 13th year at age 36. 

Craig Newsome and Doug Evans are oustanding corners 
and Tyrone Williams contributed greatly as a rookie nickel 
back. LeRoy Butler is the No. 1 playmaker at strong safety 
and Eugene Robinson did everything the Packers expected 
when they obtained him from Seattle. Second-round draft 
choice Darren Sharper is his understudy in a backfield that 
includes veterans Mike Prior and free agent Brad Edwards. 


Sentimental Journey 

By drafting Penn State’s Brett Conway, the Packers said 
good-by to placekicker Chris Jacke, who was three points shy 
of Don Hutson’s career scoring record. If there was ever room 
for sentiment in pro football, free agency has killed it. Like 
Jacke, Conway is a good bad-weather kicker. Unlike Jacke, 
Conway has a strong kickoff leg. Craig Hentrich is an excel- 
lent punter. Mayes will get the first shot at replacing Howard. 


89 Chmura, Mark 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


‘Mike Holmgren, Head Coach 
Sherman Lewis, Offensive Coordinator, Fritz Shurmur, Defensive Coordinator; 

Larry Brooks, Defensive Line; Nolan Cromwell, Special Teams; Gil Haskell, Wide Receivers; 
Johnny Holland, Defensive Assistant/Quality Control; Kent Johnston, Strength and Conditioning; 
Jim Lind, Linebackers; Tom Lovat, Offensive Line; Andy Reid, Quarterbacks; 

‘Mike Sherman, Tight Ends; Harry Sydney, Running Backs; Bob Valesente, Defensive Backs 


##_ QUARTERBACKS BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

4 Favre, Brett OB 225 10/10/69 6 Southern 

18 Pederson, Doug OB 215 1/31/68 4 Northeast Louisiana 
QB 238 5/17/72 Southern California 


# OFFENSIVE LINE BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

‘50 Arthur, Mike : Texas A&M 

68 Brown, Gary 6/25/71 Georgia Tech 

66 Chung, Eugene 6/14/69 Virginia Tech 

72 Dotson, Ear! 12/17/70 4 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
58 Flanagan, Mike 110/73 1 UCLA 

65 Knapp, Lindsay 2/25/70 Notre Dame 

77 Michels, John 03/19/73 1 Southern California 
60 Peterson, Andrew e172 Washington 

62 Rivera, Marco 4/26/72 Penn State 

76 Spears, Marcus 9/28/71 Northwestern Louisiana 
73 Taylor, Aaron 1114/72 2 Notre Dame 

63 Timmerman, Adam anai71 South Dakota State 
64 Wilkerson, Bruce 7/28/64 Tennessee 

52 Winters, Frank 123/64 Western Illinois 


# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 
34 Bennett, Edgar 

43 Bostic, James 

44 Darkins, Chris 

30 Henderson, William, 
32 Jervey, Travis 5/5/72 
38 Satterfield, Brian 12/22/69 


# RECEIVERS BORN. 

82 Beebe, Don 12/18/64 
87 Brooks, Robert 6/23/70 
2/22/69 
5/27/72 
7/14/63, 
1/28/74 
8/19/72 
1/9/71 

12/30/69 
4/26/71 


3/13/72 
4/30/74 
o2ngr7i 


Auburn 
Minnesota 
North Carolina 
The Citadel 
North Alabama 


COLLEGE 


nevswel 


South Carolina 
Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
Colorado State 
Notre Dame 
Texas 
Wisconsin-La Crosse 
Oregon 
‘Wyoming 
COLLEGE 
Kansas 
Colorado 
Baylor 
Colorado 
Navy 
East Carolina 
Wisconsin 
Tennessee 
Gardner-Webb 


COLLEGE 


86 Freeman, Antonio 
88 Le Bel, Harper 
80 Mayes, Derrick 
83 Pinkney, Lovell 
18 Schroeder, Bill 
83 Thomason, Jeff 
20 Yarborough, Ryan 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
Brown, Gilbert 

91 Clavelle, Shannon 

71 Dotson, Santana 

90 Holland, Darius 

94 Kuberski, Bob 

94 Scott, Walter 

95 Thompson, Mike 

92 White, Reggie 12/19/61 

98 Wilkins, Gabe oni 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS BORN. 


8/23/73 


Butler, LeRoy 
23 Dorsett, Matthew 
3/22/66 
5/13/70 


27 Edwards, Brad 

33 Evans, Doug 

40 Hayes, Chris 5/1/72 
28 Mullen, Roderick 1215/72 
21 Newsome, Craig anor 
39 Prior, Mike 11/14/63 
41 Robinson, Eugene 5/28/63 
37 Williams, Tyrone 5/31/73 
# LINEBACKERS BORN 
‘59 Clark, Reggie 

54 Cox, Ron 3/29/68 
56 Foxx, Dion Canal 
55 Harris, Bernardo 10/15/71 
57 Jefferson, Kevin narra 
53 Koonce, George 10/15/68 
95 McKenzie, Keith 10/17/73 
51 Williams, Brian s2ni7i2 


# KICKERS BORN, 


10/12/73 
12/19/69 
11/10/73 
4/571 
5/18/73, 
42/22/72 


oRrannanal 


Southern 
South Carolina 
Louisiana Tech 
Washington State 
Grambling 
Arizona State 
Illinois State 
Colgate 
Nebraska 


> COLLEGE 
North Carolina 
Fresno State 
James Madison 
North Carolina 
Lehigh 
East Carolina 
Ball State 
Southern California 


EXP. COLLEGE 


Py uSSmeiaeon st 


# FREE AGENTS BORN EXP COLLEGE 
16 Carpenter, ROD™ B/1/68 5 Syracuse 

67 Dellenbach, Jett” 2N4/63 12 Wisconsin 

56 Hollinquest, Lamont 10/24/70 3. Southern California 
13 Jacke, Chris 3/12/66 Texas-El Paso 

27 Jones, Calvin 11/27/70 3 Nebraska 

25 Levens, Dorsey 5/21/70 Georgia Tech 

85 Mickens, Terry 2retrt Florida A&M 

‘59 Simmons, Wayne* 12/15/69 4 Clemson 


THE DRAFT 


RIND PICK NAME POS WT COLLEGE 
30 ‘Ross Verba if 299° fowa 
60 Darren Sharper OB 206 William & Mary 
90 Brett Conway kK 191 Penn State 
126 Jermaine Smith oT 289 Georgia 
160 Anthony Hicks 1B 242 Arkansas 
213 Chris Miller WR 192 Southern California 
231 Jerald Sowell RB 6-0 248 Tulane 
240 Ronnie McAda OB 205 Army 


Street & Smith's Pro Foothall 


PORTFOLIO. 


(above) puts 
some bite in the 
Viking defense. 


Cris Carter 
(below) catches 
on in Minnesota. 


unning and stopping the run were the 

Vikings’ problems last year. Somehow, 

they overcame trouble in the basic ele- 

ments to advance to the playoffs for the fourth time 
in coach Dennis Green's five years. 

The Vikings addressed those two areas. 

They re-signed all-pro guard Randall 

} McDaniel and brought back oft-injured run- 

# ning back Robert Smith and late-season acqui- 

sition Leroy Hoard. They spent their first five 

picks on defense, the fourth straight draft in 

which the club has gone heavy for defense, 

mainly because front-four stalwarts such as 

Chris Doleman, Henry Thomas, 

and Roy Barker have chosen to 

play elsewhere. 


‘ Encore 
Performances 
If the Vikings don’t improve on 
their No. 24 ranking in both running 
and stopping the run, it won’t mat- 
ter what kind of encore season they 
get from quarterback Brad Johnson. 
After five years in the wings, John- 
son took over the starting job, run- 
ning Warren Moon out of town and 
securing his future with a four-year, 
$15.5 million contract. He finished 
third in passer ratings in only eight starts. 
The Vikings signed Randall Cunningham as 
a backup. Cunningham knows he has no chance 
to compete for the starting job, but he still demon- 
strates the athleticism that could turn an emergency 
role into a winning one. 


the numbers 


The health of Smith is key to the offense. 
Through six games, he was third in the NFL with 
560 yards rushing while the Vikings boasted the 
most balanced attack they ever had under Green. 
But a torn anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee 
on October 28 shelved Smith for the fourth time in 
four seasons. The addition of Hoard down the 
stretch saved them. The Vikings also hope to re- 
sign third-down specialist Amp Lee. 


Deep Threat 

Adding 350-pound guard David Dixon and 
blocking tight end Hunter Goodwin at the same 
time Hoard arrived put the rushing 
attack back on track. It also allowed 
Johnson some leeway in getting the 
ball to Cris Carter and Jake Reed, 
the first pair of receivers in NFL his- 
tory to each have three 1,000-yard 
seasons in a row. With Reed as a 
deep threat and Carter as a threat 
over the middle, on the sidelines, 
and in the end zone, Johnson has the 
luxury of two excellent targets. 
Carter’s uncanny ability to stretch 
for balls widens the field on sideline 
routes. Missing from the Viking 
passing attack is a deep-threat tight 
end, because Goodwin is a former 
tackle. But the Vikings use three-receiver sets to 
advantage with David Palmer or Qadry Ismail. 


Block and Tackle 

McDaniel is one of the league's great blockers 
and the linchpin of the line, which is why the club 
was willing to pay him franchise player money 
(over $3 million a year) to keep him. McDaniel is 
one of the NFL's smaller offensive linemen, but still 
one of the best. He has started every game for sev- 
en years, and his durability is wearing off on young 
left tackle Todd Steussie, who hasn’t missed a start 
in his three years as a pro. If Dixon stays at right 
guard, his 350 pounds is nearly matched by right 
tackle Korey Stringer. 

On defense, the team continues to try to com- 
plement tackle John Randle. Despite double teams, 
Randle led the club in sacks (11.5) and forced four 
fumbles. The Vikings spent much of their off-season 
pursuing a tackle mate, but were turned down by 
Ray Seals and Reuben Davis. They hope third-year 
prospect Jason Fisk or second-year man James Man- 
ley steps up. They also drafted Tony Williams. 


the key stats 
had the highest fourth-quarter quarterback 
rating (99.7) in the NFC. Overall, he was No. 3 in the league 
in passing, completing 62.7 percent for 2,258 yards and 
17 touchdowns. Viking leaders: (scoring, 96 
points), (rushing, 692 yards), 
(receptions, 96), (interceptions, 5). 


Emerging Talent 

The improvement of Fernando Smith at left end was a 
welcome development. Smith went from 2.5 sacks and 16 tack- 
les in his first two years to 9.5 sacks ard 79 tackles as a full- 
time starter. The Vikings would like to see similar improve- 
ment from their 1995 No. 1 draft pick, Derrick Alexander, on 
the right side, where their 1996 No. 1 draft pick, Duane 
Clemons, also figures after a season of watching. 


Receiver Jake Reed (at left) is a deep 
threat for quarterback Brad Johnson 
(above), who had a surprisingly 
successful season for the Vikings. 


Dwayne Rudd, the 1997 No. 1 pick, was somewhat of a 
surprise because the Vikings were set at linebacker with the 
return of Ed McDaniel from a knee injury. But Rudd and 
Clemons have the kind of big-play ability that coordinator 
Foge Fazio should be able to incorporate into any defense. 
McDaniel was the team’s leading tackler before he got hurt 
and missed all of last season. If he comes back strong, he will 
enable Dixon Edwards to move from the weak to the strong 
side, with big playmaker Jeff Brady manning the middle. 


Safety First 

In the second and fourth rounds, the Vikings drafted safe- 
ty Torrian Gray and safety /corner Antonio Banks to provide 
protection in a thin area. Free safety Orlando Thomas suffered 
a knee injury in the playoff loss to Dallas. The strong safety is 
Robert Griffith and the corners are Corey Fuller and 
Dewayne Washington. 

Palmer returned one punt for a touchdown and still aver- 
aged less than 10 yards. Ismail was the lowest-ranked kick- 
off returner in the NFL. Scott Sisson made only three of sev- 
en field goals beyond 40 yards. Mitch Berger placed punts 
fairly well but finished down the line in the league in net 
average per kick. 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
Dennis Green, Head Coach 
Brian Billick, Offensive Coordinator, Foge Fazio, Defensive Coordinator; Dave Atkins, Tight Ends; 
Jeff Friday, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Carl Hargrave, Running Backs; John Levra, 
Defensive Line; Chip Myers, Wide Receivers; Tom Olivadotti Inside Linebackers; Ray Sherman, 


Quarterbacks; Richard Solomon, Defensive Backs; Mike Tice, Offensive Line; Trent Walters, 
Outside Linebackers; Steve Wetzel, Strength and Conditioning; Gary Zauner, Special Teams 


# QUARTERBACKS: BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
12 Cunningham, Randall QB 3/27/63 12 UNLV 

14 Johnson, Brad OB 9/13/68 3 Florida State 
6 Walker, Jay 0B 124/723 Howard 


@ OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 

62 Christy, Jeff Pittsburgh 

Memphis 

Arizona State 
Mississippi 

Arizona State 
Northeast Missouri St 
California 

Ohio State 


P. COLLEGE 
Clark-Atlanta 
Michigan 
‘Auburn 

Ohio State 
Miami 
Kentucky 


> COLLEGE 

Florida A&M 
Ohio State 

North Carolina 
Texas A&M 
Western Carolina 
Grambling 
Stanford 


p. COLLEGE 
Florida State 
Stanford 

Vanderbilt 

Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Jackson State 
Oregon State 


, COLLEGE 

Michigan State 
Stanford 

Florida State 

San Diego State 
Southwestern Louisiana 
North Carolina State 


> COLLEGE 
Notre Dame 
Kentucky 
Texas Southern 
California 
Michigan State 
Florida 


5 


61 Lindsay, Everett 
64 McDaniel, Randall 
68 Morris, Mike 

73 Steussie, Todd 
77 Stringer, Korey 


# RUNNING BACKS 
29 Evans, Charles 
44 Hoard, Leroy 
33 Morrow, Harold 
26 Smith, Robert 
28 Stewart, James 
21 Williams, Moe 


‘# RECEIVERS 

84 Bland, Tony 

80 Carter, Cris 

85 DeLong, Greg 
87 Goodwin, Hunter 
89 Jordan, Andrew 
86 Reed, Jake 

81 Walsh, Chris 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
‘90 Alexander, Derrick 
72 Fisk, Jason 

75 Manley, James 
93 Randle, John 

95 Smith, Femando 
‘98 Tuaolo, Esera 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS 

42 Barnett, Harion 

38 Ellis, Kwame 

27 Fuller, Corey 

35 Johnson, Chris 

43 Thomas, Orlando 

20 Washington, Dewayne 


# LINEBACKERS 
56 Bercich, Pete 
50 Brady, Jett 

54 Briggs, Greg 
92 Clemons, Duane 
59 Edwards, Dixon 
51 Hanks, Ben 

58 McDaniel, Ed 


# KICKERS 
17 Berger, Mitch 
5 Davis, Greg 
9 Sisson, Scott 


# FREE AGENTS 
52 Brown, Richard” 
83 Frisch, David* 
54 Garnett, Dave* 
94 Goff, Robert” 

24 Griffith, Robert 
91 Harrison, Martin*® 
82 Ismail, Qadry* 
25 Jackson, Alfred* 
32 Lee, Amp* 

22 Palmer, David 
440 Prior, Anthony* 
55 Talley, Darryl" 

37 Vanhorse, Sean* 


AAR ae40 
Sesvoos 


19/25/65 
4/3i73 
sonior72 
e/2172 
9/28/67 
12/12/68 


BORN 
11/3/73 
gare 
774 
1212/67 
8/271 
TA168 


BORN 
1/2/67 
227174 
S/t7i 
arr” 
10/21/72 
12/27/72 


BORN 
12/23/71 
11/9/68 
10/1/68 
5/23/74 
3/25/68 
372 
2/23/69 Clemson 


BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
6/24/72 3 Colorado 

10/29/65 10 The Citadel 
T2714 Georgia Tech 


BORN EXP COLLEGE 
9/21/65 9 San Diego State 
6/22/70 5 Colorado State 
12/6/70 4 Stanford 
10/2/65 10 Auburn 
19/30/70 4 San Diego State 
9/20/67 7 Washington 
11/8/70 5 Syracuse 
7HO/67 7 San Diego State 
10/1/71 6 Florida State 
1119/72 4 Alabama 
3/27/70 4 Washington State 
7/0/60 15 West Virginia 
Howard 


Pen re mre frre m jeruers in 


SEE5555) 
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RND PICK NAME 
20 Dwayne Rudd 
49 Torrian Gray 
78 Stalin Colinet 
113 Antonio Banks 
151 Tony Williams 
183 Robert Tate 
220 Artie Ulmer 
235 Matthew Hatchette 


COLLEGE 
Alabama 
Virginia Teoh 
Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
Memphis 
Gincinnati 
Valdosta State 
Langston 
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“Steet & Sutith’s Pro Foothall <= 


Hardy Nickerson 
(above) is a Pro 
Bowl linebacker 
for Tampa Bay. 


‘There i IS genuine hope for the Bucs this year, 
accompanied by good reasons for optimism. 


inally, the Buccaneers are getting seri- 
§ ous. After their 14th losing season in a 
row, they made the most noticeable 
changes of any team in the league during the off- 
season. They changed their colors and logo, order- 
ing the orange pirate to walk the plank. The new 
colors are red, black, and white. The silver hel- 
met is adorned with a skull and swords as cross- 
bones instead of the plumed pirate with a sword 
in his teeth. Said former coach John McKay, “If 
he’s the guy who was in charge of losing, let’s 
get rid of him.” 


He must have 
had accomplices. 
No franchise suf- 
fers through such 
consistent ineptitude without a con- 
spiracy to blame. But if the Bucs 
can change more than their col- 
ors, credit second-year coach 
Tony Dungy. After a 1-8 start 
in his initial season, Dungy 
guided his Bucs to a heady 
5-2 finish, sending a wave 
of optimism not seen since 
the end of 1994 and the 
beginning of ‘95, when 
Sam Wyche’s teams went 9-3, That 
never amounted to anything. This 
time, however, there is genuine 
hope accompanied by reasons for optimism. The 
Bucs are better than they were a year ago. Dungy 
improved the defense from No. 27 in the league to 
No. 11, the team’s highest ranking since 1991. 


\ 


ring Thr S 

Two rookies, Warrick Dunn and Reidel 
Anthony, will give them a chance to score. The 
Bucs finished last in the league in scoring. Quar- 
terback Trent Dilfer had no threats around him 
after running back Errict Rhett (539 yards) held 
out and receiver Horace Copeland went down for 
the year during the preseason. In the NFC Central, 
no other team drafted a running back or a receiv- 
er in early rounds. No other team in the league 
added both a runner and receiver so high. 

The Bucs finished last year with an offensive 
threat in rookie fullback Mike Alstott, who led the 
team in receiving with 65 catches for 557 yards and 
became a Pro Bow] alternate. Dungy and offensive 


coordinator Mike Shula plan to start this season 
with Dunn and Anthony playing key roles. To pro- 
tect themselves at running back, the Bucs re-signed 
Reggie Brooks, but Dunn figures to see plenty of 
action in all kinds of situations even if his size pre- 
vents him from playing every down. 


Only seven teams gave up fewer points than 
Dungy’s defense, and all of them enjoyed consid- 
erably more offensive help. It’s hard to play aggres- 


sive defense when your offense is scoring less than 


two touchdowns a game. Second-year tackle War- 
ren Sapp recorded nine sacks and 
became a leader. End Regan Upshaw 
started every game as a rookie and 
tackle Marcus Jones started three. 
The other end is Chidi Ahanotu. The 
team’s top tackler was 1995 first- 
round linebacker Derrick Brooks. 
When Eric Curry, the ‘93 No. 1 3 
choice, is in the lineup, the Bucs have 
four No. 1 picks on their line and a 
No. 1 at linebacker. 

At middle linebacker is Pro 
Bowler Hardy Nickerson. The Bucs 
lost free-agent linebacker Lonnie 
Marts to Houston after an outstand- 
ing year and will try to replace him 
with ex-Saint and ex-Seahawk Rufus Porter, who 
played under defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin 
and knows the system. Fourth-round draft choice 
Alshermond Singleton should get a look at line- 
backer as well. 


Mike Alstott (below) paid big dividends for the Bucs. 


the key stats 
Tampa Bay was the lowest-scoring team in the NFL (221 
points). led the Bucs in scoring (93 points). 
passed for 2,859 yards and 12 touchdowns 
with 19 interceptions. Free-agent linebacker 
had 37 career sacks with Seattle. The Bucs had a differ- 
ent leading receiver in each of their first six games in ‘96. 


Aa 84 Greene, Tracy 


) Running back Errict Rhett (at left) 
and quarterback Trent Dilfer (above) 
will have additional offensive 
support with the Bucs this season. 


The Bucs are young in the secondary, with ‘96 third-round 
cornerback Donnie Abraham leading them in interceptions 
(5). Free safety Melvin Johnson and strong safety John Lynch 
played well. This year’s third-round corner, Ronde Barber, 
has a chance to start in place of Martin Mayhew. 

The defense gave up only 18 points a game, plenty of 
incentive for Dilfer and his offense. After throwing 10 inter- 
ceptions and only one touchdown pass in his first five games, 
Dilfer threw 11 touchdowns and nine interceptions the rest of 
the way, even though his wide receivers scared no one. If 
Copeland can recover and Anthony pans out, they will start 
the season, with Courtney Hawkins or Robb Thomas as the 
third receiver. With more speed on the outside, tight end Jack- 
ie Harris might become more consistently effective. 

Steve Walsh joined the club as Dilfer’s backup, rejoining 
Shula. When they were in Chicago together, in 1994, Walsh 
quarterbacked the Bears into the playoffs. 


Re-signing their great left tackle Paul Gruber was a pri- 
ority during the off-season. Drafting huge right tackle Jerry 
Wunsch in the second round now gives the Bucs excellent 
bookends. It also may allow second-year tackle Jason Odom 
to move to guard, where Jim Pyne and Ian Beckles were the 
starters last year, Tony Mayberry is a very good center, and 
third-rounder Frank Middleton will compete at guard. 

The rise of the Bucs paralleled the late-season discovery 
of Karl Williams, a free-agent rookie who averaged 27.4 yards 


on only 14 kickoff returns and a whopping 21.1 yards on just | 


13 punt returns. Punter Tommy Barnhardt is coming off a 
very good year, and placekicker Michael Husted has an 
exceptionally strong leg. 


Tony Dungy, Head Coach 
Herman Edwards, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Backs; Monte Kiffin, Defensive Coordinator, 
Mike Shula, Offensive Coordinator; Clyde Christensen, Tight Ends; Chris Foerster, 
Offensive Lit Marciano, Special Teams; Mark Asanovich, Strength and Conditioning; 
Rod Marinelli, Defensive Line; Tony Nathan, Running Backs; Kevin O'Dea, 
Defensive Assistant,;Ricky Thomas, Offensive Assistant; Lovie Smith, Linebackers; 
Charlie Williams, Wide Receivers 
Fresno State 
Maryland 
Miami 


72 Dilfer, Tent 
13 Milanovich, Scott 
4 Walsh, Steve 


ooo 
GSE 


12/1/66 


64 Diaz, Jorge ~TVI5/73 1 Texas AM-Kingsville 
4 7/23/72 Stanford hs 


gpd 


Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Wisconsin 

Maryland 

Penn State 

Wake Forest 

Florida 

Washington 
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61 Mayberry, Tony 
70 Odom, Jason 
69 Pierson, Pete 


PPPe 
Gas 


40 Alstott, Mike 
41 Brooks, Reggie 


Purdue 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee-Chattanooga 
Florida 

/1 Valdosta State 


taten, Robert 11/23/69 1 Jackson State 


‘Miami 
Emporia State 
Grambling 
Tennessee 
Northeast Louisiana 
South Carolina State 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 


80 Harper, Alvin 
81 Harris, Jackie 
‘89 Marshall, Marvin 
83 Moore, Dave 
87 Silvan, Nilo 
82 Tate, Willy 
84 Thomas, Robb 
} 86 Williams, Karl 


region 
Oregon State 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 


California 
Florida 
Alabama 
Penn State 
North Carolina 


72 Ahanotu, Chidi 
p 77 Culpepper, Brad 
75 Curry, Eric 
97 Jackson, Tyoka 
78 Jones, Marcus 
90 Maniecki, Jason 
94 McKenzie, Rich 
99 Sapp, Warren 
73 Upshaw, Regan 


PPL 


PEEP: 


ESREESSIS 


22 


California 


21 Abraham, Donnie 
27 Austin, Eri 

23 Bouie, Tony 

39 Dimry, Charles 
29 Gant, Kenneth 
24 Gayle, Rashid 
25 Johnson, Melvin 
47 Lynch, John 

22 Mincy, Charles 
28 Rusk, Reggie 
38 Scott, Tod 


East Tennessee State 
Jackson State 


Albany State 
Boise State 


1/23/68 


F AAEeerregreg 


‘55 Brooks, Derrick 
50 Gooch, Jeff 
57 Jones, LaCurtis 


4/18/73 


preeeesa 


58 Williams, Mark 


STITT Ohio State 


North Carolina 
Virginia 
Appalachian State 


6/11/63 
6/16/70 
7/26/66 


6 Barnhardt, Tommy 
5 Husted, Michael 
9 Nittmo, Bjorn 


gee 


F 62 Beckles, lan* 

85 Hawkins, Courtney 

45 Legette, Tyrone” 

35 Mayhew, Martin® 

60 Pyne, Jim 

79 Riesenberg, Doug" 

11 Weldon, Casey* - 
* Unrestricted Free Agent 


Indiana 
Michigan State 
Nebraska 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
California 
Florida State 
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AND PICK NAME 


njuries hit every team. Nobody likes to use 
them as an excuse. But the Bears had so many 
injuries last season it wasn’t funny. When they 
fired their trainer of 30 years, Fred Caito, it put a 
somber exclamation point on a very unfunny year. 
In coach Dave Wannstedt’s four seasons, the 
Bears have been led by four different quarterbacks, 
four different rushers, four different sack leaders, 
and three different receivers. Such turnover is 
unmatched elsewhere in the league. Injury was the 
main factor last year: In 13 of their 16 games, 
Wannstedt watched a player get hurt badly enough 
that it kept him out of subsequent games. 
Running in circles is no way to 
catch the Packers, who have pum- 
meled the Bears six straight times. To 
add insult to injury, the Bears must 
face their ancient archrivals in the 
Monday night season opener in 
Green Bay and again in Chicago only 
six weeks later. Will they be ready? 


Rick Mirer is Wannsted('s fifth 
quarterback in five years. His arrival 


Chicago hopes to from Seattle cost the Bears a No. 1 
soar with draft choice. Nobody second- 
Rashaan Salaam guessed the need, though Mirer was 
(above). 


the lowest-rated passer in the 
league after four years of frustration. As 


the No. 2 pick in the 1993 draft, Mirer was 
neck-and-neck with Drew Bledsoe at the 
time, only to suffer through 
philosophy and coaching 
Dy changes. His skills as a 
ai mobile and resourceful 
ee \ passer remain intact. 
4 \ Orso the Bears hope. 
ce \ Wannstedt hired 
=] Matt Cavanaugh, ex- 
Bee quarterbacks coach 
for the 49ers and Car- 
dinals, as offensive coor- 
dinator to tutor Mirer in the 
new system. 
Injuries in two of Erik 
Kramer's three Chicago sea- 
sons kept him from estab- 
lishing himself, but didn’t 


Bryan Cox (at left) has made 
an impact on the Bears. 


Rick Mirer’s skills as a mobile and resourceful 
passer remain intact. Or so the Bears hope. 


keep him from re-signing. Kramer still believes this 
is his team, and thinks he can beat out Mirer. How 
much of a chance he gets will be one of the decisions 
Wannstedt must make. Mirer needs his confidence 
rebuilt, and Kramer’s presence isn’t likely to help. 


Another major decision facing Wannstedt sur- 
rounds the backfield, where he insists tailbacks 
Rashaan Salaam and Raymont Harris will play at 
the same time, leaving fullback Tony Carter won- 
dering who will block. When Salaam and Harris 
got hurt on successive plays last preseason, it was 

an omen of things to come, and one 
reason the Bears used a fourth- 
round draft choice on Northwestern 
tailback, Darnell Autry, further 
crowding the issue. 

The Bears envision Salaam as 
their go-to tailback and Harris as 
their all-purpose threat. But they 
were not able to play both at the 
same time last year until the final 
week, and Salaam and Harris are 
skeptical about sharing the field this 
year. Getting rid of third-down back 
Robert Green leaves a void the Bears 
hope either Harris or Autry can fill. 
Wannstedt also has envisioned free- 

agent Tyrone Hughes asa third-down back, a posi- 
tion he has never played. 


Wannstedt vows to run because he feels it is 
the best way for him to slow down the high-pow- 
ered passing attacks of the Packers, Lions, and 
Vikings. That's why the Bears traded up in the sec- 
ond round to take tight end John Allred, whom 
they felt was the best combination receiver/block- 
er at that position in the draft. Before, they used 
Keith Jennings when running and Ryan Wetnight 
when passing. Allred should provide both. 

The Bears have a legitimate deep threat in Cur- 
tis Conway, who should be averaging more than 
13 yards a catch. Elevating second-year man Bob- 
by Engram in place of Michael Timpson and 
adding one of Mirer’s Seattle buddies, Ricky 
Proehl, should take some pressure off Conway. 


The Bears expect changes in an offensive line 
that has been a strength. Tackles Andy Heck and 


the key stats 
set NFL rookie records in 1993 in pass attempts 
(486), completions (274), and yards (2,833), but he threw 
for just 1,546 yards and 5 touchdowns with 12 intercep- 
tions in 1996. He will be throwing to former Seattle team- 
mate (315 career catches) and 
who led the Bears with 81 receptions last season. 


James Williams are pushing for Pro Bowl recognition. Todd 
Perry is solid at left guard. Center Jerry Fontenot is likely to 
be bumped by second-year guard Chris Villarial, and either 
Todd Burger or third-rounder Bob Sapp will play right guard. 

Alonzo Spellman (8 sacks) and Carl Simpson anchor the 
right side of the defensive line, with Paul Grasmanis and John 
Thierry expected to start on the left. Wannstedt expects big 
things from Theirry, the 1994 No. 1 draft choice 


A thumb injury cost new linebacker/pass rusher Bryan 
Cox the last seven games just as he was beginning to make 
the plays the Bears expected after they signed him as a free 
agent. His dual role is more important this year as tackles Jim 
Flanigan and Chris Zorich are coming off surgeries and end 
Al Fontenot defected to Indianapolis. 

Untested outside linebackers Sean Harris and Barry 
Minter are expected to replace free agents Vinson Smith and 
Joe Cain at the thinnest position on the defense. Anthony 
Peterson from the 49ers is a special-teams tackler who could 
help. Free-agent cornerback Tom Carter from the Redskins 


and second-year man Walt Harris must provide the tight cov- 
erage for coordinator Bob Slowik to turn others loose. Strong 
safety Marty Carter led the team in tackles and Anthony Mar- 
shall will push Mark Carrier at free safety. 

Ex-Raider Jeff Jaeger rescued the place-kicking last year 
and punter Todd Sauerbrun rebounded from a disastrous 
rookie debut but still led the NFC in touchbacks. 


The Bears surrendered a No. 1 pick to Seattle for quarterback Rick 
Mirer (below, at left), who will compete with Erik Kramer (right). 


Dave Wannstedt, Head Coach 
Matt Cavanaugh, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Bob Slowik, Defensive 
Coordinator/Linebackers; Tony Wise, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Clarence Brooks, 
Defensive Line; Willie Peete, Running Backs; Iwan Fears, Wide Receivers; Ted Plumb, 
Tight Ends; Carlos Mainord, Defensive Backs; Greg Schiano, Nickel; Keith Armstrong, 
‘Special Teams; Eric Studesville, Research/Qualty Control 


10 Butterfield, Mark = OB 6-4 215 714731 Stanford 

12 Kramer, Erik QB 6-1 200 11/6/64 10 North Carolina State 
3 Mirer, Rick QB 6-2 214 03/19/70 4 Notre Dame 

18 Stenstrom, Steve QB 6-1 202 12/23/71 2 Stanford 


Burger, todd 

72 Clark, Jon 

64 Heck, Andy 

79 Parrish, James 
75 Perry, Todd 

65 Pilgrim, Evan 
69 Polk, Octus 

58 Villarrial, Chris 
71 Williams, James 


63 303 3/20/70 
66 345 4/11/73 
6-6 298 1/1/67 
6-6 310 05/19/68 
65 312 11/28/70 
6-4 304 8/14/72 
63 345 9/7/71 
6-4 305 6/9/73 
6-7 340 3/29/68 


Penn State 
Temple 

Notre Dame 
Temple 
Kentucky 
Brigham Young 
Stephen F Austin 
Indiana (PA) 
Cheyney State 


demand 
aN a nese 


38 Faulkerson, Mike 245° 978770 
44 Hicks, Michael 273 
31 Salaam, Rashaan 10/8/74 


Worth Carolina 
South Carolina State 
Colorado 


82 Bownes, Fabien 
84 Cash, Kerry 
86 Coleman, Mill 
80 Conway, Curtis 
81 Engram, Bobby 
88 Jackson, Jack 
85 Jennings, Keith 
87 Neely, Bobby 
88 Proehl, Ricky 
15 Riley, Phillip 
89 Wetnight, Ryan 


‘2728/72 
8/7/69 
06/19/72 
3n3mi 
ama 
iT2 
05/19/66 
3/22/74 
3/7/68 
9/24/72 
115/70 


Western Minois 
Texas 
Michigan State 
‘Southern California 
Penn State 
Florida 
Clemson 
Virginia 

Wake Forest 
Florida State 
Stanford 


bovsonsanan 


‘91 Davis, Robert 
93 Grasmanis, Paul 
73 Keyes, Marcus 
68 Reeves, Carl 

98 Simpson, Carl 
90 Speliman, Alonzo 


T2068 
8/2/74 
10/20/73 
12/17/71 
4/ig/70 
9/2771 
9/471 
3/13/69 


‘Shippensburg 

Notre Dame 

North Alabama 
North Carolina State 
Florida State 

Ohio State 

Alcorn State 

Notre Dame 


owners 


427771 
4/28/68 
12/17/69 
9/si72 
12/25/71 
8/10/74 
114/70 
6/2/72 
3/16/67 
9/16/70 
gn74 
3/2/70 


Fresno State 
‘Southern California 
Middle Tennessee State 
Notre Dame 

Penn State 
Mississippi State 
Nebraska 
Syracuse 

Alabama 

Louisiana State 
Northwestern 
Arizona State 


23 Carter, Marty 

25 Carter, Tom 

46 Forbes, Marion 
27 Harris, Walt 

33 Hughes, Tyrone 
32 Joseph, Dwayne 
26 Mangum, John 
36 Marshall, Anthony 
25 Martin, Chris 

24 Miniefield, Kevin 


BRO BBR Borg 
BawdNesseene 


27168 
2125/72 
2/25/72 
nara 
1/28/70 
4123/72 


Western linois 
Arizona 

Minois 
Mississippi 
Tulsa 

Notre Dame 


52 Cox, Bryan 

57 Harris, Sean 

95 Howard, Dana 
53 Lowery, Michael 
92 Minter, Barry 
53 Peterson, Tony 


SES55R 
eaainna 


1 Jaeger, Jett 
16 Sauerbrun, Todd 


11/26/64 10° Washington 
1/20/71 West Virginia 


2A 


“Texas Southern 
Oregon Tech 
Minnesota 

Notre Dame 

Texas A&M 

Ohio State 

Florida 

East Carolina 

NW Louisiana State 


‘34 Briggs, Greg” 

59 Cain, Joe* 

30 Carter, Tony 

99 Flanigan, Jim 

67 Fontenot, Jerry* 
29 Harris, Raymont 
9 Matthews, Shane* 
‘55 Smith, Vinson* 
76 Spears, Marcus* 


63 T0768 
64 6/1/65 
5-11 8/23/72 
62 286 8/27/71 
63 300 11/21/66 
6-0 225 12/23/70 
63 196 6/1/70 
6-2 248 7/3/65 
6-4 305 9/28/71 
* Unrestricted Free Agent 
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y subscription to LIONS REPORT and send me my FREE 1997 Lions Media Guide, 
1 YES! 


are moves being made, offers on the table, ee | 

s being plotted and you can read all “hicago 
about each one in your own copy of the Bear . ™ 
Report. But to keep up, you'll have to subscribe today. 


Complete the attached coupon, include your full 
payment, and mail it by July 14, 1997 and you'll get 
the 1997 Official Chicago Bears Media Guide (a $6.50 
value) for FREE! It’s the same guide radio and TV 
announcers are getting their stats from as they prepare 
for each game. (Media Guides will be mailed at the 


beginning of the regular season.) 


The 1997-98 season promises to be exciting as the Bears 
battle back to the top of the Central Division. You can 
have 26 issues of the Bear Report delivered right to your 
door for just $34.95 — and you can double your sub- 


scription to 52 issues for just $21 more ($55.95)! 


FREE OFFER 


BEAR REPORT 112 Market Street 


26 issues for $34.95 52 issues for $55.95 


Nome 
Check us out on the Web! 
http://www.bear-rpt.com ‘Address 


Gity - State 
or call Payment Form (circle one) Check Money Order VISA MasterCard =—Discover Card 


(800) 728-6501 Card Number ‘ 


’97 Brings New Coach, New Hope 
New head coach Bobby Ross has experienced the ultimate — going to the 
Super Bowl. Now he brings his magic to the Motor City in hopes of propelling 
the Lions to San Diego for Super Bow! XXXII 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


Follow Coach Ross as he leads the Lions to the next level. Each issue is packed 
with stories about your favorite Lions’ players and coaches along with in-depth 
game coverage, previews, analysis, statistics, NFL updates, action photos, and 
behind-the -scenes information you can’t find anywhere else. 
Get the scoop on the Lions 25 times a year with LIONS REPORT ... 
The Official Newspaper of the Detroit Lions! 


1) One Year, 25 Issues... Only $32.95 “1 Two Years, 50 Issues ... Only $59.95 
TINew Order Renewal (Acct. # ) 
‘Payment Enclosed Bill Me VISA MasterCard 
Card # 


5.25 odio peryeorlr fit! Subscribe 

oss delivery Jo UONS 

Ep. Canadian and Mexican REPORT before Sept. | 
G subscribers most odd $6.00 1997 ond receive a FREE 
lame ° Fonds copy of theofficial Detroit 
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City = __ State Zip & subscribers must odd alter your subscription 
Phone [ J = © $80.00 for cir mol servic. has been paid in fl 


ail To: MEDIA GUIDE 
PO oe SOD, Manet pp IX 77459 Orc: 1-800-240-0313 


No running back strikes more fear in the heart 
of a defense than the Lions’ Barry Sanders. 


he Lions won the NFC Central Division 
| title in 1991, finished last in ‘92, first in ‘93, 

I third in ‘94, second in ‘95, and last in ‘96. 
That means they are headed for first again, thanks 
in part to an easier schedule. That schedule is about 
the only thing under new coach Bobby Ross that 
will be easier. The Lions had their problems under 
Wayne Fontes, but overwork wasn’t one of them. 
Ross is putting his organization and discipline 
in his new team much the way he did in five years 
with the Chargers. There, he took over a club that 
was last in the AFC West and finished first in 1992, 
fourth in’93, first and a Super Bowl trip in ‘94, sec- 
ond in ‘95, and third in ‘96. 


tunning St 


Always more comfortable with Total Offense 
a running game, whether led by Passing 
Marion Butts or Natrone Means, Rushing 
Ross watched his Chargers plum- Scoring 
met to 29th in the league in rushing Punting 
after Means left. So of all the jobs Punt Returns 
available, Ross chose the team that _‘Kiek Returns 
had Barry Sanders. Running will be ace 
the least of his problems. Teen 


The Lions dropped from first in 
the league in offense in 1995 to 20th 
last year, an astonishing free-fall for 
a team employing essentially the 
same personnel. Injuries hit the Lions harder than 
most teams, especially on defense, which con- 
tributed to their failure on offense. But through 

the ups and downs, Sanders has remained as 
steady a player as the NFL can boast. A 

1 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Few runners get hit as much in the 
backfield or get thrown for as many 

losses as Sanders, but no other 

back strikes more fear in the J 

heart of a defense. Ross is /, 

trying to make Sandersa 

more consistent threat by 
using more blockers in a 
conventional offense. 
If it works, Sanders 
could be ruled an 
unfair advantage. 


Quarterback 
Scott Mitchell 
(at top) will be 
looking for 
Lions receiver 
Herman Moore 
(at botom). 


With Fontes, the Lions changed 
offensive philosophies as often as 
Sanders needed to change shoes. The run- 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank c 


Points Allowed 23.0 22 


{f 


and-shoot was followed by a three wide-receiver 
set. In general, Sanders was allowed to freelance 
through a spread field. Sanders may suffer under 
the confines of a tighter formation and more con- 
ventional plays. There is a chance that his style will 
be cramped, that he will run into blockers rather 
than stay behind them. Ross is willing to find out. 
Quarterback Scott Mitchell stands to benefit 
most from stability on offense. He never seemed 
comfortable with Fontes or with the offense of the 
day, but the Lions re-signed him to a $22 million deal. 
That's a lot of money just to hand off to Sanders, so 
there is obviously more up offensive coordinator 
Sylvester Croom’s sleeve. 


4 On 


313.3 20 Glyn Milburn is one more 
200.2 18 — weapon for Mitchell's huddle. While 
1131 12 Herman Moore and Johnnie Mor- 
18.8 21 ton are the starting receivers, Ross 
429715 liked Milburn when he played in 

84 25 Denver and feels the Lions under- 
243 13 utilized him after they got him last 
334.4 20 season. As a third receiver and a 
moa WB change-of-pace third-down back, 


Milburn has the quickness to take the 
pressure off Sanders and comple- 
ment him as an all-the-way threat. 
Moore has 229 catches in the last 
two years, yet he rightfully finds it difficult to 
explain how he performed for the 20th-best offense 
in the league. Morton caught 55 passes last sea- 
mS» _ son and is due for a breakout year replacing 
% Brett Perriman. 
Sanders will havea tight end and a full- 
back escorting him most of the time. Cory 
Schlesinger, a third-year back, 
looked good in early audi- 
4. tions as Sanders’s back- 
‘2. field mate, and Tommy 
F o _ Vardell was added as 
a free agent. Tight 
end David Sloan is 
recovering from knee 
surgery. Pete Met- 


11 127 
32 T21 


> 


Barry Sanders 
has 11,725 
career rushing 
yards, 
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Bobb Ross, Head Coach 
the key stats Sylvester Croom, Offensive Coordinator: Larry Peccatiello, Defensive Coordinator; Brian Baker, 


i Defensive Line; Don Clemons, Defensive Assistant/Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Frank 
The Lions had the best offense and the worst defense Falks, Running Backs; Jack Henry, flesive Line; Bert Hl, Stength and Conditioning: Stan 


in the NFC inside the red zone. Scott Mitchell passed ‘Kwan, Coaching Assistant; John Misciagna, Quality ControVOffense; Gary Moeller, Linebackers, 
for 2, 917 yards but had as many touchdowns as inter- _Dennis Murphy, Quality Control - Defense; Bob Palcic, Tight Ends; Chuck Priefer, Special Teams; 


ceptions (17). Barry Sanders led the NFL in rushing 


Richard Selcer, Secondary; Jerry Sullivan, Receivers; Marc Trestman, Quarterbacks, 


(1,553 yards) and Herman Moore was No. 2 in recep- 9 Biundin, Matt 0B 6-6 233 3/7/69 4 Virginia 
i . Robert Porcher led the club in sacks (10). 13 Johnson, Johnny QB 6-1 2021/21/73 1. Mlinois 
Hons (108) F ch (10) 19 Mitchell, Scott 0B 6-6 230 1/2/68 6 Utah 
7 Reich, Frank QB 6-4 210 12/4/61 12 Maryland 
12 Strom, Rick QB 6-2 200 3/11/65 8 Georgia Tech 
77 Compton, Mike © 6-6 297 9/8/70 4 WestVirginia 
76 Conover, Scott T 64 276 9/27/68 6 Purdue 
53 Glover, Kevin C 6-2 282 6/17/63 12 Maryland 
74 Harrison, Chris G 63 290 2/25/72 1 Virginia 
64 Hartings, Jeff G 63 283 9/7/72 1 PennState 
66 Hempstead, Hessley G 6-1 295 1/29/72 2 Kansas 
70 Jones, Jeff T 66 310 5/3072 2 TexasAaM 
72 Roberts, Ray T 6-6 308 6/3/69 5 Virginia 
69 Solomon, Ariel © 65 290 7/16/68 6 Colorado 
30 Baxter, Brad RB 6-1 235 5/5/67 8 Alabama Stale 
43 Johnson, Tracy RB 6-1 248 11/29/65 8 Clemson 
26 Lynch, Eric RB 5-10 224 5/16/70 5 Grand Valley State 
33 Milburn, Glyn RB 5-8 177 02/19/71 4 Stanford 
34 Rivers, Ron RB 5-8 205 11/13/71 2 Fresno State 
20 Sanders, Barry RB 5-8 203 7/16/68 8 Oklahoma State 
30 Schlesinger, Cory RB 6-1 230 (6/23/72 2 Nebraska 
21 Williams, Allen RB 5-10 205 9/17/72 2 Maryland 
81 Hickman, Kevin “TE 6-4 258 8/20/71 2 Nav 
17 Macik, Miles WR 6-4 210 9/15/73 1 Pennsylvania 
10 McCorvey, Kez WR 6-1 180 1/23/72 2 Florida State 
89 Metzelaars, Pete TE 6-7 254 5/24/60 15 Wabash 
84 Moore, Herman = WR 6-3. 210 10/20/69 6 Virginia 
87 Morton, Johnnie © WR 5-11 190 10/7/71 3. Southern California 
82 Price, Derek TE 63 240 8/12/72 1 lowa 
F - 4 - 86 Sloan, David TE 6-6 254 6/8/72 2 NewMexico 
Lions center Kevin Glover (at right, above) is an all-pro player, an 49 Stocz, Eric TE 6-3 278 5/25/74 1 Westminster 
honor that could befall right guard Jeff Hartings (at left, above). 
94 Elliss, Luther OT 65 201 3/22/73 2 Utah 
zelaars is an excellent blocker, and Notre Dame's Pete Chry- —_ 91 Porcher, Robert OT 6-3 2 Sliced 5 See Carolina State 
See ia races 97 Scroggins, T DE 6-2 255 9/11/69 5 Tulsa 
plewicz is a fifth-rounder who could push for playing time. METH Teye GETCGD. SrricHae 10 \oneione Sue 
93 Waldroup, Kerwin DT 6-3 260 8/1/74 1 Central State 
90 Washington, Keith DE 6-4 270 12/18/73 2 UNLV 
" E 24 Colon, Harry S 61 203 2/14/69 6 Missouri 
year man Chris Harrison are the early favorites to replace 44 Ford, Brad CB 5-10 170 1/11/74 1 Alabama 
ats i: 25 Jeffries, Greg CB 5-9 184 10/16/71 4 Virginia 
Zefross Moss at right tackle. Right guard Jeff Hartings, who 31 Raymond, Corey tal Sai esi yeahs. 50 Linea Ste 
held out for much of his rookie season, looks like a future all- _28 Rice, Ron S 64 206 11/9/72 2. Eastern Michigan 
pro. Kevin Glover is a Pro Bow] center. The left side features _ 38 Stewart, Ryan S 61 207 9/30/73 1 Georgia Tech 
i Ray Roberts. 
punta Mike Comptodand tackle Rayo 51 Beer, Tom 1B 6-1 221 3/27/69 3 WayneState 
The defense is a bigger challenge than the offense, even —_57 Boyd, Stephen 1B 6-1 247 8/22/72 2 Boston College 
though both finished 20th. Replacing tackle Henry Thomas _59 Brown, Regaie LB 6-2 241 9/28/74 1 TexasARM 
2 = seer 56 Hamilton, Rick 1B 6-2 241 04/19/70 4 Central Florida 
in a new system is the Lions’ first problem. Ends Robert _ §2 kowaikowski, Scott LB 6-2 228 8/23/68 6 Notre Dame 
Porcher and Tracy Scroggins will get help from second-year 55 London, Antonio «LB 6-2 2344/14/71 4 Alabama 
pass rusher Kerwin Waldroup. Tackle Luther Elliss is solid. ma ; es 
y ‘, fanson, Jason - jashington State 
Mike Wells and Shane Dronett are untested at Thomas's spot. 49 Jett, John P 6-41 199 11/11/68 4 East Carolina 


At linebacker, the Lions never replaced Chris Spielman. 


Drafting Colorado’s Butkus Award winner, Matt Russell, is 96 Bonham, Shane DL 6-2 275 10/18/70 3 Tennessee 
i irecti i i i 1 Majkowski,Don” QB 6-3. 208 2/25/64 10 Virginia 
a step in that direction. George Jamison will push Antonio _,{ Makowst DB ES para gz Palo 0 eae 
London at one outside spot. Reggie Brown is the other starter. __ 83 Matthews, Aubrey” WR 5-7 165 9/15/62 11 Delta State 
47 McNeil, Ryan* CB 6-2 192 10/470 4 Miami 
an 5 80 Perriman, Brett © WR 5-9 180 10/10/65 9 Miami 
Turnin Corner 62 Semple, Tony G 6-4 286 12/20/70 3 Memphis State 
vere i 95 Wells, Mike OT 63 287 1/6/71 3 Iowa 
The Lions Were in such need of help at cornerback that oP dies loat 
they drafted Texas’s Bryant Westbrook with their first pick 
and moved up in the second round after landing Roque to get THE DRAFT 
Syracuse’s Kevin Abrams. Unless Corey Raymond keeps his np pick NAME Pos HT WT COLLEGE 
je i i r i i is 1 5 BryantWestbrook = DB «6-2 199 Texas 
job, the Lions will start two rookie corners. Bennie Blades is Oey tenioqe Tbe a iiss eae 
gone, so Van Malone and Ryan Stewart will compete for 2 54 Kevin Abrams pe 58 (175 Syracuse 
s i a 1 4 130 Matt Russell 1B 62 245 Colorado 
strong safety, and Ron Rice and Harry Colon for free safety. #130 Mattfussel = LB 8:2 245 Colorado 
John Jett is the new punter. Jason Hansen remains the 2 jar peacsplewi De 64 of Wana 
icker. Milbt d kie Terry Battle handle returns. 6 168 Tony Ramirez T 66 296 Northern Colorado 
placekicker. Milburn and rookie Terry le returns. 7 206 Terry Battle RB) GEdl ctor! Ancona etter 
7 232 Marcus Harris WR 6-2 213 Wyoming 
7 239 Richard Jordan 18 641 265 Missouri Southern 
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The Panthers are on their way toward their 
goal of home-field advantage in the playoffs. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


upstart Carolina Panthers, who unseated 

the perennial division champion San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, and their coach, Dom Capers, who ran 
every division rival coach out of a job. 

The Panthers didn’t exactly sneak into the 
throne room. They have clobbered the 49ers three 
of the four times they have played now, putting 
huge pressure on new 49er coach Steve Mariucci 
to accomplish what George Seifert could not. 
Seifert, you recall, was the coach who got to 100 
victories faster than anyone in NFL history. 


T he story of the league last season was the 


Most remarkable about the Panthers’ ascen- 
dency was that they did it without help from their 
injured top draft choices from last year: Tshiman- 
ga Biakabutuka and Muhsin Muhammad. With 
those two healthy, plus free agents Micheal Bar- 
row, Ernie Mills, and Ray Seals, and rookie speed 
receiver Rae Carruth, the Panthers are on their way 
toward their goal of home-field advantage. 

Mark December 14 on the calendar. The Green 
Bay Packers visit Ericsson Stadium, where the Pan- 
thers have yet to lose. 


San Francisco 49ers* 

When the 49ers are kicking out coaches and 
drafting quarterbacks, you know there is an inter- 
ruption in eras. Steve Mariucci arrives with a rep- 
utation for developing quarterbacks, and Jim 
Druckenmiller, the club’s top draft pick, is now 
Steve Young's heir apparent. 

Even if wide receiver Jerry Rice stays in his 
prime for 10 more years, the defense remains the 
key to San Francisco's chances. It was excellent last 
year, yet the 49ers were 0-5 in games against Green 
Bay, Carolina, and Dallas. 


St. Louis Rams 

If enthusiasm is all the Rams lacked, Dick Ver- 
meil will be in the Super Bowl soon. Rejuvenated 
after 14 years out of the NFL, Vermeil returns with 
passion, with plenty of young talent, including the 
No. 1 pick in the draft in Orlando Pace, and, alas, 
with the worst combination of offensive and defen- 
sive output in the league. 

The development of second-year quarterback 
Tony Banks is more crucial than the deportment of 
second-year running back Lawrence Phillips. With 
Pace on the line and newcomer Craig Heyward in 
the backfield, Vermeil will run. 


New Orieans Saints 

Mike Ditka will do this his way. While others 
snickered, Ditka reached for draft choices ahead of 
their conventional time. When a team is as forlorn 
as the Saints, how can anybody argue with him? 

The worst running team in the league, the 
Saints will run if Ditka has to strap on the equip- 
ment himself. The defense isn’t half bad, but it 
must stop the run. Heath Shuler figures to replace 
Jim Everett at quarterback, but don’t count out 
Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel, who 
nobody but Ditka thought was worth drafting. 


Atlanta Falcons 

Ditka’s buddy, Dan Reeves, took over the 
worst defense in the conference. Nobody in the 
league gave up more points than the Falcons. To 
stem the tide, they had to settle for drafting the 
fourth cornerback, Michael Booker, with the 11th 
pick. Signing free-agent cornerback Ray Buchanan 
will help, but new quarterback Chris Chandler is 
going to have to outscore a lot of teams for the Fal- 
cons to make a move up in the division. 

Reeves is the winningest active coach in the 
league, but this is the first time he will not be 
coaching in front of a full stadium. His work is cut 
out for him. 


ONE STEP AWAY! 


The Carolina Panthers were one game 
away from the Super Bowl last year. 
This year, they intend to go all the 
way and become World Champions! 
Subsanbe ledey cd enjavithe ide with 
PANTHERS INSIDER! 
Receive one year, 26 issues, packed with inside 
information on your favorite team! PLUS ... as a 
SPECIAL BONUS, you'll also receive the most 
in-depth preseason magazine devoted exclusively 
to the Carolina Panthers ... FIREE with 


your paid-in-full subscription 
The 1997 Carlin Pothers Fool ole expe Sp. 


and wil be set nly fer your subscription hos been 


:: mie up for one yeor of PANTHERS INSIDER, the Oficial Publco 
Y ion:of the Coralina Parvhers.Only'$39.95 for 25, colori wellon: 
| packed issues full of features, stos, analysis ond much more: 


Payment Enclosed “Bill Me Plus. 1 will receive the 1997 Carolina Panthers Footbal... FREE! 
Visa MasterCard 
Discover Name 


Cord#____ Address 
MAIL TO: PANTHERS INSIDER 
P.O. Box 669900, Charlotte, NC 28266 Rist = City 


-- Or CALL... | understand he 1997 Carina Pon- State 
1-800-637-2583 thers Football offer expires Sept. 5, 


o (704) 374-3740 Pi ae 


VI. 
ZTPEES 


Get all the SPORTS Action ... Live Scores ... 
News ... Player Stats... Injury Reports and more ... 


with hand-hel, portable SPORTRAY! 


\ 7 Spt keeps you on top of all SporTrax to follow their teams. 
the game action on professional Now you can, too! Call the number 
football, basketball, baseball, listed below and ask about our 


hockey, golf, tennis, college football 30-day trial! 


and basketball & more! We also offer SportSignal, our 


Faster than any pager! PC product, which brings sports 
SporTrax is a hand-held, wireless information direct to your PC! No 
monitor that fits easily into a coat Phone lines are needed. 


pocket. Data is delivered via FM to Pan Fee itanatan/ call? 
over 68 metropolitan areas nationwide 2 2 


and in Canada. 1-800-937-2794 


Thousands of sports fans use 


Handicapping Software! Scorecast Software predicts the 
scores of upcoming games and lets you adjust the formula 
it uses to make predictions. A powerful software program 


that also offers trends and patterns feature. Call for more 
details! 
SporTrax and SportSignal are registered trademarks of Data Broadcasting Corporation. 


Kerry 

Collins 

(below) 

has deep threats 
in Carolina. 


The Panthers’ 
defensive 
backfield (below, 
left to right): 
Tyrone Poole, 
Eric Davis, 

and Pat Terrell. 


he fast and spectacular rise of the Panthers 
from expansion team to NFC title contender 
was helped in part by a double dose of draft 
picks in their first two years, an advantage some 
rivals felt was unfair in an era of free agency. 
Guess what? The Panthers enter year three of 
their existence with, in effect, another double draft. 
Tshimanga Biakabutuka and Muhsin Muhammad 
missed most of their rookie years due to injuries, 
so the Panthers figure they are luxury additions to 
a team that performed quite well without them. 
Add surprise No. 1 draft pick Rae Carruth toa 
suddenly burgeoning collection of speed receivers, 
and the Panthers are providing new 
meaning to the descriptions fast 
and spectacular. i 


Though there was nothing 
slow about their development as 
NEC forces, the Panthers succeeded 
despite a lack of overall team speed. 
That is no longer the case. Quarter- 
back Kerry Collins has deep threats 
wherever he looks, and the defense 
is faster, too. 

At the risk of fast-forwarding 
their season too far ahead, Panther 
fans can look to December 14, when 
the Packers come to town for a rematch of the NFC 
title game. Coach Dom Capers has convinced his 
team never to look beyond Sunday, but that does- 
n’t mean the fans can’t. It was Collins who first 

suggested that the Panthers will be playing this 
year for home-field advantage in the playoffs. 


Biakabutuka, last year’s No. 1 draft choice, is 
expected to be fully recovered from a knee injury 
suffered in Week 4. Anthony Johnson’s sensational 
season as the fill-in at tailback gives the Panthers 


The Panthers are providing new meaning 
to the descriptions fast and spectacular. 


security at the position, but a healthy Biakabutu- 
ka will be one of the fastest backs in football, giv- 
ing the offense an outside threat that Johnson does- 
rt provide. After losing fullbacks Howard Griffith 
and Bobby Christian in free agency, that position 
is left to Scott Greene unless Johnson can play in 
the same backfield with Biakabutuka. 

Muhammad showed such promise as a big, 
fast, tough receiver that the Panthers weren’t wor- 
ried when Willie Green signed with Denver. The 
Panthers added ex-Steeler Ernie Mills, who is com- 
ing off a knee injury, as protection in case leading 
receiver Mark Carrier isn’t re-signed. They also re- 
signed Raghib Ismail in hopes that 
the Rocket would benefit from a full 
training camp in the system. He 
caught only 12 passes after arriving 
from Oakland in late August. When 
Carruth, the fastest receiver in the 
draft, fell to the 27th spot, the Pan- 
thers couldn’t pass him up. 


The Panthers opened up their 
offense last year with the arrival of 
tight end Wesley Walls, who led the 
club with 61 catches and 10 touch- 
downs. Collins is likely to be turned 
loose more often by coordinator Joe 

Pendry, sometimes criticized as too conservative. 
It's a bad rap, considering the games the Panthers 
have won. Collins needs to be careful and allow 
the defense to work, but when the Panthers opened 
up against the 49ers last season, Collins came 
through with a brilliant performance. The Panthers 
expect bigger things in Collins’s third season. 
Injuries in the offensive line forced some jug- 
gling but allowed the Panthers to develop depth. 
Mathew Campbell moved in at left tackle for 
Blake Brockermeyer, and rookie Norberto Garri- 
do started at right tackle. Frank Garcia will try to 


(COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: SPORTFOLIO, J. C. RIDLEY, JOE ROBBINS, MITCHELL B, REIBELISPORTS PHOTO MASTERS. 
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the key stats 
Kevin Greene led the NFL with 14.5 sacks, and Lamar 
Lathon had 13.5 of Carolina's league-high 60. John 
Kasay was first in the NFL in scoring (145 points) and 
field goals (37). Michael Bates averaged 30.2 yards per 
kickoff return, tops in the league. Kerry Collins threw 
just one interception in the fourth quarter last season. 


Kicker John Kasay (at left) gives the Carolina offense a leg up. 


hold off the comeback by center Curtis Whitley, Versatile Matt 
Elliott ended up at left guard, and Greg Skrepenak at right 
guard was the only lineman to stay at one spot in ‘96. 


With the age of his defense a concern to everybody but 
Capers, the Panthers made the re-signing of 37-year-old line- 
backer Sam Mills a priority. Mills remains the heart of a unit 
that allowed only 218 points, including a league-low 56 over 
the second half last season. Mills, Walls, linebackers Lamar 
Lathon and Kevin Greene, cornerback Eric Davis, kicker John 
Kasay, and kick returner Michael Bates made the Pro Bowl 
and all were signed as free agents by GM Bill Polian. 

This year, the Panthers landed linebacker Micheal Bar- 
row from the Oilers to take over the inside spot manned last 
year by Carlton Bailey. They added defensive end Ray Seals 
from the Steelers to take over for Gerald Williams. Seals will 
play with end Mike Fox and nose tackle Greg Kragen, with 
Williams as a backup. 

Greene and Lathon, 1-2 in the NFL in sacks, return for 
another season they hope turns out as well. Greene trails 
Lawrence Taylor by 10 sacks as the all-time leader among line- 
backers. Drafting active rookies non Tatum, Tarek Saleh, 
and Matt Finkes adds more speed and depth 


Davis and Tyrone Poole are solid corners. Second-round 
draftee Mike Minter has the speed to provide depth ina thin 
area. After his five interceptions while playing part-time, 
strong safety Chad Cota should move into the spot vacated 
by Brett Maxie. Pat Terrell is the free safety. 


48 Abraham, Clifton CB 5-9 184 12/9/71 2 Florida State 

37 Cota, Chad S 6-1 198 8/13/71 2 Oregon 

25 Davis, Eric CB 5-11 185 1/26/68 7 Jacksonville State 

26 McDaniel, Emmanuel CB 5-9 182 7/27/72 1 East Carolina 

27 Pieri, Damon S 6-1 190 9/25/70 4 San Diego State 

38 Poole, Tyrone CB 5-9 185 2/3/72 2  FortValley State 

31 Reed, Michael CB 5-9 182 8/16/72 2 Boston College 

31 Smith, Rod CB 5-11 187 3/12/70 5 Notre Dame 

} 40 Terrell, Pat S 6-2 218 3/18/68 7 Notre Dame 
INE 

56 Barrow, Micheal LB 6-2 236 04/19/70 4 Miami (FL) 

91 Greene, Kevin LB 6-3 247 7/31/62 12 Auburn 

50 Jacobs, Ray LB 6-2 244 8/18/72 3 North Carolina 

57 Lathon, Lamar LB 6-3 260 12/23/67 7 Houston 

51 Mills, Sam LB 5-9 232 6/3/59 11 Montclair State 

58 Royal, Andre LB 6-2 240 12/1/72 2 Alabama 


Dom Capers, Head Coach 
Vie Fangio, Defensive Coordinator; Joe Pendry, Offensive Coordinator; Don Breaux, 
Tight Ends; Blair Bush, Assistant Offensive Line; George Catavolos, Defensive Backs; 
Billy Davis, Outside Linebackers; Ted Gill, Defensive Line; Chick Harris, Running Backs; 
«Jim McNally, Offensive Line; Chip Morton, Strength and Conditioning; Greg Roman, Assistant 
Strength and Conditioning; Brad Seely, Special Teams; John Shoop, Quarterbacks; 
Kevin Steele, Linebackers; Richard Williamson, Wide Receivers 


T 1B! I 
‘Alabama 


11 Barker, Jay QB 6-3 220 7/20/72 2 
7 Beuerlein,Steve QB 6-3 220 3/7/65 9 Notre Dame 
12 Collins, Kerry QB 6-5 240 12/30/72 2 PennState 
I i 
76 Brockermeyer, Blake T 6-4 305 4/11/73 2 Texas 
66 Campbell, Matthew 1 6-4 290 7/14/72 2 South Carolina 
52 Elliott, Matt G 6-3 295 10/1/68 5 Michigan 
65 Garcia, Frank G 6-2 302 1/28/72 2 Washington 
76 Garrido, Norberto. © T 6-5 308 10/4/72 1 Southern California 
67 Hayes, Brandon G 6-4 308 3/11/73 2 Central State 
63 Rodenhauser, Mark C 6-5 280 6/1/61 10 illinois State 
75 Skrepenak, Greg G 6-7 330 1/31/70 5 Michigan 
64 Whitley, Curtis, C 6-1 295 5/10/69 5 Clemson 
21 Biakabutuka,Tim = RB 6-1 215 1/24/74 1 Michigan 
43 Greene, Scott RB 5-10 225 6/1/72 1 Michigan State 
23 Johnson, Anthony RB 6-1 225 10/25/67 7 Notre Dame 
26 O'Neal, Brian RB 6-1 233 2/25/70 3 Penn State 
20 Oliver, Winslow RB 5-7 180 3/3/73 1 New Mexico 
22 Smith, Marquette © RB 5-7 190 7/14/72 1 Central Florida 
28 Smith, Tony RB 6-1 215 6/29/70 5 Southern Mississippi 
82 Bates, Michael WR 5-10 189 12/19/69 4 Arizona 
81 Ismail, Raghib WR 5-11 180 11/18/69 4 Notre Dame 
89 Mills, Ernie WR 5-11 192 10/28/68 6 Florida 
87 Muhammad, Muhsin WR 6-2 220 5/5/73 1 Michigan State 
89 Tucker, Syli TE 6-4 236 7/31/73 1 Miami (FL) 
85 Walls, Wesley TE 6-5 250 2/26/66 8 Mississippi 
SEFENSIVE LIN : 
‘92 Colston, Tim DE 6-1 275 12/18/73 1 Kansas State 
93 Fox, Mike DE 6-8 297 8/5/67 7 West Virginia 
96 King, Shawn DE 6-3 278 6/24/72 2 Northeast Louisiana 
71 Kragen, Greg NT 6-3 272 3/4/62 12 Utah State 
97 Seals, Ray DE 6-3 306 6/17/65 8 NONE 
98 Williams, Gerald DE 6-3 293 9/8/63 11 Auburn 


28/14/72 1 Wyoming 
10/27/69 6 Georgia 


4 Gragert, Brian 
4 Kasay, John 


zo 
zs) 
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54 Bailey, Carlton* LB 242° 12/15/64 9 North Carolina 


6:3 
56. Baker, Myron* LB 6-1 234 1/6/71 4 Louisiana Tech 
50 Bickett, Duanet* LB. «6-5 251 12/1/62_ 12. Southern California 
83 Carrier, Mark* WR 6-0 186 10/28/65 10 Nicholls State 
41 Cook, Toi* CB 5-11 188 12/9/64 10 Stanford 
29 Lofton, Steve* CB 5-9 177 11/26/68 5 Texas A&M 
69 Miller, Les* DE 6-7 285 3/1/65 9 Fort Hayes State 
90 Philion, Ed DT 6-2 277 3/27/70 2 Ferris State 
32 Philyaw, Dino* RB 5-10 199 10/30/70 2 Oregon 
88 Rasby, Walter TE 6-3 247 9/7/72 2 Wake Forest 
3 Stark, Rohn* P 6-3 203 5/4/59 15. Florida State 
80 Stone, Dwight” WR 6-0 195 1/28/64 10 Mid. Tennessee State 
95 Thomas, Mark* DE 6-5 275 5/6/69 5 NC State 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 

qT WT 


RND PICK NAME POS COLLEGE 


Young guns: 
Bryant (top) 
provides the 
sack power for 
the 49ers and 
Steve (bottom) 
supplies the 
firepower. 


The 49ers do not believe i in rebuilding. Any 
team with Jerry Rice has a chance to win now. 


he 49ers saw the handwriting on the wall, 

and it said zero, as in 0-5 against the Pack- 

ers, Panthers, and Cowboys last year. The 
first change they made was to ease coach George 
Seifert out the door shortly after he got to 100 vic- 
tories faster than any other coach had ever done. 


By drafting quarterback Jim Druckenmiller 
No. 1, new coach Steve Mariucci is looking to the 
future. But if he ignores the present, he won’t be 
around to reap any benefits from the next genera- 
tion. The 49ers do not believe in rebuilding. They 
do not believe Steve Young is ready 
for retirement. After all, they still 
have Jerry Rice, who, at 34, is still 


in his prime. Any team with Rice Total Offense 


has a chance to win now. Any coach Passing 
of the 49ers is expected to winnow. | Rushing 

In switching from Seifert to Scoring 
Mariucci, the 49ers are again plac- | Punting 
ing their emphasis on offense, where Punt Returns 
they feel the effects of erosion more Kiek Returns 
than they do on defense. After slip- eas 
ping out ofthe top three in offense | Uae! PAS 


for the first time since 1983, the 49ers 
used all three of their draft choices 
for offensive players, and made 
running back Garrison Hearst and 
guard Kevin Gogan their first two free-agent 
signees. If Mariucci is to rekindle an attack 1 
that faltered, however slightly, he'll need 

more weapons. 4 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Hearst is the key. His signing could 4 
tip the balance in the NEC. After agreeing 
toa modest contract (a $500,000 cap fig- 
ure), Hearst wants to prove he is a 
winner on a winning team. His 
career has been frustrating after a 
knee injury in Arizona and a part- 
time role in Cincinnati. 

The 49ers have not been able 
to replace Ricky Watters for two 
seasons. Terry Kirby led the team 
in rushing (559 yards) last year, but 
was not as dangerous as Young, who 
is too beat up to run the way he used 


Jerry Rice (at right) continues to 
rewrite the record book for receivers. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Points Allowed 16.1 14 


to run. Young missed parts of eight games due to 
injuries, then had to leave the playoff loss to Green 
Bay because of sore ribs. It is imperative that Mar- 
iucci develop a better running attack. 

That’s why the 49ers made Notre Dame full- 
back Mare Edwards their No. 2 pick. Although the 
return of William Floyd after a serious knee injury 
is expected, Floyd is not the kind of lead blocker 
that a running team needs, especially if Mariucci 
wants to use more I-formation plays. 


In Druckenmiller, the 49ers got the top quar- 
terback in his class. His size and 
skills compare favorably with those 
of Carolina’s Kerry Collins, the man 


3441 6 the 49ers are chasing in the stand- 
228.7 7 ings. Young, 36 in October, was 
1154 10 sacked 34 times. He won his fifth 
249 3° pass-efficiency title in six years, but 
42.9715 this season figures to be his last hur- 
9.0121 rah. By 1998, Young will be either 
21.3 21 tutoring Druckenmiller or feeling 
291.3 7 the same pressure to step aside that 
ee 4 sent Joe Montana packing 


Adding Gogan to help protect 


90712 Young is an interesting move, sig- 
45 —§  Tling a departure from the prefer- 
ence of line coach Bobb McKittrick 

for smaller, athletic blockers. At 6-6, 330 
bounds, Gogan doesn't fit the mold. He 
‘ is expected to play right guard, 
allowing Chris Dal- 

4 man to slide over to 

| Ja center and replace 

Jesse Sapolu, who 

underwent surgery 

to repaira heart valve, 

which could lead to his 

retirement. Left guard 

Ray Brown was a big 

free-agent addition 

last year. Veteran right 

tackle Harris Barton 

will be phased out if 

an adequate replace- 

ment can be found. Bar- 

ton or the bigger Frank Pollack may 

move to left tackle, where Steve Wal- 

lace played last season. Kirk Scrafford 

figures to move to the right side to pro- 
tect Young’s back. 
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=) SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


Steve Mariucci, Head Coach 
the key stats ' John Marshall, Defensive Coordinator, Bill McPherson, Defensive Assistant; 
had the highest passer rating (97.2), the Marty Momhinweg, Offensive Coordinator; Jerry Attaway, Physical Development; 
highest completion percentage (67.7), and the lowest | Dwaine Board, Defensive Line; Jaime Hil, Defensive Assistant Larry Kirksey, Wide Receivers, 
- a Fi 8 Greg Knapp, Offensive Assistant; Bobb McKittrick, Orfensive Line; Patrick Morris, Tight Ends; 
interception percentage (1.9) in the NFL. Jc WHO | Jim Mora Jr, Defensive Backs; Tom Rathman, Running Backs; Richard Smith Linebackers; 
led the league in receptions (108—including 72 for first George Stewart, Special Teams 
downs), is tops in NFL history, with 1,050 catches and # QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
165 touchdowns. He needs six points for 1,000. 16 Barr, Dave QB 6-3 205 5/9/72 2 California 
11 Brohm, Jeff QB 6-1 205 4/24/71 3 Louisville 
8 Young, Steve QB 6-2 205 10/11/61 12 Brigham Young 


# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN | EXP COLLEGE 


79 Barton, Harris T 6-4 286 4/19/64 10 North Carolina 
65 Brown, Ray G 6-5 315 12/12/62 11 Arkansas State 
67 Dalman, Chris G 6-3 285 3/15/70 4 Stanford 
63 Deese, Derrick G 6-3 275 5/17/70 3 Southern California 
66 Gogan, Kevin G 6-7 325 11/2/64 10 Washington 
‘59 Gordon, Steve C 6-3 288 4/15/69 5 California 
77 Hanshaw, Tim G 6-5 300 4/27/70 2 Brigham Young 
75 Pollack, Frank T 6-5 285 11/5/67 7 Northern Arizona 
64 Rudolph, Joe G 6-1 285 7/21/72 2 Wisconsin 
76 Scrafford, Kirk T 6-6 275 3/15/67 7 Montana 
# RUNNING BACKS: HT =WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
40 Floyd, William RB 6-1 242 2/17/72 3. Florida State 
20 Hearst, Garrison RB 5-11 215 (1/4/71 4 Georgia 
41 Kirby, Terry RB 6-1 218 1/20/70 4 Virginia 
32 Levy, Chuck RB 6-1 197 1/7/72 3. Arizona 
‘# RECEIVERS HT =6WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
49 Cooper, Adrian TE 6-5 255 4/27/68 6 Oklahoma 
43 Fann, Chad TE 63 250 6/7/70 4 FloridaAaM 
84 Jones, Brent TE 64 230 2/12/63 10 Santa Clara 
86 Manuel, Sean TE 6-2 245 12/1/73 1 New Mexico State 
81 Owens, Terrell WR 6-3 213 12/7/73 1  Tennessee-Chattanooga 
80 Rie, Jerry WR 6-2 200 10/13/62 12 Mississippi Valley State 
83 Stokes, JJ. WR 6-4 217 10/6/72 2 UCLA 
89 Uwaezuoke,Iheanyi WR 6-2 195 7/24/73 1 California 
Dana Stubblefield (above) teams with Bryant Young to give San - poem sai ROSE TROP EAA COLES 
: és z fs A jarker, Roy DE 6-5 290 2/14/69 5 North Carolina 
Francisco the finest pair of defensive tackles in the conference. 78 Brandon, Michael DE 6-4 290 7/30/68 4 Florida 
90 Bryant, Junior DE 6-4 275 1/6/71 2 Notre Dame 
56 Doleman, Chris DE 6-5 275 10/16/61 12 Pittsburgh 
Rice caught 108 passesshisthind straint mover 100, . 59 Heanyi, Israel DE 6-3 246 11/21/70 1 Southern California 
Heb s a fi 08 acted i arte eee ce 2 6 a 91 Price, Daryl DE 6-3 274 10/23/72 1 Colorado 
Seca e ne nse Dia veto Lope On rece puotis andio) 94 Stubblefield, Dana DT 6-2 290 11/14/70 4 Kansas 
receiving yards. Yet his average of 11.6 yards per catch was © 97 Young, Bryant OT 6-2 280 1/27/72 3 Notre Dame 
the lowest of his career, his longest catch was only 39 yards, # DEFENSIVE BACKS. HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
and he caught just eight touchdown passes, his lowest total o ve ae . a a ae lee State 
ei a ‘ovington, John. 1 lotre Dame 
since his rookie peacOns 36 Dowden, Corey CB 5-11 190 10/18/68 1 Tulane 
Rookie Terrell Owens played better than second-year man 22 Drakeford,Tyronne CB 5-9 185 6/21/71 3 Virginia Tech 
JJ. Stokes, but a healthy Stokes will try to prove he's worthy | 38 Naik Morn : eae ses ns eee 
: . 2 icDonald, Tim 5 southern California 
of his former No. 1 draft position. With the 6-4 Stokes, the 6-2) 23 Pope maralee Re Eee 
Owens, and Rice, the 49ers have the NFL's tallest wideouts. 30 Salmon, Mike S 6-1 207 12/27/70 1 Southern California 
The 49ers ended up with only three draft choices, and the a Suit Fant S 58 ie we i ae 
Hae F Sees 5 falker, Darnel - lahoma 
ee Seniors Heh end Gree Clark, signaling the end iS 45 Williams, Michael CB 5-10 185 5/26/70 2 UCLA 
near for rent Jones. ike Young, Jones missed playing time —e ——— 
because of an injury (shoulder), but he caught 28 passes over | 57 kirk, Randy LB 6-2 231 12/27/64 10 San Diego State 
the final six games. Clark is an outstanding blocker. 55 Mitchell, Kevin 1B 6-1 250 1/1/71 3 Syracuse 
51 Norton, Ken 1B 6-2 241 9/29/65 9 UCLA 
50 Plummer, Gary LB 6-2 247 1/26/60 11 California 
62 Sander, Mark 1B 6-2 232 3/21/68 5 Louisville 
Injury hurt the 49ers on defense when tackle Bryant Young —_ 52 Schwantz, Jim LB 6-2 240 1/23/70 5 Purdue 
had to leave the Green Bay playoff game. Nobody is better. — 54 Woodall, Lee LB SE 2205 1015 1/09 28 West Chester 
ith ends Re AS i # KICKERS HT WT BORN, EXP, COLLEGE 
Wil vends Roy Barker (12.5 sacks) and Chris Doleman (11) ‘3 Thompson,tommy P5-10 1924/27/72, 2 Oregon 
playing outside Young (11.5) and Dana Stubblefield, no front ie ——— 
four is stronger. Kevin Mitchell could push Gary Plummer "45 Genet, Daver LB 4231, 2/1668 1 Nortntege 
for the linebacker job next to Ken Norton Jr. and Lee Woodall. —_ 96 Brown, Dennis DE 6-4 285 11/6/67 7 Washington 
Marquez Pope (6 interceptions) and Tyronne Drakeford a AL la ne a ie Halle : pone 
eterson, Tony* -( lotre Dame 
could use help at the corners. Tim McDonald and Merton © §5 popson, Ted* TE 6-4 250 9/10/66 3. Portland State 
Hanks are solid at safety. 74 Wallace, Steve T 6-5 285 12/27/64 11 Auburn 
Special teams took a beating with the departure of kicker * Unrestricted FreeAgent 
Jeff Wilkins to St. Louis and the release of return man Dexter 
Carter. The unsung Jon Baker will try to win the kicking job. THE DRAF 
j. RND PICK NAME Pos HT WT COLLEGE 
Hormiy Thompson‘is the panter, 1 26 JimDruckenmiller = QB-—«G-4° 230. Virginia Tech 
2 55 Marc Edwards FR 6-0 236 Notre Dame 
3 77 Greg Clark TE 6-4 262 Stanford 


SAINT LOUIS RAMS 


The shuffling on ‘the line will allow the Rams 
the time to get the ball to their skill players. — 


Ol 


| 
\ 


oe 
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ick Vermeil is the kind of person who can 
| fire up anyone who listens to him, includ- 

ing himself. When he was named coach of 
the Rams after 14 years away from the NFL, he 
spilled out feelings he harbored since leaving, the 
Eagles as a 45-year-old victim of burnout after the 
1982 season. 

Vermeil thanked new Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie 
for interviewing him three seasons ago before hir- 
ing Ray Rhodes. He said that Lurie helped him see 

a fire still burning inside to coach. As a broad- 
caster for ABC college football, Vermeil had 
remained as close to the game and the play- 
ers as any of his counter- 
parts, so the unusually 
"9 long hiatus from the 
wy sideline should have no 
bearing on his success. 
Vermeil was habitually 
over prepared for his 
telecasts, often studying 
films so long into the night 
” that he once woke up a 
coach when he became curi- 
ous abouta particular nuance 
he had noticed. 


Winning Pace 
So it was no surprise that 
Vermeil noticed that Orlando Pace was the best 
player in college football last year. A no-brainer, 


Sacks 


@ you say? Anybody could see that? Maybe so, but 


Vermeil was the only one to make a trade to take 
the huge offensive tackle in the draft. 

Pace is only the second offensive tackle ever 
selected No. 1, joining Ron Yary of the Vikings in 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 273.3 27 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 345.6 26 
Against Pass 229.7 26 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 25.6 27 
Interceptions 


Hanifan, one of four former NFL head coaches on 
Vermeil’s staff, will have them ready. 

With Pace taking over immediately at left tack} 
le, incumbent Wayne Gandy can move to the right 
side. That enables Zach Weigert to shift from tackle 
to right guard, where he will battle Dwayne White 
and Fred Miller for the position. The left-guard spot 
vacated by Leo Goeas should go to former Raiders 
tackle Gerald Perry. At center is Bern Brostek. 
Fourth-round center Ryan Tucker is recuperating 
from knee surgery. Ex-Dolphin tackle Billy Milner 
and two second-year prospects, center Mike Grut- 
tadauria and Fred Miller, also figure in the mix. 


Time for the Offense 
All this shuffling up front is 
designed to benefit Banks most of 
all, because if he has time to get the 
ball to the Rams’ skill people, watch 
out! Isaac Bruce and second-year 
receiver Eddie Kennison already 
are stars waiting for proper recog- 
nition in an overcrowded league of 
receiving stars. Banks will have the 
benefit of working with veteran 
Mark Rypien. Jamie Martin might 
be ready to provide competition. 
By picking up free-agent full- 
back Craig Heyward to play H-back 
in coordinator Jerry Rhome’s offense, the Rams 
added one of the great blockers in the league. Tight 
end Ernie Conwell is a versatile blocker, runner, 
and receiver. Running back Lawrence Phillips spent 
part of his off-season in jail for violation of proba- 


172.8 28 

100.4 20 
18.9 20 } 
44.8 15 
125° 3 
19.9 27 


115.9 20 


26 12 
32 T21 


Cornerback Todd Lyght (below) had five interceptions. 


Rams quarterback 1968. If it is difficult to see how an offensive tack- | 
Tony Banks le can make much of a difference on a 6-10 team, 
(above) will have consider this: The Rams had already lined up with 

more protection rookie quarterback, a rookie running back, and 

from his offensive okie wide receiver last year. The result was one 

line this year. 


‘TOP: C, A. PEDUTO/TDSI, BOTTOM: CHUCK RYDLEWSKI 


of the worst offenses in the league. It cost coach 
Rich Brooks his job, but the sacrifice puts Vermeil 
a step ahead. 


The Line on the Rams 

Inhis second year, quarterback Tony Banks is 
likely to be more effective if he is standing up. The 
Rams were sacked a league-high 57 times, so it did- 
n't take much film study for Vermeil to decide he 
needed blockers. Pace gives him the flexibility to 
juggle the entire group. Offensive line coach Jim 


‘Street & Smith's Pro Football 


the key stats 
The Rams had more giveaways (44) than any other team. 
had a league-high 21 fumbles. He passed for 
2,544 yards with as many touchdowns as interceptions 
(15). led the club in rushing (632 yards). 
led in receptions (84—for an NFL-high 1,338 


yards). had two punt-return touchdowns. 


Wide receivers Isaac Bruce (at left) 
and Eddie Kennison (above) 
combined for 138 receptions and 18 
touchdowns last season. 


tion. The Rams might be better with him, but they have second- 
year man Jerald Moore, free agent Ron Moore, and Heyward 
available, plus any number of potential free agents wanting to 
line up behind Pace. 


Getting Defensive 

New defensive coordinator Bud Carson is expected to 
make a significant contribution to a unit that underachieved 
during the last two years. The front four is pretty well set and 
fairly talented, which is more than can be said for a lot of fronts. 
Leslie O'Neal, Jimmie Jones, D’Marco Farr, and Kevin Carter 
are active and effective players, although there is not a 300- 
pounder in the bunch. Second-year man Jon Kirksey weighs 
350. Backup end James Harris will push for playing time. 

Adding left linebacker Michael Jones from the Raiders to 
start for Carlos Jenkins will enable Roman Phifer to stay on 
the right side and exploit his speed, chasing, and coverage 
abilities. Phifer led the club in tackles. Middle linebacker 
Robert Jones is the run-stuffer. The Rams added a draft choice 
whom Vermeil calls an excellent tackler, but who is also a play- 
er who could run a play-by-play announcer out of business: 
Muadianvita Kazadi. 


Safeties First 

Second-round cornerback Dexter McCleon might start in 
place of Anthony Parker on the right side opposite Todd 
Lyght. No team has a better pair of young safeties than the 
Ram duo of Toby Wright and Keith Lyle. Lyle led the league 
with nine interceptions. 

Just as the Eagles lured placekicker Chris Boniol from the 
division rival Cowboys, the Rams signed Jeff Wilkins from 
the 49ers. Wilkins hit 30 of 34 field goals and was the NFC’s 
No. 2 scorer. J.T. Thomas was adequate on kickoff returns. 


SAINT LOUIS RAMS 


Dick Vermeil, Head Coach 
‘Mike White, Assistant Head Coach/Tight Ends; Jerry Rhome, Offensive Coordinator/Quarter 
‘backs; Bud Carson, Defensive Coordinator; Nick Aliotti, Defensive Assistant; Steve Brown, 
Defensive assistant; John Bunting, Linebackers; Chris Clausen, Strength and Conditioning; 
Dick Coury, Wide Receivers; Frank Gansz, Special Teams/Offensive Assistant; 
Peter Guinta, Defensive Backs, Jim Hanifan, Offensive Line; Carl Hairston, Defensive Line; 
Wilbert Montgomery, Running Backs; John Ramsdell, Offensive Assistant/Quality 
Control:George Warhop, Offensive Line 


WT sa BORN, EXP. COLLEGE 


gan State 
2/5/68 5 Virginia Tech 
2/8/70 3 Weber State 
10/2/62 9 Washington State 


ig 
MelNoose State 
‘Auburn 
Penn State 
Central Florida 
Mississippi State 
Baylor 
Houston 
Alcorn State 
Nebraska 


COLLEGE 
Miami 
Pittsburgh 
Oklahoma 
Pittsburg State 
Nebraska 


73 Cherry Ronald 

70 Gandy, Wayne 

66 Gerak, John 

60 Gruttadauria, Mike 
69 James, Jesse 

73 Miller, Fred 

77 Milner, Billy 

67 White, Dwayne 2/10/67 
72 Wiegert, Zach angr72 


# RUNNING BACKS BORN 


9/26/66 
11/20/74 
1/26/70 
5/12/75, 
10/6/70 


wayne 
2nor 
116/70 

12/6/72 
geri 
216/73 

er2i72 


AmA4mOo44 


EH Heyward, Craig 
44 Moore, Jerald 

33 Moore, Ronald 

21 Phillips, Lawrence 
32 Philyaw, Dino 


f RECEIVERS COLLEGE 
8 My) 

11/10/72 3 Memphis 

7/25/73 Texas A&M 
ani772 Washington 
1/20/73 Louisiana State 
07/19/71 3. New Mexico State 
saeal Alabama 
10/30/71 1 Missouri Valley 
427m Purdue 

mm Arizona State 
erm Tennessee 


COLLEGE 


81 Clay, Hayward 
84 Conwell, Ernie 
88 Kennison, Eddie 
86 Laing, Aaron 
17 Lee, Kevin 

‘86 Regular, Moses 
82 Ross, Jermaine 
87 Thomas, JT. 
19 Williams, 


6/9/71 
2/21/70 
5/7/64 


Washington 

Calf. State-Sacramento 
‘Oklahoma State 
W273, Arizona 

10/13/69 4 Arizona 

220/70 Idaho 

10/13/71 2 Wake Forest 

10/22/72 1 Wyoming 

11/22/70 4 Pittsburg State 
5/24/70 Purdue 


COLLEGE 
Howard Payne 
Clemson 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Virginia 
Kansas 
Arizona State 
Arizona 
Southeast Missouri St. 
Nebraska 


COLLEGE 


91 O'Neal, Leslie 
97 Osborne, Chuck 
93 Parten, Ty 

94 Robinson, Jeff 
96 Williams, Jay 
76 Williams, Tyrone 
95 Wilson, Troy 

74 Zgonina, Jeff 


3/20/70 
47169 
2/9/69 
4n772 
10/7/73, 
2/11/66 
2126/72 
716/72. 
11/19/70 


39 Lincoln, Jeremy 
441 Lyght, Todd 

35 Lyle, Keith 

23 McBurrows, Gerald 
27 Parker, Anthony 
22 Scurlock, Mike 

38 Walker, Marquis, 
32 Wright, Toby 


0 ee 


3a Gaskins, Perce 
51 Jenkins, Carlos 
52 Jones, Mike 

55 Jones, Robert 


Kansas State 
Michigan State 
4/15/69 6 Missouri 
9/27/69 East Carolina 
58 Phifer, Roman 3/5/68 UCLA 

58 Spitulski, Bob 9/10/69 Central Florida 


# KICKERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
a Wilkins, Jett 2 192 O49) ingstown State 
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Howard Payne 
Texas A&! 
North Carolina 
Notre dame 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Minnesota 
Oregon 

NE Louisiana 


52 Davis, Paschall 5 
46 Dorn, Torin 200 

53 Figaro, Cedric* 242 

50 Goss, Antonio* 4 235 8/11/65 
30 Green, Harold” 225 1/29/68 
8 Lohmiller, Chip” 220 7/16/66 
24 O'Berry, Herman 185 7/11/71 
28 Robinson, Greg* 212 8/8/69 
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HEY, RAMS FANS...AUeee aa 
Ritetet’el TWO FREE OFFERS! 


mined to reach to the playoffs 

#4 sunscribe by September 1, 1997 and receive a FREE Rese 
during the exciting 1997 season. 4997 St. Louis Rams Media Guide. (Please include 
‘And Rams Update-the only $3.00 for shipping and handling) 


#D cach new paid subscriber will receive FREE access to 
publication exclusively devoted our new Rams Update website this coming August 


to the Rams—uill be there ...a $29.95 value! Get the same great coverage that's 


in our newspaper—immediatly! 
every game! We publish weekly i J 
YES! | want to subscribe to RAMS UPDATE as indicated below and send me my FREE 1997 St. Louis 


during the season and quarterly ams Meta Guide, | understand thatthe FREE Rams Metia Guide ofr expies Seplember 1, 1997 
during the offseason. Our first and that my subscription must be pai in ful 
a 7 a (C11 Year Subscription — $34.95 (MO sales tax $2.18) Includes FREE 1997 Rams Media ¢ 
issue will be mailed the last Caen FE Ras Ub ets as Aas 7 
week of July, 1997. (1 2 Year Subscription — $62.90 (MO sales tax $3 92) neues FREE 1997 Rams Meda $ 
(Guide and FREE Rams Update wee access in August 1997 +a $6.00 savings! 
Rams Update gives you 71 ditional $3.00 enclosed or shipping and handing of Rams Mea Guide 
weekly coverage on: st Clas pstae ad $25 00 per year Canal and Mexico susie add $30, 


eration subscribes add $56 


* Player features 

+ Game Previews 
Coaches Insights 
Top Columnists 
+ Color Photos 

* Statistics 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


email Address —_— 
(FRE ces th pid Ras Ute cron) 


Payment Method: |] check/money order enclosed [7] Visa] MasterCard [7] Discover 


Subscribe today! {".” oe 


Mail with payment to: Rams Update, 901 Missouri Bivd., #106, 


Jefferson City, MO 65109 
1 -800- 578-2624 or fax credit card order to 573-761-4994 ss97 


College Football 


YEAR / COVER PRICE YEAR / COVER RICE 
4940 tstration $185. 1954 Ralph Guolieimi $50. 
1941 Frankie Albert 75, 1955 Howard Cassady 75. 


\ Basketball 
; Yea corn pace vem omen wae 


1957 Charbe Tyra $125. 1973-74 Oscar Robertson $40, 
1958 Tommy Kearns 100, Jeny West 
1970-71 Lew Alcindor 40. 1974-7501.J 35, 


1942 Alan Cameron 75, 1956. sim Swink 50, 
1943 Steve usw 75, 1957 Clendon Thomas 75 4970-71 Austin Cart 40, 1974-75 Dave Cowens& 35. 
1944 Gob Koly 75.1958 Bob White 50 1970-71 Jeny West 40. K.A abbr 
1945 Bob Jenkins 65, 1959 Teny Breman 50. 1971-72 Lew Aeindor& 40. 1075-76 Paul Stas & 935. 
1946 John Ferraro 65, 1960 Rich Mayo 40 Wit Chambery Rick Bary 
1947 George Comar 65, 1961 Ronnie Bul 40, {971-72 Lew Alindor& 40, 1975-76 Adian Danley 3. 
1948 Jack Coud 65, 1962 Jay Wikinson 40 Wits Reed A Mees irae, 
1949 Chatieustce 65, 1963 PaulMatha 40. 1872:736ai Goodich 40. 1678-77 Pad Vespa 30. 
1950 LeonHeath 50, 1963 Pete Beard & 35, Ge iranan hicelin’ a wanton 
ELON at a nial asin KA Jabbar 1976-77 Pete Maravich 30. 
1952 Johnny Olszewski $0. 1868-1000 Aralabe, 1973-74 Pete Maaveh& 40, 1976 1092 Arte. 
1953 he serhaver 75, Calf rela. alee aicetee 
Baseball Pro Football 
YEAR / COVER PRICE YEAR / COVER Paice YEAR / COVER ———~PRICE YEAR / OVER Pe 
1941 Bob Feller $200. 1953 Mickey Mantle $125. 1963 Milt Plum ‘$60. 1967 Dick Bass $36. 
1942 Howard Poet 125, 1954 Eade Mathews 85, 1963 VA Title 60. 1967 Sayers & Rabold 35. 
1943 “Play athe pate 85, 1955 Yogi Berra 85. 1963 Roman Gabel 60, 1968 Hewitt Doon 35. 
1944 Joe McCarthy 85, 1956 Mantle & Duke Snider 75. 1964 Terry Baker 40. 1968 Norm Snead 38. 
1945 NY.Gians 85, 1957 Mant Lassen, & 75 1968 Jim Katcavage 40. 1968 Don Meredith 35, 
1946 DickFowier 85. Bera 1964 Bon Siar 40, 1969 dotnBosle 35, 
1947 Leo Durocher 85. 1958 Bob Buhl & 8. 1965 Frank Ryan 40.1969 Concannon & Seals 35 
1948 Joe DiMaggio 95, Lew Budete 1965 Johony Untas 40, 1969 Joe Namath 45. 
1949 Lou Boudreau 85,1959 Burdette, Spahn, 65. 1965 Dick Bass 40. 1970 Roman Gabriel 30. 
1950 Ted Willams 8 95, & Mantle 1966 Lalonde & 40, 1970 Joe Kapp 20. 
Joe Dio 1960 NelieFox& 60, tile and 1970 Joe Namath 40 
1951 Joe DiMaggio & 95. Ls Aprco 1966 Ken Wits 40. 1971 EatMoral 25, 
Ralph Kner 1861-199 Arab 1966 Charley Johnson 40, 971895 valle. 
1952 Stan Musial 85, Calor cg 1967 Lovee & Vogel 35. Calor ping 


New York State residents must add 7 3/4 % sales tax. Please add $4.00 for postage and handling. Mastercard and VISA accepted 
B&E Collectibles Catalog and Price Guide e 
76 pages of collectibles from all major sports. Including World Series Programs, Baseball B&E Collectibles 
Yearbooks, Super Bowl Programs, Hockey Media Guides, NBA and ABA Guides, Sports 950 Broadway, Thornwood, New York 10594 
Illustrated, and much more. $6.00 postpaid. Please send your check or money order to: For further information call: 914°769° 1304 


Jim Everett 
(above) calls 
the signals 
for the Saints. 


NEW BRLEANS SAINTS 


No coach is better equipped than the Saints’ 


rom their humble beginnings, the Saints 

have served as a refuge for many NFI 

retreads, including coaches Tom Fears, 
Hank Stram, and Bum Phillips. None ever arrived 
with more bombast and fanfare than Mike Ditka, 
born to be a Bear but happy to be a Saint. It is the 
ultimate free-agent move. 

“You will not be embarrassed by this team,” 
Ditka promised the faithful who have already start- 
ed to bring their bags out of their closets to cheer 
for the “Ain’ts.” 


Ditka Takes Charge 

Ditka was labeled an old-fash- 
ioned dinosaur when the Bears dis- 
posed of him five seasons ago. It 
was a label he wore with pride and 
soon demonstrated why. If Renal- 
do Turnbull wanted to walk off the 
field prematurely, as he did with for- 
mer coach Jim Mora, fine—as long 
as he just kept walking. If Lorenzo 
Neal wanted to block for somebody 
else, that was O.K. He wasn’t worth 
the money anyway. If Jim Everett 
wants to keep playing quarterback, 
that’s fine, too. But don’t expect the 
job on a silver platter. 

If draft experts want to 
criticize the selection of guard Chris Nae- 
ole with the No. 10 pick, two rounds before 

his time, according to some teams, 
- fine. Let them argue with 
be Naeole. “I'm pretty sure 
he won't get his feelings 
hurt if I yell at him,” 
Ditka said of Naeole, 
who once challenged 
his Colorado coach, Rick 
Neuheisel, over a mis- 
understanding. 

With coach Ditka, 
the Saints will discov- 
er that every week 

will be like week sev- 

en of last year, when 

Mora blew his stack 
at halftime in a game 
against the Bears. 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Against Pass 
Against Run 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


—~s" 


N 
4 \ Willie Roaf (at left) sets the 
& pace for the New Orleans line. 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Total Defense 306.9 


Points Allowed 21.2 


Playing With Emotion 

No coach is better equipped than Ditka for 
drawing on emotion. Talent is something else, but 
Ditka is a believer first in effort. His Bears of the 
1980s were supremely talented, but they made their 
mark with how hard they played. Ironically, they 
fell short because of a lack of talent and depth at 
quarterback, again a trouble spot for Ditka. 

If quarterback were the only shortcoming on 
this team, fixing it would be a matter of Ditka’s 
will. Bringing in Heath Shuler from the Redskins 
gives him a young and willing athlete with a rep- 
utation for enduring screaming from coaches. 
Drafting Florida’s Danny Wuerffel 
gives Ditka a so-called overachiev- 
er who somehow failed to impress 
many scouts even though he won a 
national championship. They say he 
pushes the ball instead of passing it. 
But his college coach, Steve Spurri- 
er, thinks Wuerffel can get to a Super 
Bowl. So does Ditka, of course. 


262.9 
181.1 
81.8 
14.3 
40.8 
51 
24.3 


Run Support 

The prettiest passer remains 
Everett, and Ditka has nothing 
against good-looking spirals. If the 
veteran gets enough of them in the 
right place at the right time, Ditka 
will stick with him. Besides, no quarterback is 
going to thrive in an offense that can’t run the ball. 

Ditka vowed to run regardless. He then made 
it tough on himself by letting Neal get away. With- 
outa lead blocker, holdover Mario Bates and third- 
rounder Troy Davis aren’t going to get far in coor- 
dinator Danny Abramowicz’s offense. Ray Zellars 
is a former fullback, but look for more change here. 


177A 
129.8 


12 125 
4 67 


Power Line 

Naeole provides power at right guard, and the 
Saints are hoping to re-sign free agent Jim Dom- 
browski to reclaim left guard. Andy McCollum is 
the center. Clarence Jones is the right tackle and 
all-star Willie Roaf is so good at left tackle that the 
Saints had no interest in trying to move up to draft 
Orlando Pace. 

Everett's drop-off in production last year was 
predictable in the wake of losing tight end Wesley 
Walls and wide receiver Quinn Early in free agency. 
Whether the Saints have yet to replace them 
remains to be seen. Acquiring Oaklands Daryl 
Hobbs in their trade of first-round picks will add 
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CAN DITKA DELIVER? 


With the arrival of Coach Mike Ditka, the Saints are 
determined to get things turned around! And there 
is no better way to stay informed than with a sub- | 
scription to Saints Digest. Follow Ditka and the Saints 
every move in 1997 with the publication devoted 
exclusively to bringing you the inside story on the [ys 
Saints. Published weekly during the season and four 
times during the offseason, you get 24 big issues in all! 
Subscribe now and catch all the action! 


Mike Ditka 


FREE GIFT! 


BETTE | Subscribe to Saints Digest before 


Sept. 15, 1997 and you'll receive a 
* Action Photos FREE copy of the official New 

Orleans Saints 1997 Media Guide*. 
e Game Previews Init you'll find: 


¢ Player profiles & photos. 
© Complete individual and team 
records. ¢ Franchise history. 
© Season-by-season reviews. 
© Player stats, team stats & more! 


& Rosters 


e Player Features 
& Much More 


Hurry, supplies are limited! 


r 
10 I 
| __ Ihave enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card). I 
I Check one: ‘Check one: i 
1 11 year (24 issues) - $34.95" 1 enclose payment with order I 
[012 years (48 issues) - $58.95" OVisA OMC AMEX MOIS 1 
1 013 years (72 issues) - $82.95" 1 
J Fla residents add 64% salestax CHINO; 
J OCheck here if renewal Exp. Date _ 1 
J D1Send my subscription fst class mail — I 

Fve enclosed an additional $35 per year. Phone No. __ — 
ii = I 
| pooness —— ae 
1 1 


| cITyistaTeziP _ 
]__ *NOTE: Add $2.00 per year for postage and handing i you wish to receive the Media Guide. «2 
LL __Send!o:_ SAINTS DIGEST « P.O. Box 50677, New Orleans, LA 70150-0677 


NOTE: Caratian & Mexican subscribers please add $6 00 per year & pay in US. funds 
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Street Suits 


Ges FOOTBALL 
TRIVIA 
GAME 


You really know foothall, @ and now you can 
prove it! If you correctly answer these three ques- 
tions, you will be entered into a drawing. The 
prize for the first name drawn is two tickets to the 
WE 1998 Orange Bowl in Miami, Florida. The 
next 50 names drawn will r 
1997 Football 
all correct @ answers, will r 
Topps 1997 Football Cards. We must receive y 


5, 1997. Good luck! We 


eive a box of Topps 


‘ards. All other respondents, with 


eive a pack of 


answers by September 


WIN 


TWO TICKETS TO THE 
1998 ORANGE BOWL 


Who was the most valuable player 
of Super Bowl XXXI? 


Who led the NFL in pass receptions 
during the 1996 season? 


How many regular cards are in the 
Topps 1997 Football Series 1 set? 
Hint: See page 19. 


® your anwsers below and send this coupon t : 
© Smith rts Group Topps T same, 342 Madison © 
= Avenue, New York NY 10017. . 
: 1 2 3 : 
° NAME 5 
2 ADDRESS . 
: CITY STATE ZIP. +3 
5] TELEPHONE ( J : 


the key stats 
The Saints have surrendered the fewest sacks (168) in the 
NFC in the 1990s. Team leaders: (rushing, 584 
yards), (receptions, 50), 
(sacks, 11). completed 57.5 percent of his 
passes for 2,797 yards and 12 touchdowns with 16 inter- 
ceptions. had 44 catches for the ‘96 Raiders. 


speed and could push Michael Haynes. Torrance Small was 
Everett's leading receiver, but he got into the end zone only 
twice. Fourth-round draft pick Keith Poole, another over- 
achiever, joins the mix after starring as Jake Plummer’s favorite 
target at Arizona State. Tight end Irv Smith is a good receiv- 
er when healthy, but he will have to be a blocker first in Dit- 
ka’s offense in order to keep his job. Sixth-round pick Nicky 
Savoie has a chance if he works on his blocking. 


Witnesses for the Defense 

On defense, Ditka also took a chance, by some accounts, 
on end Jared Tomich in the second round. He is considered a 
linebacker type because he is undersized, but Ditka likes his 
motor and figures to start him at end. That would enable Dar- 
ren Mickell to slide to tackle beside all-pro Wayne Martin. 
Joe Johnson will stay at the other end. Second-year man Brady 
Smith will challenge for playing time. 

Turnbull looks like a full-time linebacker and nickel down 
rusher. Winfred Tubbs will have to turn it up a notch in the 
middle. Mark Fields is still learning the other outside spot. 

In the secondary, Ditka drafted another starter in free safe- 
ty Rob Kelly, an accomplished blitzer who figures to con- 
tribute faster than last year’s No. 1 pick, cornerback Alex 
Molden. Eric Allen and Molden will start at the corners if 
Molden can keep his job ahead of little but effective Mark 
McMillian. Anthony Newman looks like the strong safety. 

Punter Klaus Wilmsmeyer and kicker Doug Brien are in 
for a surprise if they think Ditka spares his wrath on kickers. 


Linebacker Winfred Tubbs (at left, below) led the Saints in tackles; 
tackle Wayne Martin (at right, below) led the club in sacks. 


nEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Mike Ditka, Head Coach 
Rick Venturi, Assistant Head Coact/Linebackers; Danny Abramowicz, Offensive Coordinator, 
Zaven Yaralian, Defensive Coordinator; Bobby April, Special Teams; Tom Clemens, Quarterbacks; 
Walt Corey, Defensive Line; Judd Garrett, Offensive Assistant; Harold Jackson, Wide Receivers; 
‘Tom Moore, Running Backs; Dan Neal, Tight Ends/Offensive Assistant; Mike Woicik, Strength 
‘and Conditioning; John Pagano, Defensive Assistant; Willie Shaw, Defensive Backs; 
Dick Stanfel, Offensive Line; Jack Del Rio & Tom Shaw, Assistant Strength and Conditioning 


# QUARTERBACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
17 Everett, Jim 212 1/3/63 11 Purdue 
5 Shuler, Heath 216 12/31/71 3. Tennessee 


# OFFENSIVE LINE BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

‘69 Ackerman, Tom, 9/6/72, Eastern Washington 
62 Gammon, Kendall 10/23/68 5 Pittsburg State 

76 Hills, Keno 6/13/73 ‘Southwestem Louisiana 
74 Jones, Clarence 5/6/68 Maryland 

67 McCollum, Andy 6/6/70 Toledo 

77 Roaf, William 4/18/70 Louisiana Tech 

66 Verstegen, Mike 10/24/71 2 Wisconsin 

63 Willis, Donald 7A5/73 North Carolina A&T 


# RUNNING BACKS P_ COLLEGE 

‘40 Bender, Wes ‘Southern California 
32 Hunter, Eamest SE Oklahoma State 
41 McCrary, Fred Mississippi State 
23 Whittle, Ricky Oregon 

34 Zellars, Ray Notre Dame 


# RECEIVERS COLLEGE 

80 Bames, Johnnie Hampton 

19 Bech, Brett Lousiana State 

87 DeRamus, Lee Wisconsin 

85 Green, Paul Southern California 
18 Guess, Terry Gardner-Webb 

89 Hayes, Mercury Michigan 

81 Haynes, Michael Northern Arizona 
80 Hobbs, Daryl Pacific 

80 Jeffires, Haywood North Carolina State 
86 Johnson, Tony 
88 Lusk, Henry 
83 Small, Torrance 
82 Smith, Irv 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
99 Broughton, Willie 
94 Johnson, Joe 

61 King, Ec 

93 Martin, Wayne 
92 Mickell, Darren 
73 O'Brien, Joe 

75 Palmer, Emile 

91 Smith, Brady 

71 Stokes, Fred 

97 Turnbull, Renaldo 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS 
43 Adams, Vashone 
21 Allen, Eric 

21 Carter, Eric 

37 Cherry, Je’Rod 

23 Duckett, Forey 
28 Hoskins, Derrick 
29 McMiilian, Mark 
25 Molden, Aiex 

30 Newman, Anthony 
41 Strong, William 


# LINEBACKERS 
55 Fields, Mark’ 
BE 53 Sims, William 


# KICKERS 
14 Edge, Shayne 

# FREE AGENTS 
24 Bates, Mario 

10 Brien, Doug 

20 Brown, Derek 

45 Byrd, srael* 

53 Davis, Don* 

56 Dixon, Emest* 

47 Jackson, Greg” 

58 Jones, Brian 

60 Novitsky, Craig* 

13 Nussmeier, Doug 
84 Rhem, Steve" 

95 Robbins, Austin 

54 Tubbs, Winfred 

4 Wilmsmeyer, Klaus* 


8/2/70, 
12/21/70 
09/19/72 
122071 
3/25/73 


7/2168 
8/20/71 
8/24/72 
10/8/66 
9/22/74 
wi73 
12/24/65 
5/23/68 
12/12/64 
215/72 
5/8/72 
9/6/70 
10/13/71 


Alcorn State 
Notre Dame 


p,_ COLLEGE 
Miami (FL) 
Louisville 
‘Auburn 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Boise State 
‘Syracuse 
Colorado State 
Georgia Southern 
West Virginia 


P_ COLLEGE 
Eastern Michigan 
Arizona State 
Knoxville College 
California 
Nevada 
Southern Mississippi 
Alabama 
Oregon 
Oregon 
North Carolina State 


WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
244 11/9/72 2 Washington State 
265 12/30/70 3 Southwestern Louisiana 


WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
174 821711 ‘Florida 


BORN EXP COLLEGE 
W673 Arizona State 
11/24/70 4 California 
4nisi7i Nebraska 
2am Utah State 
12/17/72 2 Kansas 
10/17/71 4 South Carolina 
8/20/66 LsuU 

1/22/68 Texas 

Sian UCLA 
12/11/70 4 Idaho 

197i Minnesota 
nmi North Carolina 
9724/70 Texas 

12/4/67 Louisville 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 


9/9/64 
ThwT2 
12/3/69 
10/26/65 
8/3/70 
11672 
4/5/73 
6/5/73 
34i64 
1/5/66 


9/2/73. 
11/22/65 
1/23/69 
5/30/73 
215/70. 
1114/70 
4/23/70 
8/4/73 
11/21/65 
1am 


1B 6-3 


HT 
S11 


POS HT 


RND PICK NAME 
1 10 Chris Naeole 
33° Rob Kelly 
39 Jared Tomich 
62 Troy Davis 
99 Danny Wuerffel 

116 Keith Poole 

165 Nicky Savoie 


COLLEGE 
Colorado 

Ohio State 
Nebraska 

lowa State 
Florida 

Arizona State 
Louisiana State 


2 
2 
3 
4 
4 
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n the Internet, there’s only one place to go for accurate 
NASCAR racing news. Direct from the source, it’s NASCAR 
Online, NASCAR's Official World Wide Web site. 


NASCAR Online takes you behind the scenes, 24 hours a day. 
You can even tap into NASCAR's actual timing and scoring system during events. You'll get immediate 
results, statistics, and all the latest headline news including MRN 
Radio features. Standings and information on teams, events and 
tracks are accessible with'the click of a button. Plus, with fan polls, 
celebrity chats, merchandise selections, and video clips, 
you can keep up with the world’s fastest moving sport. 


It’s like having your own pit and garage pass for every NASCAR 
race. Set your site on http://www.nascar.com, your official Internet 
link to NASCAR. 


The Official Internet Service Provider of NASCAR. 


oomed from the day quarterback Jeff 
George yelled at coach June Jones on the 
sidelines in the third week last season, the 
Falcons seem far removed from their 1995 playoff 
appearance. The franchise has never had succes- 
sive winning seasons. Hiring the winningest active 
coach, Dan Reeves, isn’t going to mean a quick fix. 


The Falcons 
signed free agent 
Chris Chandler. 


Reeves is a Georgia native hired to help the 
Smith family fill the Georgia Dome. This is a 
new challenge for Reeves, who always worked 
in front of packed houses in Dallas, Denver, 
and New York, In Atlanta, the 
most excitement on the hori- 
zon looks to be Week 3, Sep- 
tember 14, against the Oak- 
land Raiders, when fans may 
be curious enough to show 
up and boo the return of 
George, the defeated villain. 
There doesn’t appear to be 
much else to cheer for. The Falcons 
are essentially a team of has-beens 
and rejects struggling for respectabil- 
ity. You can picture Reeves starting 
from square one, as in the old Vince 
Lombardi story: “Gentlemen, this 
is a football.” 


f The Falcons are needy almost everywhere 

> they look. Reeves has called plays and run the 

Jamal Anderson offense wherever he has coached, but the Giants 

(below) averaged fell from 17th to 30th last year, not a good recom- 

45 yards per mendation. He is going to revamp the offense, 
carry for Atlanta, dumping the run-and-shoot. 


‘The Falcons, struggling for respectability, 
are needy almost everywhere they look. 


The defense is awful, 29th in yardage allowed 
and last in yielding points. It gave up 26 touch- 
down passes and had just six interceptions, so sign- 
ing Colts’ free-agent cornerback Ray Buchanan 
was the first order of business. Since adding one 
cornerback wasn’t enough, Reeves used his first 
draft choice for Nebraska’s Michael Booker, 
Because the Falcons are notoriously weak up 
front, Reeves used his second draft choice to take 
Indiana defensive tackle Nathan Davis, who might 
play as a 300-pounder, which would be a Falcon 
first, But Reeves had to address the offense with his 
next two picks because he is going to 
a more conventional set. He took 
running back Byron Hanspard, even 
though Jamal Anderson is his best 
player. He took tight end O.J. Santi- 
ago because the run-and-shoot did 
not have any tight ends. He had 
signed blocking tight end Ed West as 
a free agent, but one isn’t enough. 


Replacing George is Chris Chan- 
dler. Playing for his sixth NFL team 
in nine seasons, Chandler enjoyed 
his best success in his last stop, Hous 

ton, but lost his job to the Oile 
quarterback of the future, Steve McNair. 

The Falcons have decent receivers in Terance 
Mathis, Bert Emanuel, and J.J. Birden, with free 
agent Eric Metcalf as an all-purpose threat, if he 
sticks around. But all of them must unlearn the dis- 
tinctive patterns of the run-and-shoot and relearn 
conventional football. 

The Falcons lost fullback Craig Heyward and 
added Carolina’s Bobby Christian. How Ander- 
son and Hanspard will share space is undeter- 
mined. Anderson rushed for 1,055 yards and 
caught 49 passes for 473 yards. He looks like he 
can play in any system and is the perfect corner- 
stone around which Reeves can build 

Hiring Art Shell to mold his offensive line was 
one of Reeves’s best moves. It is one area where 
the Falcons have size, strength, and experience. 
Right tackle Antone Davis shows signs of realiz- 
ing the potential the Eagles saw when they draft- 
ed him No. 1. Left tackle Bob Whitfield is more 
than solid. Robbie Tobeck is the left guard and 
Gene Williams will compete for right guard. Vet- 
eran Roman Fortin is the center. 
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the key stats 
Team leaders: (scoring, 97 points), 
(receptions, 75), (rushing 1,055 
yards). The Falcons were last in the NFC in turnover dif- 
ferential (-18). They were intercepted 30 times, tops in the 
NFL. completed 57.7 percent of his pass- 
es for 2,099 yards and 16 touchdowns with Houston. 


The defense is now in the hands of Rich Brooks, head 
coach the last two years of the Rams, where the defense fell 
from 12th to 26th in the NFL. The Falcons are small and weak 
For eight straight weeks last year, they started different cor- 
nerbacks. Although the problems couldn't have been entire- 
ly the fault of the corners, the Falcons did have 36 sacks, one 
fewer than the Packers. If good coverage starts with pressure 


Terance Mathis (at left) and Bert 
Emanuel (above) combined for 144 
catches for 1,695 yards and 13 

wa) touchdowns for the Falcons in ‘96. 


up front, the defensive backs appeared to have a good start 
The Falcons hired former Detroit and Kansas City safety 
William White with the hope that he can man strong, safety. 
That would allow Devin Bush to play free safety. Adding rook- 
ies Marcus Wimberly and Chris Bayne in the draft under 
scores the need for competition throughout the secondary. 


At linebacker, Jessie Tuggle is a stalwart in the middle, 
where he has led the club in tackles for eight straight years. 
Former Buffalo Bill Cornelius Bennett starts his 11th year, and 
Brooks hopes he still has the legs and enthusiasm to be a major 
factor. The other spot is up for grabs, with Ron George get- 
ting. a challenge from Lorenzo Styles. Fourth-rounder Henri 
Crockett of Florida State will challenge for playing time 
Davis has a starting job waiting for him up front. Right 
end Chuck Smith led the team in quarterback pressures. Tack- 
le Travis Hall is coming off a promising second season in 
which he finished second in tackles and sacks. Left end Lester 
Archambeau and tackle Dan Owens are the other starters. 
‘There are good kickers in Morten Andersen and punter 
Dan Stryzinski. Metcalf is one of the game’s most dangerous 
return men, and Elbert Shelley is a Pro Bowl cover man. 
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Dan Reeves, Executive VP of Football Operations/Head Coach 
Rich Brooks, Assistant Head Coacly/Defensive Coordinator. Harold Richardson, Assistant 
Head Coach/Football Operations. George Sefcik, Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs, 
Don Blackmon, Linebiackers, James Daniel, Tight Ends, Jack Burns, Quarterbacks, 

Joe DeCamillis, Special Teams, Tim Jorgensen, Assistant Strength and Conditioning 
Bill Kollar, Defensive Line, Pete Mangurian, Offensive Quality Control, Ron Meeks, Secondary: 
AAI Miller, Strength and Conditioning, Art Shell, Offensive Line: Warren Simmons, Wide Receivers 


12 Chandler, Chris, QB 6-4 225 10/12/65 9 Washington 

11 Tolliver, Billy Joe © QB 6-1 218 2/7/66 8B Texas Tech 

73 Brooks, Ethan T 6-6 290 4/27/72 1 Williams 

76 Davis, Antone T 6-4 330 2/28/67 6 Tennessee 

65 Fortin, Roman C 6-5 297 2/26/67 6 San Diego State 
68 Loneker, Keith G 6-3 325 6/21/71 4 Kansas 

55 Miller, Nate T 63 310 10/8/71 2 Louisiana State 
64 Pahukoa, Jeff G 6-2 298 2/9/69 6 Washington 

61 Tobeck, Robbie C 6-4 295 3/6/70 3 Washington State 
70 Whitfield, Bob T 65 310 10/18/71 5 Stanford 

69 Williams, Gene G 6-2 306 10/14/68 6 lowa State 

77 Willig, Matt T 6-8 317 1/21/69 4 Southern California 
32 Anderson, Jamal = RB 5-10 234 9/30/72 3 Utah 

44 Christian, Bob RB 5-11 230 11/14/68 5 Northwestern 

45 Downs, Gary RB 6-1 212 6/6/72 3 North Carolina State 
33 Huntley, Richard RB 5-11 224 9/18/72 1 Winston-Salem State 
36 Lester, Fred RB 6-1 244 8/1/71 3 Alabama A&M. 


80 Brown, Tyrone WR 5-11 168 1/3/73 2° Toledo 

81 Kinchen, Todd WR 5-11 187 1/7/69 5 Louisiana State 
85 Kozlowski, Brian TE «6-3. 255. 10/4/70 3. Connecticut 

81 Mathis, Terance WR 5-10 180 6/7/67 7 New Mexico 

85 Preston, Rooll WR 5-10 185 6/23/72 2 Mississippi 

84 Scott, Freddie WR 5-10 189 8/26/74 1 Penn State 

83 West, Ed TE 6-1 250 8/2/61 13 Auburn 

92 Archambeau, Lester DE 6-5 275 6/27/67 7 Stanford 

75 Brown, Shannon DT 6-5 290 5/23/72 1 Alabama 

91 Burrough, John OT 6-5 275 5/17/72 2 Wyoming 

98 Hall, Travis DT 6-5 287 8/3/72 2 Brigham Young 
95 Keeney, Brad DT 63 294 11/20/73 1 The Citadel 

96 Kelly, Todd DE 6-2 259 11/27/70 4 Tennessee 

93 Owens, Da NT 6-3 280 3/16/67 7 Southern California 
90 Smith, DE 6-2 262 12/21/69 5 Tennessee 

42 Boyd, Sean S 6-2 206 12/19/72 1 North Carolina 

23 Bradford,Ronnie CB. 5-10 188 10/1/70 4 Colorado 

34 Buchanan, Ray S$ 59 195 9/29/71 4 Louisville 

25 Bush, Devin S 5-11 210 7/3/73 2 Florida State 

46 Denton, Tim CB 5-11 180 2/2/73 1 Sam Houston State 
26 Phillips, Anthony CB 6-2 209 10/5/70 3 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
35 White, William $ 5-10 205 2/19/66 9 Ohio State 


97 Bennett, Cornelius — LB 238 8/25/65 10 Alabama 


6-2 0 
52 Davis, Paschall LB 6-2 225 7/5/69 2 Texas ARM-Kingsville 
56 Fields, Scott LB 6-2 220 4/22/73 1 Southern California 
55 Fountaine, Jamal © LB. «6-3 250 1/29/71 2 Washington 
54 Hamilton, Ruffin LB 6-1 238 3/2/71 3 Tulane. 
52 Saver, Craig LB 6-1 232 12/13/72 1 Minnesota 
59 Styles, Lorenzo LB 6-1 245 1/31/74 2 Ohio State 
58 Tugale, Jessie LB 5-11 230 2/14/65 10 Valdosta State 
5 Andersen, Morten K-62 225 08/19/60 15 Michigan State 
4 Stryzinski, Dan P 62 200 5/15/65 7 Indiana 
89 Birden, JJ." WR 5-9 170 6/16/65 9 Oregon 
87 Emanuel, Bert WR 5-10 180 10/26/70 4 Rice 
67 Gardner, Moe* DT 6-2 265 8/10/68 7 Illinois 
50 George, Ron* LB 6-2 242 3/20/70 5 Stanford 
3 Hebert, Bobby* 08 6-4 215 8/19/60 12 NWLouisiana 
57 Matthews, Clay" LB 6-2 245 3/15/56 20 Southern California 
28 McGill, Lenny* CB 6-1 198 5/31/71 4 Arizona State 
21 Metcalf, Eric” WR 5-10 188 1/23/68 9 Texas 
7 Nagle, Browning’ QB 6-3 220 4/29/68 7 Louisville 
38 Odomes, Nate* CB 5-10 188 8/25/65 11 Wisconsin 
29 Riddick, Louis* S 62 215 3/15/69 6 Pittsburgh 
37 Shelley, Elbert* DB 5-11 190 12/24/64 11. Arkansas 
* Unrestricted Free Agent 
RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 


Predicted order 
of finish 


RFC ERST 


The Patriots should repeat in the AFC East, 
but they will miss Bill Parcells in the playoffs. 


he trauma of switching coaches, from the 

overpowering Bill Parcells to the young 

Pete Carroll, might have overwhelmed the 
New England Patriots in the past, but this isn’t a 
normal season for the AFC East. The rest of the 
division is crumbling, rebuilding, or attempting to 
cope with internal chaos. Consequently, the loss of 
Parcells hasn't been as damaging to the Patriots as 
it could have been. They will miss him most, how- 
ever, at playoff time. 


New England Patriots 
To hear quarterback Drew Bledsoe tell it, not 
having Parcells around to nag him and his team- 
mates will be a relief. That could be true. The Patri- 
ots are still a young team which should improve 
merely with experience. Bledsoe has some impres- 
sive firepower at his command, especially in wide 
receivers Terry Glenn and Shawn Jefferson, tight 
end Ben Coates, and running, back Curtis Martin. 
The defense went a long way on enthu- 
siasm in the playoffs, and now, end Willie 
McGinest, linebackers Chris Slade and 
‘Ted Johnson, and cornerback Ty Law are 
ready to blossom. 


Miami Dolphins 

Only the presence of Dan Mari- 
no, in the midnight hour of his 
career, allows Miami to be spo- 
ken of in the present rather than 
the future tense. In his second 
year on the job, coach Jimmy 
Johnson has tempered his opti- 
mistic prophecies. He is looking, 
ahead, to 1998 and beyond. That 
timetable may not mesh with 
the amount of productive time 
Marino has left. 

Miami's progress largely 
depends upon the success of 
Johnson's drafts. Nine rookies 
came through for him last year, and he 
needs about that many more this fall. 
Miami is at least a year away from 
being a major player in free agency. 


Jim Kelly retired, Thur- 
man Thomas has begun to a 
creak, and the Buffalo £ 
offense is in turmoil. 


Ed 


i MN 


Marv Levy brought in Dan Henning, a former head 
coach in Atlanta and San Diego, as offensive coor- 
dinator to clean it up. Henning will decide whether } 
Todd Collins or ex-Raider Billy Joe Hobert will be 
Kelly’s successor. 

If Henning succeeds immediately, Buffalo 
could be a wild card. Their defense, still among the 
strongest in the league with Bruce Smith, Chris 
Spielman, and Bryce Paup, and their special teams 
give the Bills some cards to play. 


Indianapolis Colts 

Indianapolis has suffered too many free-agent 
losses to remain a serious contender. There have 
been numerous changes in the offensive line, so 
the Colts haven’t been able to protect their prima- 
ry assets: gritty quarterback Jim Harbaugh and oft- 
injured running back Marshall Faulk. The team 

rushing fell off by 25 yards per game in ‘96. 
The Colts have shown a remarkable resiliency 
in picking themselves up, though. Coach 
Lindy Infante figures his team can’t possi- 
bly suffer as many injuries this season. 
Only four players started every game a 
year ago. In all, 41 regulars were used, 

including 22 on defense. 


New York Jets 
Keyshawn Johnson's ven- 
omous account of his rookie 
year threatened to blow a 
hole in team unity. Parcells, 
however, will restore order, 
and the Jets might win as 
many as six games this year 
on superior coaching alone. 
There 
in pass rusher Hugh Dou- 
glas, running back Adrian 
Murrell, and cornerback 
Aaron Glenn, but the Jets 
don’t know the first thing 
about winning. Parcells wasn’t 
enthusiastic about inheriting 
overpriced quarterback Neil 
O'Donnell in the first place, 
and after Johnson trashed 
| O'Donnell, the job of turning 
around the Jets became all the 
more difficult. 


Super quarterback Drew Bledsoe. 
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Linebacker Chris 
Slade (below) had 
a strong finish 
for the Patriots. 
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On the offensive 
(below, left to 
right): Patriots 
Terry Glenn, 
Drew Bledsoe, 
and Ben Coates. 


The Patriots’ offense features some young 
stars who play at their best in the clutch. 


f you were a movie producer filming a remake 
of The Godfather, would you recast the role of 
Don Corleone with Woody Harrelson? In 

effect, that’s what the Patriots did with their head- 

coaching job. 

Last Thanksgiving, the Patriots weren’t even 
along shot for the Super Bowl. Then Buffalo began 
its tailspin and Bill Parcells whipped New England 
into first place in the AFC East. By the time the Pats 
reached the playoffs, their confidence was soaring. 


Parcells has taken his act to the New York 
Jets and the Patriots are in the 
hands of former Jets coach Pete 
Carroll. The suspicion here is 
that Carroll was hired because 
team owner Bob Kraft, after 
wrestling with Parcells for 
more than a year, was looking 
for someone he could control. 
The Patriots won the divi- 
sion with a finishing kick that 
did not test them beyond their 
limits. They beat the Colts, Charg- 
ers, Jets, and Giants while losing 
only to the Cowboys to close out the 
regular season. They won in the 
playoffs with strong defense. Prepa- 
ration and coaching were also large factors in get- 
ting them to the Super Bowl. 


The offense features young stars who play at 
their best in the clutch. Quarterback Drew Bled- 
soe made a “good riddance” statement about Par- 
cells after the coach’s departure, but Bledsoe 
remains an unpolished gem. He threw for 27 touch- 
downs and 4,086 yards, but he doesn’t protect the 
ball well enough. He needed Parcells’s nagging. 
Terry Glenn is the reluctant legacy of Parcells, 


who didn’t want to draft him. But the Patriots 
wouldn’t have made it to the Super Bow! without 
Glenn’s 90 receptions, a rookie record. Tight end 
Ben Coates’s 62 catches and 682 yards were his 
lowest numbers in three seasons, but he had a 
career-best nine touchdowns. Shawn Jefferson had 
four receptions for 91 yards in the AFC title game. 
Vincent Brisby, the Pats’ leading receiver in 1995, 
could resurface. 


Curtis Martin scored more rushing touch- 
downs (14) than anyone in the AFC and finished 
with 1,152 yards. Tough-guy full- 
back Sam Gash returns. At 34, Kei- 
th Byars can’t be expected to come 
up as big as he did in the postsea- 
son. Dave Meggett still explodes as 
a punt returner, which sent him to 
the Pro Bowl, but not as a third- 
down back. He also fumbled seven 
times, too much for a part-timer. 
Left tackle Bruce Armstrong 
was especially valuable down the 
stretch and went to the Pro Bowl, 
but the Packers’ Reggie White made 
right tackle Max Lane ineffective in 
the Super Bowl, so a change is like- 
ly. Ex-Lion Zefross Moss may be the 
man. Lane moves to left guard, with Todd Rucci 
at right guard. Center Dave Wohlabaugh, a starter 
since his rookie year in 1995, is learning to deal 
with inside linebackers. 


The Patriots allowed 22 points or more in nine 
games, yet they were a different, stingier bunch in 
the last five weeks of the regular season and in the 
AFC playoffs. It may be a matter of chemistry, with 
more good play to come. Willie McGinest, who 
bounced around from linebacker to end, finally set- 
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the key stats 
had the lowest interception percentage (2.4) 
in the AFC and the most pass attempts (623) and com- 
pletions (373) in the league. Once inside the opponents’ 
20-yard line, the Pats scored an NFL-high 303 points. 
was third in the league with 91 first downs. 
had the most punt-return yards (588) in the AFC. 


Curtis Martin (above) gave New England a rush with 14 TDs. 


tled in at right end. Tackles Mark Wheeler and Pio Sagapo- 
lutele, signed as free agents, throttled opposing running 
games. Left end Ferric Collons, with his fifth team in three 
years, suddenly became a tough interior pass rusher. The Pats 
had to match Philly’s offer sheet to keep him. Texas A&M 
defensive tackle Brandon Mitchell has promise. 


Blitzing linebacker Chris Slade roared toward the end of 
the season, finishing second to McGinest in sacks. Middle line- 
backer Ted Johnson is a coming star, a run killer who may 
have an expanded role under Carroll. Parcells took him off 
the field in passing situations, preferring to use seven defen- 
sive backs. Linebacker is well-protected with Todd Collins, 
free agent James Williams, Dwayne Saab, and pass-rush 
demon Tedy Bruschi. 

‘After Otis Smith was burned by Green Bay in the Super 
Bowl, something had to be done at right corner. The Patriots 
signed Steve Israel and drafted Kansas State cornerback Chris 
Canty in the first round. Left corner Ty Law is the best deep 
back. Strong safety Lawyer Milloy was a factor in the 
improved defense against the run. Free safety Willie Clay 
made the big interception in the AFC championship game vic- 
tory over Jacksonville. Texas safety Chris Carter should help. 
In the final seven regular-season games, the Pats had 12 inter- 
ceptions and allowed just five touchdown passes. 


New England forced more punts than any AFC team and 
limited kickoff returns to just past the 24-yard line, tied for 
best in the AFC. The Pats’ own average drive began on the 30, 
tops in the conference. Adam Vinatieri made nine of his last 
10 field goals. Punter Tom Tupa made a major improvement. 


Pete Carroll, Head Coach 
Larry Kennan, Offensive Coordinator; Steve Sidwell, Defensive Coordinator, 

Paul Boudreau, Offensive Line; Jeff Davidson, Tight Ends; Ray Hamilton, Defensive Line; 
Ron Lynn, Secondary; Johnny Parker, Strenath and Conditioning; Andre Patterson, 
Defensive Assistant; Bo Pellini, Linebackers; Dante Scamecchia, Special Teams; Carl Smith, 
Quarterbacks; Steve Walters, Wide Receivers; Kirby Wilson, Running Backs 


11 Bledsoe, Drew QB 6-5 233 2/14/72 4 Washington State 
16 Zolak, Scott 235 12/13/67 5 Maryland 


78 Armstrong, Bruce 4 295 9/7/65 10 Louisville 
70 Conrad, JR. 300 2/2/74 1 Oklahoma 
67 Gisler, Mike 300 8/26/69 4 Houston 
63 Irwin, Heath 300 6/27/73 1 Colorado 
71 Moss, Zefross 6 324 8/17/66 8 Alabama State 
71 Rucci, Todd 291 7/14/70 4 Penn State 

64 Wohlabaugh, Dave 292 4/13/72 2 Syracuse 


46 Barber, Kantroy 243 10/4/73 
41 Byars, Keith 255 10/14/63 1 
33 Gash, Sam 235 3/7/69 
34 Grant, Rupert 233 11/5/73 
35 Grier, Marrio 225. 12/5/71 
28 Martin, Curtis, 11 203. 5/1/73 
22 Meggett, David 7 195 4/30/66 


West Virginia 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Howard 
UT-Chattanooga 
Pittsburgh 
Towson State 


'86 Bartrum, Mike 
82 Brisby, Vincent 
80 Brown, Troy 
87 Coates, Ben 
88 Glenn, Terry 

81 Graham, Hason 
84 Jefferson, Shawn 
83 Jells, Dietrich 
15 Lucas, Ray 

48 Purnell, Lovett 
89 Ryans, Larry 


245 6/23/70 
188. 1/25/71 
190 7/2/71 
245 8/16/69 
184 7/23/74 
176 3/21/71 
180 2/22/69 
186 4/11/72 
201 8/6/72 
250 4/7/72 
182 7/28/71 


Marshall 

Northeast Louisiana 
Marshall 
Livingstone College 
Ohio State 

Georgia 

Central Florida 
Pittsburgh 

Rutgers 

West Virginia 
Clemson 


goeragaeaga 


California 
Washington State 
Northeastern 

North Carolina State 
Southern California 
San Diego State 
Boston College 
Texas A&M 
Kentucky State 


92 Collons, Ferric 
90 Eaton, Chad 

92 Heinrich-Taves, Josh 
96 Jones, Mike 

55 McGinest, Willie 

75 Sagapolutele, Pio 
74 Sullivan, Chris 

97 Wheeler, Mark 

72 Wyman, Devin 


285. 12/4/69 
292 4/4/72 
260 5/13/72 
280 8/25/69, 
255 12/11/71 
297 11/28/69 
279 3/14/73 

4/70 

8/29/73 
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4/25/70 
9/5/70 
1/9/71 
316/69 
2nor7a 
5/6/64 
114/73 
6/23/72 


30 Brown, Corwin 
32 Clay, Willie 

31 Hitchcock, Jimmy 
31 Israel, Steve 

24 Law, Ty 

27 McGruder, Michael 
36 Milloy, Lawyer 

25 Whigham, Larry 


Michigan 

Georgia Tech 

North Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan 

Kent State 
Washington 
Northeast Louisiana 


S“Sirtss 


Be 


‘50 Abrams, Bobby 
93 Brown, Monty 
54 Bruschi, Tedy 
59 Collins, Todd 

52 Johnson, Ted 
53 Slade, Chris 

40 Williams, James 


4N2167 
4/13/70 
6/9/73 
5/27/70 
12/4/72. 
1130/71 
10/10/68 


Michigan 
Ferris State 
Arizona 
Carson-Newman 
Colorado 
Virginia 
Mississippi State 


19 Tupa, Tom 
4 Vinatieri, Adam 


2/6/66 
12/28/72 


Ohio State 
South Dakota State 


85 Burke, John 

68 Lane, Max 

43 Lewis, Vernon* 
58 Moore, Marty 

23 Ray, Terry* 

21 Reynolds, Ricky* 
62 Richards, David 
76 Roberts, William* 
95 Sabb, Dwayne* 
45 Smith, Otis* 


97/71 
2/22/71 
10/27/70 4 Pittsburgh 
3nigirt Kentucky 


3. Virginia Tech 
3 
4 
3 
10/12/69 5 Oklahoma 
0 
9 
3 
5 


Navy 


1/19/65 Washington State 
411/66 UCLA 
8/5/62 Ohio State 
10/9/69, New Hampshire 
10/22/65 7 Missouri 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 
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The Dolphins are an overachieving bunch 
led by a future Hall of Fame quarterback. 


f Don Shula had staggered to an 8-8 record 

and missed the playoffs, as Jimmy Johnson 

did in his first year with the Dolphins, the 
Miami fans would have cried for the head of the 
legendary coach. But they’re still spreading palm 
fronds in Johnson’s path because he changed the 
subject in Miami, as well as the attitude. 


Quarterback 
Dan Marino 
(below) hopes 
toleada 
young Miami 
team back to 
the playoffs. 
It took a finishing kick with victories over 
« \ slumping Buffalo and the inept Jets to push the 
é = Dolphins to .500, but Johnson did it with nine 
= rookies on his roster, delivering on his promise 
Gs < to build with the draft and 
SD — with young veterans who 
, agree to do it his way. 
Gone are the brash pro- 
“ nouncements about “We're the 
team to beat.” Johnson says 
he needs a few more 
= good drafts. He is one 
< of those rare coaches 
who also has a gifted eye for talent. 
In the third round of last year’s draft 
he chose a running back, Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar, who became Mia- 
mi’s first 1,000-yard runner since 
1978. In the fifth round came 
Zach Thomas, an undersized 
middle linebacker who has a nose for the ball. 
At least two ‘97 rookies should help imme- 
diately. Cornerback Sam Madison of Louisville will 
play somewhere and defensive end Jason Taylor 
of Akron, gifted enough athletically to have played 
college basketball, may be Johnson’s new Charles 
Haley. The first-round pick, Miami wide receiver 
Yatil Green, like most of Johnson’s choices, has 
speed and big-play potential. Still, he may drive 
Dan Marino crazy before he becomes polished. 


Johnson is a long way from where he wants to 
be with the Dolphins. Right now they are an over- 
achieving bunch of enthusiasts led by a future Hall 
of Fame quarterback. Marino is 36. He got hurt 
again, suffering a fractured ankle that caused him 
to miss three games. He had the third-highest rat- 
ing in the conference (87.8), but there were seven 
AFC quarterbacks who passed for more than his 
17 touchdowns. This is no longer Marino's aerial 
show. He cooperated with Johnson in the coach’s 
new way of doing things. There was no more aban- 


donment of the running game. No more trying to 
win games all by himself. Marino even did some 
running in training camp. 

Johnson acquired Craig Erickson as an insur- 
ance policy for Marino. It was Erickson who quar- 
terbacked the first victory over Buffalo, a water- 
shed game in the Johnson era. The Dolphins swept 
the Bills, a team which had dominated them for a 
decade, especially in late-season games. In fact Mia- 
mi had a 6-2 record in the AFC East, a division that 
produced three playoff teams. 

“1 learned that if you’re going to have success 
in this league, you're going to have to have success 

in your division,” says Johnson. 
“Our record matched New Eng- 
land’s and was better than anyone 
else’s.” Dominating the AFC East 
would help even more this season 
since the Dolphins’ out-of-division 
schedule includes only one oppo- 
nent which made the playoffs: Super 
Bowl champion Green Bay. 


Johnson swept away a lot of 
high-priced talent in remaking his 
squad, but what remained was an 
inexperienced team that did not beat 
itself very often. The Dolphins were 

+12 in turnovers, the first time they have been on 
the plus side since 1984. The free-agent market was 
explored gingerly, since Miami is weighted down 
with salary-cap commitments to departed players. 

Stanley Pritchett turned out to be the Dallas- 
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Marino owns 


Enhanced with gold band and 
authentic Miami Dolphins’ 
team logo 


Nobody can slice and dice a pass defense like 
| Dan Marino. It seems that every time he fires 
th I, records fall. In his thirteen years as 
} Field General for the Miami Dolphins, he’s set 

ity-five NFL™ passing records including 
| jost TDs—352—and most yards—48,841. 

Now the excitement of this NFL record- 
breaker can be yours. Captured forever on 
fine porcelain, Marino is icy cool in the 
pocket as he fires another game-winning TD. 

“Dan Marino” is 8% inches in diameter with 
a gold border, gold facsimile autograph and 
is backed by the Bradford Exchange 365-day 
guarantee of a full refund. Plus, at $29.95, 
this is one outstanding art value. 

“Dan Marino a hand-numbered limited 
edition, so order today. Send no money now. 
Just complete and mail the coupon! 
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Jimmy Johnson, Head Coach 
the key stats Gary Stevens, Offensive Coordinator, George Hil, Defensive Coordnator/Linebackers; 

* sherk 2 Lamy Beighto, sistant Head CoactVOfensve Line; Kippy Brown, Running Backs; Joe Coli, 

The Dolphins were first in the NFL in touchdown per- © defensive Asssiant; ohn Gamble, Strength and Conditioning; Cary Godette, Defensive Line; 


insi Pat Jones, Tight Ends; Les Koenning, Offensive Assistant; Bill Lewis, Defensive Nickel Package; 

centage (G2) inside the red zone. 2 had the low- & rch score Asstt Otense Le; Mel Philips, Deense Sacks Brad Ro, Assia 
est interception percentage (2.4) in the AFC last season. ‘Strength and Conditioning; Larry Seiple, Wide Receivers; Mike Westhoff, Special Teams 
had a league-high 4 fumble recoveries. 

led the NFL in punting with a 46.3-yard average. 


was the Dolphins' leading scorer (89 points). 


7 Erickson, Craig QB 6-2 209 5/17/69 5 Miami 
13 Marino, Dan QB 6-4 224 9/15/61 14 Pittsburgh 


60 Bock, John 
77 Brothen, Kevin 
76 Brown, James 
77 Buckey, Jeff 

63 Dixon, Cal 

62 Eimore, John 
62 Gray, Chris 

66 Mclver, Everette 
61 Ruddy, Tim 

71 Sheldon, Mike 
69 Sims, Keith 

78 Webb, Richmond 
60 Weidner, Bert 


295 2/1/71 2 Indiana State 

293 11/16/69 3 Vanderbilt 

329 1/3/70 4 Virginia State 
7741 Stanford 

302 10/11/69 5 Florida 
3/2731 Texas 
06/19/70 4 Auburn 
8/5/70 Elizabeth City State 
ler Notre Dame 
6/8/73 Grand Valley State 
6/17/67 lowa State 
qVAN/67 Texas A&M 
1/20/66 Kent State 
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‘33 Abdul-Jabbar, Karim: 
28 Bennett, Brandon 
48 McClinton, Lee 

32 McPhail, Jerris 

30 Parmalee, Bernie 
36 Pritchett, Stanley 
40 Spikes, Irving 

49 Wilson, Robert 


6/28/74 
2/3/73 
e272 
6/26/72 
9/16/67 
12/22/73 
12/21/70 
113/69 


UCLA 

South Carolina 
New Hampshire 
East Carolina 

Ball State 

South Carolina 
Northeast Louisiana 
Texas A&M 
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80 Barnett, Fred 
The Dolphins came up with two solid © 88 Dawsey, Lawrence 
rookie starters in running back Karim | °* aH 
Abdul-Jabbar (at left) and middle 88 Jordan, Charles 
linebacker Zach Thomas (above). vil McDuffie, 0.J, 

16 Reeves, Walter 
85 Thomas, Lamar 
82 Wainright, Frank 
18 Williams, Tyrone 


6/17/66 
3nerri 
3/27/72, 
11/16/67 
6/29/70 
1723/71 
10/9/69 
12/2/69 
12/16/65 
2n2r70 
10/10/67 
3/26/70 


‘Arkansas State 
Washington State 
‘Syracuse 

Florida State 
Penn State 
Florida 

Long Beach City 
Penn State 
‘Auburn 

Miami 

Northern Colorado 
Western Ontario 
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type fullback Johnson was seeking. He did yeoman blocking for 
fellow rookie Abdul-Jabbar and caught 33 passes. The Dolphins =a sUaTa 


need a better year from the left side of their line: veteran tackle Cs acy ale 

Richmond Webb and guard Keith Sims. There were times when} 9} Cross, Jeff 

they rested on their reputations. Tim Ruddy is settled comfort- a eanecoay! 

ably as the center. Look for Jeff Buckey to duel Chris Gray for § 78 Jackson, Larry 

right guard or maybe James Brown for right tackle. 7 sone toe 
Fred Barnett, the ex-Eagle, came back from an injury to 


average 15.6 yards on his 36 catches. O.J. McDuffie had a § 27 Buckley, Terrell 
e e * 41 Davis, Cedric 
career year with 74 receptions, Tight end Troy Drayton will 30 Haris, corey 
e i ecame in mid- & 31 Hill, Sean 
be a Dolphin from the start. He came from St. Louis in mid: 47 Holmes, Clayton 
season and caught a total of 28 passes. 38 Jackson, Calvin 
30 Teague, George 
24 Wilson, Jerry 
22 Wooden, Shawn 


10/5/65 
273 
118/74 
3/25/66 
2/25/73 
g/ar72 
10/7/71 
113/65 
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Florida 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Missouri 
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ssiss 
Texas Al 
Miami 
North Carolina 
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Florida State 
Tennessee State 
Vanderbilt 
‘Montana State 
Carson-Newman 
Auburn 
Alabama 
Southern 

Notre Dame 
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___Justas he did in Dallas, Johnson plays waves of defensive | EMUEIG ORM EXE COL 
linemen. Dealing with fresh tackles like Tim Bowens, Daryl & 51 Harris, anthony 5 asr73 Auburn : 

S. 5 ine- 50 Hollier, Dwight x 4/21/69 lor wrolina 
Gardener, and Shane Burton takes a toll on opposing, line 33 Izzo, La ts 9/26/74 Rice 
men. Left end Trace Armstrong knew he was in jeopardy last 54 Thomas, Zach 3 9/1/73 Texas Tech 
season and responded with a dozen sacks. Re-signing right T BORN fOUECE 
end Daniel Stubbs, who had nine sacks, was a priority. Neinecwen ios es Tara ti Sain Soe 

There should be three new starters in the secondary, with 
ex-Cowboy left cornerback Clayton Holmes joining safeties 89 Hill, Randal WR 5:10 180° 921/60 
8 


fi x 25 Oliver, Louis* 224 3/9/66 
George Teague and Corey Harris. The sole returnee will be § 35 Stewart, Michael" 2027/12/65 Fresno State 


Terrell Buckley, who played much better as a Dolphin than eiseeaiaa Tas aoe 

he did as a Packer. The most worrisome area is linebacker, 

where only Thomas has a long-term future. Anthony Harris Paup pick NAME ‘COLLEGE 
is the weakside linebacker for now. Same with Dwight Hol- 

lier on the strong side. 


John Kidd (46.3-yard average) led the league in punting. 
Joe Nedney’s strong kickoffs did not compensate for the worst 
field-goal percentage in the NFL (.621 on 18 for 29). 
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Linebacker 
Bryce Paup 
(at top, above) 
and end Bruce 
Smith (bottom) 
are big-play 
performers. 


The collapse of the Bills’ offense wore down 
their defense, which now carries the team. 


uffalo’s Marv Levy, at age 72, is the dean 

of NFL coaches. Levy hasn’t changed, but 

the Bills have. After the end of last sea- 
son, long-time quarterback Jim Kelly retired. So 
did Kent Hull, the veteran center who was the 
leader in the dressing room. Thurman Thomas, 
the esteemed running back, has a new role. 


The Bills’ offense is in a mess. For the first time 

in the Levy era, there will be a quarterback derby 
to determine who the starter will be. In one corner 
is the quiet, soft-spoken Todd Collins. In the oth- 
er is the wisecracking, last-to-leave- 
the-party Billy Joe Hobert, the ex- 
Raider. Buffalo beat Dallas and 
Indianapolis with Collins at quar- 
terback last year after Kelly was 
hurt, but Collins was under tight 
control in both games, Overall, he 
completed over 55 percent of his 
passes for 739 yards. 

But the Bills have lusted after 
Hobert since he came out of the Uni- 
versity of Washington, where he 
shared the quarterback job with 
Jacksonville's Mark Brunell, in 1993. 

The Bills like Hobert’s size, attitude, 
and strong arm. As a kid Raider, he 
got off on the wrong foot, angering teammate 
Howie Long during practice by intentionally draw- 


helmet. He never did get untracked, losing, 

all five of the games he started. His stats last 

season were comparable to Collins's: over 

54 percent completion rate for 667 yards. 
Whoever wins the quarter- 

back job will have some formi- 

dable receivers. Andre Reed 

made an impressive come- 

back from an injury and had 

66 catches for 1,036 yards. 

Quinn Early had the longest 

reception in the league a 

year ago (95 yards), and ian a 

almost half of his 50 catches 

came on third down. One of 

Levy’s major projects will be to get 

the ball to the electrifying Eric 

Moulds more frequently. He had a 

97-yard kickoff return for a touch- 


down last season. Tight end Lonnie Johnson, 
whose inconsistencies exasperated Kelly, still caught 
46 passes and could become a larger factor. 


The Bills’ largest task is to rebuild their run- 
ning game. Thomas finished with his eighth con- 
secutive 1,000-yard season, but the fact is, he is no 
longer an every-down back. His future role should 
resemble that of Marcus Allen in Kansas City. Buf- 
falo got the man it wanted in the draft, Antowain 
Smith, a big running back from the University of 
Houston, who is scheduled to get the ball 20 to 25 

times per game as a rookie. 

Levy hired Dan Henning to 
restructure the offense. Tom Bresna- 
han, demoted from offensive coor- 
dinator, is charged with getting more 
out of the line. None of the starters 
had a good year, including left guard 
Ruben Brown, who went to the Pro 
Bowl, mostly on the strength of his 
rookie season. Dusty Ziegler, who 
hasn’t taken a pro snap at the posi- 
tion, gets the first chance to replace 
Hull at center. Jerry Ostroski is vul- 
nerable at right guard. Glenn Park- 
er, who once played guard, may 
move back. If not, he’ll have to fend 

off Corey Louchiey for right tackle. 


ing the veteran offside with his cadence. Hobert li 
ended up looking through the ear hole in his yr‘ 


Defense now carries this team, but the 
offensive collapse wore down the defend- 
ers in December. They were on the field for 
more plays than any defensive unit in the 
NEL. The demise of the Bills’ no-huddle, 
hurry-up offense was good news to them. 
They lust for ball control, which gives 

them a breather. 
The Bills were third in the NFL. 
with 48 sacks. Right end Bruce 
Smith is 34, but he was the best 
defensive player in the league last 
year. He played the run fiercely and led 
the AFC with 13.5 sacks and the NFL 
with 45 quarterback knockdowns. Left 
end Phil Hansen is underrated. He 
makes big plays, eight of them 


sz= Todd Collins (at left) hopes to win 
the quarterback job in Buffalo. 
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the key stats 
completed 60 percent of his passes for 35,467 
yards and 237 touchdowns in 11 seasons with Buffa- 
lo. had the longest punt of the season (80 
yards vs. Miami). The Bills had the AFC's stingiest 
defense in the red zone, yielding the fewest touch- 
downs (17) and the lowest TD percentage (37.0). 


Jeff Burris (above), showing an acrobatic move against Seattle, 
started 15 games at cornerback last season for the Bills. 


sacks in ‘96, The Bills thought nose tackle Ted Washington 
should have been in the Pro Bowl. 


There are two great linebackers: Bryce Paup on the left 
outside and Chris Spielman alongside him on the inside. Paup 
hada groin injury, which handicapped him greatly for the last 
two-thirds of the season. Sam Rogers played well at right out- 
side linebacker, but he'll be challenged by Gabe Northern, a 
big pass rusher, who is coming on like a freight train. If John 
Holecek is finally through with his knee miseries, he could be 
another Spielman at right inside backer. 

The secondary should get better if strong safety Henry 
Jones recovers fully after breaking a leg in the victory over 
Indianapolis. Right cornerback Thomas Smith is a budding 
star, with Kurt Schulz (four interceptions) playing solidly at 
free safety and Jeff Burris at left corner. The defense had the 
stingiest record in the AFC inside their own 20, allowing just 
17 touchdowns, nine fewer than the conference average. 


Buffalo also had the best special teams in the NFL, espe- 
cially on coverage, where they allowed just 6.2 yards a punt 
return and 19.3 yards per kickoff return. Among Chris Mohr’s 
105 punts were 27 inside the 20. Steve Christie kicked 24 of 
29 field goals and led the Bills in scoring (105 points). 


jitcet & Surith’s)Pro Footbal 


Marv Levy, Head Goach 
Elijah Pitts, Assistant Head Coach/Running Backs; Dan Henning, Offensive 
Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Wade Phillips, Defensive Coordinator; Tom Bresnahan, 
Offensive Line; Ted Cottrell, Linebackers; Bruce DeHaven, Special Teams; Charlie 
Joiner, Wide Receivers; Rusty Jones, Strength and Conditioning; Don Lawrence, 
Offensive Quality ControlTight Ends; Chuck Lester, Administrative Assistant to Head 
Coact/Linebackers; Dick Roach, Defensive Backs; Dan Sekanovich, Defensive Line 


9 Ballard, Jim QB 6-3 223 4/16/72 3 Mount Union 
15 Collins, Todd OB 6-4 224 11/5/71 2 Michigan 

9 Hobert, Billy Joe = QB 6-3. 230 1/8/71 2 Washington 
10 Van Pelt, Alex 0B 6-1 219 5/1/70 2 Pittsburgh 

76 Albright, Ethan T 6-5 283 5/1/71 2 North Carolina 
79 Brown, Ruben G 6-3 304 2/13/72 2 Pittsburgh 

70 Fina, John T 6-4 285 3/11/69 5 Arizona 

67 Hull, Kent C 6-5 284 1/13/61 11 Mississippi State 
60 Ostroski, Jerry G 64 310 7/12/70 3 Tulsa 

74 Parker, Glenn T 65 305 4/22/66 7 Arizona 

73 Rockwood, Mike T 6-10 345 6/5/73 1 Nevada 

61 Zeigler, Dusty G 65 298 9/27/73 1 Notre Dame 
45 Bender, Carey RB 5-8 185 1/28/72 1 Coe College 
29 Bratton, Jason RB 6-1 252 10/19/72 1 Grambling 
44 Holmes, Darick RB 6-1 226 7/1/71 2. Portland State 
34 Thomas, Thurman RB 5-10 198 5/16/66 9 Oklahoma State 
33 Tindale, Tim RB 5-11 220 4/15/71 2 Western Ontario 


81 Armour, Justin WR 6-4 209 1/1/73 2 Stanford 
82 Brantley, Chris WR 5-10 180 12/12/70 3. Rutgers 
86 Cline, Tony TE 6-4 247 11/24/71 2 Stanford 
88 Early, Quinn WR 6-1 190 4/13/65 9 lowa 
80 Moulds, Eric WR 6-1 204 7/17/73 1 Mississippi State 
83 Reed, Andre WR 6-2 190 1/29/64 12 Kutztown 
49 Riemersma, Jay ‘TE «6-5 254 5/17/73 1 Michigan 
‘97 Hammonds, Juan DE 6-3 260 3/5/72 2 Michigan State 
90 Hansen, Phil DE 6-5 278 5/20/68 6 North Dakota State 
77 Jeffcoat, Jim DT 6-5 280 4/1/61 14 Arizona State 
98 Moran, Sean DE 63 255 6/5/73 1 Colorado State 
99 Northern, Gabe DE 63 240 6/8/74 1 Louisiana State 
94 Pike, Mark DE 6-4 272 12/27/63 10 Georgia Tech 
91 Price, Shawn DE 6-5 260 3/28/70 4 Pacific 
78 Smith, Bruce DE 6-4 273 6/18/63 12 Virginia Tech 
92 Washington,Ted DT 6-4 325 4/13/68 6 Louisville 
22 Burrs, Jeff CB 6-1 204 6/7/72 3 Notre Dame 
25 Collins, Mark CB 5-10 196 1/16/64 11 Cal State-Fullerton 
27 Irvin, Ken CB 5-10 182 7/11/72 2 Memphis 
31 Jackson, Ray CB 5-10 189 2/17/73 1 Colorado State 
20 Jones, Henry S 5-11 198 12/29/67 6 Illinois 
46 Kerner, Marion CB 5-10 187 3/18/73 2 Ohio State 
21 Martin, Emanuel «CB 5-11 184 7/31/69 4 Alabama State 
24 Schulz, Kurt S 6-1 208 12/12/68 5 Eastern Washington 
40 Smedley, Eric S 5-11 199 7/23/73 1 Indiana 
28 Smith, Thomas CB 5-11 188 12/5/70 4 North Carolina 
23 Stevens, Matt CB 6-1 206 6/15/73 1 Appalachian State 
96 Brandenburg, Dan LB 6-2 255 2/2/73 1 Indiana State 
57 Covington, Damien LB 5-11 236 12/4/72 2 North Carolina State 
52 Holecek, John 1B 6-2 238 5/7/72 2 Minois 
55 Maddox, Mark 1B 6-1 233 3/23/68 5 Northern Michigan 
95 Paup, Bryce LB 6-5 247 2/29/68 7 Northern lowa 
54 Spielman, Chris LB 6-1 247 10/11/65 9 Ohio State 
2 Christie, Steve K 6-1 185 11/13/67 7 William & Mary 
6 Huerta, Carlos K 5-7 185 6/29/69 1 Miami (FL) 
9 Mohr, Chris P 6-5 215 5/11/66 8 Alabama 
87 Coons, Rob TE 6-5 249 9/18/69 2 Pittsburgh 
85 Copeland, Russell* WR 6-0 200 11/4/71 4 Memphis State 
84 Johnson,Lonnie © TE 6-3 240 2/14/71 3. Florida State 
68 Lacina, Corbin G 6-4 297 11/2/70 4 Augustana 
72 Louchiey, Corey T 68 305 10/10/71 3. South Carolina 
58 Perry, Marlo 1B 6-4 250 8/25/72 3 Jackson State 
'59 Rogers, Sam 1B 6-3 245 5/30/70 3 Colorado 
89 Tasker, Steve" WR 5-9 183 4/10/62 12 Northwestern 
51 White, David 1B 6-2 235 2/27/70 3. Nebraska 

* Unresricted Free Agent 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 


ndianapolis refuses to go down. The Colts 

seem to withstand more blows than any oth- 

er team, and yet they always have enough left 
at the bell to carry them further than anyone 
expected. But this time they are in danger of suf- 
fering a knockout. 

Last year, the Colts survived the loss of coach 
Ted Marchibroda, who led them into the 1995 AFC 
title game. They lost their best offensive lineman, 
Will Wolford, and an emerging cornerback, Ash- 
ley Ambrose, to free agency. They saw their leader, 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh, go down during the 

stretch run, and still they made the playoffs. 


The Colts need a 
healthy Marshall 
Faulk (below). 


*) ‘The Will to Win 

Somehow the Colts find a 

d way. They won with two free- 

os 4 agent linebackers, Sammie Bur- 
1 


Total Offense 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


roughs and Steve Morrison. 
They won a December game 
against Buffalo with World League 
refugee Paul Justin. They won 
another game in December over 
Philadelphia after Justin got hurt 
and Kerwin Bell, making his NFL 
' debut after being drafted in 1988, 
played quarterback. 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 337.7 


Against Pass 
Against Run 


Interceptions 


Finishing Kick Sacks 


The Colts’ never-say-die attitude may not be 
able to overcome the team’s woes this season, 
though. The evidence surfaced in the second half 
of the playoff game against Pittsburgh, when the 
Steelers exploded for 28 unanswered points. 

Then there was the continuation of off-season 


Injuries took a 
toll on the Colts’ 
Jim Harbaugh 
(below). 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Points Allowed 20.9 


Somehow the Colts always find enough to 
carry them further than anyone expects. 


losses. Ray Buchanan, the big-play cornerback, 
signed with Atlanta. Trev Alberts, once seen as a 
potential Pro Bowl pass rusher, has had a depress- 
ing array of serious injuries. Valuable defensive 
tackle Tony Siragusa signed with Baltimore. 


Hard Hits 

More evidence can be found on Harbaugh’s 
34-year old body. Even with his penchant for 
escapability, Harbaugh suffered severe punishment 
when he was sacked 36 times: an elbow injury, a 
broken nose, ligament damage to his left knee, an 
eye injury, and a chipped tooth and 20-stitch gash 
in his mouth. He completed over 57 
percent of his passes for 2,630 yards 
and 13 touchdowns, but his rating 


(Me on third down (56.6) was almost 20 

PUAUERLE points below his overall rating. 
90.5 28 Harbaugh didn’t get much help. 
LEAL ©The Colts were next-to-last in the 
45.7 conference in rushing, averaging 


10.9 


rp less than 100 yards per game. The 


running game needs the Marshall 
Faulk of 1994-95, not the Faulk of 
last season, when he averaged 3.0 
yards per carry and gained just 587 
yards due to injuries and the col- 
lapse of the line. Lamont Warren ran 
for 230 yards, and Harbaugh was 
third on the team, with 192. Zack Crockett also has 
to return to his early-season form, before he suf- 
fered a knee injury. 


227.7 
110 


13 123 
29 28 


Putting It on the Line 

Coach Lindy Infante’s biggest task is improv- 
ing the offensive line. Its decline was the reason 
Harbaugh barely escaped with his skin and the 
running game went south. The only stable posi- 
tion is center, with veteran Kirk Lowdermilk. Left 
tackle is filled by Jason Mathews and Kipp Vick- 
ers. Retread Tony Mandarich is the right tackle. 
Doug Widell is the left guard, opposite Jay 
Leeuwenburg. Eric Mahlum may challenge at 
guard if his knee surgery was a success. 

Things got so dicey on the unit late in the sea- 
son that tight end Ken Dilger, normally a major 
part of the passing game, was held in to help with 
the blocking. He didn’t have a catch for three con- 
secutive games. The draft may have brought help 
in California tackle Tarik Glenn and Georgia tack- 
le Adam Meadows. 

The brightest news for the offense was the 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


‘TOP: TOMASSO DEROSA/TDS!, BOTTOM: GEORGE GOJKOVICH 


Lindy Infante, Head Coach 
the ke y stats ‘Jim Johnson, Defensive Coordinator; Wayne Geis, Offensive Assistant/Assistant Quarterbacks, 


anaes) Fred Bruney, Defensive Assistant; Tom Batta, Tight Ends(Qvalty Control Greg Blache, 
The Colts surrendered a league-low eight first downs On § jansve Line; Aon Blackiedge, Ofensv Lie; Chuck Bresnahan, Linebackers; Chae Davis, 
penalties. They had the fewest penal 


s (76) and penalty Assistant to the Offensive Line; Gene Huey, Running Backs; Hank Kuhimann, Special Teams; 
yards (615) in the league. They were also the AFC's least | 1m Robinson, Wide Receivers; Pat Thomas, Secondary; Tom Zupancie, Strength and Condition 


efficient offense in the red zone (41.3 TD percentage). Cary Paar Tua SKS PORN ee = 
Blanchard led the NFL in field goal percentage (.900), hit- 4 Harbaugh, Jim 12/23/63 10 Michigan 


i i i 13 Holcomb, Kelly 7/9/73 1 Middle Tennessee State 
ting 36 of 40, pnetucing all five from fal least 50 yards. #3 dustin, Paul Osf19/68 2. Arizona State 


_BOR 
J 3 ‘Auzenne, Troy 5 California 
66 Hardin, Steve 1 Oregon 


. : F F 58 Leeuwenburg, Jay 5 Colorado 
development of Marvin Harrison, who led the Colts with 64 § 65 Mahlum, Eric 3° California 
receptions, including eight for touchdowns, as a rookie. Sean § 79 Mandarich Tony S IMIctNaan Sate 
Dawkins averaged 13.9 yards on his 54 catches. 71 Vickers, Kipp 2) Miami (FL) 


72 West, Derek 2 Colorado 
& 64 Widell, Doug 8 Boston College 


On the Defensive # RUNNING BACKS 


The defensive line, less than robust, got even thinner when ¥ 32 Crockett, Zack G- to 2 Florida State 
Siragusa left. Tony Bennett, basically a pass rusher, is at right j 28 Faulk Marshall Scene eae 
end, with Bernard Whittington at left end and Tony McCoy at 44 Hetherington, Chris 1 Yale 


27 Mickens, Arnold 1 Butler 
20 Neal, Leon 1 Washington 
21 Warren, Lamont a 3° Colorado 


# REL 

‘87 Dawkins, Sean 

© 85 Dilger, Ken TE 2 Illinois 
15 Doering, Chris 1 Florida 
88 Harrison, Marvin 1 Syracuse 
81 Pollard, Marcus 2 Bradley 
84 Slutzker, Scott 1 Iowa 
15 Smith, Terry 2 Clemson 
10 Stock, Mark 8 VMI 


_# DEFENSIVELINE HT BORN EXP. COLLEGE _ 

‘96 Fontenot, Al S770 4 Baylor 

62 Johnson, Elis 10/30/73 2 Florida 

90 Martin, Steve 5/31/74 1 Missouri 

61 McCoy, Tony 6/10/69 5 Florida 

93 Nunn, Freddie Joe 4/9/62, 12 Mississippi 

97 Shello, Kende! 11/24/73 1 Southern 

94 Wilkins, David . 2/2469 5 Eastern Kentucky 


‘# DEFENSIVE BAGI 
29 Belser, Jason 


Indianapolis is encouraged by 0 cay erwin 


7 Brigham Youn, 
the development of young wide 35 Hall, Steven Kentucky i 
receivers Marvin Harrison (at left) Ps tones icant aes Seo 
is, fouston 
and Sean Dawkins (above). 40 McElroy, Ray Eastern llinois 


49 Tate, David 209 Colorado 


left tackle, Ellis Johnson and Martin need to develop quickly. a eee 
Injuries hit the linebacking corps the hardest. The leader, $ 50 Alexander, Elijah 5 Kansas State 
Quentin Coryatt, missed eight games due to a torn pectoral §% Benita cana cy Messen 
muscle that required surgery. Steve Grant suffered a knee ¥ 55 Coryatt, Quentin 5 Texas A&M 
injury and inside linebacker Jeff Herrod, who remained in the $ 5 Grant Stephen . beetle 
lineup, was handicapped by a number of injuries. Morrison § 52 Morrison, Steve 2 Michigan 
came through as a sub in all three spots, but the Colts needa @grgriTe = r \T BOF EXP. 
transfusion here. Maybe rookie Bert Berry, mainly a pass rush- ae Oklahoma State 


er at Notre Dame, is it. Gtemson 


80 Bailey, Aaron "183. ee 
Secondary Questions 83 Banta, Brad Southern California 
3 ie; | 38 Daniel, Eugene Louisiana State 
Indianapolis signed Seattle cornerback Carlton Gray asa 96 Dent cia” Lo 
replacement for Buchanan. Eugene Daniel played well on the 63 Lovdermil, Kirk Oho State 
: 5 sHise : j 86 Stablein, Brian Ohio State 
right corner, but he's 36 now. It’s time for Dedric Mathis to # 36 watts, Damon PE ets 
step up. Free safety Jason Belser returned two of his four inter-§ 8 Whitton, Samar Ia 
ceptions for touchdowns. Strong safety David Tate is a ques- 9 57 Yeboan-Kodie, Phil? ae Porm Stata 


tion mark because of the herniated disc which ended his sea- 
son in November. 

The Colts’ kicking game is as solid as any in the league. 
Punter Chris Gardocki (45.7-yard average) and placekicker 
Cary Blanchard (36 of 40 field goals) went to the Pro Bowl. 
Aaron Bailey had a 95-yard kickoff return for a touchdown. 
With Buchanan gone, Harrison will reclaim the punt returns. 


JOE ROBBINS @) 
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‘REW YORE JETS 


There won't he any miracles for Parcells, but 
the Jets are ready for Something new: winning. 


coach Bill Parcells hoping to disprove the 

notion that you can’t go home again, the Jets 
should win five or six games on better coaching 
and organization alone. There’s enough talent on 
hand for a drastic improvement. The major differ- 
ence should be in the players’ commitment to the 
way Parcells does things. That could be sensed 
from his first meeting with the players. The Jets 
have been grounded for a long time, but they are 
ready for something new: winning. 

There should not be any more pulled muscles 
suffered in pregame warmups. No more volunteer 
coaching from the players. There 
won't be any instant miracles on the 
field, either, but opponents will take 
the Jets seriously every Sunday. 


dl t's the Year of the Tuna in New York. With new 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Skill Players 

Parcells inherited some skill 
players upon whom he can begin to 
rebuild, Adrian Murrell blossomed 
as a ball carrier last season, his 
fourth in the NFL, gaining 1,249 
yards without a lot of support. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 325.5 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 347.8 
Against Pass 210.3 


1-15 record was well-earned. The Jets were last in 
the AFC in interceptions, last in sacks, last in kick- 
off returns, tied for next-to-last in field goals, and 
last in the league in punt returns, last in turnover 
differential, last in scoring, and, of course, last in 
the standings. 

All that passing in New England during the 
last three years was not Parcells’s offense, What he 
would rather see is his big linemen wearing down 
a defense until the opponent's will evaporates in 
the fouth quarter. Obviously, Parcells didn’t agree 
with the conventional wisdom that Orlando Pace 
was the second coming of Anthony Munoz. Oth- 
erwise, he would have retained the 
top overall pick and taken him in 
the draft. ; 

Instead, Parcells has former 
226.6 Giant Jumbo Elliott at left tackle 

98.9 with a chronically creaky back and 
174 David Williams, whose zest for the 
44.5 game is questioned, at right tackle. 
5.0 Matt O'Dwyer is due to produce at 
19.0 right guard. Left guard Harry Gal- 
breath and center Roger Duffy 
have been around. They'll get a lot 


AgainstRun 137.5 

Points Allowed 28.4 
Interceptions 11-127 4 
Sacks 28 T29 


Adrian Murrell 
(above) is in 
@& arush to help 
} the Jets. A 


Three receivers—Keyshawn John- 
son, Wayne Chrebet, and 
Jeff Graham—each 
caught at least 50 
passes. There are three potential 
stars on the defense in pass rush- 
er Hugh Douglas, middle line- 
backer Marvin Jones, and cor- 
nerback Aaron Glenn. 

Neil O’Donnell’s $25 mil- 
lion contract is still a mistake, but 
Parcells and the Jets could be 
respectable with him at quar- 
terback. The trick is to try to 
keep O’Donnell healthy. 
He started only six games 
last year and was sacked 
4 once every 10 times he 

dropped back to pass. 


of work digging holes for Murrell 
and Lorenzo Neal, a power back— 
and power blocker— signed away 
from the New Orleans Saints. 


Catch of the Day 

The most interesting development will be the 
expected tug of war between the new coach and 
Johnson, whose football philosophy (“Just give me 
the damn ball”) runs directly counter to that of Par- 
cells. Keyshawn had 63 receptions for 844 yards 
and eight touchdowns, but he went ballistic over 
the 84 catches by the overachiever Chrebet, a 
league-high 31 of which came on third down. Gra- 
ham (50 catches and six touchdowns in 11 games), 
once O’Donnell’s battery mate in Pittsburgh, may 
pass Johnson and Chrebet. The major project is to 
make a Ben Coates out of Kyle Brady, the club’s 
top pick in 1995 but a disappointment (15 catches 
and one touchdown) so far at tight end. 

Parcells, out to show the football world he can 
run a productive draft, traded down and still 
acquired a top linebacker: big, smart James Farrior 
of Virginia. Of more immediate impact may be the 
huge defensive tackle from North Carolina, Rick 
Terry, taken with the second pick. The Jets need 
some muscle in the middle of their line. 


At Last 
So while the cupboard is 
not completely bare, the task 
for Parcells is enormous. That 


Hugh Douglas (at left) needs 
more help rushing the passer. 


The Fresh Air Fund 


Serving Children Since 1877 


What the world needs now is... 


Please give to The Fresh Air Fund. Send an inner-city child to the country. 


You can’t put a price on love. But for only $343, you can 
send an inner-city child to the country for two weeks. 


Since 1877, we have provided over 1.6 million disadvantaged 
children with summer vacations. 


We need your help. Please contribute 


Call 1-800-367-0003 
E-mail: infol@ freshoicorg Web poge: hip: //worw.feshair org 
The Fresh Air Fund, 1040 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10018 
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£ HEN 
Sell the “bible” of sports in your 
store! Join the line-up of Street 
& Smith’s retailers who carry 


America’s most respected sports 
annuals: 


College Basketball 
Pro Basketball 
Baseball 

Pro Football 
College Football 


Sports fans know that Street & 
Smith’s is the annual to trust for 
pre-season facts, statistics and 
predictions whether they are 
“in-the-stadium” fans or part ofa 
fantasy or rotisserie league. Take 
full advantage of Street & Smith’s 
sales potential by carrying it in 
your store. Your customers will 
appreciate the convenience. 
You'll enjoy the profits! 


© 30% profit on each copy sold 

© No inventory investment— 
guaranteed sale 

Return covers of unsold copies 
for full credit 

¢ No freight charge—orders shipped 
via prepaid UPS 

Guaranteed on-time delivery 

Ship to one or several addresses 

¢ Order one or all titles 


| 


SRECIARONUS 
Order now and receive a 
handsome lucite display rack 


absolutely FREE 
with your first order. 


Don't delay! Just call 
1-800-435-5003 
to put the selling power 
of Street & Smith's to 
work for you right away! 


the key stats 
Wayne Chrebet has caught more passes (150) in his first 
two seasons than any player in NFL history. Keyshawn 
Johnson was third among rookie receivers in catches (63) 
and second in touchdowns (eight). Victor Green set a sin- 
gle-season team record with 207 tackles (125 solo). The 
Jets were last in the league in turnover differential (-20). 


Lack of Pressure 

Right end Douglas had eight of New York’s paltry 28 
sacks, Terry will line up alongside Marc Spindler at tackle, 
with Marvin Washington and Douglas on the outside. Par- 
cells signed one of his ex-Giants, Pepper Johnson, to play mid- 
dle linebacker, but he is unimpressed with the underachiey- 
ing Marvin Jones, who will be challenged by Farrior on the 
strong side. Mo Lewis is the weakside linebacker. 

With little pressure on the quarterback, the Jets’ secondary 
picked off just 11 passes. Four of them were by Glenn, who 
returned two of them for touchdowns, including one for 100 
yards against Miami. If Glenn and Ray Mickens start, Parcells 
will be stuck with relatively small cornerbacks, something he 
hates. That’s why he signed Jerome Henderson, who played 
for him in New England. Marcus Coleman wrested the job 
from Mickens late last season. Victor Green is the strong safe- 
ty and Gary Jones plays free safety. 


Nothing Special 

Parcells performed his first cut on veteran Nick Lowery, 
the lowest-scoring placekicker in the AFC (77 points), who 
converted just two of eight field-goal attempts between 40 and 
49 yards. Of course, part of the problem was an offense that 
positioned him for just 24 attempts overall. In line for the job 
opening is kickoff specialist Don Silvestri. Punter Brian 
Hansen's 44,7-yard average was his career best. Rookie wide 
receiver Dedrick Ward could help the return game. He 
returned two punts for touchdowns at Northern Iowa. 


Keyshawn Johnson (at right, below) caught 63 passes in his rookie 
year and Wayne Chrebet (at left) caught 84 in his second season. 


Parcells, Head Coach 
ick, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Backs; Ron Erhardt, Quarterbacks/Special 
istant Coach; Maurice Carthon, Running Backs; Romeo Crennel, Defensive Line; 
Al Groh, Linebackers; Pat Hodgson, Tight Ends; John Lott, Strength and Conditioning: 
Eric Mangini, Defensive Assistant/Quality Control; Bill Muir, Offensive Line; 
‘Mike Sweatman, Special Teams; Charlie Weis, Wide Receivers 


# QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
4 Foley, Glenn 210 10/10/70 3 Boston College 
14 O'Donnell 228 7/3/66 = 6 Maryland 
10 Paci, John 218 07/19/72 1 Indiana 


# OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
62 Duffy, Roger 305 7/16/67 7 Penn State 
76 Elliott, Jumbo 308 4/1/65 Michigan 
68 Fiore, Dave 275 8/10/74 Hofstra 
64 Galbreath, Harry 285 1/1/65 Tennessee 
65 Hudson, John 276 1/29/68 Auburn 

75 Malamala, Siupeli 305 1/15/69 Washington 
70 O'Dwyer, Matt 294 9/1/72 Northwestern 
68 Palelei, Lonnie 315 10/15/70 4 UNL 

60 Wiegmann, Casey 290 7/20/73 towa 

73 Williams, David 300 6/21/66 Florida 


i RUNNING BACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
20 Anderson, Richie 225 9/13/71 Penn State 
28 Cobb, Reggie 212 7/7/68 Tennessee 
27 D'Agostino, Lou 235 12/12/73 1 Rhode Island 
29 Murrell, Adrian 214 10/16/70 4 West Virginia 
22 Neal, Lorenzo 240 12/27/70 4 Fresno State 
34 Rasheed, Kenyon RB 5-10 235 8/23/70 Oklahoma 


#t RECEIVERS HT WT BORN. EXP, 
84 Baxter, Fred TE 6-3 260 6/4/71 
88 Brady, Kyle TE 6-6 260 1/4/72 
80 Chrebet, Wayne «WR 5-10 185. 8/14/73 
83 Davis, Tyrone TE 6-4 
81 Graham, Jeff WR 6-2 
19 Johnson, Keyshawn WR 6-3 215 7/22/72 
86 Van Dyke, Alex WR 6-1 200 7/24/74 


DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT 
‘90 Dixon, Ronnie DT 6-3 310 S/10/71 
99 Douglas, Hugh DE 6-2 270 8/2a/71 
92 Hamilton, Bobby DE 6-5 280 1/7/71 

93 Logan, Ernie DE 6-3 288 5/18/68 
95 Lyle, Rick DE 6-5 280 2/26/71 
97 Washington, Marvin DE 6-6 280 10/22/65 
90 White, Reggie NT 6-5 303 3/22/70 


DEFENSIVE BACKS: HT WT BORN. 
26 Brown, Lance CB 6-1 200 2/2/72 
42 Coleman, Marcus = S_ 6-2 2058/24/74 
31 Glenn, Aaron CB 5-9 185 7/16/72 
21 Green, Victor CB 5-9 205 12/8/69 
22 Greenwood, Carl CB 5-11 186 3/11/72 
26 Henderson, Jerome CB 5-10 188 8/8/69 
25 Jones, Gary S 6-4 217 11/30/67 
24 Mickens, Ray CB 5-8 180 1/4/73 


# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. 
53 Cascadden, Chad LB. 6-1 235. 5/14/72 

55 Houston, Bobby LB 6-2 245 10/26/67 7 
F 99 Johnson, Pepper «LB G-3- 248 7/29/64 11 
54 Jones, Marvin LB 6-2 250 6/28/72 4 Florida State 
57 Lewis, Mo LB 6-3 255 10/21/69 6 Georgia 


# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


11 Hansen, Brian P 6-4 215 10/26/60 13 Sioux Falls, 
5 Silvestri, Don K 6-4 220 12/25/68 2 Pittsburgh 
FREE AGENTS POS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
72 Alexander, David” = C63 2857/28/64 11 Tulsa 
85 Bailey, Henry* WR 5-9 183 2/28/73 1 UNLV 
58 Beavers,Aubrey* LB 6-3 234 (8/30/71 3 Oklahoma 
78 Benfatti, Lou* OT 6-4 285 3/9/71 3 Penn State 
94 Brock, Matt” OT 6-5 300 1/14/66 i Oregon 
4 
2 


RB 6-1 
RB 6-1 
RB 5-11 
RB 5-11 


‘Auburn 
Penn State 
Hofstra 
200 2/14/69 Ohio State 
Southern California 


Central State 
Southern Mississipp! 
East Carolina 
Missouri 

Waho 

North Carolina A&T 


P_ COLLEGE 
Indiana 
Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
Akron 
UCLA 
Clemson 
Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 


COLLEGE 
Wisconsin 
‘North Carolina State 
Ohio State 


BORN EXP. Cl 
xf 


9 
1 
9 
6 
5 
2 
4 
1 
8 
P. 
4 
7 
1 
4 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
255 6/30/72 H Virginia 
1 
1 
4 
2 
1 
6 
3 
8 
5 
2 
1 
3 
4 
2 
6 
7 
1 
2 


71 Chalenski, Mike’ = OT 6-5 2901/28/70 UCLA 
98 Gunn, Mark* DE 6-5 279 7/24/68 Pittsburgh 
51 Mason, Eddie* LB 6-0 245 1/9/72 North Carolina 
87 Slaughter, Webster WR 6-1 175 10/19/64 11 San Diego State 
23 Zomall, Eric* S 5-11 201 8/9/72 3. California 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 


THE DRAFT 


RND_PICK NAME POS HT. 

8 James Farrior 240 
31 Rick Terry 309 
88 Dedrick Ward 180 
102 Terry Day 6-4 280 
104 Leon Johnson 209 
131 Lamont Burns 6-4 300 
145 Raymond Austin 190 
164 Tim Scharf 244 
191 Chuck Clements 214 
202 Steve Rosga S 61 215 
Jason Ferguson 305 


COLLEGE 
Virgini 

North Carolina 
Northern lowa 
Mississippi State 
North Carolina 
East Carolina 
Tennessee 
Northwestern 
Houston 
Colorado 
Georgia 
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Predicted order 
of finish 


* wild card 


AFC CENTRAL 


The surprising Jaguars won't be content with 
anything less than the Super Bowl this year. 


n the final regular-season game, Atlanta’s 

Morten Andersen missed a gimme field goal 

that allowed Jacksonville to back into the play- 
offs. At the time, it didn’t seem like that big a break. 
But the Jaguars then took full advantage of the 
opportunity, riding a crest of confidence that took 
them past Buffalo and Denver and all the way to 
the AFC title game. 


Jacksonville Jagu 

Jacksonville won’t be content with short-term 
success. Unlike their expansion brethren Carolina 
Panthers, who went the older, free-agent route, the 
young Jaguars were built for the long run. The man 
who can lead them there is quarterback Mark 
Brunell, a younger version of Steve Young. Brunell 
is the quarterback for the ‘90s. He has a strong arm, 
legs that pick up unexpected first downs, and a 
supporting cast that seems tailored to his skills. 


Pittsburgh Steelers* 

Pittsburgh enters the season as it began last 
year, with an unsolved mystery at quarterback. 
Kordell Stewart appears to have the job, but with 
more hope than confidence. He doesn’t have to be 
sensational, just sound enough to supplement a 
running game that features Jerome Bettis. 

The Steeler defense was ravaged by free-agent 
losses and the defection of coordinator Dick LeBeau 
to Cincinnati. Jim Haslett, one of the NFL's bright 
young comers, moves over from New Orleans to 
replace him. The Steelers need the healthy return 
of linebacker Greg Lloyd to make up for some of 
the departures. 


The Bengals have been flying since Bruce 
Coslet became head coach halfway through last 
season. They won their last three games to finish 
7-2 under him (8-8 overall), but their optimism is 
tempered by the defection of running back Garri- 
son Hearst (847 yards) to San Francisco. 

The Bengals could offset Hearst’s departure if 
they can catch on quickly to defensive coordinator 
Dick LeBeau’s new 3-4 set with zone-blitzing, 
which was so successful for Carolina and Pitts- 
burgh a year ago. 


Houston Oilers 

Coach Jeff Fisher has carefully nurtured quar- 
terback Steve McNair for two years, and the young 
phenom now appears strong enough to stand on 


his own. He'll have some support, though. Run- 
ning back Eddie George gained 1,368 yards and 
was the league’s Rookie of the Year. The Oilers also 
did the smart thing and spent the money to re-sign 
left tackle Brad Hopkins to protect McNair. 

The Oilers will finish out their lame-duck sen- 
tence, playing before crowds of 20,000 in the 
Astrodome, before they make their exit for 
Nashville in 1998. They didn’t win a game at home 
last season after October 20, but they did win three 
times on the road. 


Baltimore Ravens 

Whether it’s in Baltimore or Cleveland, own- 
er Art Modell still doesn’t know how to operate in 
today’s NFL. Vinny Testaverde had a career sea- 
son for the Ravens (33 touchdown passes and 4,177 
yards). So what does Modell do? He loses center 
Steve Everitt, fullback Carwell Gardner, and left 
tackle Tony Jones. On the bright side, the Ravens 
emerged as one of the biggest winners in the draft, 
improving their defense with pass rusher Peter 
Boulware and linebacker Jamie Sharper. 

Last season ended with defeats in seven of the 
final eight games. The prospects for 1997 aren’t 
much better. Yes, the NFL returned to Baltimore, 
but only in a manner of speaking. 


Mark Brunell (below) is at home in Jacksonville. 
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therefore, Payouts to our Players i 
our Number 1 Priority. 


Island Superbook, Inc. guarantees any member request- 
ing a withdrawal from their account Monday through 
Thursday (noon to 8 PM, EST), that within 48 hours of 
your request, you will (a) receive your check, or (b) you. 
will be able to obtain a FedEx tracking number, con- 
firming that your package is in Fed Ex’s hands — and is 
on its way to you!...or Island Superbook, Inc. will pay you double 
the amount requested. 


Via Western Union FedEx We Pick Up All Charges For 


(Credit Gard or Cash) Use International Air Waybill Deposits & Withdrawals 
International Money Transfer stand Superdook Inc. (Over $500) 
to be picked up in A in : 
Basset, St Kits Hei 100 Liverpool Raw : Minimum Deposit $500 
Basseterre, St. Kitts/Nevis Minimum Wager $50 


For a free brochure or more information or to join call: 
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Il right, maybe the Jaguars did over- 
achieve in their second year of existence. 
Going into the last weekend in Novem- 
ber, they were 4-7. But the future arrived much 
sooner than anyone, including perhaps even coach 
Tom Coughlin, expected in Jacksonville. The 
Jaguars did it the hard way, overcoming a sluggish 
start during the regular season, and then rallying 
twice in the playoffs: first against Buffalo in the 
wild-card round and then against AFC West 
champion Denver in the second round. 
“Now the bar has been raised,” says cen- 
ter Dave Widell. 
The same bar had been 
raised to Coughlin’s throat 
before the Jaguars went on 
their late sprint. It’s hard to 
believe now, but there were 
rumblings that the man who 
put together this expansion 
marvel, and eventually steered 
it to within a game of the 
Super Bowl, would be fired. 
The months of December and 
January changed the entire 
picture in Jacksonville. The 
Jaguars won seven in a row, 
their last five games during 
the regular season and their 
first two playoff games. 

But the by-product of success in the NFL is that 
your rivals hire away your help. Kevin Gilbride, 
the offensive coordinator and the man responsible 
for the Jags’ late explosion, is now the head coach 
of the San Diego Chargers. Replacing him is Chris 
Palmer, from the New England Patriots. 


= Jacksonville 

> linebacker Kevin 
> Hardy (below) 
made an impact 
» his rookie season. 


The Jaguars rely 


on Jimmy Smith, 

Mark Brunell, and 

Keenan McCardell It wasn’t a coincidence that when the Jaguars 
(below, left to took off, so, too, did their robust running back, ex- 
right) for offense. | Charger Natrone Means. He gained 507 yards last 


It wasn r a coincidence that when the Jaguars 
took off, so, too, did their running game. 


season, including 364 in the last five regular-sea- 
son games, then added 315 in the playoff victories 
against Buffalo and Denver. James Stewart is also 
a power back. He led the team with 723 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 

Earlier in the season, Jacksonville ran basical- 
ly a passing offense. This season, the offense should 
be more balanced. Mark Brunell emerged in the 
playoffs as one of the NFL's better young quarter- 
backs. He played every down, finishing with a 
league-leading 4,367 passing yards and 19 touch- 
downs. Most of his 20 interceptions came during 
the first half of the season. He was also the league's 

leading rusher at his position, gain- 
ing 396 yards. 


Keenan McCardell caught 85 
passes and went to the Pro Bowl. 
Fellow wide receiver, Jimmy Smith, 
who caught just two fewer passes 
and has a more physical presence, 
could emerge as the go-to guy this 
year. Smith was fifth in the league 
with 1,244 receiving yards, averag- 
ing 15.0 per catch. Furthermore, 25 
of his receptions produced first 
downs. Derek Brown is the block- 
ing tight end. 


The heart of the offense is the line, which can 
open huge holes for Means and Stewart and give 
Brunell the time to pass. Left tackle Tony Boselli 
has matured into an updated version of Anthony 
Munoz. In the surprise wild-card victory at Buffa- 
lo, he made Bruce Smith vanish. Right tackle Leon 
Searcy, the expensive ex-Steeler, struggled at first 
in his new environment, but thrived down the 
stretch. Unheralded right guard Rich Tylski kept 
Brian DeMarco on the bench after DeMarco came 


COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: SPORTFOLIO (2), PAUL JASIENSKI, JAMES , SMITH 


‘SCOTT D'ERRICO/SPORTS PHOTO MARKETING 


the key stats 


was the only NFL quarterback to take all 
of his team's snaps last fall. Placekicker 
led the team in scoring (117 points). Wide receiver 
was the first Jacksonville player vot- 
ed to the Pro Bowl. The Jaguars were the only team to 
win a playoff game on the road last year. 


SS _ 


The Jags’ Kevin Hardy, Dana Hall, and Tom McManus (left to right). 


off the injured list. Ben Coleman is the left guard. Widell may 
be challenged by Michael Cheever. 


Even though the Jaguars stunned Buffalo and Denver in 
the playoffs, their defense gave up 27 points in each game. 
Jacksonville's offense was second in the NFL and its passing 
offense was first, but the defense against the pass (No. 16) was 
only slightly better than the defense against the run (No. 19). 

Defensive coordinator Dick Jauron could make as many 
as four changes in his starting lineup. The expectation is that 
the defense will tighten up, especially when a trio of sensa- 
tional 1996 rookies—linebacker Kevin Hardy, end Tony Brack- 
ens, and cornerback Aaron Beasley—get more experience. 
Brackens should push either Jeff Lageman or Clyde Simmons, 
who led the club with 7.5 sacks, aside at end. Tackles John 
Jurkovic and Don Davey get needed help with the arrival of 
No. 1 draftee Renaldo Wynn of Notre Dame. 


The Jaguars may be set at linebacker for years with Hardy 
and Eddie Robinson on the outside and Bryan Schwartz in 
the middle, although Schwartz missed the last 12 games and 
the playoffs when he suffered torn knee ligaments. Tom 
McManus filled in capably in his place. Rookie James Hamil- 
ton of North Carolina adds depth to the unit. 

Ex-Steeler Deon Figures is the left corner. Aaron Thomas 
is the right corner, with Chris Hudson at free safety and Dana 
Hall on the strong side. Rookie Mike Logan of West Virginia 
could see time as the extra back and as a kick returner. 

Mike Hollis connected on 30 of 36 field goals and scored 
117 points, but the punting job is open. Hudson was No. 10 in 
the NFL in punt returns, averaging 10.9. 


Street & Surith’s Pro Football 


8 Brunell, Mark OB 6-1 3 

11 Johnson, Rob QB 6-4 214 3/18/73 2 Southern California 
5 Philcox, Todd QB 6-4 223 9/25/66 7 Syracuse 

71 Boselli, Tony T 67 323 4/17/72 2 Southern California 
63 Cheever, Michael © C 6-4 291 6/24/73 1 Georgia Tech 

62 Coleman, Ben G 6-5 325 5/18/71 4 Wake Forest 

73 DeMarco, Brian T 67 322 4/9/72 2 Michigan State 
74 Herndon, Jimmy T 68 311 8/30/73 1 Houston 

67 Novak, Jeff G 6-6 297 7/27/67 3 Southwest Texas State 
75 Price, Marcus T 66 318 3/3/72 2 Louisiana State 
72 Searcy, Leon T 64 313 12/21/69 5 Miami 

76 Tylski, Rich G 6-5 309 2/27/71 1 Utah State 

79 Widell, Dave C 67 318 5/14/65 9 Boston College 

UN ‘ x 

23 Jordan, Randy RB 5-11 218 6/6/70 4 North Carolina 
35 Maston, Le’Shai RB 6-1 229 10/7/70 4 Baylor 

20 Means, Natrone RB 5-10 240 4/26/72 4 North Carolina 
33 Stewart, James RB 6-1 224 12/27/71 2 Tennessee 

16 Askew, Chad WR 6-4 200 1/27/72 2. Pittsburgh 

84 Barlow, Reggie WR 5-11 186 1/22/73 1 Alabama State 
86 Brown, Derek TE 6-6 269 3/31/70 5 NotreDame 

88 Bullard, Kendricke WR 6-1 183 4/30/72 1 Arkansas State 
81 Griffin, Chris TE 6-4 257 7/26/74 1 New Mexico 

85 Griffith, Rich TE 6-5 255 7/31/69 4 Arizona 

54 Hallock, Ty TE 6-2 255 4/30/71 4 Michigan State 
80 Jackson, Willie WR 6-1 209 8/16/71 3 Florida 

89 Marsh, Curtis WR 6-2 206 11/24/70 2 Utah 

87 McCardell, Keenan WR 6-1 186 1/6/70 5 UNLV 

83 Mitchell, Pete TE 6-2 241 10/9/71 2 Boston College 
83 Moore, Will WR 6-2 180 2/21/70 2 Texas Southern 
82 Smith, Jimmy WR 6-1 201 2/9/69 5 Jackson State 
84 Warren, Terrence © WR 6-2 208 8/2/69 4 ‘Hampton 

‘90 Brackens, Tony DE 6-4 267 12/26/74 1 Texas 

92 Davey, Don DT 6-4 267 4/8/68 6 Wisconsin 
+ 77 Davis, Andre DT 6-3 330 10/7/75 1 Southem 

91 Frase, Paul OT 6-5 273 5/5/65 9 Syracuse 

64 Jurkovic, John NT 6-2 295 8/18/67 6 Eastern Illinois 
56 Lageman, Jeff DE 6-6 268 7/18/67 8 Virginia 

94 Pritchett, Kelvin DT 6-3 296 10/24/69 6 Mississippi 

96 Simmons, Clyde DE 6-6 280 8/4/64 11 Western Carolina 
99 Smeenge, Joel DE 6-6 270 4/1/68 7 Western Michigan 
21 Beasley, Aaron CB 6-1 195 7/7/73 1 West Virginia 

42 Bell, Ricky CB 5-10 186 10/2/74 1 North Carolina State 
22 Brooks, Bucky CB 6-1 195 1/22/71 3. North Carolina 
45 Davis, Travis, S 61 200 1/10/73 2 Notre Dame 

21 Figures, Deon CB 6-1 192 1/20/70 4 Colorado 

28 Hall, Dana S 6-3 210 7/8/69 5 Washington 

37 Hudson, Chris S 5-10 198 10/6/71 2 Colorado ; 
40 Massey, Robert CB 5-11 198 2/17/67 8 North Carolina Central 
30 Studstill, Darren S 61 186 8/9/70 3 West Virginia 

41 Thomas, Dave CB 6-3 215 8/25/68 4 Tennessee 

‘52 Boyer, Brant LB 6-1 231 6/27/71 3 Arizona 

51 Hardy, Kevin LB 6-4 247 7/24/73 1 Illinois 

57 Kopp, Jeff LB 6-3 243 7/8/71 2 Southern California 
‘55 McManus, Tom LB 6-2 246 7/30/70 2 Boston College 
50 Robinson, Eddie LB 6-1 243 4/13/70 5 Alabama State 
| 58 Schwartz,Bryan LB 6-4 255 12/5/71 2 Augustana (SD) 
95 White, Jose LB 6-3 274 3/2/73 2 Howard 

4 Barker, Bryan P 6-2 186 6/28/64 7 SantaClara 

1 Hollis, Mike K 5-7 176 5/22/72 2 Idaho 

2 O'Neill, Pat P 6-1 200 2/9/71 3 Syracuse 

‘54 Hallock, Ty 1B 6-3 256 4/30/71 3 Michigan State 
66 Huntington, Greg G 6-4 302 9/22/70 4 PennState 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT. 


‘Tom Coughlin, Head Coach 
Chris Palmer, Offensive Coordinator; Dick Jauron, Defensive Coordinator; Pete Carmichael, 
Wide Receivers; Jerald Ingram, Running Backs, Mike Maser, Offensive Line; 

John Pease, Defensive Line; Larry Pasquale, Special Teams; Randy Edsall, Secondary, 
Fred Hoaglin, Tight Ends; Jerry Palmieri, Strength and Conditioning; Lucious Selmon, 
Outside Linebackers; Steve Szabo, Inside Linebackers; Joe Baker, Assistant Special Teams; 
Jeff Hurd, Assistant Strength and Conditioning 
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* Unrestricted Free Agent 


COLLEGE 


Carnell Lake 


(above, at top) 
will be joined 

in the Pittsburgh 
secondary by 
free agent 
Donnell Woolford 
(above, bottom). 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Quarterback hole or not, the Steelers won’ 


Stray from their hard-nosed personality. 


fter the Steelers were blown out of the 
playoffs, 28-3, by New England last Jan- 
uary, the Pittsburgh brass gathered to 
chart the team’s future course. They didn’t kid 
themselves. December had been a debacle, too, 
with three losses in four games and the failure to 
score more than 17 points in any of those games. 
They knew they couldn’t go any further with 
journeyman Mike Tomczak at quarterback. West- 
erm Pennsylvania was awash with rumors, the most 
persistent of which was that disgruntled former 
Falcons quarterback Jeff George would be signed 
to fill the position that had been the team’s weak 
spot since Neil O’Donnell defected 
to the Jets as a free agent after Super 
Bowl XXX. Tom Donahoe, the Steel- 
ers’ director of football operations, 
put an end to the George rumor. 
“That,” said Donahoe, “would be 
like Madonna marrying Bob Dole.” 


Total Offense 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 
Punt Returns 


Chemistry Test y 
Kick Returns 


Quarterback hole or not, the 
Steelers are still about team chem- 
istry. Kordell “Slash” Stewart, the 
running/passing goal-line threat, 
may not be an NFL quarterback. Jim 
Miller may not be any better than he 
was in his opening-game audition 
last year, after which he was demoted. Nev- 
ertheless, the Steelers will not stray from their 
hard-nosed personality, even if they have to 
make do with Tomezak once again. 

It won't be easy. NFL teams with plenty 
of room under their salary caps, especially 
expansion teams Carolina and Jack- 
sonville, were like buzzards picking at 
the Steelers’ carcass. In the opening 
weeks of free agency alone, Pitts- 
burgh lost starting cornerbacks Willie 
Williams and Deon Figures, pass 
rusher Ray Seals, wide receiver Ernie 
Mills, and, most grievously of all, 
Pro Bowl linebacker Chad Brown, 
who recorded 13 of the Steelers’ 
conference-high 51 sacks. By 
drafting Chad Scott, the Steel- 
ers said good-by to one of 
their all-time stars, battered 
cornerback Rod Woodson, 
who led the team with six 
interceptions. 


Against Pass 
Against Run 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Total Defense 272.6 


Points Allowed 16,1 


Cutting Their Losses 

If Scott, a safety from Maryland, can start right 
away, strong safety Carnell Lake could switch to 
cornerback, as he did two years ago when the Steel- 
ers won the AFC championship. Another rookie, 
Mike Vrabel of Ohio State, could help the deplet- 
ed pass rush. 

Lake, even playing out of position, may be the 
best cornerback left. He does it all, and last season 
he even returned a fumble against Jacksonville 85 
yards for a touchdown. Free-agent cornerback Don- 
nell Woolford was signed from Chicago. Myron Bell 
is likely to take Lake's job at strong safety, with free 
safety Darren Perry the lone 
holdover in the secondary. Kirk 
Pointer, a development-squad grad- 
uate, adds depth. 

With Brentson Buckner traded 
to Kansas City, nose tackle Joel 
Steed and right end Kevin Henry 
are the sole seasoned hands on the 
line. The inexperienced Orpheus 
Roye and Israel Rayborn will com- 
pete for Buckner’s position. 


321.3 
177.6 
143.7 
21.5 
40.7 
6.3 
22.1 


184.2 


ae) Steel Tough 


Linebacking remains the team’s 
strongest defensive area, even with- 
out Brown. Greg Lloyd returns at 
the right outside spot to reclaim his leader- 
ship role. Levon Kirkland, who does won- 

drous things with his bulk, plays alongside 
Lloyd in the 3-4 set. Jerry Olsavsky will be 
pressed by Earl Holmes at left inside line- 
backer. Jason Gildon had a strong sec 
ond half of the season in his first 

year as the left outside backer. 


Running for Cover 
Offensively, Pittsburgh 
will rise or fall once again 
with Jerome Bettis, whom 
they signed to a rich con- 
tract. Bettis rediscovered his 
enthusiasm after coming 
from St. Louis in a trade. 
He averaged 4.5 yards per 
carry and scored 11 touch- 
downs. His total of 1,431 


Greg Lloyd (at left) is back in 
business at outside linebacker. 
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Steclerw Fans: ay | 
GET READY TO RUMBLE! 


The AFC Central Champion Pittsburgh Steelers 
are determined to return to the Super Bowl this 
season, and nobody covers the Black & Gold like 
Steelers Digest, the official publication of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Published weekly August 

= through the playoffs and 
four times during the off- 
season, you get 26 big 
issues in all for only 
$39.95. No true Steelers 
fan should be without 
Steelers Digest. Order 
now and receive a Free 
Steelers 1997 Media 
Guide!* 
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; PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
the key stats Bill Cowher, Head Coach 


Chan Gailey, Offensive Coordinator; Jim Haslett, Defensive Coordinator; 
The Steelers had the AFC’s top defense, allowing just 272.6 ike Archer, Linebackers; David Culley, Wide Receivers; Dick Hoak, Running Backs; 


yards per game. Jerome Bettis was the first running back Tim Lewis, Defensive Backs; John Mitchell, Defensive Line; Mike Mularkey, Tight Ends; 


Tae NEL ESGeinalGou wardsiast cee Kent Stephenson, Offensive Line; Ron Zook, Special Teams 
in the 0 gain 1,000 yards last season. He set career- 

: 4 # QUARTERBACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
highs with 320 carries, 1,431 yards, and 11 touchdowns. § 46 miller, 210. 2/9/71 


Kordell Stewart's 80-yard touchdown was the longest § 19 Stewart, Kordell 212 10/16/72 2 Colorado 
scoring run by a quarterback in league history. NOT Bindnltieet ca tl 
# OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
72 Datney, Bernard 6-5 329 11/1/68 5 Tennessee 
63 Dawson, Dermontti C 6-2 288 6/17/65 9 Kentucky 
65 Jackson, John T 6-6 297 1/4/65 9 Eastern Kentucky 
62 Myslinski, Tom G 6-3 287 12/7/68 5 Tennessee 
68 Stai, Brenden G 64 307 3/90/72 2 Nebraska 
67 Stephens, Jaman T 6-5 315 1/9/74 1 North Carolina A&T 
73 Streelczyk, Justin G66 © 291 8/18/68 7 Maine 
66 Sweeney, Jim C 6-4 295 8/8/62 13. Pittsburgh 
77 Wolford, Will T 65 295 5/18/64 11 Vanderbilt 


#_ RUNNING BACKS HT WT __ BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

36 Bettis, Jerome RB 5-11 243 2/16/72 4 Notre Dame 

34 Lester, Tim RB 5-9 227 G/5/68 5 Eastern Kentucky 
25 MeAtee, Fred RB 5-10 193 6/20/68 6 Mississippi College 
20 Pegram, Erric RB 5-10 195 1/7/69 6 North Texas 

30 Phillips, Bobby RB 5-9 187 12/8/69 2 Virginia Union 
44 Richardson, Terry RB 6-1 204 10/8/71 3 Syracuse 

38 Witman, Jon RB 6-2 242 6/1/72 1 Penn State 


# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
80 Amold, Jahine WR 6-2 187 06/19/73 1 Fresno State 
85 Bailey, Henry WR 5-9 183 2/28/73 1 UNLV 
84 Botkin, Kirk TE 6-3 245 03/19/71 3 Arkansas 
87 Bruener, Mark TE 6-4 254 9/16/72 2 Washington 
86 Farquhar, John TE 6-6 240 3/22/72 1 Duke 
83 Holliday, Corey WR 6-2 208 1/31/71 2 North Carolina 
81 Johnson, Charles WR 6-1 193 1/3/72 3 Colorado 
81 Kearney, Jay WR 6-1 199 9/29/71 3 West Virginia 
86 Lyons, Mitch TE 64 265 5/13/70 4 Michigan State 
" 82 Thigpen, Yancey WR 6-1 206 8/15/69 6 Winston-Salem State 
Yancey Thigpen (at right, above) set a club record with 85 catches # DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
in 1995, but sat out more than half the ‘96 season with injuries. 98 Gibson, Oliver OT 6-2 283 3/15/72 2 Notre Dame 
76 Henry, Kevin DE 6-4 282 10/23/68 4 Mississippi State 


Boneh t ; ‘ “ + 98 Mayfield, Corey DT 6-3 302 2/25/70 5 Oklahoma 
yards rushing was second in the AFC. The playoffs mighthave $ Si pchatiger DE @a 289 DSHS. 1 NoaAebama 


been a cheerier time for the Steelers had he been fully healthy. 71 Roye, Orpheus DE 6-3 295 1/21/74 1 Florida State 
Erric Pegram ran for 509 yards and Stewart for 171, 80 of which # 93 Steed, Joe! NT 62 300 2/17/68 5 Colorado 


came on one play. # DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


The veteran Tomezak completed over 55 percentof his pass- {4° Bell Myron SOC IE RiGe ae sonayenae 


es for 2,767 yards and 15 touchdowns with 17 interceptions. 41 Flowers, Lethon CB 6-1 207 1/14/73 2 Georgia Tech 


ille vart'c ed for ji 2 er - #37 Lake, Carnell CB G1 210 7H5/67 8 UCLA 
Miller and Stewart combined for just 55 pass attempts Who 24 Oldham, Onis 58 193 109668 7 Oregon 
ever plays quarterback will be throwing to Andre Hastings, 39 perry, Darren SE Tarlo IaRGR Sole oe 


who caught a team-leading 72 passes; Charles Johnson, who § 23 Pointer, Kirk CB 5-11 178 2/13/74 1 Austin Peay 
finally blossomed with a 1,000-yard season; and the inconsis- # LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


tent Yancey Thigpen. The draft brought Will Blackwell of San 53 Conley Stee 1B G1 23 /Tay72 Aransas 
Diego State. Tight end Mark Bruener, mostly a blocker up until § 50 Holmes, Earl LB 6-1 238 4/28/73 1 Florida ARM 


now, will become more important to the passing game. 54 Jones, Donta 1B 6-2 226 g/27/72 2 Nebraska 

99 Kirkland, Levon LB 6-1 264 2/17/69 5 Clemson 
: _ 95 Lloyd, Grea LB 6-2 228 5/26/65 9 FortValley State 
Fine Line 55 Olsavsky, Jerry LB 6-1 221 3/29/67 8 Pittsburgh 


The offensive line dipped slightly in the playoffs, but it is § 57 Ravotti, Eric BE Ae ae 
an impressive unit. The constant is Dermontti Dawson, the cen- a m i a ian aT a To 
ter who will probably follow his predecessor, Mike Webster, to 4 iter Jesh P 63 215 7H470 1 Arizona 
the Hall of Fame. When Will Wolford was signed and switched figrgsrrrreag PISS WT BONE EXESOONLEGr 
to left guard, that stabilized the play of left tackle John Jackson. 29 Fuller, Randy CB 5-10 185 6/2/70 3 Tennessee State 
Justin Strzelezyk, who has bounced all over during his pro # % Sildon, Jason Plate elie NS WE pee 
zs ettled at right tackl chad tstandi B 88 Hastings, Andre* WR 6-1 190 11/7/70 4 Georgia 
career, settled at right tackle and had an outstanding year. Bren- $ g5 Hayes, Jonathan’ TE 6-5 248 8/11/62 12 lowa 
dan Stai underwent in-season elbow surgery and wasn’t the ¥ 90 Johnson, Bill* DE 6-4 311 12/9/68 5 Michigan State 
jards. He aie A 26 Woodson, Rod* CB 6-0 200 3/10/65 10 Purdue 
same player afterwards. He may be challenged by Jamain + tineal ed se ome 
Stephens, last year’s top draftee, who didn’t play a down. 
Rookie wide receiver Michael Adams of Texas could THE DRAFT 
upgrade the return game. The Steelers did not havea player $'RND Pick NAME WT COLLEGE 
in the top 10 in punt returns or kick returns. The punting could $a 203 Maryland 
3 s : ae res . 2 53 Will Blackwell 184 San Diego State 
be better as well. Josh Miller averaged 41 yards but had the JE FammEantEnN 303 Oregon 
lowest net average (33.6 yards) in the AFC. Norm Johnson hit 3 91 Mike Vrabel 270 Ohio State 
23 of 30 field goals and led the team with 106 points. Sa Strive oes, 204 San Diego State 
6 
7 


186 Daryl Porter 188 Boston College 
199 Rod Manuel 281 Oklahoma 
223 Michael Adams 184 Texas 


142 Street & Smith's Pro Football 


JAMES D, SMITH 


\ of 


The Bengals need 
a healthy Ki-Jana 
Carter (below). 


Dan Wilkinson 
(below, center) 
will be a force at 
nose tackle. 


CINCINAATI BENGALS 


Cincinnati lives with the pass, since no Bengals 


ae running back has gained 100 yards in 65 games. 


aybe the Bengals should have made 
the decision to change coaches, from 
David Shula to Bruce Coslet, a lot 
sooner. It took a huge cave-in against the 49ers in 
San Francisco, with Cincinnati dissipating a 21- 
point lead, which dropped the team record to 1-6. 
Once Coslet took over, the Bengals won seven of 
their last nine games. 


Coslet might have failed as head coach 
of the Jets, but he’s in his comfort zone in 
Cincinnati, where he played as a pro and 
then served as offensive 
coordinator under Sam 

Wyche. Now that he’s in 
full command, Coslet lured 
Dick LeBeau from Pitts- 
burgh to serve as his defen- 

= sive coordinator. LeBeau’s 
Steeler defense ranked third 

and second in the AFC in his 
two years in Pittsburgh. He spent 
the 12 previous seasons on the Ben- 
gals’ staff. LeBeau will install the 3- 
4 defense in Cincinnati with an 
emphasis on the type of zone blitz- 
ing which has been so effective for 
teams like Carolina and Pittsburgh. 
The draft was a mixed bag. Coslet welcomes 
two players who may help immediately: Florida 

State pass rusher Reinard Wilson and Michigan 
center Rod Payne. Also drafted were two out- 
standing college stars with depressing rap sheets: 
Washington running back Corey Dillon and Mia- 


Total Offense 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Against Pass 
Against Run 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Total Defense 341.8 


Points Allowed 23.1 


mi safety Tremain Mack. Dillon could be the sea- 
son-saving insurance policy for Ki-Jana Carter, and 
Mack could be a special-teams’ dynamo. 


The offense still lives with the pass, since no 
Cincinnati back has enjoyed a 100-yard day in 65 con- 
secutive games. That's O.K,, as long as quarterback 
Jeff Blake has a season as hot as his last five games, 
when his touchdown-pass to interception ratio was 
13-3, In that stretch, he threw for 1,376 of his 3,624 
yards. In his other games, Blake's ratio was 11-11. 
Part of that improvement can be attributed to 
Ken Anderson, who was promoted 
to offensive coordinator when 
Coslet, his old battery mate on the 
Bengals, became the head coach. 
Anderson and Coslet have worked 
well together. Before the coaching 
change, the Bengals averaged 18 
points per game; after the change, 
they averaged 28 per game. 

NEL cornerbacks are no match 
for wide receiver Carl Pickens, who 
has his way with them because of 
his size and speed. He caught 100 
A passes, a dozen for touchdowns. 

David Dunn, whose 24 third-down 
catches averaged 17 yards, may 
wrest the starting job from Darnay Scott, who had 
58 catches. If Marco Battaglia recovers from an 
unimpressive rookie year, he has a chance to over- 
take starting tight end Tony McGee, who is com- 
ing off a disappointing season. 


326.6 10 
2145 12 
112.1 13 
23.3 
44.3 
6.6 
20.8 


239.1 
102.7 


Still suffering the aftereffects of serious knee 
surgery, Carter, the 1995 draft’s top pick, ran for 
264 yards, averaging just 2.9 yards a carry. He lost 
his job to Garrison Hearst, who has since depart- 
ed via free agency for San Francisco. But Coslet did 
a wise thing last year. Trying to rehabilitate Carter’s 
confidence on the goal line, Coslet removed Hearst 
and gave the ball to Carter, who scored eight touch- 
downs. But he reported to mini-camp more than 
10 pounds overweight. If Carter can’t come back 
all the way, Dillon is option B. 

The Bengals need a big improvement in their 
offensive line, which surrendered 44 sacks. Kevin 
Sargent has to come back strong from surgery on 
a herniated neck disk to win the job at left tackle. 
That would allow Willie Anderson to be switched 


the key stats 
needs 79 catches to pass 
(417) as Cincinnati's career leader. The Bengals estab- 
lished a team mark with a league-high 34 interceptions. 
They were also first in the league in turnover differential 
(+19). is the NFL's all-time leader in field- 
goal percentage accuracy (81.25 on 104 of 128). 


to right tackle. Cincinnati matched New England’s offer sheet 
to left guard Rich Braham. Ken Blackman, tough but rough 
around the edges, is the right guard. Darrick Brilz is a 
dependable center. 


The key man in LeBeau’s new defense is linebacker James 
Francis, who could do for Cincinnati what Kevin Greene did 


Quarterback Jeff Blake (at left) threw 
for 3,624 yards and wide receiver 
Carl Pickens (above) caught 100 
passes for the Bengals last year. 


for Carolina. Francis had three sacks last year, but that num- 
ber could increase under the new setup. The draft was a dis- 
appointment because no quality linebacker was taken and lit 
tle depth was added. The returning starters are Steve Tovar 
on the inside and Ricardo McDonald on the outside. Ed Sut- 
ter of Baltimore was signed as a free agent. If Wilson can be 
restyled into the blitzer LeBeau wants—no small task—it could 
make a difference on the unit. He led the ACC with 11 sacks. 


Dan Wilkinson will try his third position in three seasons, 
nose tackle, in LeBeau’s 3-4 alignment. Cincinnati needs a huge 
season from Wilkinson and left end John Copeland in order to 
make a serious move toward the top of the AFC Central. Right 
end Jevon Langford is a promising pass rusher, but the Bengals 
need someone to stop the run. 

Cornerback Ashley Ambrose intercepted eight passes and 
went to the Pro Bow] and Jimmy Spencer played on the oth- 
er side. Strong safety Bracey Walker was re-signed. Free safe- 
ty Bo Orlando led the team with 139 tackles. 

The kicking game, with Doug Pelfrey and punter Lee 
Johnson, is strong. Mack could boost the return game, where 
the Bengals did not have a top 10 finisher in the league. 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Bruce Goslet, Head Coach = 
Ken Anderson, Offensive Coordinator; Dick LeBeau, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Coorti- 
‘nator; Paul Alexander, Offensive Line; Jim Anderson, Running Backs; Bob Wylie, Tight Ends 
Tim Krumrie, Defensive Line; Mark Duffner, Linebackers; Ray Horton, Defensive Backs; 
Al Roberts, Special Teams; John Garrett, Offensive Staff Assistant; Louie Cioffi, Defensive 
Staff Assistant; Kim Wood, Strength and Conditioning 


# QUARTERBACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

8 Blake, Jeff QB 6-1 202 12/4/70 5 East Carolina 
7 Esiason, Boomer QB 6-5 224 4/17/61 13 Maryland 

12 Joseph, Kerry QB 6-1 205 10/4/73 1 McNeese State 
4 Wilhelm, Erik QB 6-3 217 11/19/65 8 Oregon State 


# OFFENSIVE LINE EXP. COLLEGE 

71 Anderson, Willie 5 325 7/11/75 1 Auburn 

66 Blackman, Ken 6 315 11/8/72 1 linois 

65 Brilz, Darrick 3 287 2/14/64 10 Oregon State 

75 Brown, Anthony 5 310 11/6/72 2 Utah 

72 Brumfield, Scott 8 320 08/19/70 4 Brigham Young 
62 Gutierrez, Brock -4 290 9/25/73 1 Central Michigan 
60 Jones, Rod 315 1/11/74 1 Kansas 

76 Pollard, Trent -4 330 11/20/72 3. Eastern Washington 
77 Sargent, Kevin 284 3/31/69 5 Eastern Washington 
59 Truitt, Greg 235 12/8/65 3 Penn State 

61 Tuten, Melvin 305 11/11/71 2 Syracuse 

63 Walter, Joe 292 6/18/63 12 Texas Tech 


# RUNNING BACKS: COLLEGE 
21 Bieniemy, Eric 7 198 8/15/69. Colorado 
32 Carter, Ki-Jana RB 5-10 227 9/12/73 Penn State 
29 Cothran, Jeff RB 6-1 249 6/28/71 Ohio State 
31 Graham, Scottie RB 5-9 222 3/28/69 Ohio State 
RB 6-3 257 1/7/73 Penn State 


# RECEIVERS HT WT __ BORN. > COLLEGE 

‘89 Battaglia,Marco = TE «6-3. 250 1/25/73 Rutgers 

80 Dunn, David WR 6-3 210 6/10/72 Fresno State 
84 Hill, Jeff WR 5-11 178 9/24/72 Purdue 

85 Hundon, James WR 6-1 195 4/9/71 Portland State 
83 Jordan, Kevin WR 6-2 190 12/14/72 1 UCLA 

82 McGee, Tony TE 6-3 246 4/21/71 Michigan 

81 Pickens, Carl WR 6-2 206 3/23/70 Tennessee 
87 Sadowski, Troy TE 6-5 250 12/8/65 Georgia 

17 Twyner,Gunnard = WR 5-10 167 7/14/73 Western Illinois 


# DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT _BORN. COLLEGE 

92 Copeland, John DE 6-3 286 9/20/70 ‘Alabama 

90 Johnson, Tim DT 6-3 286 1/29/65 Penn State 

94 Langford, Jevon DE 6-3 275 2/6/74 Oklahoma State 
93 Morabito, Tim DT 6-3 288 10/12/73 1 Boston College 
70 Smith, Artie DT 6-4 285 5/15/70 Louisiana Tech 
79 Stallings, Ramondo DE 6-7 285 11/21/71 3 San Diego State 
67 von Oelhotfen, Kimo DT 6-4 300 1/30/71 Boise State 

99 Wilkinson, Dan DT 65 313 3/13/73 Ohio State 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS. P_ COLLEGE 

33 Ambrose,Ashley «CB. «5-10 1929/17/70 Mississippi Valley State 
27 Borgella, Jocelyn CB 5-10 180 8/26/71 Cincinnati 9 
24 Jones, Roger CB 5-9 175 4/22/69 Tennessee State 

31 Myers, Greg S 64 197 9/30/72 Colorado State 

26 Orlando, Bo S 510 180 4/3/66 West Virginia 

23 Sawyer, Corey cB 5-11 171 10/4/71 Florida State 

35 Shade, Sam S 61 191 6/14/73 ‘Alabama 

22 Spencer, Jimmy CB 5-9 180 3/29/69 Florida 

27 Walker, Bracey S 6-1 200 10/28/70 3 North Carolina 


# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN. > COLLEGE 

51 Dixon, Gerald LB 6-3 250 6/20/69 South Carolina 
50 Francis, James 1B 6-5 252 8/4/68 Baylor 

56 McDonald, Ricardo LB 6-2 240 11/8/69 Pittsburgh 
52 Neal, Randy LB 6-3 236 12/29/72 2 Virginia 

54 Sutter, Eddie LB 6-3 235 10/3/69 Northwestern 
58 Tovar, Steve LB 6-3 244 4/25/70 Ohio State 


B 53 Tumulty, Tom LB 6-2 242. 2/11/73 Pittsburgh 


# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
11 Johnson, Lee P 6-2 200 11/27/61 12 Brigham Young 
9 Pelfrey, Doug K 5-11 185 9/25/70 4 Kentucky 


#_ FREE AGENTS POS_HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
74 Braham, Rich G 6-4 290 11/6/70 3 WestVirginia 
55 Collins, Andre LB 6-1 231 5/4/68 7 PennState 
25 Jones, Rod* CB 6-0 185 3/31/64 11 SMU 
86 Scott, Darmay WR 6-1 180 7/7/72 3 SanDiego State 
91 Wallerstedt, Brett” LB 6-1 240 11/24/70 4 Arizona State 
37 Wheeler, Leonard © DB 6-0 198 1/15/69 5 Troy State 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 


THE DRAFT 


RND_ PICK NAME HT WT COLLEGE 
Reinard Wilson 259° Florida State 
Corey Dillon 220 Washington 
Rod Payne 4 305 Michigan 
‘Tremain Mack 195 Miami 
Andre Purvis 290 North Carolina 
Canute Curtis 250 = West Virginia 
Wiliam Gare 269° Michigan 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 
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NEW COACH, NEW ATTITUDE 


Head Coach Bruce Coslet brings @ new look and 
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VOLO ISS-4 Ying Benga are primed fora run at the Super 


4 new altitude to Cincinnati, and Jett Blake and 


Bowl. Follow the Bengals back to the top in BEN 
GAL REPORT, the publication Bengals fans have 
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Houston’s future 
is in the hands 
of quarterback 


Steve McNair 
(above). 


} 


Lame ducks or not, the Oilers have enough 
young offensive talent to be dangerous. 


he Oilers are the ultimate lame ducks. For 
T the second straight season they will play 

ina hostile city before small home crowds 
in the Astrodome while they await the exit to their 


new comfort zone, Nashville. The Oilers were 2-6 
at home last year, 6-2 on the road. 


Houston, We Have a Problem 
That can take the stomach out of a team as 
young as the Oilers. When few come to the 
game, and far fewer care whether the Oilers 
win or lose, it rips the incentive out of the play- 
ers. When they look forward to the road trips, 
it is a major handicap. Jeff 
Fisher, Houston's bright 
young head coach, has 
maintained a positive out- 
look, but how often can he 
tell his players to “think ahead to 
Nashville,” when they are still get- 
ting their haircuts and shopping 
in supermarkets in Houston? And 
three of the veterans who helped 
the Oilers stay focused last season 

are gone. 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Steve and Eddie 
Lame ducks or not, the Oilers 
have enough young talent to be 
dangerous this season. Their future is Steve 
MeNair passing the ball and Eddie 


George carrying it. McNair, groomed 

q and nurtured like a yearling for two 

years, begins running the stakes races 

this season. George, the former Heis- 

man Trophy winner, has already estab- 

lished his reputation. He had 1,368 yards rushing 
as a rookie. 

Fisher fired his offensive coordinator, Jerry 
Rhome, and installed veteran aide Les Steckel as 
McNair’s tutor. The patient handling seems to have 
equipped McNair with the right stuff. Unlike most 
young quarterbacks, McNair doesn’t often force 
the ball. He also knows when to take something 
off his rocket passes when a lighter touch is 
required. And his running ability may eventually 
be as important to the Oilers as Mark Brunell’s is 
to Jacksonville. 

George should have an expanded role under 
Steckel, who wants to use him as a receiver more 
often. There is depth on the roster, with Rodney 
Thomas, another good runner, and veteran third- 


Sacks 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 288.1 
Against Pass 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 19.9 
Interceptions 


down back Ronnie Harmon. Frank Wycheck, who 
played H-back as an Oiler, led the team with 53 
receptions and scored six touchowns. Steckel, how- 
ever, will try to find someone to play fullback more 
often, so Wycheck’s role may change. 

The strong-armed McNair has to become good 
friends with Chris Sanders, who has the speed to 
give the Oilers a dangerous deep threat. Sanders aver- 
aged 18.4 yards on his 48 catches, yet he has the capac- 
ity to contribute much more. Willie Davis is a tough 
receiver around the goal line. Rookie Joey Kent of 
Tennessee, who requires some polish, still caught 137 
passes for 13 touchdowns while playing with Pey- 
ton Manning the last two seasons. 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 


Running Line 

The front office did the right 
thing by re-signing left tackle Brad 
Hopkins, who has fully developed. 
That gives the Oilers a solid front 
line with the venerable Bruce 
Matthews, who was revitalized by 
a Pro Bowl year at left guard; Mark 
Stepnoski, who remains one of the 
NFL's top centers; and right guard 
Kevin Donnalley. Huge Jon Run- 
yan should make a run at Irv Eat- 
man’s job at right tackle. 

Across the line, Houston's 
defense did well enough against the run (a yield 
of just 86.6 yards per game and five touchdowns 
in 1996), but it was gouged in the air, giving up 24 
touchdowns. The Oilers need to apply more pres- 
sure and increase their sack total. 


Blaine Bishop (below) gives the Oilers’ a safety valve. 


315.5 
193.6 
121.9 
21.6 
43.7 
9.6 
21.5 


201.6 
86.6 
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HOUSTON OILERS 

Jeff Fisher, Head Coach 

Les Steckel, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Gregg Williams, Defensive Coordinator, Bart 
‘Andrus, Offensive Assistant/Quality Control; Greg Brown, Defensive Backs; 


O'Neill Gilbert, Linebackers; Jerry Gray, Defensive Assistant/Qualty Control; George Henshaw, 
Offensive Line/Tight Ends; Alan Lowry, Wide Receivers; Mike Munchak, Offensive Line; 


the key stats 
Al Del Greco had the longest field goal in the NFL in '96 
(86 yards). He was third in the league in scoring (131 
points). Eddie George was third in the AFC in rushing Rex Norris, Defensive Line; Russ Purnell, Special Teams; Sherman Smith, Running Backs; 
(1,368 yards). Steve McNair completed 61.5 percent of ‘Steve Watterson, Strength/Rehabilitation 
his passes for 1,197 yards. His 90.6 rating was higher # QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


i i 17 Krieg, Dave QB 6-1 202 10/20/58 17 Milton College 
than that of any starting quarterback in the conference. ‘9 McNair, Steve 0B 62 224 2/4/73 2 Alcorn State 


16 Ritchey, James QB 62 218 7/10/73 Stephen F. Austin 


# OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
77 Donnalley, Kevin G 6-5 305 6/10/68 North Carolina 

75 Eatman, Irv T 67 305 1/1/61 UCLA 

60 El-Mashtoub,Hicham C 6-2 288 5/11/72 Arizona 

71 Hayes, Melvin 6-6 329 4/28/73 Mississippi State 
72 Hopkins, Brad 6-3 306 9/5/70 Minos 

66 Layman, Jason 65 306 7/29/73 Tennessee 

74 Matthews, Bruce 6-5 298 8/8/61 Southern California 
64 Norgard, Erik 61 282 11/4/65 Colorado 

67 Reid, Jim 6-6 306 2/13/71 Virginia 

69 Runyan, Jon 6-7 308 11/27/73 1 Michigan 

53 Stepnoski, Mark 6-2 269 1/20/67 Pittsburgh 


RUNNING BACKS WT BORN ‘COLLEGE 
32 Archie, Mike RB 5-8 205 10/14/72 1 Penn State 
27 George, Eddie RB 6-3 232 9/24/73 Ohio State 
33 Harmon, Ronnie RB 5-11 200 5/7/64 lowa 

20 Thomas, Rodney RB 5-10 213. 3/30/73 Texas A&M 


RECEIVERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
‘86 Davis, Willie WR 6-1 181 10/10/67 6 Central Arkansas 
21 Gray, Mel WR 5-9 171 3/16/61 11 Purdue 


87 McKeehan, James TE 6-3 251 8/9/73 2 TexasASM 
Houston RB Eddle George (at left), 80 Roan, Michael TE 63 251 8/29/72 2 Wisconsin 


rs 2 

the rookie of the year, followed the © 95 Russell, Derek WR 6-1 195 7/22/69 6 Arkansas, 

Jead of veteran guard Bruce 81 Sanders, Chris WR 6-1 184 5/8/72 2 Ohio State 

Matthews (above, center). 82 Wilson, Sheddrick WR 6-2 210 11/23/73 1 Louisiana State 
89 Wycheck, Frank TE 63 247 10/14/71 4 Maryland 


DEFENSIVE LINE WI BORN COLLEGE 


‘94 Burton,Kendrick =—»sdDE-«G-5 288 9/7/73 Alabama 
Coping With Losses 78 Cook, Anthony OT 6-3 293 5/30/72 South Carolina State 


The defense suffered two major losses which it couldn't afford. $1 Eras, Jxh Ca hrest eaiiey pre 
Linebacker Micheal Barrow signed with Carolina, and Cris % 92 Ford, Henry DE 6-3 284 10/30/71 Arkansas 

iehman etl » coverage’corner, signed) with #2 Heleoin Mike OT 6-4 294 7/1/73 Pittsburgh 
DISA any SHI a eHOn Be COuts Begum eU ae oe 97 Mix, Bryant DE 6-3 301 7/28/72 1 Alcorn State 
Washington. The loss of Barrow is devastating, not only § 96 walker, Gary DT 6-2 285 2/28/73 ‘Auburn 


because of his skill and leadership, but because of the variety $ 99 Young, Robert DE 6-6 273 1/29/69 Mississippi State 
of roles he filled so effectively. Houston released longtime |aEE=ISIS7NS COLLEGE 


i » linebacke: p) ci i ii 30 Dorsett, Anthony CB 5-11 Pittsburgh 
middle linebacker Al Smith, replacing him with Barron 30 Dorset, Antnony 0B S11 203. sha/7a 1 Psu 
Wortham. Joe Bowden is the most complete linebacker. bo Lowe, Daryl Cairn bbl estioNeeaviet ata 


The top sacker was end Anthony Cook (7.5). Gary Walk- § 31 Robertson, Marcus S_ 5-11 197 10/2/69 lowa State 
esa 7 eo 37 Robinson, Rafael © S_5-11 200 06/19/69 5 Wisconsin 

erand Henry Ford are the starting tackles, with Robert Young 26 Stewart, Rayna cB S10 192 6/18/73 INSABaHATHOna. 
at right end. Defensive end Kenny Holmes of Miami, the 

; ; arte : # LINEBACKERS COLLEGE 
team’s No. 1 draft choice, is primarily a pass rusher. He is not s5- powder ine POTATO nUnerea 
yet strong enough against the run and could struggle as a ¥ 51 Hall, Lemanski 229 11/24/70 3 Alabama 

Sunt heisable 2 ; > big line: ; 57 Jones, Lenoy 232 9/25/74 1 Texas Christian ‘ 
rookie until he is able to take on some of the big linemen who 50 Killens, Terry 232 3/24/74 1 Penn State Si 
will be blocking him. Bryant Mix could make a move in his @ 51 Marts, Lonnie 240 11/10/68 6 Tulane 
second pro season. Lonnie Marts was signed asa free agent fgryremr=ry a Neeeerareter 
from Tampa Bay, where he thrived under Tony Dungy’s § 3 Del Greco, Al K 5-10 200 9/2/62 13 Auburn 


defensive system. He had seven sacks, a total the Oilers, of § 7 "ob Reagie wR Seo vel! 
i # FREE AGENTS IS_ HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE iS 
COR VENUES NS. 23 Bishop, Blaine S 5-9 197 7/24/70 4 Ball State io 
39 Cole, Lee* CB 5-11 188 6/25/74 1 Arizona State Pes 
Secondary Schooled 83 Floyd, Malcolm WR 6-0 194 12/29/72 3 Fresno State 


ot Si * 4 tal 88 Lewis, Roderick TE 6-5 254 6/9/71 3° Arizona 

Veteran Steve Jackson was re-signed and should fill Dish~ 5 te som pea bad eet CS tach Oe 
man’s spot at left corner since rookie Denard Walker doesn’t # 90 Roberson, James* DE 63 275 5/3/71 1. Florida State 
appear ready. The rest of the secondary is capable, with Blaine § 52 Wortham,Baron LB 5-11 244 11/1/69 3 Texas-El Paso 


Bishop at strong safety, Marcus Robertson at free safety, and Decent at MK, 


Darryll Lewis at right cornerback. Rayna Stewart is a rising TH E DRAFT 
star at safety. RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 
Derrick Mason of Michigan State, one of the best kickoff 1 18 Kenny Holmes DE 6-4 270 Miami 
and punt returners in the Big Ten, is likely to push Mel Gray & ey Lets fi me a the Aes 
out of a job. Al Del Greco, with 131 points, was a large part SI Sat saviaoy CT) ESO 2a) Weshinginrsute Listy 
of the Oiler offense. Punter Reggie Roby had a career high 25 98 Derrick Mason WR 5-10 193 Michigan State atte 


ts land inside the 10-yard line. 107 Pratt Lyons DE 6-5 278 TroyState 
puntelendinede thes0-y 143. George McCullough © DB 5-10 187 Baylor 


181 Dennis Stallings 1B 6-0 234 Iinois 
216 Armon Williams 1B 6-0 223 Arizona 


Se 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


he salary cap curses many NFL teams, but 
T Baltimore more than most. The Ravens 

can’t seem to figure out how to deal with 
it. They’re still harnessed by unrealistic contracts 
they handed out to players no longer with the 
team, a hangover from the giddy reaction to an 
unusual 11-5 season in 1994, 


Nevermore? 

That’s why they lost players they couldn’t 
afford to lose. Once again team owner Art Modell 
will not win the NFL executive of the year. Cleve- 
land may be better off with the expansion team that 
is scheduled to arrive in 1999. The 
Ravens are counting on too many 
uncertainties: quarterback Vinny 
Testaverde, running back Bam Mor- 
ris, and tight end Eric Green. 


Total Offense 
Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Three to Get Ready 
Testaverde had a career season 
in ‘96, leading the AFC in touch- 
down passes. He became the first 
quarterback from a sub-.500 team to 
throw for at least 4,000 yards (4,177) 
and 30 touchdowns (33). He flour- 
ished under the sensitive handling 
of coach Ted Marchibroda and was 
selected to his first Pro Bowl. 
Yet the passing game isa fragile structure, 
and Testaverde’s protective cocoon has 
been disturbed. How he will react to 
” the turmoil in the offensive line will 

be the key factor. 

The troubled Morris was not 
Set) cleared from his league-imposed 
drug suspension until week six 
of the 1996 season. In the last 
seven games, however, he 
was the AFC’s leading 
yy rusher. He finished the 
season with 737 yards. The 
Ravens think they can 
count on him for the 
future. Good luck. With Car- 
well Gardner now a Charg- 
er, the fail-safe for Marchi- 
broda is third-round pick 
Jay Graham of Tennessee. 


Against Pass 


te Against Run 
Baltimore’s deep 


threat, Michael 
Jackson (above). 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Vinny Testaverde (left) had a 
career year with the Ravens, 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 


Total Defense 368.1 


The Ravens arranged an instant pass rush with 
the acquisition of three players in late April. 


Green's checkered past is just part of the wor- 
ry with him. The massive tight end could bea vital 
target for Testaverde, but there is no assurance that 
his surgically repaired right knee will hold up. In 
case it doesn’t, incumbent Brian Kinchen is always 
ready to play. 


Two for the Show 
Testaverde has a pair of 1,000-yard receivers in 
Michael Jackson, who caught 76 passes for 1,201 
yards and 14 touchdowns, and Derrick Alexander, 
who caught 62 passes for 1,099 yards and nine touch- 
downs. They were the top scoring duo in the league. 
If return ace Jermaine Lewis devel- 
ops, he could push Floyd Turner as 
the slot receiver. 
357.7 3 
248.6 2 
109.1 14 
23.2 6 
43.2 T12 
9.4 T18 
20.2 


Line Drives 

Center Steve Everitt defected to 
the Eagles via free agency and Wal- 
ly Williams, his successor, suffered 
aruptured Achilles tendon in mini- 
camp and will be unavailable until 
at least midseason. Into the breach 
steps Jeff Mitchell, a smart rookie 
from Florida whose own senior sea- 
if son was ended prematurely by a 
30 T25 broken ankle. Jonathan Ogden, last 

year’s super rookie, moves from left 
guard to left tackle. Huge Jeff Blackshear becomes 
the left guard, with journeyman Leo Goeas taking 
over at right guard and Orlando Brown at right 
tackle. Ogden, Brown, and Blackshear are all over 
320 pounds. 

There is plenty of opportunity on the defensive 
line. The Ravens gave up on tackle Dan Footman 
and they have been trying to replace journeyman 
Tim Goad. Ends Anthony Pleasant and Rob Bur- 
nett were hurt last year. The coaches like Larry Web- 
ster, but he's returning from a drug suspension. 


248.1 
120 


Points Allowed 27.6 


Prospects for Improvement 

There's help on the defensive horizon. The 
Ravens may have arranged an instant pass rush 
within 10 days in late April by signing Mike 
McCrary of Seattle, drafting Florida State’s Peter 
Boulware, and beating several other teams to Indi- 
anapolis free agent Tony Siragusa. McCrary tied 
Buffalo’s Bruce Smith for the AFC sack lead (13.5). 
He virtually came out of nowhere midway through 
last season after three years of obscurity. The 
Ravens are gambling that he isn’t a one-year won- 
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the key stats 
The Ravens set a league mark with three two-point con- 
versions vs. New England on October 6. They were last 
in the NFL in total defense, pass defense, and fumble 
recoveries (seven). Bam Morris led the team in rushing 
(737 yards) and Michael Jackson led in receptions (76). 
Michael McCrary tied for the AFC lead with 13.5 sacks. 


der. Boulware was a down lineman in college, but the Ravens 
will use him as their outside linebacker on the strong side, a 
demanding assignment, especially for a rookie. As for Sira- 
gusa, not only is he one of the league's better tackles against 
the run, but he will free McCrary and Boulware by occupy- 
ing blockers. 

Virginia linebacker Jamie Sharper, Penn State cornerback 
Kim Herring, and Louisville linebacker Tyrus McCloud, all 
rookies, should help. Sharper and Herring, in fact, have a 
chance to start. Ray Lewis, who did sterling work at middle 
linebacker as a rookie last season, is another defender who 
should benefit by the protection he'll get from Siragusa, Sharp- 
er could work his way into the lineup by late in the season. 
Mike Croel and Mike Caldwell are the uneasy incumbents 
at outside linebacker. 

If second-year corner Deron Jenkins is helped by the new 
pass rush, he could team with veteran Antonio Langham to 
make this one of the Ravens’ strongest defensive positions. 
With Eric Turner gone to Oakland, Donny Brady moves from 
corner to free safety. Stevon Moore and Rondell Jones occu- 
py strong safety. 

Lewis averaged 9.4 yards per punt return and 21.5 yards 
on kickoff returns as a rookie. He is capable of improving on 
those numbers. Matt Stover, who hit 13 of 14 field-goal 
attempts inside 39 yards and 19 of 25 overall, and punter Greg, 
Montgomery (43.8-yard average) stabilize the kicking game. 
The Ravens recovered just seven fumbles and were next to last 
in the conference in turnover differential (-11). 


Ray Lewis (at left, below) and Jonathan Ogden (at right, below) 
made immediate impacts for Baltimore as rookies last season. 
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Ted Marchibroda, Head Coach 
Kirk Ferentz, Assistant Head CoactvOffense; Marvin Lewis, Defensive Coordinator, 
Maxie Baughan, Linebackers; Jacob Burney, Defensive Line; Al Lavan, Running Backs; 


LTIMORE RAVEN 


Richard Mann, Wide Receivers; Alvin Reynolds, Defensive Backs; Jerry Simmons, Strength 


‘and Conditioning; Don Strock, Quarterbacks; Ken Whisenhunt, Tight Ends; 
Lester Erb, Quality Control/Special Teams; Jim Schwartz, Quality Control/Defense 


#_ QUARTERBACKS 


HT WT BORN EXP, 


COLLEGE 


6 Otis, Scott OB 
12 Testaverde, Vinny OB 
10 Zeier, Eric aB 


# OFFENSIVE LINE 
70 Arvie, Herman 
77 Brown, Orlando 
79 Goeas, Leo 
64 Isaia, Sale 
67 Neujahr, Quentin 
75 Ogden, Jonathan 
63 Wiliams, Wally 


# RUNNING BACKS 
21 Byner, Earnest RB 
33 Morris, Bam RB 


# RECEIVERS 
82 Alexander, Derrick = WR 
85 Ethridge, Ray wR 
88 Kinchen, Brian TE 
84 Lewis, Jermaine == WR 
83 Roe, James wR 


DEFENSIVE LINE 
90 Burnett, Rob 

78 Footman, Dan 
94 Frederick, Mike 
73 Goad, Tim 

97 Jones, James 
99 McCrary, Michael 
98 Siragusa, Tony 


#t_ DEFENSIVE BACKS 

36 Booth, Isaac 

24 Brady, Donny 

42 Brew, Dorian 

25 Jenkins, DeRon 

31 Jones, Rondel! 

38 Langham, Antonio 

27 Moore, Stevon s 
37 Thompson, Bennie s 


# LINEBACKERS 
52 Lowis, Ray 1B 
59 Powell, Craig iB 


#_ KICKERS 
2 McLaughlin, Steve -K 
9 Montgomery, Greg P 
3 Stover, Matt K 


# FREE AGENTS POS 
43 Adams,Vashone* = S 
23 Baldwin, Randy* RB 
56 Caldwell, Mike* iB 
‘55 Clark, Sedric* iB 
51 Croel, Mike* iB 
53 Daniels, Dexter* ny 
36 Dowden, Corey* cB 
91 Fortune, Elliott* oT 
‘50 Goganious, Keith LB 
86 Green, Eric* Te 
48 Hartley, Frank* Te 
81 Jackson, Michael* WR 


SAGE 98 Pleasant, Anthony* DE 


SSS 87 Turner, Floyd® wR 
57 Williams, Jerrol* LB 


NAME 
Peter Boulware 
Jamie Sharper 
Kim Herring 
Jay Graham 
Tyrus McCloud 
Jeff Mitchell 
Steve Lee 
Cornell Brown 
Chris Ward 
Wally 
Ralph Staten 
Leland Taylor 


Bo uo pick 
1 4 


casi 


ardson 


65 230 9/28/72 
6-5 227 11/13/63 10 
6-1 205 96/72 2 


HT WT BORN EXP, 
305 10/12/70 
340 11/12/70 
300 8/15/66 
315 6/13/72 
285 1/30/71 
320. 7/31/74 
305 02/19/71 


HT WT BORN EXP. 
5-10 215 9/15/62 13 
6-1 246 1/13/72 


HT WT BORN, 
62 195 11/6/71 3 
5-10 180 12/12/68 
6-2 240 8/6/65 
5-7 172 10/16/74 
6-2 185 8/23/74 


HT WT BORN 
6-4 280 8/27/67 
6-5 290 1/13/69 
6-5 280 8/6/72 
6-3 280 2/28/66 
6-2 290 2/6/69 
6-4 267 7/7/70 
6-3 320 5/14/67 


Xi 
7 

4 

2 

9 

6 

4 

7 

HT WT BORN _EXi 
63 190 5/23/71 3 
2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

8 

EXP. 


aan 


6-2 195 11/24/73 
5-10 182 07/19/74 
5-11 185 11/14/73 
62 210 5/7/71 

6-1 180 7/31/72 
5-11 210 2/9/67 

6-1 214 2/10/63 


HT WT __BORN 
6-1 235 5/15/75 1 
6-4 235 11/13/71 2 


HT WT BORN EXP. 
167 10/2712 
215 10/29/64 9 
5-11 178 1/27/68 6 


HT WT BORN EXP 
5-10 196 9/12/73 2 
5-10 216 8/19/67 
6-2 235 8/31/71 
62 245 1/28/73 
6-3 240 6/6/69 

6-1 241 12/8/73 
511 190 7/7/71 

6-4 275 5/28/74 
6-3 245 12/7/68 
6-5 285 6/22/67 
6-2 268 12/15/67 
6-4 195 4/12/69 
6-5 280 1/27/68 
5-11 199 5/29/66 
6-4 245 7/5/67 

* Unrestricted Froe Agent 


THE DRAFT 
POS 


HT WT 
6-4 255 
6-3 240 
11 210 
220 
250 
300 
265 
240 
275 
225 
205 
305 


4 
K 
0 

-0 
3 

4 
3 
3 
e 


Glenville State 
Miami 

Georgia 

COLLEGE 

Grambling 

South Carolina State 
Hawaii 

UCLA 

Kansas State 

UCLA 

Florida A&M. 


COLLEGE 
East Carolina 


3. Texas Tech 
EXP. COLLEGE 


Michigan 
Pasadena City College 
Louisiana State 
Maryland 

Norfolk State 


P. COLLEGE 


‘Syracuse 
Florida State 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
Northern lowa 
Wake Forest 
Pittsburgh 


P. COLLEGE 


California 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 
Tennessee 
North Carolina 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Grambling 


‘COLLEGE 
‘Miami 
Ohio State 


COLLEGE 
‘Arizona 
Michigan State 
Louisiana Tech 


COLLEGE 

Eastern Michigan 
Mississippi 

Middle Tennessee St, 
Tulsa 

Nebraska 

Florida 

Tulane 

Georgia Tech 

Penn State 

Liberty 

Minois 

Southern Mississippi 
Tennessee State 
Northwest Louisiana 
Purdue 


COLLEGE 
Florida State 
Virginia 
Penn State 
Tennessee 
Louisville 
Florida 
Indiana, 
Virginia Tech 
Kentucky 
Penn State 
Alabama 
Louisville 


Boe 


Me 
x 


Predicted order 
of finish 


* wild card 


AFC WEST 


The Broncos will make sure there are no stops 
this year on their way to the Super Bowl. 


he Denver Broncos were 12-1 when they 
clinched everything clinchable in the AFC 
last December, and then they lost their 
focus. What they have to do now is pay attention. 
With quarterback John Elway at age 37, they may 
not get another chance. 


Denver Broncos 

Still gnashing their teeth over the way their 
best-laid plans went into the dumper last January, 
the Broncos did all the right things during the off- 
season. Concerned that left tackle Gary Zimmer- 
man might retire, they traded a second-round pick 
to Baltimore for Tony Jones. They signed hard- 
blocking fullback Howard Griffith of Carolina to 
give added protection to Elway. Then they signed 
another good receiver, Willie Green, of the Pan- 
thers. In April, they signed free-agent defensive 
end Neil Smith. 


Seattle Seahawks* 

The Seahawks became aggressive in the free- 
agent market, and that may be what puts them 
back in the playoffs for the first time since 1988. 
Chad Brown, Pittsburgh’s Pro Bowl linebacker (13 
sacks), joins the pass rush. Willie Williams, who 
led the AFC in interceptions as a Steeler in ‘95, will 
bea starting cornerback. 

Now that John Friesz is the undisputed leader 
at quarterback, he has to get more out of sensa- 
tional wide receiver Joey Galloway. If there is sta- 
bility in the offensive line, the Seahawks may get 
more than the 1,535 rushing yards that Chis War- 
ren and Lamar Smith provided. 


Oakland Raiders 

The division dark horse is Oakland thanks to 
Jeff George. If the temperamental quarterback has 
finally matured, a development on which owner 
Al Davis gambled, the Raiders could become more 
than just a caricature of their former selves. George 
has the arm to reactivate the vertical passing game 
Davis loves so dearly. 

In eight of the Raiders’ nine losses, the margin 
of defeat was seven points or less. Davis also gam- 
bled that Desmond Howard, the Super Bowl MVP, 
can be the difference as kick returner or receiver in 
at least a couple of the close games this year. 


Kansas City bore the appearance of a team that 
grew old in last year’s stretch run. The “help-want- 


Terrell Davis (above) has the Broncos on the run. 


ed” sign is out all over the roster. There was the 
usual reflex action at quarterback, with the Chiefs 
reaching out for another ex-49er. This time it’s Elvis 
Grbac, who had a few good moments and some 
mediocre ones in relief of Steve Young. 

The Chiefs spent the money to re-sign line- 
backer Derrick Thomas, who had 13 sacks last year, 
but bade good-by to pass rusher Neil Smith. The 
key offensive player will be running back Greg Hill, 
who began to realize his potential late last season. 


San Diego Chargers 

Since they advanced to Super Bow! XXIX, the 
Chargers are merely 17-17, and they look every bit 
of it. Bobby Ross, who coached the Super Bowl 
team, is now in Detroit, and many of the best play- 
ers are scattered throughout the NFL. San Diego's 
best hope is that there will be a better relationship 
between new coach Kevin Gilbride and GM Bob- 
by Beathard. 

The Chargers have some stars—wide receiver 
Tony Martin, linebacker Junior Seau, strong safe- 
ty Rodney Harrison, and free-agent defensive end 
William Fuller—but not enough of them. Their run- 
ning game hasn't recovered from the disposal of 
Natrone Means, and the signing of Baltimore’s Car- 
well Gardner isn’t likely to ease the pain. 
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ill the Broncos get a second chance? 
That depends on whether John 
Elway can still play quarterback as if 


Steve Atwater he were five years younger. If his body reacts like 

(below) leads that of most 37-year-old quarterbacks, then 1996, 

Denver's with its frustrating finale, will have been Denver's 
#, secondary. last hurrah. As Elway goes, so go the Broncos. 


There were four AFC quarterbacks who accu- 
mulated more passing yards than Elway last year, 
but with Terrell Davis carrying the ball 345 times 
_ for 1,538 yards, both conference highs, and pick- 
ing up 108 first downs, Elway, the 

AFC's most efficient passer, did- 
= n't have to throw nearly as 
b much. The galling playoff loss 
to Jacksonville can't be blamed 

on him, either. 

"I don't believe that was his last 
chance," said coach Mike Shana- 
han. "We'll come back in full force, 
and we'll have the same goals. We'll 
get the job done." In his first sea- 
son in Denver in 1995, Shana- 
han compiled an 8-8 record. 

Then he blazed through 

the '96 regular season, 

blowing away just about 

every opponent before the Broncos fell 
on their noses against Jacksonville in the playoffs. 


Denver still has great promise. Even with all 
the free-agent signings within the AFC West, the 


ca ect nse Broncos have the most balanced offense. They led 
(below, left the NFL in four categories: rushing yards, com- 
to right): bined yards gained, third-down efficiency, and 
Shannon Sharpe, average time of possession. 

John Elway, The offense was tinkered with during the off- 


and Terrell Davis. _ season to make it more potent. Tired of waiting for 


Despite the free-agent signings within the AFC 
West, Denver has the most balanced offense. 


expensive ex-Charger Anthony Miller (56 recep- 
tions) to recapture his prime, the Broncos signed 
Willie Greene (46 receptions) of Carolina. He won't 
be nearly as spectacular as Miller, but he'll be val- 
ued for his dependability. Another ex-Panther, full- 
back Howard Griffith, was signed to give Elway 
improved protection. 

Ed McCaffrey isn't going to burn anyone deep, 
but he runs dependable routes and had seven 
touchdowns among his 48 catches. He'll be com- 
plemented by Greene and Rod Smith. The most 
welcome signing was one of Denver's own, tight 
end Shannon Sharpe, whose 80 catches included 

10 for touchdowns. Dwayne Car- 
swell is the blocking tight end. 


Anticipating the retirement of 

Pro Bowl left tackle Gary Zimmer- 

man, Denver traded with Baltimore 

to acquire Tony Jones. The quality 

of the line drops off with the depar- 

ture of Zimmerman. Left guard 

Mark Schlereth underwent his 16th 

knee surgery. Center Tom Nalen 

and right guard Brian Habib are 

solid. Journeyman right tackle Brod- 

erick Thompson will be challenged 

by Harry Swayne, the battered ex-Charger, and 

Jamie Brown. The Broncos used one of their three 

draft choices for guard /center Dan Neil of the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 


On defense Shanahan hopes Alfred Williams 
has another year like the one he had last season. 
But Shanahan also hopes that free agent Neil 
Smith does not repeat his sub-par performance of 
96. Kansas City gave up on Smith, who has been 
one of the great pass rushers of the '90s, after he 
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the key stats 
The Broncos were first in the NFL in rushing offense and 
rushing defense. has 86 career sacks. 
the AFC’s top-rated quarterback in '96, needs 
1,970 passing yards to pass Fran Tarkenton (47,003) for 
second place in the NFL record book. led 
the AFC with 1,848 yards from scrimmage. 


Wide receiver Ed McCaffrey (at right, above) is a reliable target. 


slumped to six sacks. Shanahan thinks he'll get more out of 
Smith than he got out of Dan Williams. Williams, Denver’s 
right end, had 13 sacks. The top draft pick, Clemson's Trevor 
Pryce, will get a chance to start at left tackle alongside Michael 
Dean Perry. 

John Mobley is a rare physical talent at weakside line- 
backer, but his small-college background led to a lot of rook- 
ie errors. If Mobley doesn't improve markedly in pass cover- 
age, then Shanahan may use free agent Godfrey Myles. Allen 
Aldridge returns at middle linebacker and Bill Romanows- 
ki, who had a superior season, returns at strongside linebacker. 
Strong safety Tyrone Braxton led the AFC with nine inter- 
ceptions and Steve Atwater, who has lost some speed, is still 
the leader at free safety. Ray Crockett had one of his better 
seasons at left corner. The right side is a jumble, with Tory 
James and Darrius Johnson competing for a starting position. 


Age is a problem in the secondary. It's vital that either 
James or Johnson—but preferably both—is able to contribute 
this season. Braxton is 33 and Atwater 31, so rookie Corey 
Gilliard of Ball State will provide needed depth at safety. The 
Broncos had their fewest draft choices in history, three, so it's 
important that Gilliard be ready to play immediately. 

The best news on the special teams was the signing of ex- 
Charger Darrien Gordon, who led the AFC with a 14.9-yard 
punt-return average. He could get into the cornerback derby, 
too. Eleven AFC kickers had a better field-goal percentage 
than Jason Elam. He led the team in scoring (109 points) but 
hit just seven of 13 attempts beyond the 40, even in that thin 
Colorado air. Tom Rouen finished 11th in the AFC in punt- 
ing. Vaughn Hebron's 24.4-yard average on kickoff returns 
helped give the Broncos favorable field position. 


Street & Sncith’s Pro Football 


Mike Shanahan, Head Coach, 

Alex Gibbs, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Greg Robinson, Defensive Coordinator; 

Gary Kubiak, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Frank Bush, Linebackers; Rich Tuten, 

Strength and Conditioning; Barney Chavous, Assistant Offensive Line/Assistant Strength & 

Conditioning; Rick Dennison, Special Teams; Ed Donatell, Defensive Backs; George Dyer, 
Defensive Line; Mike Heimerdinger, Wide Receivers; Brian Pariani, Tight Ends; Ricky Porter, 
Offensive Assistant; Greg Saporta, Assistant Strength & Conditioning; Rick Smith, Defensive 

Assistant; John Teerlinck, Pass Rush Specialist; Bobby Turner, Running Backs 


6 Brister, Bubby OB 6-3 207 8/15/62 11 Northeast Louisiana 

7 Elway, John QB 6-3 215 6/28/60 14 Stanford 

8 Lewis, Jett QB 6-2 215 4/17/73 1 Northern Arizona 

71 Adams, Scott T 66 315 9/28/66 5 Georgia 

63 Alex, Keith G 64 307 6/9/69 4 TexasA&M 

60 Banks, Chris G 6-1 286 4/4/73 1 Kansas 

70 Brown, Jamie T 68 320 4/24/72 2 FloridaA&M 

63 Diaz-Infante, David G 6-3 292 3/31/64 10 San Jose State 

75 Habib, Brian G 6-7 299 12/2/64 8 Washington 

62 Jones, John G 61 309 12/8/72 1 Kansas 

66 Jones, Tony T 6-5 295 5/24/66 9 Western Carolina 

66 Nalen, Tom C 63 280 5/13/71 3 Boston College 

64 Nutten, Tom G 6-4 295 6/8/71 2 Western Michigan 

69 Schlereth, Mark G 6-3 278 1/25/66 8 Idaho 

72 Swayne, Harry T 65 295 2/2/65 10 Rutgers 

26 Burkett, Jeremy. RB 6-1 215 4/15/73 1 Colorado State 

30 Davis, Terrell RB 5-11 200 10/28/72 2 Georgia 

30 Griffith, Howard RB 6-1 240 11/17/67 4 Illinois 

22 Hebron, Vaughn RB 5-8 195 10/7/70 4 Virginia Tech 

29 Lynn, Anthony RB 6-3 230 12/21/68 4 Texas Tech 

42 Smith, Detron RB 5-10 234 2/25/74 1 Texas A&M 

24 Willis, Jamal RB 6-2 218 12/12/72 2 Brigham Young 

89 Carswell, Dwayne TE 6-3 261 1/18/72 3 Liberty 

86 Chamberlain, Byron TE 6-1 240 40/17/71 2 Wayne State (NE) 

15 Gamble, David WR 6-1 190 6/14/71 1 New Hampshire 

86 Green, Willie WR 6-4 188 4/2/66 6 Mississippi 

82 Jeffers, Patrick WR 6-3 217 2/2/73 1 Virginia 

‘87 McCaffrey, Ed WR 6-5 215 8/17/68 6 Stanford 

83 Miller, Anthony WR 5-11 190 4/15/65 9 Tennessee 

84 Sharpe, Shannon © TE 6-2 230 6/26/68 7 Savannah State 

80 Smith, Rod WR 6-1 190 5/15/70 2 Missouri Southern 

98 Barber, Kurt DE 6-4 260 1/5/69 5 Southern California 

67 Campbell, Mark DE 6-1 290 9/12/72 1 Florida 

79 Geathers, Jumpy DT 6-7 290 6/26/60 13 Wichita State 

96 Hasselbach, Harald DE 6-6 280 9/22/67 3 Washington 

72 Jones, Ernest DT 6-2 255 4/1/71 2 Oregon 

95 Perry, Michael Dean DT 6-1 290 8/27/65 9 Clemson 

90 Smith, Neil DE 6-4 273 4/10/66 9 Nebraska 

98 Tanuvasa, Maa DT 6-2 277 11/6/70 2 Hawaii 

94 Traylor, Keith DT 6-2 315 9/3/69 6 Central Oklahoma 

91 Williams, Alfred, DE 6-6 265 11/6/68 6 Colorado 

90 Williams, Dan DT 6-4 290 12/15/69 4 Toledo 

27 Atwater, Steve S 6-3 217 10/28/66 8 Arkansas 

34 Braxton, Tyrone S 5-11 185 12/17/64 10 North Dakota State 

39 Crockett, Ray CB 5-10 185 1/5/67 8 Baylor 

33 Dodge, Dedrick S 6-2 184 6/14/67 6 Florida State 

21 Gordon, Darrien CB 5-11 182 11/14/70 4 Stanford 

21 Hilliard, Randy CB 5-11 170 2/6/67 7 Northwestern Louisiana 

20 James, Tory CB 6-2 188 5/18/73 1 Louisiana State 

25 Johnson, Darrius © CB 5-9 175 9/17/72 1 Oklahoma 

43 Joseph, Vance CB 6-1 202 9/20/72 2 Colorado 

57 Aldridge, Allen 1B 6-1 245 5/30/72 3 Houston 

57 Ale, Arnold 1B 6-3 245 6/17/70 3 UCLA 

55 Brown, Ken LB 6-1 235 5/5/71 2 Virginia Tech 

59 Cadrez, Glenn LB 6-3 245 1/2/70 5 Houston 

96 Carter, Bernard 1B 6-3 238 8/22/71 2 EastCarolina 

97 Dragoo, Justin LB 6-3 240 1/30/72 1 Arizona State 

51 Mobley, John 1B 6-1 230 10/10/73 1 Kutztown 

98 Myles, Godfrey LB 6-1 240 9/22/68 6 Florida 

53 Romanowski, Bill LB 6-4 241 4/2/66 + 9 Boston College 

2 Baker, Jon K 6-1 185 8/13/72 2 Arizona State 

1 Elam, Jason K 5-11 192 3/8/70 4 Hawaii 

16 Rouen, Tom P 6-3 215 6/9/68 4 Colorado 

56 Burns, Keith LB 6-1 240 5/16/72 3 Oklahoma State 

37 Hauck, Tim* S 5-10 185 12/20/66 7 Montana 

97 Lodish, Mike* DT 6-3 280 a/11/67 7 UCLA 

68 McElroy, Reagie* T 6-6 290 3/4/60 13 West Texas 

14 Musgrave, Bill* QB 6-3 215 11/11/67 6 Oregon 

38 Rivers, Reggie* RB 6-1 215 2/22/68 6 Southwest Texas State 

11 Rubley, TJ." QB 6-2 212 11/29/68 5 Tulsa 

64 Tamm, Ralph* G 6-4 280 3/11/65 9 West Chester 

65 Zimmerman,Gary*  T 6-6 294 12/13/61 11 Oregon 
“Unrestricted Free Agent 

RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 


Seattle had the best draft in the NFL, acquiring 
future stars at cornerback and left tackle. 


o team in the AFC positioned itself more 
|| efficiently for a playoff run than the Sea- 

hawks. They stabilized their quarterback- 
ing, filed the teeth of their pass rush down to sharp 
points, and acquired two new starting cornerbacks. 
They won two of their last three games in Decem- 
ber, so look for some carry-over this fall. 

The Seahawks also maneuvered themselves 
into the best draft in the NFL. How often does a 
team acquire future superstars at two of the most 
important positions: left cornerback and left tack- 
le? That's what Seattle did in drafting Shawn 
Springs of Ohio State and Walter Jones of 

Florida State. 


Free agent 

Chad Brown 
(below) had 13 
sacks last season 
for the Steelers. 


Warming to Friesz 

No longer are the Sea- 
hawks exasperated over wait- 
' | ing for Rick Mirer, their long- 

time quarterback project, to 

mature. Coach Dennis Erickson 
traded Mirer to Chicago for the 
Bears No. 1 pick in the '96 draft, put 
the offense in the hands of journey- 
man John Friesz, and signed War- 
ren Moon as an insurance policy. 
That should at least past .500. 

This is Friesz's third NFL team 
since 1993. The only time he’s been 
a start-to-finish starting quarterback was in 1991 
with the Chargers. Friesz has had some great 
moments and some lengthy periods of success in 
his seven pro seasons. He's also had a bunch of 
injuries, the latest of which was a broken leg suf- 
fered last season after he led Seattle on a 4-2 run. 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Sacks 


Perennial Pro 
Bowl defensive 
tackle Cortez 
Kennedy (below). 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Total Offense 314.0 19 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 339.8 
Against Pass 208.7 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 23,5 124 
Interceptions 


At age 30, he won't suddenly turn into Dan Mari- 
no, but his experience and background may be 
what this team needs to get back to the playoffs for 
the first time since the days of coach Chuck Knox, 
quarterback Dave Krieg, and running back Curt 
Warner in the late 1980s. 


Running Time 

If that happens, it could stabilize a franchise that 
actually moved, if only for one week, to Southern 
California, last year. The Seahawks need some suc- 
cess to establish their identity in Seattle once again. 

Even ina sub-par year for Chris Warren, Seat- 
tle finished as the fifth-ranked rush- 
ing team in the NFL. Warren ran for 
855 yards, about 400 yards off his 
usual output, but Lamar Smith 
added 680 and eight touchdowns. 
Warren averaged 4.2 yards per car- 
1 ry and Smith averaged 4.4. Instabil- 
43.6 ity on the offensive line and injuries 
Me limited Warren, but so did his own 
Cay inconsistencies. Fullback Mack 
Strong, basically a blocker a year 
ago, carried the ball just 14 times, a 
total that should increase in 1997. 


189.2 24 
124.8 


131.1 


14 T21 


fw Another Dimension 


Joey Galloway had a slight drop- 
off from his rookie season, catching 57 passes, but 
this could be a breakout year for one of the speedi- 
est receivers in the NFL. Erickson will use him out 
of the slot, something that may produce coverage 
mismatches. Brian Blades, distracted by off-the-field 
troubles, caught 57 passes, 35 under his average for 
the previous three seasons. Mike Pritchard gives 
Friesz added dimension in the passing game. Tight 
end Christian Fauria needs to stay healthy, but his 
reckless style may prevent that. Carlester Crumpler 
is the backup. 


Changes in Line 

Howard Mudd, one of the most reputable 
offensive line coaches in the game, is charged with 
bringing consistency and stability toa unit that has 
made at least one change per season for the last 
nine years. Free-agent comings and goings, mis- 
guided talent judgments, and tinkerings caused 
most of the problems. 

Jones, who played only one season of Division 
LA college football, may take time before he's pol- 
ished, but Erickson is willing to suffer through the 


‘TOP: GEORGE GOJKOVICH BOTTOM: TOMASO DEROSATOS! 


Dennis Erickson, Head Coach 
the key stats Gregg Smith, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Bob Bratkowski, Offensive 
i = i iT Coordinator’Wide Receivers; Greg McMackin, Defensive Coordinator: Dave Arnold, Special 
Todd Peterson set team single-season highs for points Seams: Deena Live Dae rb Kea : 
(111) and field goals (28). Cortez Kennedy made his sixth Tift Ends: Ned dames, Defensive taf Asian: Dana LeDu, Stengh and Contoning, 


straight appearance in the Pro Bowl and set a Seahawks’ = Darren men ssn Seabahs een ere Mudd, Lees fe = 
record with 96 consecutive starts. Free-agent safety Ben- ee ae eee 


nie Blades had a pair of interceptions last season for the '® QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
ions, including one for a 98-yard touchdown. 17 Friesz, John 211 05/19/67 7 Idaho 
1 Moon, 213 11/18/56 13 
" 215 8/10/70 4 Miami 


development. Jones's presence should push incumbent left tack- nos 
Ie James Atkins over to the right side, where he could challenge Panhandle State 


Howard Ballard. Derrick Graham is the right guard. At left = i pmeees State 
guard is last year's No. 1, Pete Kendall. The running game asc 
should improve, while the protection for Friesz is likely to be i Louisiana State 
more reliable. Louisiana Tech 


Of the Seahawks’ 48 sacks last year, 40 were made by the 
front four, the best mark in the NFL. Mike McCrary jumped 


38 Strong, Mack 222 9/7 
42 Warren, Chris 226 1/24/67 
EXP. COLLEGE 
‘Miami 


2 
9 
3 
2 
2 
4 
3 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
Sam 


98 Adams, 

93 Daniets, Philip 

94 Edwards, Antonio 

96 Kennedy, Cortez 

67 LaBounty, Matt 

92 MeMillian, Henry 

78 Riley, Pat 

70 Sinclair, Michael 
This could be a breakout year DEFENSIVE BACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
for the Seahawks and quarterback 20 Bellamy, Jay _ 
John Friesz (at left) and wide eee pee 
receiver Joey Galloway (above). 


178 1172 iami 
to the Ravens, but Seattle signed Pittsburgh's blitzing Pro Bowl 172 9/11/73 1 Tennessee-Martin 


fF i 33 Williams, Darryl 191 1/7/70 = 5 Miami 
linebacker, Chad Brown, whose 13 sacks were second in the | >> Wiliams, Wille 180 12/2670 4 Western Carolina 


AFC to McCrary's 13.5. Michael Sinclair, the left end, also had CETTE 
13 sacks, right tackle Cortez Kennedy had eight, and left tack- sq Barber Mi art 2- Clemson 
leSam Adams added 5.5. Antonio Edwards, the starter before 240 7/12/70 4 Colorado 
McCrary came on so unexpectedly when Edwards was injured 24 tere 2 bayer 


last year, will reclaim his old job at right end. He was the team's n 245 12/24/65 10 Miami 


co-leader in sacks in 1995. aaa TEWTO es Kena 


= ‘# KICKERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
Playing Deep 2 Peterson, Todd K 5-10 180 2/4/70 3 Georgia 


Brown will play weakside linebacker, with Winston Moss} ‘4 Tuten, Rick P62 221 5/65 8 Florida State 
moving to the strong side to replace the departed Terry Wood- (@ESa=30505 POS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
en. Dean Wells returns as middle linebacker. Springs will start 
at left corner, with ex-Steeler Willie Williams as the new right i te es me ene Pig eeo 
corner. Safety is perhaps the deepest position on the team. nee OT 60 20 ASiey 8 Honon 
Darryl Williams, the ex-Bengal, led the team with five inter- OT 6-3 278 10/11/60 15 Boston College 


ceptions. Robert Blackmon is the incumbent strong safety, but 9 35 Sr tamar,, FB S91 318 sao. Houston 

free agent Bennie Blades, the long-time Detroit star and the § 83 Williams,Ronnies TE 6-3 258 1/19/66 5 Oklahoma State 

brother of Brian, may have something to say about that. 
Todd Peterson set club records for field goals, 28, and 

points, 111. Rick Tuten remains one of the NFL's top punters. SoC uae 

Galloway and Ronnie Harris each averaged over 10 yards per 3 Shawn Springs iB G0 Tas Ohio Sate 


punt return, but the coverage unit needs improvement. Lt T State 
tua Mt 
211 Carlos Jones 


‘SCOTT D'ERRICO/SPORTS PHOTO MARKETING (2) 


your tired, your poor, the wretched refuse of 

your teeming roster, he would beat your 
brains out with them. That was a long time ago. In 
recent seasons, the refuse just got more wretched. 

The word is discipline. The Raiders don’t have 
it, but they need it desperately. In their next-to-last 
game they were penalized 20 times in a five-point 
loss to Denver, They led the NFL in penalties 
missed the playoffs for the second straight se: 

So they spenta fortune signing quarterback Jeff 
George, poster boy for lack of self-discipline. Joe 
Bugel, the new head coach, will need a magician's 
touch to repair the Raiders’ tattered 
old "Pride and Poise" motto, 


| t used to be that if you gave owner Al Davis 


Throwing the Long Ball 

With George, Davis is dreaming 
his sweet dreams about his vertical 
passing game again.He envisions 
George warming up his $27.5 mil- 
lion passing arm and flinging the 
football far downfield to Tim 
Brown, James Jett, and maybe even 
free agent Desmond Howard, the 
Super Bowl MVP Davis overpaid to 
jump from Green Bay. The flip side 
is a nightmare, with George sucking 
his thumb, as he did in Indianapo- 
is and Atlanta. 

George was the sort of temptation 
Davis couldn't resist. No quarterback in 
the last four drafts—and not even Pey- 

ton Manning in the next draft— 
has an arm that can match 
George's. The Raiders looked 
past George's infamous side- 
line temper tantrum with ex- 
Falcons coach June Jones. 
Instead, they focused on the 
47 touchdown passes George 
threw in his first two years 
with Atlanta. 
Davis once picked 
Jim Plunkett off the quar- 
terback trash heap, and 
~~», the Raiders went to 
Super Bowl XVIII 
) with him. Oak- 


Passing 
Rushing 
Scoring 
Punting 


Hired Gun: 
The Raiders’ new 
quarterback, Jeff 


George (above). Sacks 


Chester McGlockton, 
first line of defense. 


the numbers 
team stats & league rank 


Total Offense 328.3 8 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 293.6 8 
Against Pass 
Against Run 
Points Allowed 18.3 18 
Interceptions 


The Raiders led the NFL in penalties and missed 
the playoffs for the second straight year. 


land Al may live in the past, but George represents 
a chance, maybe his last, to bask in big-play glory 
once again. 


Trouble on Line 

Jeff Hostetler, George's predecessor, limped out 
of Oakland bruised by just about as many sacks as 
George was accustomed to suffering in Atlanta. 
Oakland's offensive line is stable in only two posi- 
tions: center, with Barret Robbins, and left guard, 
with Steve Wisniewski. The referees are now con- 
scious of the reputation Wisniewski has for 
unorthodox play, however, and his penalties are 
piling up. Right tackle Lincoln 
Kennedy is an Atlanta reject and left 
tackle Pat Harlow is bothered by a 
back problem. The draft brought 
guard Adam Treu of Nebraska and 
tackle Tim Kohn of Iowa State. 


192.4 23 
135.9 3 
21.3 12 
40.1 30 
9.6 T16 
20.9 24 


Run and Catch 

Running back Napoleon Kauf- 
man led the team with a 5.8-yard 
per-carry average and 874 yards, but 
his lack of size limited him to few- 
er than 10 carries a game. There is a 
committee behind him, with Joe 
Aska and Harvey Williams, who 
combined for 757 yards, and rookie 
Chad Levitt of Cornell. 

Tim Brown is still the primary receiver, in his 
10th season at age 31, He caught 90 passes, includ- 
ing nine for touchdowns last season. Jett, a some- 
time contributor, had 43 catches and four touch- 
downs. Howard has never connected as a featured 
NFL receiver, but he'll get his chance in Oakland 
with George. Rickey Dudley's rookie year was 
notable for his dropped passes, but it would not 
be a surprise if he became a star as George's col- 
laborator, He's huge, speedy, smart, and, unlike 
many of his veteran teammates, disciplined. 


188.8 15 
1048 7 


17 T16 
34 T17 


Pressure on the Line 

The draft offered possibilities for major 
improvements on defense. Darrell Russell, the 
nimble tackle from USC, gives the Raiders anoth- 
er potential inside force on the line. With Russell 
lined up next to tackle Russell Maryland, the 
Raiders can move huge Chester McGlockton out- 
side. Pat Swilling plays the pass-rush position on 
the other flank, but young Lance Johnstone could 
replace him. 


Stroet & Smith's Pro Football 


TOP: JOE ROBBINS, BOTTOM: JIM TURNER 


L. TOR: TOMASSO DEROSA/TOS!, JAMES D. SMITH 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


Joe Bugel, Head Coach 
Ray Perkins, Offensive Coordinator; Fred Whittingham, Defensive Coordinator; 

Keith Rowen, Assistant Head Coach/Offense; Dave Adolph, Linebackers; Fred Biletnikoff, 
‘Quality ControV/Orfense; Bishop Harris, Running Backs; Willie Brown, Squad 
Development/Comerbacks; Garrett Giemont, Strength and Conditioning; John Guy, Defensive 
Assistant; Bill Meyers, Tight Ends; Floyd Peters, Defensive Line; Steve Shafer, Defensive 


the key stats 

Napoleon Kaufman led the NFL in yards per carry (5.8) 
and Oakland averaged a league-high 4.8 yards per rush. 
Bucthe Raiders had just seven rushing touchidewnein.26, Backs; Kevin Spencer, Quality Contro/Defense; Rusty Tillman, Special Teams, 
and only the New York Giants, with four, had fewer. Mike Wilson, Wide Receivers 
Desmond Howard led the NFL in punt returns, averaging QUARTERBACKS WT BORN EXE. COLLEGE 


15.1 yards and scoring three touchdowns. 1 George, Jeff 4215 12/8/67 7 Illinois 
15 Hostetler, Jeff 3 215 4/22/61 12 WestVirginia 
11 Klingler, David 205 2/17/69 5 Houston 
10 Montez, Alfred -2 225 10/18/72 1 Western New Mexico 


# OFFENSIVE LINE EXP. COLLEGE 


a ager ediacre 34 sacks. Seve ; 68 Cunningham, Rick 6 307 1/4/67 5 Texas A&M 
Oakland managed a mediocre 34 sac even AFC teams § 7 Hae Pat UUs eae 
had more. The Raiders also finished near the bottom in take- 64 Jenkins, Robert te eet Se ey! 

aways. That helps explain why they won just one of nine 72 Kennedy, Lincoln 6 325 2/2/71 4 Washington 

is decided Ui hd less. How un-Raiderlike! jp 72 *ysansett -7 320 6/14/72 2 Arizona State 
games decided by a touchdown or less. How un-Raiderlike! 73 Monae, charles SOS SHGNaN CG Liane 


The reordered line will help. Last year the Raiders finished ¥ 63 Robbins, Barret 305 8/26/73 2 Texas Christian 
2 AS 5 2 me A * x 72 Villa, Danny 308 9/21/64 10 Arizona State 
in the middle of the pack in defending against the run. A § 7 Wicieuan, stove ST gener 
change is definitely necessary. The city of Oakland has been 


Z : ‘ " #_ RUNNING BACKS EXP. COLLEGE 
lukewarm about this prodigal team since its return from Los ¥ 35 Aska, Joe 0-240 7/14/72 2 Central Oklahoma 
Angeles. The Raiders’ fanatical following used to bea major 48 Davison, Jerone RS te Maal ed 
edge. Now there is no certainty ofa sellout in Oakland-Alame-# 26 kaufman, Napoleon 180 6/7/73, 2 Washington 


da County Stadium these days. 22 Williams, Harvey 220 4/22/68 6 Louisiana State 
Oakland lost a linebacker it couldn't afford to lose when rf RECENES ae EXP. oe 
oe i es < $ a ae jrown, Tim WR 9 Notre Dame 
Mike Jones signed with St. Louis. Rob Fredrickson isa fixture 33 pudiey hokey IE eee wee 
at left outside linebacker and Greg Biekert is an underrated § 81 Hervey, Edward WR 189 5/4/73 2 Southern California 
ant ji vho replace i 85 Hinton, Marcus TE 260 12/27/71 2 Alcorn State 
asset in the middle. Mike Morton, Ne replaced Fredrickson § 51 Howard, Desmond WR 480 5/15/70 5 Michigan 
when he was hurt, moves into Jones's spot. 82 Jett, James WR 5-10 165 12/28/70 4 West Virginia 


4 
84 Shedd, Kenny WR 5-10 170 2/14/71 4 Northern lowa 
a 


% 88 Truitt, Olanda wR 195 1/4/71 4 Mississippi State 
Safety First ss 
. have stol fet t erst diEdi # DEFENSIVE LINE EXP. COLLEGE 
Davis may have stolen a top safety when he signed Eric 99 Bruce, aundray 265, 4/30/66 9 AUDUTE 
Turner, a one-time Pro Bowler who was cut by Baltimore ina 78 Faumui, Ta’ase 278 03/19/71 3 Hawaii 
salary-cap move. Turner is young and his toughness should $ 74 qo yeh, See 
upgrade the secondary. Strong safety Lorenzo Lynch, who ¥ 94 Johnson, Kevin 306 10/30/70 2 Texas Southern 
aa : ae ie Ceara rare », 51 Johnstone, Lance 250 G/11/73 1 Temple 
was dropped to make room for George in a salary-cap move, $7 jamie aes Pou ia tee 
was re-signed and reinstalled as a starter. Lynch is 34 and right J 91 McGlockton, Chester 320 9/16/69 5 Clemson 
ea OAT is is 3 i 32-year- § 94 Smith, Anthony 265 6/28/67 6 Arizona 
somerback Albert Lewie39'3/. Temy MeDantel the 32;yea 56 Swilling, Pat 245 10/25/64 11 Georgia Tech 
old left corner, averaged 30 yards on his five interceptions. 
re 2 ‘e # DEFENSIVE BACKS EXP. COLLEGE 
Cole Ford finished weil, making 12 of his last 14 field Paeantron Gide TAO Haves i Ferttaioy Sule 


goals. Howard will improve the return game. 24 Brown, Larry 1 185 11/30/69 Texas Christian 
20 Carter, Perry 1 208 8/5/71 Southern Mississippi 
46 Kidd, Carl 200 6/14/73 2 Arkansas 

Tim Brown (below, left) and James Jett (below, right) hope to be on & 25 Land, Dan 195 7/3/65 10 Albany State 


ivi je ie 29 Lewis, Albert 205 10/6/60 14 Grambling 
the receiving end of more deep passes this year for the Raiders. 483 Lynch, Lorenzo 1 210 4/6/63 10. Sacramento State 


23 Lyons, Lamar 210 3/25/73 1 Washington 
36 McDaniel, Terry 0 180 2/8/65 9 Tennessee 
37 Trapp, James 185 12/28/69 4 Clemson 

29 Turner, Eric 207 9/20/68 6 UCLA 


# LINEBACKERS EXP. COLLEGE 

F 54 Biekert, Greg 240 3/14/69 4 Coloraco 
58 Franklin, Keith 230 3/4/70 2 South Carolina 
53 Fredrickson, Rob -4 240 5/13/71 3 Michigan State 
57 Holmberg, Rob 230 5/6/71 3 PennState 
50 Morton, Mike 235 3/28/72 2 North Carolina 


i KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
2 Araguz, Leo P 6-1 185 1/18/70 1 Stephen F. Austin 
5 Ford, Cole 6-2 205 12/31/72 2 Southern California 


# FREE AGENTS WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
96 Butcher, Paul” 0 235 11/8/63 10 Wayne State 

21 Carrington, Darren* -2 200 10/10/66 8 Northern Arizona 
55 Folston, James -3 235 8/14/71 3 Northeast Louisiana 
87 Glover, Andrew* 6 250 8/12/67 6 Grambling 

77 Stephens, Richard* 7 315 11/1/65 4 Tulsa 

67 Turk, Dan* -4 290 8/25/62 12 Wisconsin 


THE DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 
12 Darrell Russell DL 320 USC 
72 Adam Treu G 302 Nebraska 


3 
3 85 Tim Kohn T 5 305 lowaState 

4 123 Chad Levitt RB 236 Cornell 

6 172 Calvin Branch RB 5-11 202 Colorado State 
6 193 Grady Jackson DE 6-2 320 Knowville 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


Linebacker 
Derrick Thomas 
(at top, above) 
and cornerback 
Dale Carter 
anchor the 
Chiefs’ defense. 


HARSARS CITY CHIEFS 


The Chiefs are conservative. Their best assets 
are still their offensive line and running game. 


h, the old glory days. For coach Marty 
Schottenheimer and the Kansas City 
Chiefs, that was back on November 10, 
when they upset the Green Bay Packers. It was all 
gloom after that, though, with four losses in the 
last five games and a realization that something 
had to be done to revitalize the stagnant Chiefs. 


The main "something" was the signing of Elvis 
Grbac, another ex-San Francisco 49er quarterback, 
who the Chiefs hope will be as much of a pleasant 
surprise as his predecessor, Steve Bono, was. It's 
ashaky hope. Obviously, San Fran- 
cisco didn't look upon Grbac as the 
heir to Steve Young. Elvis could turn 
out to be another of Kansas City’s 


temporary solutions. Passing 

Grbac played enough to launch Rushing 

197 passes last year. He completed Scoring 

61.9 percent of them for 1,236 yards Punting 
and eight touchdowns with 10 inter- Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


ceptions. He had a passer rating of 
72.2. Those numbers aren'ta lot dif- 
ferent from the ones compiled by 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 306.2 22 


Total Defense 325.3 18 
Against Pass 221.1 22 


1960s. The Chiefs moved up in the draft to assure 
they would get Gonzalez, who also distinguished 
himself for Cal in the last NCAA basketball tour- 
nament. He could quickly become Grbac’s favorite 
target over the middle. 

Grbac is sure to make friends as well with 
rookie wide receiver Kenny Lockett of Kansas 
State. Lockett could start immediately since the 
other wide receivers are a mixed bag. Lake Daw- 
son gets hurta lot and Chris Penn (49 catches) and 
Sean LaChapelle (27 catches) are more like third 
receivers than starters. Tamarick Vanover, hurt 
twice last year, may be more valuable as a return 
man. Lockett scored 19 touchdowns 
in his final two college seasons and 
has a reputation as a smart receiver 
who finds the open area. 


180.6 26 
1256 4 
18.6 24 Kansas City is a conservative 
41.7 24 — team. Schottenheimer thinks his 
85 24 — team’s best assets are still the offen- 
237 7 


sive line and the running game. 
Those assets, however, have been 
shrinking. The interior of the line 


Bono, who ended up losing his job paainst fun 10LA 18 remains first-rate: guards Dave 
tojourneyman Rich Gannon latein fueontiong 7 1g Szott and Will Shields and center 
the season. Grbachad some exhila-  guepe Haq Tim Grunhard. But the Chiefs’ dis- 


rating moments in relief of Young, 

as well as some less than exhilarating moments. 
Grbac will find that there are no aerial circus- 

es in Kansas City. This is a prairie offense, not a 

West Coast offense. The Chiefs throw to their backs 

a great deal, and lately their wide receivers have 

not been confused with sprinters. 


More than a Band-Aid is needed for the 
offense, which scored 21 points or more in only 
five games last season. Only the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, another team in search of 
a quarterback, finished 

lower in the AFC in 

passing, But Kansas 

City did something 


about it on draft “ 
day, dealing them- 
selves into position 

4 


for Tony Gonzalez of 

California. He could become 
their best tight end since Fred 
Arbanas, who played in the 


appointing first-round draftee in 
1995, Trezelle Jenkins, and Jeff Criswell must step 
up at tackle. John Alt, one of the franchise's all- 
time best tackles, may be too much of a physical 
risk at this stage of his career. Ricky Siglar was 
found wanting at tackle. 
\ ) As for the running game, it is Greg 
Hill's time as the primary ball carrier. 
He had three games of 90 yards or 
more rushing in the second half of 
the season, and 645 yards overall, 
and the hope is that he's ready. Full- 
back Kimble Anders led the 
team in receiving (60 catches) 
for the third straight year and 
went to the Pro Bowl. Mar- 
cus Allen is 37, but he pro- 
duced 67 first downs, con- 
verted an AFC-high 12 of 13 
third-and-ones, and scored 
nine touchdowns last year. 


Elvis Grbac takes over at 
quarterback in Kansas City. 


COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: MICHAEL YELMAN/ACTIVE IMAGES INC. JOHN WILLIAMSON 


JOHN SOKOLOWSKI 


the key stats 
tops all active rushers with 11,738 yards. 
He led the Chiefs in rushing last season with 830 yards, 
and needs just 383 yards to pass for fifth 
place in the NFL record book and 575 to pass 
for fourth place. The Chiefs failed to make the 
playoffs last year for the first time since 1989. 


Kimble Anders has caught 182 passes over the past three seasons, 
second to Larry Centers in the NFL among running backs. 


Once you get by the aging tackles, Joe Phillips and Dan 
Saleaumua, things get sticky on the defensive line. Right end 
Vaughn Booker had only one sack. John Browning will 
attempt to replace long-time star Neil Smith, who defected to 
the Denver Broncos, at left end. With Terry Wooden of Seat- 
tle signed as a free agent, the Chiefs may use Derrick Thomas 
ina down position more often, with Wooden and the speedy 
Anthony Davis flanking middle man Tracy Simien in the line- 
backing unit. 


The principal defensive strength is the secondary, with 
Dale Carter and James Hasty on the corners. It would have 
been even stronger if the Chiefs had held on to free safety Mark 
Collins, last year's MVP. Brian Washington is the strong safe- 
ty. The problems occur when the Chiefs have to play nickel 
and dime coverages. Youngsters Jerome Woods and Reggie 
Tongue must develop quickly. 

Vanover's return work slipped from sensational to solid 
when he was injured in his expanded role as a receiver, so 
Schottenheimer may reduce his workload. Pete Stoyanovich 
wasn't the same kicker who starred in Miami. Not only did 
he slump (17 of 24 field goals), but he missed kicks or had 
them blocked six of 10 times during one dismal stretch. The 
Chiefs’ punting also needs upgrading. 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


Marty Schottenheimer, Head Coach 
Gunther Cunningham, Defensive Coordinator, Paul Hackett, Offensive Coordinator, 

‘Al Saunders, Assistant Head Coach/Receivers; Mike Stock, Special Teams; Russ Ball, 
‘Administrative Assistant to Head Coach; Jim Erkenbeck, Tight Ends/Offensive Assistant; 
Woodrow Lowe, Defensive Assistant/Assistant Special Teams; Mike McCarthy, Quarterbacks; 
dimmy Raye, Running Backs; Dave Redding, Strength and Conditioning; 

Kurt Schottenheimer, Defensive Backs; Darvin Wallis, Defensive Assistant/Quality Contra, 
Mike Solari, Offensive Line; Bob Karmelwicz, Defensive Line 


# QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
13 Bono, Steve 0B 6-4 215 5/11/62 12 UCLA 

12 Gannon, Rich QB 6-3 205 12/20/65 10 Delaware 
18 Grbac, Elvis QB 6-5 232 8/13/70 3 Michigan 
15 Matthews, Steve QB 6-3 209 10/13/70 1 Memphis 


i OFFENSIVE LINE 


=I 
5 


BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


76 Alt, John T 68 307 5/30/62 13 lowa 

71 Barndt, Tom G 6-3 285 3/14/72 1 Pittsburgh 

69 Criswell, Jeff T 67 294 3/7/64 10 Graceland 

61 Grunhard, Tim C 6-2 299 5/17/68 7 Notre Dame 

74 Jenkins, Trezelle T 67 323 3/13/73 2 Michigan 

68 Shields, Will G 63 308 9/15/71 4 Nebraska 

65 Smith, Jeff C 63 334 5/25/73 1 Tennessee 

79 Szott, David G 6-4 290 12/12/67 7 PennState 

# RUNNING BACKS: HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

32 Allen, Marcus RB 6-2 210 3/26/60 15 Southern California 

38 Anders, Kimble RB 5-11 230 9/10/66 6 Houston 

30 Bennett, Donnell © RB «6-1. 241 9/14/72 3 Miami 

27 Hill, Greg RB 5-11 207 2/23/72 3 Texas A&M 

48 McNair, Todd RB 6-1 202 10/7/65 8 Temple 

49 Richardson, Tony © RB «6-1. 232 12/17/71 2 Auburn 

22 Smith, J. RB 6-1 203 10/14/72 2 Kansas State 

# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

88 Bailey, Victor WR 6-2 196 7/3/70 4 Missouri 

84 Horn, Joe WR 6-1 195 1/16/72 1 Itawamba Junior College 

83 Hughes, Danan WR 6-2 211 12/11/70 4 Iowa 

85 Johnson, Reggie TE 6-2 255 1/27/68 6 Florida State 

81 Jones, Reggie WR 6-1 175 5/5/71 2 Louisiana State 

18 LaChapelle,Sean WR 6-3 205 7/29/70 4 UCLA 

87 McBride, Oscar TE 6-5 266 7/23/72 2 NotreDame 

87 Vanover, Tamarick WR 5-11 213 2/25/74 2 Florida State 

82 Walker, Derrick TE 6-1 249 6/23/67 7 Michigan 

83 Winans, Tydus WR 5-11 180 7/26/72 3 Fresno State 

# ‘DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

99 Booker, Vaughn DE 6-5 293 2/24/68 3 Cincinnati 

93 Browning, John DE 6-4 264 9/30/73 1 West Virginia 

96 Buckner,Brentson DE 6-2 310 9/30/71 3 Clemson 

63 Gaines, Wendall DE 6-4 290 1/17/72 2 Oklahoma State 

96 Hicks, Kerry OT 6-5 283 12/29/72 1 Colorado 

97 Maumatanga, Chris DT 6-2 292 12/15/71 3 Kansas 

77 McDaniels,Pellom DE 6-3 292 2/21/68 4 Oregon State 

75 Phillips, Joe DT 6-5 310 7/15/63 11 Southern Methodist 

67 Proby, Bryan DE 6-5 285 11/30/71 2 Arizona State 

94 Roberts, Tim DE 6-6 318 4/14/69 5 Southern Mississippi 

97 Saleaumua, Dan DT 6-1 315 11/25/64 10 Arizona State 

95 Sims, Tom NT 6-2 310 4/18/67 6 Pittsburgh 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

44 Anderson, Darren CB 5-10 187 1/11/69 5 Toledo 

21 Bayless, Martin S 6-2 219 10/11/62 13 Bowling Green 

41 Cade, Eddie S 61 210 8/4/73 2 Arizona State 

34 Carter, Dale CB 6-1 188 11/28/69 5 Tennessee 

22 Green, Rogerick CB 5-11 187 12/15/69 5 Kansas State 

40 Hasty, James CB 6-1 207 5/23/65 9 Washington State 

AT Senters, Michael = CB «5-11 186 12/14/71 2 Northwestern 

45 Stargell, Tony. CB 5-11 186 8/7/66 7 Tennessee State 

41 Tongue, Reggie CB G-1 201 4/11/73 1 Oregon State 

29 Washington, Brian S$ 6-1 210 9/10/65 9 Nebraska 

31 Woods, Jerome S 62 198 3/17/73 1 Memphis 

# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

50 Davis, Anthony. 1B 6-1 237 3/7/69 4 Utah 

55 Dumas, Troy LB 6-3 238 9/30/72 1 Nebraska 

59 Edwards, Donnie LB 6-2 225 4/6/73. 1-‘UCLA 

57 Jamison, George LB 6-1 235 9/30/62 10 Cincinnati 

51 Manusky, Greg LB 6-1 243 8/18/66 9 Colgate 

52 Rogers, Tracy LB 6-2 244 8/13/67 7 Fresno State 

54 Simien, Tracy LB 6-1 255 5/21/67 6 Texas Christian 

58 Thomas, Derrick © LB 6-3 247 1/1/67 8 Alabama 

# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

10 Stoyanovich, Pete K 5-11 195 4/28/67 8 Indiana 

#t FREE AGENTS POs HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 

80 Dawson, Lake WR 6-1 207 1/2/72 3 Notre Dame 

81 Penn, Chris WR 6-0 200 4/20/71 3 Tulsa 

66 Siglar, Ricky* T 6-7 308 6/14/66 5 San Jose State 
"Unrestricted Free Agent 

RND PICK NAME POS HT WT COLLEGE 

1 13 Tony Gonzalez TE 6-4 245° California 

2 47 — Kevin Lockett WR 6-0 171 Kansas State 

4 110  PatBarnes QB 6-3 215 California 

5 163 Charles Henley RB 6-0 226 Kansas. 

6 195 Isaac Byrd WR 6-0 173 Kansas 

7 214 Nathan Parks T 65 305 Stanford 


The Chargers’ 
Stan Humphries 
(above) is 
looking for some 
offensive help. 


Quarterback Stan Humphries was protected 
well enough, but he needs reliable targets. 


nyone looking for stability need not search 

in the Chargers’ camp. There aren't many 

key figures left from the Super Bowl team 

of three seasons ago. The latest to leave is Bobby 

Ross, the coach who took the team to its highest 

point since the AFL merged with the NFL in 1970. 

Ross, now in Detroit, never stays in any one place 

very long, but any coach caught ina vortex with own- 

er Alex Spanos and general manager Bobby Beathard 
is not likely to enjoy longevity in the job. 

Ross didn’t help himself when he insisted on 


fy weeding out players he considered problems in 


favor of what he thought would be improved 
chemistry and balance on the 
team. Natrone Means, at 
one time nearly 50 percent 


of the San Diego offense, Total Offense 

was shown the door last Passing 

year, and the Chargers got Rushing 

nothing in return. Not only Searing 

that, but they didn’t have an —_ Punting 
adequate replacement, and stil] _ PuntReturns 
don’t. The chemistry which Ross fice Returns 
ended up with was corn syrup as a Li oe 
replacement for high-octane gasoline. igi s ans 


Changing of the Guard 
In Ross’s place is Kevin 
Gilbride, best known as 
Buddy Ryan’s sideline punching bag 
when they both worked on the Houston 
Oilers’ staff. Gilbride is better than that. 
As Jacksonville's offensive coordinator 
he deserves a sizable dollop of the credit 
for the Jaguars’ playoff success. 

Whether Gilbride can bring some order to the 
floating football team that has become the Charg- 
ers is another question. San Diego seems to have 
lost its sense of purpose. Take the running game. 
For the third season in a row, there will be a new 
feature back, Two years ago, it was Means, who was. 
foolishly donated to Jacksonville. Last year it was 
Leonard Russell, now a free agent. Free agency 
brought two fullback types, Carwell Gardner from 
Baltimore and Aaron Craver from Denver. 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Points Blank 

The Chargers averaged 10 points a game in 
December, finishing 1-3, and they don’t look any 
more potent now. Wide receiver Tony Martin and 
Russell scored 21 of their 32 offensive touchdowns. 
Martin, who caught 85 passes, including 14 for 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Points Allowed 23.5 T24 


touchdowns, was an important re-signing, but he’s 
sure to receive blanket coverage this season. 
Quarterback Stan Humphries was protected 
well enough (just 20 sacks), but he still missed three 
full games and parts of two others with a shoulder 
injury and a concussion. Humphries passed for 
2,670 yards and 18 touchdowns, but what he needs 
are reliable targets in addition to Martin. Charlie 
Jones and Andre Coleman are useful, if small. The 
real tonic would be for Bryan Still to hold on to 
the ball. Beathard traded a first-round choice in 
order to draft Still in the second round in 1996. He 
has electrifying speed, but he electrifies too infre- 
quently. He averaged 23.7 yards a 
catch, but he had just six catches. 
The most promising draftee is 


291.9 26 North Carolina tight end Freddie 
209.9 14 Jones, who should team nicely with 
82.0 29 Alfred Pupunu, the blocker, and 
19.4 18 Brian Roche, the catcher. Terrell 
456 3 Fletcher is an undersized but reli- 
147 2 able pass-catching back. 

21.6 T18 
ae 5 Line Changes 
apa Ty Raleigh McKenzie was signed 


from the Eagles to replace Courtney 
Hall, the brainy center who was 
done in by frequent injuries. Vaughn 
Parker and Tony Berti switch tack- 
les, with strong man Berti playing the left side. Joe 
Cocozzo is the right guard, and Ike Davis gets the 
first shot to replace Eric Moten at left guard. 

The biggest change in the offensive line is the 
coach. Gilbride hired George DeLeone, a legend as 


22 17 
33 119 


San Diego re-signed wide receiver Tony Martin (below). 


‘SPORTFOLIO (2) 


‘ ll as 


(CHUCK RYDLEWSK{ (2) 


Sheet & Sucith’s Pro Football 


the key stats 
San Diego averaged an NFL-low 3.2 yards per rush. Free- 
agent end led the Eagles with 13 sacks. 
went over 1,000 yards in receiving for the second 
year ina row. led the Chargers with 138 tack- 
les and went to the Pro Bowl for the sixth straight sea- 
son. set a team record with 87 punts. 


Linebackers Junior Seau (left), who 
led the team with seven sacks, and 
Kurt Gouveia (above) provide veteran 
Jeadership for the Chargers’ defense. 


Syracuse University’s offensive coordinator. DeLeone has nev- 
er coached in the NEL, but he has a reputation for getting the 
most out of his young players, and McKenzie is the only 
Charger in the grizzled veteran category. 

Tired of waiting for left end Chris Mims to become the 
er he envisioned, Beathard dropped him and signed 
William Fuller of Philadelphia. Fuller is 35, but he’s consis- 
tently ferocious and has 45.5 sacks over the last four seasons. 
Maybe he can inspire right end Marco Coleman, who under- 
achieved in San Diego just as he did in Miami. John Parrella 
and Reuben Davis are the tackles. 


Leading the Charge 

Junior Seau was better than ever, leading the team with 
seven sacks and generally making a menace of himself. The 
other outside linebacker, Lew Bush, may be used more in the 
pass rush. Kurt Gouveia provides leadership in the middle. 

The best-protected secondary position is cornerback, with 
Dwayne Harper on the left side and Terrance Shaw on the 
right. Rodney Harrison, the strong safety, led the team in inter- 
ceptions for the second straight season and was voted its most 
valuable player. The Chargers rewarded him with a contract 
that pays him 10 times what he had been making. The well- 
traveled Mike Dumas gets the first shot at free safety, which 
became vacated when veteran Kevin Ross was released. 


Alive and Kicking 

Placekicker John Carney (29 of 36 field goals) remains a 
major part of the Chargers’ offense. Australian punter Darren 
Bennett averaged 45.6 yards per kick and has the potential 
for improvement. Coleman remains a dangerous kickoff 
returner. Darrien Gordon, who was second in the AFC in punt 
returns, signed with Denver. In his place is Eric Metcalf. 


Kevin Gilbride, Head Coach 
Nick Nicolau, Assistant Head Coach; Mike Sheppard, Offensive Coordinator, Joe Pascale, 
Defensive Coordinator; Frank Novak, Special Teams; George DeLeone, Offensive Line; 
Wayne Nunnely, Defensive Line; Ollie Wilson, Running Backs; Jim Vechiarella, Linebackers; 
Tyrone Dixon, Wide Receivers; Rod Perry, Defensive Backs; Bill Macdermott, Tight Ends; 


Mike Cavanaugh, Quality ControVOtfense; Kevin Lempa, Administrative Assistanl/Defense; 
Darrell Pasquale, Quality Control/Special Teams; John Hastings, Strength and Conditioning 
# QUARTERBACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

12 Humphries, Stan QB 6-2 223 4/14/65 8 Northeast Louisiana 
8 Salisbury, Sean QB 6-5 225 3/9/63 10 Southern California 
5 Whelihan, Craig 0B 6-5 220 4/15/71 2 Pacific 

# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

75 Berti, Tony T 6-6 300 6/21/72 2 Colorado 

68 Cocozzo, Joe G 6-4 300 8/7/70 4 Michigan 

63 McKenzie, Raleigh C 6-2 283 2/8/63 12 Tennessee 

66 Mill, Jim T 6-4 290 3/30/73 1 Idaho 

65 Sienkiewicz, Troy T 6-5 310 5/27/72 2 NewMexico State 
64 Stoltenberg, Bryan C 6-1 293 8/25/72 1 Colorado 

# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

33 Bouie, Kevin RB 6-1 230 8/18/71 1 Mississippi State 
35 Bradley, Freddie © RB 5-10 208 6/12/70 1 Sonoma State 
33 Brown, Gary RB 5-11 233 7/1/69 6 Penn State 

29 Craver, Aaron RB 6-1 220 12/18/68 6 Fresno State 

41 Fletcher, Terrell RB 5-8 196 9/14/73 2 Wisconsin 

35 Gardner, Carwell RB 6-2 240 11/27/66 7 Louisville 

24 Hayden, Aaron RB 6-1 218 4/13/73 2 Tennessee 

# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

50 Binn, David TE 6-3 250 2/6/72 3 California 

84 Ellison, ‘OMar WR 6-1 200 10/8/71 2 Florida State 

82 Jones, Charlie WR 5-8 175 12/1/72 1 Fresno State 

81 Martin, Tony WR 6-1 181 9/5/65 7 Mesa 

21 Metcalf, Eric WR 5-10 188 1/23/68 9 Texas 

85 Oliver, Jimmy WR 5-10 173 1/30/73 2. Texas Christian 
86 Pupunu, Alfred TE 6-2 265 10/17/69 5 WeberState 

87 Roche, Brian TE 6-4 255 5/5/73 1 San Jose State 
80 Still, Bryan WR 5-11 174 6/3/74 1 Virginia Tech 

# DEFENSIVE LINE WT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

90 Coleman, Marco —-«DE.-«G-3. 267 12/18/69 5 Georgia Tech 

93 Davis, Reuben OT 6-5 320 5/7/65 9 North Carolina 
95 Edwards, Vernon DE 6-4 255 6/23/72 1 Southern Methodist 
95 Fuller, William DE 6-3 280 3/8/62 11 North Carolina 
63 Ivey, Pat DE 6-4 255 12/27/72 1 Missouri 

99 Johnson, Raylee © DE 6-3 272 6/1/70 4 Arkansas 

98 Lee, Shawn OT 6-2 300 10/24/66 9 North Alabama 
97 Parrella, John DT 6-3 290 11/22/69 4 Nebraska 

96 Sasa, Don OT 6-2 286 9/16/72 2 Washington State 
92 Soli, Junior OT 6-2 290 11/15/74 1 Arkansas 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS WT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

44 Castle, Eric 8 212 3/15/70 Oregon 

31 Clark, Willie CB 5-10 186 1/6/72 Notre Dame 

38 Dumas, Mike S 5-11 198 3/18/69 Indiana 

28 Harper, Owayne cB 5-11 


x 
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174 3/29/66 9 South Carolina State 
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2 
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37 Harrison, Rodney 12/15/72 3 Western Iinois 
38 Hendrix, David s 213. 5/29/72 Georgia Tech 
40 Montreuil, Mark = CB 200 12/29/71 2 Concordia 
29 Shaw, Terrance CB 5-11 190 11/11/73 2 Stephen F. Austin 
41 Thomas, Johnny CB 191 8/3/64 Baylor 
# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
54 Cowart, Chris 1B 6-2 232 6/14/71 2 Florida State 
51 Cummings, Joe 1B 6-2 242 6/8/72 1 Wyoming 
54 Gouveia, Kurt 1B 6-1 240 9/14/64 10 Brigham Young 
56 Sapp, Patrick 1B 6-4 258 5/11/73 1 Clemson 
55 Seau, Junior LB 6-3 255 01/19/69 7 Southern California 
# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
2 Bennett, Darren P 6-5 235 1/9/65 2 NONE 
3 Carney, John K 541 170 4/20/64 9 Notre Dame 
# FREE AGENTS POS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
58 Bush, Lewis* LB 6-2 245 12/2/69 4 Washington State 
83 Coleman, Andre = WR 5-9 165 1/18/71 3 Kansas State 
73 Davis, 'saac G 6-3 320 4/8/72 3. Arkansas 
60 Engel, Greg C 6-3 285 1/18/71 3 Illinois 
52 Gordon, Dwayney LB «6-1 240 11/2/69 4 New Hampshire 
46 Harrell, Maurice" TE 6-4 245 4/10/72 1 Georgia 
88 May, Deems* TE 6-4 263 3/6/69 5 North Carolina 
89 Mitchell, Shannon TE 6-2 245 3/28/72 3. Georgia 
70 Parker, Vaughn T 63 296 6/5/71 3 UCLA 
42 Russell, Leonard «RB «6-2 240 11/17/69 6 Arizona State 
72 Swayne, Harry* T 65 295 2/2/65 10 Rutgers 
59 Young, Glen* 1B 6-3 235 5/2/69 2 Syracuse 

* Unrestricted Free Agent 
RND PICK NAME Pos HT WT COLLEGE 
2 45 Freddie Jones TE 6-4 260 North Carolina 
3 74 Michael Hamitton LB 6-2 244 North Carolina A&T 
4 109 Raleigh Roundtree  T © 6-5 295 South Carolina State 
5 138 Kenny Bynum RB 5-11 191 South Carolina State 
5 146 Paul Bradford DB 5-9 185 Portland State 
6 178 Daniel Palmer C 6-4 290 AirForce 
7 218 Toran James 1B 6-4 247 North Carolina A&T 
7 Cal St-Sacramento 


237 Tony Corbin QB 64 «(215 
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Unlike fantasy baseball and basketball team owners, a fantasy football team 

owner needs to make roster moves just once a week. He can then sit back and 
watch his players on Sundays without having to check the box scores every day. There 
are an estimated 500,000 fantasy football leagues across the country, some more 
involved than others, and each may have its own rules. 


Fess football offers the armchair quarterback a unique sports experience. 


A League of Their Own 

This, then, becomes every fantasy team owner's first task: Know the league’s 
scoring rules! Player rankings at each position will be affected by scoring methods. 
In touchdown-only leagues, a goal-line runner (Marcus Allen, for example) may be 
as valuable as Barry Sanders. A back such as Larry Centers will be valuable only in 
leagues that credit players with both rushing and receiving yards. Some leagues 
deduct points from quarterbacks for interceptions. This can decrease the value of, 
say, Vinny Testaverde and Mark Brunell, who have had higher interception-to-touch- 
down ratios. 


Draft Strategy 

Your league’s rules will also help determine your draft strategy. Many fantasy 
leagues heavily weight quarterback production. You will need to draft a QB early in 
these leagues to secure a solid starter. In other leagues, passing touchdowns are worth 
just four points. Here, you don’t want to waste an early pick on a QB unless he is a 
proven franchise player, such as Brett Favre. 


Roster Size 

Keep your starting roster size in mind when drafting. Most leagues require two 
starting running backs. This will result in a quick drain of the known talent at the 
position; when coupled with the unpredictable nature at wide-receiver, it probably 
makes running back the pivotal spot on your roster. Look for backs who have a few 
consistent years behind them, and consider how they are used. Full-time starters who 
don’t come out on third downs are a better choice than a Dave Meggett-type back. 


Team System 

Always consider a team’s system and coaching when draft- 
ing. The run-and-shoot will produce good offensive numbers, 
and Tony Dungy will undoubtedly continue to improve Tampa 
Bay’s defense. An offense which is constantly trailing will cer- 
tainly put up bigger numbers than a team which sits on a lead. 


Talent Levels 

Rank players in talent tiers. Your first pick should always 
be used on a top-level player at his position (that is, Brett Favre, 
Jerry Rice, Emmitt Smith). There is a clear drop-off of talent 
after each handful of players. It is important to secure guys 
who will make an impact, so don’t place too much emphasis 
on position early. Get the best talent/ potential available. 


Maneuvering for Position 

Tight ends, kickers, and defenses should usually be draft- 
ed in later rounds. Tight ends Ben Coates and Shannon Sharpe 
may be the only exceptions here, but, again, know your rules. 
Some leagues require a starting tight end, while others lump 
the position with wide receivers. It’s nearly impossible to pre- 


The inside track 
on strategy and 
hidden performers 


by Dennis LePore 
Lake County (OH) News-Herald 


dict league leaders in kicking or defense, 
so before drafting these positions, be sure 
you have your starting five (1 QB, 2 RBs, 
and 2 WRs). 


Go for It 

Overly conservative fantasy coach- 
es rarely win. All the players are good— 
that’s why it’s called fantasy! An unex- 
pected star, culled from the middle 
rounds, usually means the difference 
between bragging rights and second 
place. Rookies may not contribute often, 
but Terry Glenn in 1996 and Curtis Mar- 
tin in ‘95 helped more than a few own- 
ers reach their fantasy championships. 
Don’t be afraid to use that ninth-round 
pick on a hunch. 


SLEEPER RUNNING BACKS 


(Projections are for carries, yards, and TDs.) 


Tshimanga Biakabutuka, Panthers 
Biakabutuka’s rookie season ended 
prematurely in week four with a knee 
injury, but he is expected to be the starter 
this year. He is a franchise-type back who 
has improved his pass-catching skills in 
the short time he has been working in the 
pro-style offense. 
Projection: 225-1,000-8. 


JOE ROBBINS 
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Ki-Jana 


Gary Brown, Chargers 

Brown gained over 1,000 yards for 
Houston in 1993, but fell victim to poor 
conditioning habits, and was out of foot- 
ball in ‘96. Just 28 years old, he has 
renewed dedication to himself and the 
game, having dropped 30 pounds, to a 
trim 233. “I’m more mature now,” he 
said. “My skills are still at a high level, 
and I want to prove it.” 
Projection: 245-1,000-8. 


Ki-Jana Carter, Bengals 
Carter is now the No. 1 running back, 
but the Bengals drafted Washington RB 
Corey Dillon as insurance. Carter could 
be a big sleeper if Cincinnati shores up 
its offensive line and develops a blocking 
fullback. When healthy, Carter is an 
explosive running back and a dangerous 
| receiver. He became a more instinctive 
| runner last year when he was used exclu- 
sively in short-yardage situations. 
Projection: 250-1,000-10. 


Chris Darkins, Packers 

A fine athlete, Darkins was on 
injured reserve last fall. He has all the 
tools and could very well get some action 
as a change-of-pace back. He is a hard 
worker with a nice combination of speed, 
hands, and strength. A powerful straight- 
ahead type, he can also juke a little bit. 
Projection: 140-600-5. 


Greg Hill, Chiefs 

Hill’s two 100-yard games came on 
artificial turf. He is a big sleeper if he 
replaces Marcus Allen as the featured 
back—a decision that has to be made by 
Marty Schottenheimer. This season will 
be Allen’s last in a Chiefs’ uniform. 
Projection: 200-850-5. 


Napoleon Kaufman, Raiders 

Ahard worker who has the potential 
to develop into an electrifying all-purpose 
scatback, Kaufman is on the small side 
(6-9), but has raw speed and is incredibly 
strong for his size. Al Davis wants a pow- 
er-running/deep-passing game, but he 
does not have the personnel for it. Kauf- 
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man is more of an outside threat, and the 
offensive line needs to be upgraded. 
Projection: 175-850-5. 


Leeland McElroy, Cardinals 

This exciting halfback with game- 
breaking speed isa sleeper if he gets reg- 
ular playing time. Scouts question the 
undersized youngster’s durability against 
constant NFL pounding, but used prop- 
erly, McElroy could emerge. 
Projection: 150-750-5. 


Natrone Means, Jaguars 

A better blocker than James Stewart, 
Means starts training camp this year as 
the No. 1 running back. With an addi- 
tional 10 pounds, Means really came on 
late in the year. He says the additional 
weight made him feel more powerful, 
and it showed with his determined run- 
ning in the last few weeks of the season 
and in the playoffs. 
Projection: 325-1,200-12. 


Tyrone Wheatley, Giants 

Wheatley could blossom under the 
Giants’ new offense because the backs will 
be catching a lot of short passes. Jim Fas- 
sell knows how to run an offense and get 
the most out of its dangerous weapons. 
Projection: 135-500-5. 


SLEEPER QUARTERBACKS 


(Projections are for yards and TDs.) 


Kerry Collins, Panthers 

Collins (11 interceptions) is an intel- 
ligent, confident young man with a rifle 
arm and no mobility. He emerged as a 
dependable quarterback last year; further 
improvement is expected this season. 
Projection: 2,800-20. 


John Friesz, Seahawks 

An extremely accurate pocket pass- 
er, Friesz (10 interceptions) will finally get 
a chance to start from day one, but he is 
injury-prone and has limited mobility. 
Projection: 


3,300-22. 
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Elvis Grbac, Chiefs 

Grbac (13 interceptions) displayed 
good leadership abilities and a strong 
arm when Steve Young went down with 
injuries in the last two years. But Grbac’s 
inconsistency, and the fact that he is mov- 
ing to a more conservative version of the 
West Coast offense, temper expectations. 
Projection: 3,000-20. 


Steve McNair, Oilers 

MeNair (15 interceptions) is still raw 
by NFL standards, but has a great arm 
and is quickly gaining a better under- 
standing of reading and reacting to var- 
ious defensive schemes. He has tremen- 
dous potential. He will also rack up yards 
and TDs with his scrambling ability. 
Projection: 3,300-22. 


SLEEPER WIDE RECEIVERS 


(Projections are for receptions, 
yards, and touchdowns.) 


Lake Dawson, Chiefs 

Dawson is a tough, athletic player 
with good hands. His only drawback is 
the lack of burner speed, but this should 
not stop him from making a big contribu- 
tion as he returns from knee surgery. He 
is expected to be ready for training camp. 
Projection: 80-1000-5. 


David Dunn, Bengals 

Dunn had a solid sophomore year, 
establishing himself as a competent No. 3 
receiver and reliable possession target. He 
is big, tough, and sure-handed, and will 
garner more action this season. 
Projection: 55-750-5. 


Bobby Engram, Bears 

Not a burner, but Engram has the 
hands and pro-style moves to develop 
into a reliable possession receiver. He 
runs very well after the catch and has a 
chance to be a regular this year. 
Projection: 75-950-5, 
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Joey Galloway, Seahawks 

Galloway’s expected breakout in 
1996 did not happen, but Seattle plans on 
moving him to flanker and making him 
the go-to guy in the offense. A 100-catch 
season is not out of the question. 
Projection: 90-1,450-10. 


Keyshawn Johnson, Jets 

A big, physical player who has a 
chance to develop into an exciting Her- 
man Moore-type producer. He is a future 
Pro Bow! player. 
Projection: 80-1,250-8, 


Chris T. Jones, Eagles 

The Eagles’ No. 2 receiver, Jones has 
size, hands, and running ability. Ray 
Rhodes wants to pass more this year out 
of the West Coast offense, and Jones fits 
into that scheme perfectly. 
Projection: 75-1,000-6. 


Johnnie Morton, Lions 

Morton steps into Brett Perriman’s 
position opposite Herman Moore, and he 
should have his first big year. Nota burn- 
er, he is elusive with good hands and 
runs well after the catch. 
Projection: 75-1,050-8, 


Eric Moulds, Bills 

Moulds has good size, reliable hands, 
and runs well after the catch. He does not 
have burner speed, but has a knack for 
making things happen and is a hard 
worker, He'll be the No. 3 man this year 
with a chance to start later in the season. 
Projection: 50-850-5, 


Muhsin Muhammad, Panthers 
Muhammad is big and fast with the 
ability to break tackles and run after the 


catch. He will be featured in the offense this 
year, with a chance to catch 70-80 balls — 
especially with the further development of 
third-year quarterback Kerry Collins. 
Projection: 80-1,100-7. 


Chris Sanders, Oilers 

Some of the blame for Sanders’ dis- 
appointing season has been placed on 
receivers coach Les Steckel and former 
offensive coordinator Jerry Rhome. Play- 
calling had been conservative, and not 
enough time was spent teaching Sanders 
the nuances of the position. Expect this 
explosive youngster to be featured more 
in the coming season. 
Projection: 70-1,200-8, 


Frank Sanders, Cardinals 

Strong and confident, Sanders is a 
possession receiver even though he is 
capable of making the big play. The Car- 
dinals will look his way more often in ‘97. 
Projection: 75-1,000-5. 


Rod Smith, Broncos 

The Broncos believe that Smith, a 
deep threat, and Willie Green will step up 
since Anthony Miller is on his way out. 
Projection: 55-900-6, 


Michael Westbrook, Redskins 

Westbrook had some loose cartilage 
removed from his left knee after the sea- 
son ended. Since talking with Art Monk, 
Westbrook said his attitude has changed. 
“Tam going to work out every day and 
come into camp stronger than I ever 
have been in my entire life,” he said. 
“I'm positive I can be unstoppable.” 
Projection; 75-1,200-5, 


SLEEPER TIGHT ENDS 


(Projections are for receptions, yards, and 
touchdowns.) 


Jamie Asher, Redskins 

Asher has good all-around skills. He 
can block, catch the ball in traffic, and go 
deep. Asher should contribute since Norv 
Turner likes to throw to his tight ends. 
Projection; 50-650-6, 


Eric Bjornson, Cowboys 

This Jay Novacek clone should sig- 
nificantly improve in his second full sea- 
son, allowing time for No. 1 pick David 
LaFleur to develop. 
Projection: 50-500-5. 


Troy Drayton, Dolphins 

Drayton finished strong but did not 
have a grasp of the offense after coming 
from St. Louis at midseason. He should 


produce with the benefits of a full train- 
ing camp and a new long-term contract. 


Projection: 40-500-5. 
Rickey Dudley, Raiders 


Dudley has tremendous potential 
and will improve every year. He has the 
athleticism, size, hands, and toughness 
to develop into a Pro Bowl-caliber per- 
former quickly. His blocking needs work. 
Projection: 50-600-6, 


COMEBACK CANDIDATES 
Robert Brooks, Packers 


Brooks returns after knee surgery last 
October as the main threat for the Pack- 
ers. The emergence of Antonio Freeman 
will hurt his production, however. 


Horace Copeland, Buccaneers 
Copeland's rehab is going well. The 
speedy wide receiver was coming off a fine 
mini-camp in ’96 when he tore his patella 
tendon in August, ending his season. 


Christian Fauria, Seahawks 

An impressive all-around player, 
Fauria can block, catch the ball in traffic, 
and stretch the defense. He will come on 
as the season progress 


Robet Smith, Vikings 

He has seen limited duty because of 
knee and hip problems the last four years. 
Always a sleeper because of his vast 
potential, he must prove more durable. 


Yancey Thigpen, Steelers 

Thigpen had surgery to speed the 
recovery of a stress fracture in his right 
foot. He expects to be at full strength by 
mini-camp and will start at wide receiv- 
er opposite Charles Johnson this year. 
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NOT A FANTASY LEAGUE PROGRAM 


sets else wants to jump 
- 10 inches higher? 


a 
RECORDS TEAM SCORING 
Points: 513, Houston (1961), Miami (1984) 
TEAM 10 ‘TOR TOP 1M MP 2PT FG FGA SAF POINTS 
New England 48 15 27 6 39 4 27 35 1 ANB 
Denver 47 20 26 1 46 0 2 28 0 391 
Cincinnati 43 14 25 4 41 2 23 28 0 372 
Baltimore 45 10 34 1 34 5 19 25 0 371 
Houston 35 12 22 1 35 0 32 38 2 345, 
Pittsburgh 39 18 15 6 37 2 23 30 0 344 
Oakland 38 7 28 3 36 0 24 31 2 340 
Miami 4 14 22 5 35 1 18 29 1 339, 
Jacksonville 33 13 19 1 27 5 30 36 0 325 
Buffalo 35 14 18 3 33 2 24 29 0 319 
Indianapolis 30 9 16 5 27 0 36 40 1 37 
Seattle 33 16 14 3 27 4 28 34 0 317 
San Diego 32 vi 23 2 31 0 29 36 0 310 
Kansas City 35 15 18 2 34 0 7 24 1 297 
NY Jets 33 8 22 3 26 2 7 24 0 279 
AFC Average 37.8 12.8 21.9 34 33.9 18 24.5 311 05 338.9 
RECORDS PASSING 


Completions: 404, Warren Moon, Houston (1991) 

Touchdowns: 48, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

Yards: 5084, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

Longest TD: 99 yards, Jim Plunkett to Clif Branch, L.A. Raiders (1983); Stan Humphries to Tony Martin, San Diego (1994) 
224+ ATTEMPTS ATT COMP PCT YOS AVG OT T0% LONG INT 
Elway, John, Den, 466. 287 «67.6 3328 7.14 26 56 S114 
Testaverde, Vinny, Bal, 549 325 59.2 4177 7.61 33 60 86t 19 35 34 270 887 
Marino, Oan,Mia, 373 221 59.2 2795 7.49 17 46 74 9 24 18 131 878 
Brunell, Mark, Jac. 557 353 634 4367 7.84 19 34 62 20 36 50 257 840 
Bledsoe, Drew, NE. 623 373 59.9 4086 6.56 27 43 84t 15 24 30 190 837 
Hostetler, Jeff, Oak, 402 242 60.2 2548 6.34 23 5.7 62 14 35 32 181 832 
Blake, Jeff, Cin 549 308 56.1 3624 660 24 44 Git 14 26 44 278 803 
Chandler, Chris, Hou. 320 184 57.5 2099 656 16 50 63t 11 34 25 153 797 
Humphries, Stan,S.D. 416 232 55.8 2670 642 18 4.3 63t 13 31 20 187 767 
Harbaugh, Jim, Ind, 405 232 57.3 2630 649 13 32 51 11 27 36 190 763 
Kelly, Jim, Buf, 379 222 586 2810 7.41 14 37 G7t 19 50 37 287 732 
Tomozak, Mike, Pit, 401 222 55.4 2767 690 15 37 70t 17 42 16 105 718 
Reich, Frank, NYJ, 331-175 529 2205 666 15 45 S2t 16 48 14 94 689 
Bono, Steve,K.C, 438-235 «53.7 2572 587 12 27 69 13 30 22 161 680 
Mirer,Rick,Sea, 265 «136-«51.3 1546 583 «5 «1,9 60 12 45 22 84 566 


INT% SACKS LOSS RATING] 
3.0 26 194 = 89.2 


PUNTING 


RECORDS 

Number: 108, Rick Tuten, Seattle (1992) 
Average: 46.9, Greg Montgomery, Houston (1992) 
Longest: 98 yards, Steve O'Neal, N.Y, Jets (1969) 


40 + PUNTS YARDS LONG AVG TB _BIK_OPPRET_RETYOS INZO NET AVG 
Kidd, John, Mia. 7% «636113 GST BBC GC 
Gardocki, Chris, nd. © «6B_—=«=i3105—'siBC (aT BBB 300 
Bennett, Darren, S.D. 87 3967 66 45.6 6 0 51 612 23 37.2 
Johnson, Lee, Cin. 80 363067 454171 BBO 
Hansen, Brian, 74 3293 69 44.5 8 0 40 429 13 36.5 
Roby, Reggie, Hou. 67 2079644 7 GT 25) 80) 
Tuten, Rick, Sea. 8 3748 «6841 71 RA 20 8S. 
Montgomery, Greg, Bal. 68 2980 67 43.8 5 J 27 273 23 378 
Barker, Bryan, Jac. 69 3016S 23.7 BCC Hs 88G 
Tupa, Tom, NE. 63; 2730245784384) 1488 
Rouen, Tom, Den. 65 2714 57 418 5 0 23 261 16 36.2 
Aguiar, Louie, K.C 88 «3667 «Bit «Ss 10'—is HB 
Mohr, Chris, Buf. 101 4194 80 45 13 0 40 246 27 36.5 
Milller, Josh, Pit. 55 2256 61 41.0 8 0 24 248 18 33.6 
Gossett, Jeff, Oak. 5722644 397 CBC 8K. 


t= touchdown 


© SIAIS 


RECORDS SCORING 


Points: 155, Gino Cappellett, Boston (1964) 
Field Goals: 36, Cary Blanchard, Indianapolis (1996) 
Extra Points: 66, Uwe von Schamann, Miami (1984) 


KICKERS XP. ae FG ny PIs 
Blanchard, Cary, Ind. 27 36 135 
Del Greco, Al, Hou, 35 os 32 sl 131 
Vinatieri, Adam, N.E. 39 42 «27 «35 «(120 
Carney, John, S.D. 31 31-29-36 118 
Hollis, Mike, Jac. a7 27 30 36 «117 
Peterson, Todd, Sea. 27 27) 28384111 
Pelfrey, Doug, Cin. 41 41 23) 28 «110 
Elam, Jason, Den. 46 46 21 28 109 
Ford, Cole, Oak. 36 36 «24 «31 108 
Johnson, Norm, Pit. 37 (37) «2330 106. 
Christie, Steve, Buf, 33° 33) 2429 105 
Stover, Matt, Bal. 34035 «19 5 
Nedney, Joe, Mia. 35 36 18 29 «89 
Stoyanovich, Pete, K.C. 34-34-17) 4 BS 
Lowery, Nick, NYVJ. (et Ai Om SZ J 
RECORDS 


Touchdowns: 23, 0.J, Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 


NON-KICKERS TO TOR Le TOM at a 


Martin, Curtis, N.E. W714 

Davis, Terrell, Den. 15 13 3 0 
Jackson, Michael, Bal. 14°20 «14 88 
Martin, Tony, $.D. 140 «14 84 
Pickens, Carl, Cin, 12 0 12 74 
Abdul-Jabbar, Karim, Mia, 11110 66 
Bettis, Jerome, Pit. Won 66 


Sharpe, Shannon, Den, 10 
Stewart, James, Jac. 10 
Alexander, Derrick, Bal. 
Coates, Ben, NE. 

Allen, Marcus, K.C. 
Brown, Tim, Oak 

Carter, Ki-Jana, Cin, 
Smith, Lamar, Sea. 
Johnson, Keyshawn, NYJ, 
Fenner, Derrick, Oak. 
Galloway, Joey, Sea. 
George, Eddie, Hou 
Harrison, Marvin, ind 
McDuffie, O.J., Mia. 
Stewart, Kordell Pit. 
Thomas, Thurman, But. 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind. 
McCatfrey, Ed, Den. 
Murrell, Adrian, NY. 
Russell, Leonard, S.D. 
Smith, Jimmy, Jac. 
Davis, Willi, Hou. 

Glenn, Terry, NE. 
Graham, Jeff, NYJ. 
Hastings, Andre, Pit. 
Reed, Andre, But 
Wycheck, Frank, Hou, 


Holmes, Darick, Buf. 32 
Warren, Chris, Sea, 32 
Byner, Emest, Bal. 30 
Hill, Greg, K.C. 30 
Morris, Bam, Bal, 30 


Penn, Chris, K.C. 
Scott, Darnay, Cin, 
Early, Quinn, But. 
Anders, Kimble, K.C. 
Dilger, Ken, Ind. 
Dudley, Rickey, Oak, 
Elway, John, Den, 
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AFC STATS 


NON-KICHERS TO TOR TOP TDM 2PT PIS) 
Hill, Randal, Mia. 0 0 24 


Jefferson, Shawn, N.E. 
Jett, James, Oak. 
Jones, Charlie, S.D. 
McGee, Tony, Cin. 
Miller, Anthony, Den. 
Sanders, Chris, Hou. 
Spikes, Irving, Mia. 
Brunell, Mark, Jac, 
McCardell, Keenan, Jac. 
Jackson, Willie, Jac. 
Johnson, Charles, Pit. 
Barnett, Fred, Mia. 
Chrebet, Wayne, NYJ. 
Craver, Aaron, Den. 
Harmon, Ronnie, Hou. 
Hobbs, Daryl, Oak. 
Means, Natrone, Jac, 
Moulds, Eric, Buf. 
Tasker, Steve, Buf. 
Byars, Keith, N.E. 
Gash, Sam, NE. 
Testaverde, Vinny, Bal. 
Belser, Jason, Ind, 
Bieniemy, Eric, Cin. 
Blades, Brian, Sea. 
Blake, Jeff, Cin, 
Coleman, Andre, 
Dunn, David, Cin, 
Fletcher, Terrell, S.0. 
Glenn, Aaron, NYJ. 
Kaufman, Napoleon, Oak. 
Kelly, Jim, Buf. 
LaChapelle, Sean, K.C. 
Lake, Carnell, Pit. 
McGinest, Willie, N.E. 
‘McNair, Steve, Hou. 
Mirer, Rick, Sea, 
Pegram, Erric, Pit, 
Pritchett, Stanley, Mia, 
Proehl, Ricky, Sea. 
Rison, Andre, Jac, 
Russell, Derek, Hou. 
‘Slaughter, Webster, NYJ. 
‘Smith, Rod, Den, 
Thigpen, Yancey, Pit. 
Turner, Floyd, Bal, 
Vanover, Tamarick, K.C. 
Woodson, Rod, Pit. 
Brady, Kyle, NYJ. 
Hearst, Garrison, Cin, 
Shedd, Kenny, Oak. 
Ambrose, Ashley, Cin. 
Anderson, Richie, NYJ. 
Arvie, Herman, Bal, 
‘Aska, Joe, Oak. 

Balley, Aaron, Ind. 

Ball, Jerry, Oak. 
Bartrum, Mike, N.E. 
Blackmon, Robert, Sea. 
Brantley, Chris, Buf. 
Braxton, Tyrone, Den. 
Broussard, Steve, Sea, 
Brown, Corwin, NE. 
Bruschi, Tedy, N.E. 
Buckley, Terrell, Mia 
Caldwell, Mike, Bal. 
Carolan, Brett, Mia. 
Carter, Dale, K.C. 

Clark, Willie, $.D. 

Cline, Tony, Buf. 

Cobb, Reggie, NYJ. 
Cothran, Jeff, Cin. 
Crockett, Zack, Ind. 
Cunningham, Rick, Oak. 
Daniel, Eugene, Ind 
Dawkins, Sean, Ind, 
Dawson, Lake, K.C. 
Douglas, Hugh, NYJ. 
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Fauria, Christian, Sea 
Floyd, Malcolm, Hou. 
Francis, James, Cin. 
Glover, Andrew, Oak. 
Gordon, Darrien, S.D. 
Green, Eric, Bal. 
Grier, Marrio, N.E, 
Harbaugh, Jim, Ind. 
Hasty, James, K.C. 
Herrod, Jeff, Ind. 

Hill, Sean, Mia. 
Hostetler, Jeff, Oak. 
Hughes, Danan, K.C. 
Hundon, James, Cin. 
Jackson, Calvin, Mia. 
Johnson, Reginald, 
Johnstone, Lance, 
Jones, James, Bal, 
Kinchen, Brian, Bal, 

Law, Ty, NE. 

Lester, Tim, Pit. 

Lewis, Darryll, Hou. 
Lewis, Jermaine, Bal. 
McDaniel, Terry, Oak. 
McNair, Todd, K.C. 
Meggett, David, N.E. 
Miller, Scott, Mia, 

Mills, Ernie, Pit. 

Milne, Brian, Cin, 
Mitchell, Pete, Jac, 
Norgard, Erik, Hou. 
Northern, Gabe, Buf. 
Ogden, Jonathan, Bal, 
Perry, Darren, Pit. 
Pollard, Marcus, Ind, 
Pritchard, Mike, Sea, 
Pupunu, Alfred, S.D. 
Richardson, Tony, K.C, 
Sherrard, Mike, Den. 
‘Spencer, Jimmy, Cin. 
Stablein, Brian, Ind, 
Thomas, Lamar, Mia, 
Thomas, Rodney, Hou. 
Thomas, Zach, Mia. 

Van Dyke, Alex, NYJ. 
\Wainright, Frank, Mia, 
Walker, Derrick, K.C. 
‘Warren, Lamont, Ind. 
Washington, Mickey, Jac. 
‘White, David, Buf. 
Williams, Calvin, Bal, 
Williams, Darryl, Sea. 
Williams, Ronnie, Sea. 
‘Wilson, Robert, Mia, 
Bruener, Mark, Pit. 

Dent, Richard, Ind. 
Drayton, Troy, Mia. 
Gardner, Carwell, Bal. 
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Jackson, Steve, Hou. hed 
Saleaumua, Dan, K.C. "2 
* Safety 

RECORDS RUSHING 


Carries: 390, Barry Foster, Pittsburgh (1992) 
Yards: 2003, 0.J. Simpson, Buffalo (1973) 
Touchdowns: 19, Earl Campbell, Houston (1979); 
Chuck Muncie, San Diego (1981) 


5D + YARDS ATT YARDS AVG LONG TD) 
Davis, Terrell, Den. 345 1538 4.5 7it 13 
Bettis, Jerome, Pit. 320 1431 4.5 50t 11 
George, Eddie, Hou. 335 1368 4.1 76 8 
Murrell, Adrian, NYJ. 301 1249 4.1 78 6 
Martin, Curtis, N.E. 316 1152 36 57 14 


Abdul-Jabbar, Karim, Mia. 307 1116 3.6 29 11 
Thomas, Thurman, Buf. 281 1033 3.7 36 8 


Kaufman, Napoleon, Oak. 150 874 58 77 1 
Warren, Chris, Sea. 203 855 42 51 5 
Hearst, Garrison, Cin. 225 847 3.8 24 0 
‘Allen, Marcus, K.C. 206 830 4.0 35 9 
Morris, Bam, Bal. 172 737 43 19 4 
Stewart, James, Jac. 190 723 38 34 8 


Russell, Leonard, S.D. 219 713: 3.30 21 


7 
‘Smith, Lamar, Sea. 153 680 44 29 8 
Hill, Greg, K.C. 135 645 48 28 4 
Byner, Ernest, Bal. 159 634 40 42 4 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind. 198 587 3.0 43 7 
Holmes, Darick, Buf. 189 571 3.0 37 4 
Pegram, Erric, Pit. 97 509 52 27 1 
Means, Natrone, Jac. 162 507 33 35 2 
Williams, Harvey, Oak. 121 431 36 #44 «#0 
Brunell, Mark, Jac. 80 396 50 33 3 
Aska, Joe, Oak. 62 326 53 38 1 
Blake, Jeff, Cin. 72 317 44 18 2 
Spikes, Irving, Mia 87 316 36 49 3 
Fletcher, Terrell, S.D. 7 282 37 #19 0 
Bieniemy, Eric, Cin. 56 269 48 33t 2 
Carter, Ki-Jana, Cin. 91 264 29 3it 8 
Hebron, Vaughn, Den. 49 262 53 47 O 
Elway, John, Den. 50 249 50 22 4 
Fenner, Derrick, Oak. 67 245 37 #17 «4 
Craver, Aaron, Den. 59 232 39 28 2 
Warren, Lamont, Ind. 67 230 34 53 1 
Anders, Kimble, K.C, 54 201:«-3.7 «15t 2 
Harbaugh, Jim, Ind. 48 192 40 21 1 
Mirer, Rick, Sea. 33° «191 5.8 33 2 
Testaverde, Vinny, Bal, 34 (188 5.5 22 2 
Groce, Clif, Ind, 46 184 40 24 0 
Hostetler, Jeff, Oak. 37, «179:«48 «17'~«1 
‘Stewart, Kordell, Pit. 39°«171 «44 80t 5 
MeNair, Steve, Hou. 31 169 5.5 24 2 
Bennett, Donnell, K.C. 36 «166 46 «34 «+O 
Hayden, Aaron, S.D. 55 166 30 13 0 
Crockett, Zack, Ind. 31 164 «5.3 25 O 
Thomas, Rodney, Hou, 49 151 3.1 24 1 
Anderson, Richie, NYJ. 47 150 32 17 1 
Harmon, Ronnie, Hou. 29°«131:«45 «225 «(1 
Galloway, Joey, Sea, 16 127 8&5 61 0 
Meggett, Dave, N.E. 40 122 31 12 0 
Chandler, Chris, Hou. 28 4113 40 16 0 
Bradley, Freddie, S.D. 32.109 34 17 «0 
Gardner, Carwell, Bal. 26 «108 42 19 O 
Broussard, Steve, Sea. 18 108° 7.1. 26t 1 
Grier, Marrio, N.E. 27 «105 39 26 1 
Cobb, Reggie, NYU. 2 8 34 #9 1 
Gannon, Rich, K.C. 12 «81 68 19 0 
Parmalee, Bernie, Mia, 25. 80 92 17 0 
Hastings, Andre, Pit. 4° 71178 37 0 
Workman, Vince, Ind. 26 ATO EZR AT! 0) 
Witman, Jon, Pit. 7 #69 41 15 O 
Kelly, Jim, Buf, 19 66 35 22 2 
RECORDS RECEIVING 


Receptions: 101, Charley Hennigan, Houston (1964) 
Yards: 1746, Charley Hennigan, Houston (1961) 
Touchdowns: 18, Mark Clayton, Miami (1984) 


10 + CATCHES NO_ YARDS AVG LONG 10) 
Pickens, Carl, Cin, 100 1180 11.8 6It 12 
Glenn, Terry, N.E, 90 1132 126 37t 6 
Brown, Tim, Oak. 90 1104 123 42 9 


Martin, Tony, S.D. 85 1171 13.8 55 14 
McCardell, Keenan, Jac. 85 1129 133 52 3 
Chrebet, Wayne, NYJ. 84 909 108 44 3 
Smith, Jimmy, Jac. 83 1244 15.0 62 7 
Sharpe, Shannon, Den. 80 1062 133 51 10 
Jackson, Michael, Bal. 76 1201 15.8 86t 14 
McDuffie, 0.J., Mia, 74 918 124 36 8 
Hastings, Andre, Pit 72 739 103 38 

Reed, Andre, Buf. 66 1036 157 67t 6 
Harrison, Marvin, Ind. 64 836 «13.1 41 8 
Johnson, Keyshawn, NYJ. 63 844 134 50 8 
Alexander, Derrick, Bal. 62 1099 17.7 64t 9 
Coates, Ben, N.E. 62 682 11.0 84t 9 
Fletcher, Terrell, S.0. 61 476 «7.8 41 2 
Johnson, Charles, Pit. 60 1008 168 70t 3 
Anders, Kimble, K.C. 60 529 88 45 2 
Scott, Darnay, Cin. 58 833 14.4 50t 5 
Galloway, Joey,Sea. 57 987 17.3 65t 7 
Miller, Anthony, Den. 56 735 131 46 3 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind. $6 428 76 30 0 
Kinchen, Brian, Bal. 55 581 106 29 1 
Dawkins, Sean, Ind, 54751 139 42 1 
Wycheck, Frank,Hou. 63 511 96 29 6 
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10 AM TO LAST WEST COAST GAME 


4 WOODS CENTRE FRIARS HILLS ROAD ST. JOHNS, ANTIGUA 
=D, OFFSHORE WAGERING INTERN'L PLAYERS’ FUNDS ARE SECURED ON DEPOSIT IN SWISS AMERICAN BANK LTD. 
= © 1997 OWI 


AFC STATS 


10 + CATCHES NO_ YARDS AVG LONG 1D) 


Mitchell, Pete, Jac. 52.575 «(11.1 30 
Early, Quinn, Buf. 50 798 16.0 95t 
Graham, Jeff, NYJ. 50 788 15.8 78t 
Jefferson, Shawn, NE. 50 771 15.4 42 
Penn, Chris, K.C. 49 628 128 22 


Sanders, Chris,Hou. 48 882 18.4 83t 
McCaffrey, Ed, Den. 48 553 11.5 39t 
Johnson, Lonnie, Buf. 46 457 99 33 


‘Martin, Curtis, N.E. 46 3330«7.2 «(41 
Hobbs, Daryl, Oak. 44 4230 «96 29 
Anderson, Richie,NYJ. 44 385 88 48 
Jett, James, Oak. 43 601 14.0 58t 
Blades, Brian, Sea. 43 556 129 80t 
Dilger, Ken, Ind. 42 503 120 51 


Harmon, Ronnie,Hou. 42 488 11.6 43 
Jones, Charlie, S.D. 41 524 12.8 63t 
Warren, Chris, Sea. 40 273 68 33 


Davis, Willie, Hou. 39 «(464«11.9 «(49 
Craver, Aaron, Den. 39297) 7.6 39t 
‘Turner, Floyd, Bal. 38 461) «121 27t 
McGee, Tony, Cin. 38 446 «11.7 22 
Barnett, Fred, Mia. 36 562 15.6 66 
Coleman, Andre,S.D. 36 486 13.5 50 
Davis, Terrell, Den. 36310 «86 23 


Russell, Derek,Hou. 34 421.«12.4-29 
Dudley, Rickey, Oak 34386114 62t 
Jackson, Willie, Jac. 33. «486147 58 
Pritchett, Stanley, Mia. 33 354 
Meggett, Dave, NE, 33-2928 B26 


Gash, Sam, N.E. 33 276 «84 (28 
‘Dunn, David, Cin. 32. 509 159 40 
Slaughter, Webster, NYJ. 32 434 13.6 53 
Byars, Keith, Mia.-NE. 32 289 90 27 
Bieniemy, Eric, Cin. 32 2720 85 42 
Fenner, Derrick, Oak. 31-252, B.123t 
Byner, Earnest, Bal. 30 270 90 40 


Stewart, James, Jac. 30 177 59 2it 
Drayton, Troy, StL-Mia. 28 331 11.8 51 
LaChapelle, Sean, KC. 27 422 156 69 
Allen, Marcus,K.C. 27-270 100 59 
Crumpler, Carlester, Sea. 26 258 99 26 
Thomas, Thurman, Buf. 26 254 98 69 


Morris, Bam, Bal. 25 242 «97 52t 
Pupunu, Alfred, S.D. 24 271: «11.3041 
Proehl, Ricky, Sea. 23° 309 «13.4 «(56 
George, Eddie, Hou. 23° 182 «79 «17 


Abdul-Jabbar, Karim,Mia.23 139 6.0 23 
Warren, Lamont, Ind. 22, «1747917 
Carter, Ki-Jana, Cin. 22 169 «77 «20 
Kaufman, Napoleon, Oak. 22 143° 6.5 19 
Williams, Harvey, Oak. 22 143 65 20 


Bettis, Jerome, Pit, 22 122 #55 16 
Hill, Randal, Mia. 21 409 195 61 
Tasker, Steve, Buf. 21 372 «17.7 «62 
Pritchard, Mike,Sea. = 21-328 15.6 44 
Vanover, Tamarick,K.C. 21 241 11.5 24 
Brown, Troy, N.E. 21 222 106 38 
Parmalee, Bemie,Mia. 21 189 90 17 
McNair, Todd, K.C. 21 181 «86 29 
McPhail, Jerris, Mia. 20 282 «141 52 
Moulds, Eric, Buf. 20 279 «+140 47 
May, Deems, S.D. 19 188 «499 39 
Cline, Tony, Buf. 19 117 62 15 
Bailey, Aaron, Ind. 18 302 168 40 


Fauria, Christian,Sea. 18 «-214«11.923t 
Stablein, Brian, Ind. 18 «#192 107 30t 
Johnson, Reginald, K.C. 18 189 105 26 
Stewart, Kordell, Pit 17 293 17.2 48 
Hughes, Danan, K.C. 7 #167 «98 26 


Brown, Derek, Jac. 7 141 83 16 
Van Dyke,Alex,NYJ. 17 118 69 12 
Pegram, Erric, Pit. 7 12 «66 14 
‘Murrell, Adrian, NYJ. 7 81 48 30 
Smith, Rod, Den. 16 237 (148 49t 
Sherrard, Mike,Den. 16 185 11.6 25t 
Holmes, Darick, Buf. 16 102 64 20 
Green, Eric, Bal. 15 150 10.0 23 
Brady, Kyle, NYJ. 15 144 «96 25 


Ota n aN ses os ws sot ON otc Ot sw ROOF HOO ON AA CCON SNH SONNINONOENNNWENADORNENROWWOVARO ROSA 


Carswell, Dwayne,Den. 15 85 57 11 


Cash, Keith, K.C. 14 80 57 20 
Russell, Leonard,S.D. 13 180 138 35 
Thomas, Rodney,Hou. 13 128 98 33 
Roche, Brian, S.D. 13° «111° «85 «(19 
Groce, Clif, Ind. 13° 106 «682 24 
Thigpen, Yancey, Pit. 12 244 203 39 
Bruener, Mark, Pit. 12 141 «11.8 36 


Hearst, Garrison, Cin. 12 131 109 40 
Chamberlain, Byron, Den. 12 129 10.8 17 
Crockett, Zack, Ind. 1 96 «87 «32 
Thomas, lamar,Mia. 10 166 166 34 
Floyd, Malcolm, Hou. 10 145 14.5 63t 
Mitchell, Shannon,S.0. 10 57 5.7 25 


reconos INTERCEPTIONS 
Number: 13, Lester Hayes, Oakland (1980) 

Yards: 349, Charlie McNeil, San Diego (1961) 

Longest TD Return: 103 yards, Vencie Glenn, 

San Diego (1987); Louis Ofiver, Miami (1992) 
Touchdowns: 4, Ken Houston, Houston (1971); 

Jim Kearney, Kansas City (1972) 


2 + INTERCEPTIONS NO YARDS AVG LONG TD} 
69t 


e+4404+cNcccce 


Braxton, Tyrone,Den. 9 128 14.2 1 
Ambrose, Ashley, Cin. 8 63 7.9 3it 1 
Buckley, Terrell, Mia. «6 «164-273 git 1 
‘Woodson, Rod, Pit. 6 121 202 43t 1 
Collins, Mark, K.C. 6 4 75 23 0 
McDaniel,Terry,Qak. 5-150 30.0 St 1 
Williams, Darryl,Sea. 55148-2968. 73t 1 
Perry, Darren, Pit. 5 115 230 2 1 
Lewis, Darryll, Hou. 5 103 206 53 1 
Langham, Antonio,Ba 5 59 118 28 0 
Harrison,Rodney,S.0. 5 56 112 29 0 
Spencer, Jimmy, Cin. 5 4 96 4 0 
Turner, Eric, Bal Se i 02) STR 
Glenn, Aaron, NYU. 4 113 283 100t 2 
Belser, Jason, Ind. 4 Bt 203 4ét 2 
Clay, Willie, N.E. 4 50 125 35 0 
Robertson, Marcus, Hou. 4 44 11.0 27 0 
Tovar, Steve, Cin. 4 42 105 24 0 
Schulz, Kurt, Buf. 4 2 60 19 0 
Kirkland, Levon, Pit 4) 12-30 5690 
Oliver, Louis, Mia. 3 110 367 60 0 
Jackson, Calvin,Mia. 3 82 273 6It 1 
Shaw, Terrance, S.0. 3 78 260 36 0 
lynch,Lorenzo,Oak. «3 75—«25.0 35 0 
Thomas, Zach, Mia. 3 64 213 27 1 
Francis, James, Cin. 3 61 203 42 1 
Blackmon, Robert,Sea. 3 48 160 38 0 

3 45 150 38 1 

304 «137 2 O 

3 39 130 34 0 
Daniel, Eugene, Ind. 3 35 117 3st 4 
Bellamy, Jay, Sea. 3 18 60 16 0 
Carter, Dale, K.C. a It oie 70 
Atwater, Steve, Den. Sette 7 eno 
Romanowski, Bil,Den. 3 1 03 1 0 
Clark, Willie, .D. 2 88 415 83t 1 
Gordon, Darien,S.0.. 2 55 275 55 0 
Davis, Anthony, K.C. 2 37 185 30 0 
Martin, Emanuel,Bu. 2 35 175 31 0 
Walker, Bracey, Cin. 2 35 175 35 0 
Crockett, Ray, Den. 2 34 170 34 0 
Buchanan, Ray, Ind. 2 32 160 2 0 
Green, Victor, NYJ. 2) 99771850 118) 0 
Hudson, Chris, Jac. 2.525) Jes zy, at 
Brown, Chad, Pit. 2 2 100 16 0 
Smith, Otis, N.E 2 2 00 1 0 
Hardy, Kevin, Jac. 2 19 95 13 0 
Seau, Junior, S.D. 2 18 90 10 0 
Washington, Lionel,Den. 2 17 85 23 0 
James, Tory, Den. 2y) 15" 975015 0 
Wooden, Shawn,Mia. 2 15 75 15 0 
Hitchcock, Jimmy,NE. 2 14°=« 7.0 «140 
Milloy, Lawyer, N.E. 2 14 70 14 0 
Figures, Deon, Pit. 2 13 65 13 0 
Morton, Mike, Oak. 2 1 65 13 0 
Myers, Greg, Cin. 2 10 50 10 0 
Henderson, Jerome, NE. 2 7 35 7 0 
Reynolds, Ricky, N.E 2 ge 3357 ar a0 
Ross, Kevin, S.D. Ee bes 88 uF 0 


Thomas, Dave, Jac. 2 7 35 8 0 
Houston, Bobby, NJ. 2 3 15 3 0 
Jones, Rod W., Ci CP Wee ify go.) 
Davis, Travis, Jac. 2 0 00 0 0 
Lewis, Albert, Oak. 2 0 00 0 0 
Orlando, Bo, Cin. 2 0 0.0 0 0 
Sawyer, Corey, Cin. 2 0 00 0 0 
Stevens, Matt, Buf 2 0 00 0 0 


reconps KICK RETURNS 


‘Number: 62, Andre Coleman, San Diego (1995) 
Yards: 1411, Andre Coleman, San Diego (1995) 
Longest TD: 106 yards, Noland Smith, Kansas City (1967) 
Touchdowns: 3, Raymond Claybor, New England (1977) 


20 + RETURNS NO YARDS AVG LONG 10) 


Vanover, Tamarick,K.C. 33 854 259 97t 7 
Gray, Mel, Hou. 50 1224 245 88 0 
Hebron, Vaughn, Den. 45 1099 244 59 0 
Spikes, Irving, Mia, 28 «681 243 59 0 
Bailey, Aaron, Ind. 43° 1041 24.2 g5t 1 
Woods, Jerome, K.C. 25 «581 232 66 0 
Moulds, Eric, Buf. $2 1205 232 g7t 1 
Meggett, Dave, N.E. 34 781 230 54 0 
Broussard, Steve,Sea. 43 979 228 86 0 
Dunn, David, Cin. 35 «782 223 90t 1 
Coleman, Andre,S.0. 55 1210 220 57 0 
Kaufman, Napoleon, Oak. 25 548 21.9 39 0 
Brown, Troy, N.E. 29 634 219 51 0 
Lewis, Jermaine, Bal. 41 883 215 44 0 
Kidd, Carl, ak. 29° 622 214 48 0 
Jordan, Randy, Jac. 26 553 213 73 0 
Cobb, Reggie, NYJ. 23° 488 «212 34 0 
Baldwin, Randy, Bal. 20 405 203 34 0 
Bailey, Henry, NYJ. 24 470 196 34 0 


reconps PUNT RETURNS 


Number: 62, Fulton Walker, Miami-L.A. Raiders (1985) 
Yards: 692, Fulton Walker, Miami-L.A. Raiders (1985) 
Longest: 98 yards, Terance Mathis, N.Y. Jets (1990) 


20 + RETURNS NO FC YARDS AVE LONG 1D) 
13 Bit 


Gordon, Darien, S.D. 36 537 149 

Smith,Rod,Den. 23 «15-283 :12.3 36 
Kinchen,Todd,Den. 26 4 300 11.5 40 
Meggett, Dave,N.E. 52 9 588 11.3 60t 
Hudson, Chris, Jac. 32 12 348 109 60 
Burris, Jeff, Buf. 27) 7 «(286 106 45 
McDuffie,O.J.,Mia. 22 24 212 96 19 
Lewis, Jermaine, Bal. 36 13 339 94 46 
Gray, Mel, Hou. 22 15 205 9.3 40 
Brown, Tim,Qak. 32 21 272 85 36 
Hastings, Andre,Pit. 37 12 242 65 33 
Chrebet, Wayne, NYJ. 28 16 139 5.0 15 


ecccococ-ocH 


RECORDS SACKS 
Number: 22, Mark Gastineau, N.Y. Jets (1984) 
5+ S403 ND Mm 
McCrary,M.,Sea. 13.5 65 
‘Smith, B., Buf. 13.5 6.0 
Brown, C., Pit. 13.0 6.0 
Sinclair, M., Sea. 13.0 6.0 
Thomas, D., K.C. 13.0 6.0 
Williams,A.,Den. 13.0 6.0 
),T.,Mia. 12.0 6.0 
McGinest, W., N.E. 95 Adams, S., Sea. 5.5 
‘Stubbs, D., Mia. 9.0 Hardy, K., Jac. 55 


8.0 Walker,G.,Hou. 5.5 
8.0  Geathers,J.,Den. 5.0 
8.0 Jeffcoat, J.,Buf. 5.0 
McGlockton, C.,Oak. 8.0 McCoy, T., Ind. 5.0 


Cook, A., Hou. 7.5 McDonald,R.,Cin. 5.0 
Simmons,C.,Jac. 7.5  Northem,G.,Buf. 5.0 
Brackens,T, Jac. 7.0 Smeenge,J.,Jac. 5.0 
Gildon, J. Pit. 7.0 Tanuvasa,M.,Den. 5.0 
Seau, J.,$.D. 7.0 Caldwell, M.,Bal. 4.5 
Slade, C., NE. 7.0 Hamilton,B.,NYJ. 4.5 
Dent, R, Ind. 65 — Lageman,J.,Jac. 4.5 


Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services, 
The truth about monitors, 
fr Newsletters vs. Telephone Services. 
[ How to win on your own. 


J 2) How to Bet Legally on Sports, 
~— International Sports Book Rankings, 


Are you overwhelmed 
by all the sports 
service ads every year? 


Don’t be! Get the nation’s most 
comprehensive, detailed report on the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the sports 
handicapping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
scenes and show you the real 

performances of over 100 of the 

most prominent sports services 
throughout America — complete with profiles 
on their records, reputations, owners, the public’s 
comments and countless other insights that will guide 
you skillfully toward a successful on. This review is 
jam packed with vital information that will enable you 
to distinguish the legitimate sports services from the 
disreputable ones, plus invaluable information on where 
to bet legally and safely over the telephone. 


Sports se 


all 


This seventh big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who’s on top and who's a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key to a 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 800-700-9406 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-700-9406! 


OR CLIP AND MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 
Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Please send me a copy of the 1997 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 
Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 
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STATE, ZIP 


NEC STATS 


RECORDS 
Points: 541, Washington (1983) 


TEAM. TR TOP__‘TM SAF 
Green Bay 9 39 8 
San Francisco 

Carolina 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

Atlanta 

St. Louis 

Detroit 

Arizona 

Minnesota 

Dallas 

Chicago 

NY Giants 

New Orleans 

Tampa Bay 

NFC Average 


POINTS 


RECORDS 


Completions: 377, Warren Moon, Minnesota (1995) 


‘Touchdowns: 39, Brett Favre, Green Bay (1996) 

Yards: 4614, Neil Lomax, St. Louis (1984) 

Longest TD: 99 yards, Frank Filchock to Andy Farkas, Washington (1939); George Izo to Bobby Mitchell, 

Washington (1963); Karl Sweetan to Pat Studstill, Detroit (1966); Sonny Jurgensen to Jerry Allen, Washington (1968); 
Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia (1985); Brett Favre to Robert Brooks, Green Bay (1995) 


224 + ATTEMPTS AT _COMP _ PGT AVG 1D _TO% LONG INT _INT% SACKS LOSS RATING 
214 «677 44 52 6 19 34 


vos T 
Young, Steve, S.F. 316 2410 7.63 97.2 
Favre, Brett, G.B. 325 599 3899 7.18 72 13 95.8 
Johnson, Brad, Min. 195 627 2258 55 10 . 89.4 
Detmer, Ty, Phi. 238 59.4 2911 13 80.8 
Aikman, Troy, Dal 296 63.7 3126 . 13 80.1 
Collins, Kerry, Car. 204 56.0 2454 6. x 79.4 
Frerotte, Gus, Was. 270 57.4 3453 7: 79.3 
Krieg, Dave, Chi, 226 599 2278 61 76.3 
Graham, Kent, Ari 146 53.3 1624 . 751 
Mitchell, Scott, Det. 253 57.9 2917 . 749 
Hebert, Bobby, Atl. 294 «60.2 3152 5 729 
Banks, Tony, StL, 192 52.2 2544 i 71.0 
Esiason, Boomer, Ari. 190 56.0 2293 6. . 70.6 
Everett, Jim, N.O. 267 «57.5 2797 . 694 
Moon, Warren, Min. 134 54.3 1610 5. 68.7 
Dilfer, Trent, T.B 267 55.4 2859 3: 64.8 
Brown, Dave, NYG. 53.8 2412 . 613 


RECORDS 

Number: 114, Bob Parsons, Chicago (1981) 

Average: 51.4 yards, Sammy Baugh, Washington (1940) 
Longest: 94 yards, Joe Lintzenich, Chicago (1931) 


40 + PUNTS NO YARDS LONG AVG B BLK OPPRET RET YDS IN 20 NET AVG} 
3386 63 


Wi 
Turk, Matt, Was. 75 451 11 4 24 82 
Landeta, Sean, St. i 36.1 
Sauerbrun, Todd, Chi i 349 
Thompson, Tommy, S.F. 382 
Feaales, Jeff, Ari 364 
Royals, Mark, Det. 334 
Barnhardt, Tommy, T.. 378 
Jett, John, Dal. 368 
Hutton, Tom, Phi . 351 
Hentrich, Craig, 6.B. . 363 
Horan, Mike, NYG. . 359 
Stryzinski, Dan, Atl 355 
Berger, Mitch, Min 324 
Wilmsmeyer, Kiaus,N.0. 87 325 
Stark, Rohn, Car. 36.0 


t= touchdown 


RECORDS 

Points: 176, Paul Hornung, Green Bay (1960) 

Field Goals: 37, John Kasay, Carolina (1996) 

Extra Points: 62, Mark Moseley, Washington (1983) 


KICKERS XP_XPA FGA _ PTS} 
Kasay, John, Car 145 
Wilkins, Jeff, S.F 130 
Boniol, Chris, Dal. 120 
Blanton, Scott, Was. 

Anderson, Gary, Phi. 

Jacke, Chris, 6.B. 

Andersen, Morten, Atl 

Sisson, Scott, Min 

Daluiso, Brad, NYG 

Husted, Michael, TB. 

Lohmiller, Chip. StL. 

Brien, Doug, N.0. 

Jaeger, Jeff, Chi 

Hanson, Jason, Det. 

Butler, Kevin, Ar. 

Davis, Greg, Ar 

Huerta, Carlos, Chi-Stl. 5 


RECORDS 
Touchdowns: 25, Emmitt Smith, Dallas (1995) 


NON-KICKERS TD_TOR TOP TDM 2PT PTS} 
0 


Allen, Terry, Was. 
Smith, Emmitt, Dal 
Watters, Ricky, Phi 
Fryar, Irving, Phi. 
Kennison, Eddie. St. 
Sanders, Barry, Det. 
Carter, Cris, Min 
Jackson, Keith, 6.B. 
Levens, Dorsey, 6.B. 
Walls, Wesley, Car. 
Moore, Herman, Det. 
Centers, Lary, Ari. 
Freeman, Antonio, 6.B. 
Rice, Jerry, SF. 
Mathis, Terance, Atl 
Bruce, Isaac, StL. 
Conway, Curtis, Chi. 
Reed, Jake, Min. 
Alstott, Mike, TB. 
Anderson, Jamal, At 
Beebe, Don, G.B. 
Carrier, Mark, Car. 
Emanuel, Bert, At 
Engram, Bobby, Chi 
Johnson, Anthony, Car. 
Metcalf, Eric, Atl 
Morton, Johnnie, Det. 
Popson, Ted, S.F 
Green, Harold, StL. 
Harris, Raymont, Chi, 
Jones, Chris T, Ph 
Perriman, Brett, Det. 
Phillips, Lawrence, St 
Shepherd, Leslie, Was. 
Haynes, Michael, N.O. 
Moore, Rob, Ar 
Young, Steve, S.F 
Asher, Jamie, Was. 
Bates, Mario, N.0. 
Brooks, Robert, 6.B. 
Calloway, Chris, NY. 
Johnson, LeShon, Ar 
Kirby, Terry, S.F. 
Lewis, Thomas, NYG. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


Play the Game in the Comfort 


of Your Own Living Room 
with “Spiro The Greek” 


Welcome to Olympic Sports, the world’s premier sports wagering service. 
Olympic Sports is a legal and safe offshore service based in the Caribbean. 
Weare fully licensed, bonded and insured. 

In this business, reputation is everything, so go with a company whose 
history is built in stone. Become a member of Olympic Sports, and start playing. 


\ 


SH2EG08 ‘a. 


Here Is What OLYMPIC SPORTS Offers You: 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


CONVENIENT ACCESS 


Olympic’s operators are trained to provide you with 
courteous, confidential and efficient service, and use 
state of the art computer technology to assure you of 
accurate and secure transactions. 


GUARANTEED PAYOFFS 


Your winnings are quickly transferred into your own 
personal account. Your account will be credited or 
debited immediately after the completion of the event 
wagered on. 


Our operators are available on weekdays from 
11:00AM (EST) through the last game on the schedule. 
On weekends, operators are available from 10:00AM 
through the last game on the schedule. On weekends 
during the football season, we are open 24 hours. 


FUTURES WAGERING 

Futures wagering is also available, which allows you to 
wager on upcoming events in advance. Examples: 
playoff teams, divisional winners and title winners. 


HALF-TIME WAGERING 


NO-FEE ACCESS 


Wager on the second half of many sporting events. 


ALL THE EXOTICS 


We offer the most complete line of sports wagering 
exotics in the industry. 


UNLIMITED WAGERS 


No limits. Wager up to the amount in your account. 
No minimums. 


Toll-free calls. No administration fees and no hidden 
costs. Free schedules. 


LAS VEGAS RULES 

Las Vegas Rules apply. If you are not sure about a cer- 
tain rule, call one of our customer-service representa- 
tives toll-free for clarification. 


OPEN AN OLYMPIC ACCOUNT 


Call us toll-free today. We will be happy to answer any questions you may have, and you 
can request your membership application and deposit information to open a new account. 
There is no minimum deposit required. And Olympic Sports will credit to your personal 
account the amount of the fee you pay for transferring your deposit money. Upon receipt 
of your application, you will be issued a personal identification number (PIN). 


CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY 


World’s Premier Zor 'C Sp 
Sports Wagering Service St 1-800-310-8755 
Py io OUTSIDE USA AND CANADA CALL 


1-809-953-6182 


Henderson, William, 6.8. 
Ismail, Raghib, Car. 
Johnson, Brad, Min, 
Johnson, Tony, NO. 
Johnston, Daryl, Dal 
Jones, Brent, S.F 
Jones, Brian, N.O. 

King, Shawn, Car. 
Koonce, George, G.B. 
Kozlowski, Brian, NYG 
Krieg, Dave, Chi. 
Lowery, Michael, Chi. 
Lyght, Todd, St. 
Lyons, Mitch, At 
Mamula, Mike, Phi. 
Martin, Kelvin, Dal 
Matthews, Shane, Chi 
McWilliams, Johnny, Ari 
Miller, Jamir, Ari 

Mills, Sam, Car. 
Muhammad, Muhsin, Car, 
Oliver, Winslow, Car. 
Palmer, David, Min. 
Peete, Rodney, Phi. 
Philyaw, Dino, Car, 
Pope, Marquez, S.F 
Preston, Roel, Atl 
Raymond, Corey, Det. 
Rison, Andre, 6.8, 
Robinson, Greg, StL. 
Ross, Jermaine, St. 
Sehorn, Jason, NYG. 
Spears, Marcus, Chi 
Thomas, William, Phi. 
Tobeck, Robbie, At 
Turner, Kevin, Phi 
Turner, Scott, Was. 
Uwaezuoke, Ineanyl S.F. 
Vincent, Troy, Phi 
Walker, Herschel, Dal 
Washington, Dewayne, Min 
Wells, Mike, Det. 
Westbrook, Michael, Was. 
Wetnight, Ryan, Chi. 
Willams, Aeneas, Ar 
Williams, Kar, 1.8. 
Willams, Kevin, Dal, 
Woolford, Donnell, Chi. 
Wright, Toby, StL 
Young, Bryant, S.F 
Banks, Tony, StL. 
Collins, Kerry, Car. 
Jordan, Andrew, Min 
Wiimsmeyer, Klaus, N.O. 
* Safely 


Centers, Larry, Ar 
Wheatley, Tyrone, NYG. 
Alstott, Mike, TB. 
Brooks, Reggie, T.. 
Garner, Charlie, Phi 
Heyward, Craig, At. 
Young, Steve, S.F 
McElroy, Leeland, Ari, 
Williams, Sherman, Dal. 
Green, Robert, Chi 
Biakabutuka, Tim, Car. 
Loville, Derek, S.F. 
Banks, Tony, StL, 
Mitchel, Brian, Was. 
Vardell, Tommy, S.F 
Floyd, William, S.F 
Oliver, Winslow, Car. 
Brown, Dave, NYG. 
Lynn, Anthony, S.F 
Lee, Amp, Min. 

Davis, Stephen, Was. 
Graham, Scottie, Min. 
Favre, Brett, G.B. 
Robinson, Greg, StL. 
Henderson, William, 6.8, 
Dilfer, Trent, TB. 
Logan, Maro, Was. 
Ellison, Jerry, 7.8. 
Jervey, Travis, 6.8. 
Shepherd, Leslie, Was. 
Downs, Gary, NYG. 
Hicks, Michael, Chi 
Johnson, Brad, Min, 
Graham, Kent, Ar. 
Rivers, Ron, Det. 
Mitchell, Scott, Det, 
Walker, Herschel, Dal 
Ismail, Raghib, Car 
Way, Charles, NYG, 
Rice, Jerry, S.F. 

Carter, Dexter, S.F. 
Detmer, Ty, Phi. 
Hebert, Bobby, At 
Neal, Lorenzo, N.O. 
Esiason, Boomer, Ari. 
Whittle, Ricky, N.O. 
Smal, Torrance, N.O. 
Conway, Curtis, Chi. 


NON-KICKERS 

Loville, Derek, S.F. 
Mitchell, Scott, Det. 
Owens, Terrell, S.F. 
Rhett, Errict, T.B. 
‘Salaam, Rashaan, Chi, 
‘Sanders, Frank, Ari, 
Zellars, Ray, N.O. 
Bennett, Edgar, 6.B. 
Bjornson, Eric, Dal. 
Floyd, William, S.F. 
Green, Willie, Car. 
Heyward, Craig, Atl 
Hoard, Leroy, Min. 
Howard, Desmond, 6.B. 
Ismail, Gadry, Min. 
Jeffires, Haywood, N.O. 
Moore, Dave, T.B. 
Small, Torrance, N.O. 
Smith, Robert, Min, 
‘Wheatley, Tyrone, NYG. 
Irvin, Michael, Dal. 
Birden, J.J., Atl 
Brooks, Reggie, TB. 
Davis, Stephen, Was. 
Dowdell, Marcus, Ari. 
Dunn, Jason, Phi 
Ellard, Henry, Was. 
Favre, Brett, G.B, 
Galbraith, Scott, Was. 
Grbac, Elvis, S.F. 
Griffith, Howard, Car. 
Lee, Amp, Min. 

Logan, Marc, Was. 
Mayes, Derrick, 6.8. 
McElroy, Leeland, Ari. 
Mickens, Terry, G.B. 
Neal, Lorenzo, N.O. 
Parker, Anthony, StL. 
Pierce, Aaron, NYG. 
Sanders, Deion, Dal. 
‘Smith, Cedric, Ari. 
Thomas, Robb, T.B. 
Toomer, Amani, NYG, 
Vardell, Tommy, S.F. 
Way, Charles, NYG. 
Witherspoon, Derrick, Phi, 
Esiason, Boomer, Ari, 
Harris, Jackie, TB. 
Walsh, Chris, Min. 
Wooten, Tito, NYG. 
‘Agnew, Ray, NYG, 
Aikman, Troy, Dal, 
Bates, Michael, Car. 
Blades, Bennie, Det. 
Brown, Tyrone, Atl 
Butler, LeRoy, 6.8. 
Carter, Dexter, S. 
Carter, Pat, Ari. 

Cox, Bryan, Chi. 
Cross, Howard, NYG. 
DeRamus, Lee, N.0. 
Detmer, Ty, Phi. 
Doleman, Chris, S.F 
Douglas, Maurice, NYG. 
Edwards, Anthony, Ari 
Evans, Doug, G.B. 
Faulkerson, Mike, Chi. 
Flanigan, Jim, Chi. 
Frisch, David, Min, 
Garner, Charlie, Phi. 
Green, Darrell, Was. 
Greene, Kevin, Car. 
Greene, Scott, Car. 
Guess, Terry, N.O. 
Hall, Rhett, Phi. 
Hampton, Rodney, NYG. 
Harper, Alvin; TB. 
Hawkins, Courtney, T.B. 
Hebert, Bobby, Atl 


VOR ZAOHOHHHABDADHOSBHBAMAHBAAAAMBABAAAAAAAAMAAAAMAAAAMAMAAAAG 


RECORDS 

Receptions: 123, Herman Moore, Detroit (1995) 
Yards: 1848, Jerry Rice, S.F. (1995) 
Touchdowns: 22, Jerry Rice, S.F. (1987) 


10 + CATCHES NO YARDS AVG a 10} 
Ri 


Jerry, SF 108 1254 

RECORDS Moore, Herman, Det. 1296 
Carries: 407, James Wilder, Tampa Bay (1984) Centers, Larry, Ar. 766 
Yards: 2105, Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams (1984) Carter, Cris, Min, 1163 
Touchdowns: 25, Emmitt Smith, Dallas (1995) Perriman, Brett, Det. 1021 
Fryar, Irving, Phi. 1195 

50 + YARDS ATT YARDS bt! LONG_ TD) Bruce, Isaac, StL. 1338 
Sanders, Barry, Det. 307° 1553 Conway, Curtis, Chi 1049 
Watters, Ricky, Phi 3531411 Emanuel, Ber, At 921 
Allen, Terry, Was, 347 1353. 3: Reed, Jake, Min, 1320 
Smith, Emmitt, Dal. 327 1204 3) Jones, Chris T, Phi 859 
Johnson, Anthony, Car. 300 1120 3, Sanders, Frank, Ari. 813 
Anderson, Jamal,Atl 232-1055 Mathis, Terance, Atl ™m™ 
Bennett, Edgar, G.B. 222 899 4, Aistott, Mike, 7.8. 557 
Hampton, Rodney, NYG. 254 827 Irvin, Michael, Dal. 962 
Harris, Raymont, Chi. 194748 3: Timpson, Michael, Chi 802 
Smith, Robert, Min. 162 692 4. Walls, Wesley, Car. 713 
Johnson, LeShon,Ar. 141634. 4 Moore, Rob, Ar 1016 
Phillips, Lawrence, StL. 193 632 Carrier, Mark, Car, 808 
Bates, Mario, N.O. 164 584 34 Freeman, Antonio, 6.8. 933 
Levens, Dorsey, 6.B. 121 566 4. Morton, Johnnie, Det. 74 
Kirby, Terry, S.F 134 559 44 Kennison, Eddie, StL. 924 
Rhett, Erict, 7.8. 176 539 3. Metcalf, Eric, At 599 
Green, Harold, StL 127 523 4, Lee, Amp, Min, 422 
Salaam, Rashaan, Chi, 143 496 3: Calloway, Chris, NYG. 739 
Hoard, Leroy, Bal.-Car-Min.125 492 3; Lewis, Thomas, NYG. 694 
Zellars, Ray, N.O. 120 475 Ellard, Henry, Was. 1014 


e000 scot coc oto sco oc oto + tot toc onconco+ocncccccccosc coc occ ec oS c ooo MSScSC Oe CSCO SCCo oe 


PRHHDAAHRHHARADARAADAADAPAAAADADADS OOO 


Stroet & Smith's Pro Football 


"SPORTS WAGERING 


at the Grand Holiday Casino in Aruba offers 
SPORTS you wagering freedom at your fingertips — 

safe, easy and secure. With your minimum 
wager of $50 and minimum deposit of $500, THE SPORTS BOOK 
can immediately start serving all your sports wagering needs. 
And, because THE SPORTS BOOK is licensed, you can rest 
assured that your 
money is safe and 
secure. All phone 
conversations are 
taped for your 
protection. We 
provide high limits, 
security and most 


importantly, , 
convenience. J ePROMPT 
PERSONAL 

THE SPORTS BOOK offers the following: Privacy - all transactions are considered SERVICE 
Sports - football, baseball, basketball, tee Pe pero English °No 
hockey, and horse racing. nae pues fed NO bLey Sa ; eee 
All Types of - rules are the same 
as Las Vegas Spor EES 


jen - 7 days a week (All day ing, from 
thet first game of the day to the last). 


Easy Money Transfers - cashiers checks, 
credit cards, Western Union, and wire transfer. 


e10% BONUS* 
for joining. Free sport pager 
for ongoing accounts. Same 
day payouts, 7 days a week. 
We pay all transfer fees. 
To get more information about opening a Legal International Sports Wagering Account 


just call The Sports Book TOLL FREE at the Grand Holiday Casino in Aruba. 


SORTS 1-888-BET-CALL = 


(1-888-238-2255 ex #714) 


eeevcccscccccves eoeseecnes eee cececcsccccsscccscsessssessessscces eee recsccscsccascesvaccese 


Williams, Calvin, Bal.-Phi. 15 ; Carrier, Mark, Chi 

Hampton, Rodney, NYG ¥ Harris, Walt, Chi. 

Gamer, Charlie, Phi. 
10 + CATCHES NO YARDS AVG LONG TD) Laing, Aaron, StL. x 
Kirby, Terry, S-F 52 439° «8452 Howard, Desmond, 6.B. : RECORDS 
Watters, Ricky, Phi. 444 «87 Green, Robert, Chi ‘Number: 70, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1996) 
Small, Torrance, N.0. 558 11.2 Bates, Mario, N.O. . Yards: 1791, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1996) 
‘Anderson, Jamal, At 473,97 Ismail, Raghib, Car. z Longest TD: 106 yards, Al Carmichael, Green Bay (1956); 
Bjornson, Eric, Dal. 81 Wheatley, Tyrone, NYG. i Roy Green, St. Louis (1979) 
Rison, Andre, Jac.-G.B. 126 Pierce, Aaron, NYG. Touchdowns: 4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967); 
Smith, Emmitt, Dal. 53 Hoard, Leroy, Bal.-Min. Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 
Green, Willie, Car. 133 
Hawkins, Courtney, T.B. 11.8 20 + RETURNS: NO YARDS AVG LONG TD} 
Haynes, Michael, N.O. 179 RECORDS Bates, Michael, Car. 33 998 3 
Turner, Kevin, Phi, 95 Number: 14, Dick Lane, Los Angeles (1952) Walker, Herschel, Dal. 27 779 28.9 
Johnston, Daryl, Dal. 65 Yards: 303, Deion Sanders, San Francisco (1994) Hughes, Tyrone,N.0. 70 1791 25.6 
Asher, Jamie, Was. 15 Longest TD Return: 102 yards, Bob Smith, Detroit (1949), Milburn, Giyn, Det. 64 1627 25.4 
Carter, Tony, Chi. 57 Erich Bares, N.Y. Giants (1961) Witherspoon, Derrick, Phi. 53. 1271 24.0 
Jackson, Keith, G.B 126 Touchdowns: 4, Eric Allen, Philadelphia (1993) Engram, Bobby, Chi, 25, 23.2 
Beebe, Don, 6.8. 179 Jackson, Jack, Chi 27 229 
Green, Harold, StL. 66 2+ INTERCEPTIONS COTS) = Mitchell, Brian, Was. 56 22.5 
Sanders, Deion, Dal. 132 Lyle, Keith, StL. 152 Williams, Kevin, Dal, 21 224 
Owens, Terrell, SF 149 Robinson, Eugene, 6.B. 107 Silvan, Nilo, TB. 28 224 
Westbrook, Michael, Was. 34 149 Pope, Marquez, S.F. 98 Carter, Dexter, S.F 4 22.2 
Jones, Brent, S.F. 13.0 Williams, Aeneas, Ari, 89 Wheatley, Tyrone, NYG. 23 
Thomas, Robb, TB. 129 Woolford, Donnell, Chi. Thomas, J.T, StL 30 
Engram, Bobby, Chi. 11.8 Butler, LeRoy, G.B. Preston, Roell, At 32 
Way, Charles, NYG. 103 Evans, Doug, 6B. McElroy, Leeland, Ari. 54 
Harris, Raymont, Chi. 93 Cota, Chad, Car. Metcalf, Eric, At 49 
Mitchell, Brian, Was. 89 Sehom, Jason, NYG. Howard, Desmond, @.B. 22 
Allen, Terry, Was. 61 Davis, Eric, Car Kennison, Eddie, Stl. 23 
Levens, Dorsey, .B. 73 Thomas, Orlando, Min. Ismail, Qadry, Min. 28 
Neal, Lorenzo, N.O. 63 ‘Smith, Kevin, Dal 
Bennett, Edgar, G.B. 57 Lyght, Todd, StL 
Harris, Jackie, 1.8. 11.6 Woodson, Darren, Dal. 
Birden, J.J., Atl 106 Abraham, Donnie, 7:8. 
Edwards, Anthony, Ar 107 Carter, Tom, Was. 
Chmura, Mark, 6.8. 132 McNeil, Ryan, Det. 
Brown, Tyrone, Ati. 11.6 Parker, Anthony, StL. 
Vardell, Tommy, S.F. 64 Griffith, Robert, Min. 
Williams, Kevin, Dal. 12.0 Zordich, Mike, Phi 
Moore, Dave, T.B. 88 Teague, George, Dal. 
Griffith, Howard, Car, 83 Hanks, Merton, S.F 
Lusk, Henry, N.O. 78 Vincent, Troy, Phi. 
Henderson, William, G.B. 27 75 Green, Darrell, Was. 
Carter, Pat, Ari. 127 Koonce, George, 6.8. 

F 11.6 Ellsworth, Percy, NYG. 

Floyd, Wiliam, S.F 76 Richard, Stanley, Was. 
Johnson, Anthony, Car, 74 Thomas, William, Phi. 
Whittle, Ricky, N.O. 62 Dawkins, Brian, Phi 
Muhammad, Muhsin, Car. 25 163 Newman, Anthony, N.O 
Martin, Kelvin, Dal. 25 152 Carter, Marty, Chi 
Sanders, Barry, Det. 24 61 Cook, Toi, Car. 
Brooks, Robert, 6.8. 15.0 Dodge, Dedrick, S.F 
Shepherd, Leslie, Was. 15.0 Lynch, John, TB. 
Logan, Maro, Was. 117 Jackson, Greg, N.O. 
Ismail, Gadry, Min 16.0 Sparks, Phllippi, NYG. 
Williams, Karl, TB. 11.2 Brady, Jeff, Min. 
Cross, Howard, NYG. 81 Terrell, Pat, Car. 
Evans, Chuck, Min. 61 Fuller, Corey, Min, 
Wetnight, Ryan, Chi. 106 Taylor, Bobby, Phi 
Preston, Roel, At 99 Blades, Bennie, Det. 
Dowdell, Marcus, Ar. 159 Harper, Roger, Dal. 
Jetfires, Haywood, N.O. 108 Washington, Dewayne, Min. 
Harper, Alvin, TB. 152 Patton, Marveus, Was. 
Seay, Mark, Phi. 13.7 Johnson, Melvin, TB. 
Jordan, Andrew, Min, 67 Nickerson, Hardy, TB. 
Stokes, Jal. SF 138 Armstead, Jessie, NYG. 
Dawsey, Lawrence, NYG. 18 129 Newsome, Craig, 6.8. 
Ellison, Jerry, T. 11.6 Marshall, Anthony, Chi. 
Hunter, Ernest, Bal.-N.0. 94 Tuner, Scott, Was. 
Mickens, Terry, 6.8. 89 Edwards, Brad, At 
Brooks, Bil, Was. 13.2 Campbell, Jesse, NYG. 
Metzelaars, Pete, Det. 86 McDonald, Tim, S.F. 
Heyward, Craig, Atl 105 Pounds, Darryl, Was. 
Loville, Derek, S.F. 86 Widmer, Corey, NYG. 
Dunn, Jason, Phi. 22.1 Jackson, Alfred M., Min. 
DeRamus, Lee, N.O. 124 MoNillian, Mark, N.O.. 
Johnson, LeShon, Ari. 176 117 Alexander, Brent, Ari. 
Conwell, Erie, StL. 164 10.9 Sanders, Deion, Dal. 
Ross, Jermaine, StL. 160 10.7 Molden, Alex, N.O. 
Oliver, Winslow, Car. 144-96 Dimry, Charles, TB. 
Smith, Ir, N.O. 14496 Doleman, Chris, S.F. 


RECORDS 

Number: 70, Danny Reece, Tampa Bay (1979) 
Yards: 875, Desmond Howard, Green Bay (1996) 
Longest: 103 yards, Robert Bailey, L.A. Rams (1994) 
Touchdowns: 4, Jack Christiansen, Detroit (1951) 


20 + RETURNS NO ia YARDS _ AVE LONG TD) 
Howard, Desmond, 6.8.58 875 15.1 
Kennison, Eddie, StL. i 423-146 78t 
Oliver, Winslow, Car. 17 898 11.5 
Mitchell, Brian, Was. 16 258 

Metcalf, Eric, Atl 9 296 

Palmer, David, Min. 20 216 

Martin, Kelvin, Dal, 10 373 

Engram, Bobby, Chi 19 282 

Carter, Dexter, S.F 7 317 

Dowdell, Marcus, Ar. 8 297 

Seay, Mark, Phi 14 305 

Milburn, Glyn, Det. 19 284 

Hughes, Tyrone, N.O. 20 152 


RECORDS 
Number: 21, Reggie White, Philadelphia (1987); 
Chris Doleman, Minnesota (1989) 


5+ SACKS NO 

Greene,K.,Car, 14.5 O'Neal, L, StL. 
Lathon,L,Car 13.5 Butler, L, GB. 
Fuller, W., Phi 13,0 _Elliss, L., Det 
Barker, RSF 12.5 Matthews, C., Atl, 
Rice, S., Ari 125 Turnbull, R.,N.O. 
Tolbert,T.,Dal. 120 Hall, T. At 
Randle, J.,Min. 11.5 Smith, C., Atl 
Young,B.S.E 11.5 Thomas, H., Det 
Doleman,C.,S.F 11.0 Ahanotu, C., 7.8. 
Martin, W.,N.0. 17.0 Dotson, S. 
Owens,R.,Was. 11.0 Jones, J, StL. 
Porcher,R.,Det. 10.0 Mills, S., Car. 
Carter, K., StL. 95 Owens, D., Atl 
Smith, F, Min, 9.5 Thomas, W., Phi 
Harvey,K,Was. 9.0 Bratzke, C., NYG. 
Sapp, W,, TB. 9.0 Flanigan, J., Chi. 
White, R., 6.B. 85 Jones, S., GB. 
Mamula,M.,Phi, 8.0 Joyner, S., Ari 
Spellman,A.,Chi, 8.0 —_Nottage, D., Was. 
Johnson, J.,N.O. 7.5 Strahan, M., NYG, 
Harrison, M.,Min. 7.0 Swann, E., Ari. 
Marts, LTB. 7.0 
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Street & Smith's Pro Football 


P.WAW.ETR 


SPORTSBOOK & CASINO 


UH /PHONE BASED 
SRR =" tr 


LEARN HOW HIOMWZNGlsis] TODAY | 


A NOANOUN 800°372°0333 


 FAIRGT LUNES & Dos 
NO FEES MG LIMITS www.PlayersOnly.com 


PROFESIONAL ERICHDLY, FUN 
NEXT DAUPAUMENT 


CONFIDENTIAL aan FREE. SPORTS PAGER* 
bs LICENSED INSURED ¢ EARN CREDIT TOWARD VACATIONS 


Players i a fully licensed corporation, please check your local laws before calling. Minimum deposit of $500, 
‘Some restrictions may apply, promotions are based upon deposit a 


SPORTS GAMING 


| l= i THEY CAN RUN, BUT THEY CANT HIDE... 
BE) FROM "THE PROFESSORS" COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


A 
|Operat combined 
lege 
football analysis 


Mark Gastineau “OWNS” 
Monday Night...and you'll 
own it too when you... 
hear Mark give you the 
right side personally... 
For only... $5 BUCKS!! 
Mark’s a Real Pro... 
10 year All Pro in the NFL 
; (CQYPre in The Know.” 
oy ip» CALL MARK EVERY MONDAY} fa 


a 
5 ; 5:900-976-MARK NOPER MINUTE CHARGE Rou sella 
y You rst be 18 yeas ero ca = .... AND NO HASSLE! POC Etter 


After 10 am “THURSDAY NIGHT THUNDER’. More Powerful Than THT! 


MI 
j i 
Football Boxing 
Baseball Hockey 
Basketball Horse Racing 
and more... 


wagering 
*xxx Continues To Be «xxx 


The most respected legal sports book in the Caribbean 
kkk 


ls OPEN A PLATINUM CARD 
Universal Welcomes Everyone To Visit ACCOUNT AND RECEIVE: 
Us At Our On Site Sports Book %* FREE SPORTS PAGER AND SERVICE AS 


Located In The LONG AS YOU REMAIN ACTIVE 
(5,000 Minimum Deposit) 
Casino Royale AND 
In St. Maarten, NA cpAz4! =PLATINUM ONLY! (pz! 
tohkk 


(RAzy! SUNDAY FOOTBALL — (42%)! 
Be Our Guest... Enjoy The tokk*k LAY- 105 kkk 
Fun-In-The-Sun and The Finest * NO LIMITS * 


Dining in the Caribbeans * §200.00 MINIMUM WAGER * 
Relas In our Exclusive V.I.P. Lounge ———— 
toto : For Further Information Call TOLL FREE at 
Call for Details! 800-222-3791 or 809-550-9604 
A 10% bonus will be applied to all Fax 809-550-8000 
opening accounts! or reach us on the Internet at: 
1,000 Minimsm Deposit) HTTP//WWW.CODETEL.NET.DO/SPORTSWAG 


MARKET PLACE 


ABAD SUNDAY?? = 
NO PROBLEM... 


SUPER SACK" 5 ™ 


YOUR “MAN” FOR A LOSS! ROH a 


You're only a $5dollar call away fr rom a uve yi ae 
“SUNDAY NIGHT bone SACK!! a 
Mark Gastineau and his “Sack k 


\LL MARK EVERY SUNDAY 
pee 2 600.976. MARK 


(Hh SENO7S-6 Sa b 7 i 


The> Best Things About 
Monday 


PRESENTED BY 


JUST FOR 


HAIRCOLOR | 


1996 NFL RECAP 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Eastern Division 


SUPER BOWL XXXI 


At Louisiana Superdome, New Orleans, LA, 


182 


W LT PCT PF PA January 26, 1997, Attendance: 72,301 
NewEngland 11 5 0 687 418 313 
Buffalo 10 6 O 625 319 266 Green Bay 1017 8 0 35 
Indianapolis 9 7 O .563 317 334 New England 14) 80) G7 0) S21 
Miami 8 8 0 500 339 325 
me SCORING | 
Central Division He teat 54 pass from Favre (Jacke kick) 
WoL T PCT PF PA peal Bak Die 
Pittsburgh 10 6 0 625 344 257 NE: Byars 1 pass from Bledsoe (Vinatieri kick) 
Jacksonville. 9° 7 0 563 325 335 NE: Coates 4 pass from Bledsoe (Vinatieri kick) 
Cincinnati 8 8 0 500 372 369 GB: Freeman 81 pass from Favre (Jacke kick) 
5 GB: FG Jacke 31 
ee , a H ey ao A GB: Favre 2 run (Jacke kick) 
eNmOrs. : NE: Martin 18 run (Vinatieri kick) 
GB: Howard 99 kick return 
Wester: Bivision PCT PF PA (Chmura pass from Favre) 
ecm TEAM STATISTICS | 
Kansas City 9 7 O .563 297 300 TEAM STATISTICS 
San Diego 8 8 0 500 310 376 GB NE 
Oakland 7 9 0 .438 340 293 Rushing Yards 115 43 
Seattle 7 9 0 438 317 376 Passing Yards 208 214 
Total Yards Gained 323 257 
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-38 5-39 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE ai co Enea 3-15 4-14 
Eastern Division PEE DON Ey of ve 
W LT PCT PF PA Time of Possession 34:15 25:45 
ee em INDIVIDUAL staTistiCs 
Philadelphia 10 6 O .625 363 341 INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Washington 9 7 0 563 364 312 Rushing: Green Bay-Levens 14-61, Bennett 
Arizona 7 9 0 .438 300 397 17-40, Favre 4-12-1, Henderson 1-2; 
N.Y. Giants 6 10 0 .375 242 297 New England-Martin 11-42-1, Bledsoe 1-1, 
Meggett 1-0. 
Central Division Passing: Green Bay-Favre 27-14-246-2 TD-0 
WEST (Ren RES PA Int; New England-Bledsoe 48-25-253-2 TD- 
Green Bay 13 3 0 813 456 210 4 Int. 
Minnesota 9 7 0 563 298 315 Receiving: Green Bay-Freeman 3-105-1, 
Chicago 7 9 0 438 283 305 Levens 3-23, Rison 2-77-1, Henderson 2-14, 
Tampa Bay 6 10 0 375 221 293 Chmura 2-13, Jackson 1-10, Bennett 1-4; 
Detroit 5 11 0 .313 302 368 New England-Coates 6-67-1, Glenn 4-62, 
Byars 4-42-1, Jefferson 3-34, Martin 3-28, 
Western Division Meggett 3-8, Brisby 2-12. 
W LT PCT PF PA Interceptions: Green Bay-Evans, Newsome, 
Carolina 12 4 0 .750 367 218 Prior, Williams. 
San Francisco 12 4 0 .750 398 257 Sacks: Green Bay-Butler, Dotson, White 3; 
St. Louis 6 10 0 .375 303 409 New England-Bruschi 2, Collons, McGinest, 
Atlanta 3 13 0 .188 309 461 Smith. 
New Orleans 3 13 0 .188 229 339 Missed Field Goals: Jacke 47. 
WILD CARD DIVISIONAL CONFERENCE SUPER BOWL 
GAMES PLAYOFFS =: CHAMPIONSHIPS XXXI 
Jacksonville 30 : Jacksonville 30 : 
BUFFALO. 27 DENVER 27 
i : Jacksonville 6: 
PITTSBURGH 42 : Pittsburgh 3; NEWENGLAND 20 : 
Indianapolis 14; NEWENGLAND 28 i 
i Green Bay 35 
: New England 21 
DALLAS 40 : Dallas We 
Minnesota 15 = CAROLINA 26 Carolina 13 
GREEN BAY 35 
SAN FRANCISCO 14 = SanFrancisco 14 = 
Philadelphia 0 : GREEN BAY 35 


PAST SUPER BOWLS 


Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10 
Green Bay 33, Oakland 14 

New York Jets 16, Baltimore 7 
Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7 
Baltimore 16, Dallas 13 

Dallas 24, Miami 3 

Miami 14, Washington 7 

Miami 24, Minnesota 7 
Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6 
Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17 
Oakland 32, Minnesota 14 
Dallas 27, Denver 10 
Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31 
Pittsburgh 31, Los Angeles Rams 19 
Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10 
San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21 
Washington 27, Miami 17 

Los Angeles Raiders 38, Washington 9 
San Francisco 38, Miami 16 
Chicago 46, New England 10 
New York Giants 39, Denver 20 
Washington 42, Denver 10 

San Francisco 20, Cincinnati 16 
San Francisco 55, Denver 10 
New York Giants 20, Buffalo 19 
Washington 37, Buffalo 24 
Dallas 52, Buffalo 17 

Dallas 30, Buffalo 13 

San Francisco 49, San Diego 26 
Dallas 27, Pittsburgh 17 

Green Bay 35, New England 21 


SUPER BOWL MVPs 


Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

Joe Namath, New York Jets 

Len Dawson, Kansas City Chiefs 
Chuck Howley, Dallas Cowboys 
Roger Staubach, Dallas Cowboys 
Jake Scott, Miami Dolphins 

Larry Csonka, Miami Dolphins 
Franco Harris, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Fred Biletnikoff, Oakland Raiders 
Randy White and Harvey Martin, 
Dallas Cowboys 

Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Jim Plunkett, Oakland Raiders 

Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
John Riggins, Washington Redskins 
Marcus Allen, Los Angeles Raiders 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
Richard Dent, Chicago Bears 

Phil Simms, New York Giants 

Doug Williams, Washington Redskins 
Jerry Rice, San Francisco 49ers 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
Ottis Anderson, New York Giants 
Mark Rypien, Washington Redskins 
Troy Aikman, Dallas Cowboys 
Emmitt Smith, Dallas Cowboys 
‘Steve Young, San Francisco 49ers 
Larry Brown, Dallas Cowboys 
Desmond Howard, Green Bay Packers 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


TODAY. 


He gave directions. 


Worked traffic at a busted stoplight 


during rush hour. 


Gave more directions, 


flipped on his lights and ran laps 


around the city’s outer belt. 


You never know who’s a fan. 


1997 NFL WEEKLY SCHEDULE 


Eastern Standard Times 


Saturday, July 26 
Buffalo at Denver 
Miami at Green Bay 
Pro Foothall Hal of Fame Game 
Minnesota v. Seattle (Canton) 5:30 
Sunday, Sly 27 
‘Chicago. Pittsburgh (Dublin) 1:00 


‘Sunday, August 31 
Philadelphia at NY. Giants 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
Now Orloans at St Louis 
‘Alanta at Detroit 
‘Aizona at Cincinnati 
Dallas at Pittsburgh 
Indianapolis at Miami 
San Diego at New England 
Oakland at Houston 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay 
Jacksonville at Baltimore 
Kansas City at Denver 
NY. Jets at Seattle 
‘Washington at Carolina 

Monday, September 1 
Chicago at Green Bay 


8 8888528322288 


(Open Dates: lant, Carona, 

‘St Loui, San Francisco) 

Sunday, October 5 

Dallas a N.Y. Glants 

Washington at Phitaelphia 

Tampa Bay at Green Bay 

Pittsburgh at Baltimore 

Detroit at Butfalo 

Cincinnati at Jacksonvile 

Kansas City at Miami 

Minnesota at Arizona, 

Houston at Seattle 

ANY Jes at Indianapolis 

San Diego at Oaland 

Now Orleans at Chicago 

Monday, October 6 

New England at Denver 


3 232228258335 


Sunday, November 9 
St. Louis at Green Bay 
Tampa Bay at Alan 

Detroit at Washington 
‘Arizona at Dallas 

Chicago at Minnesota 
Cincinnati at Indianapolis 
Kansas Cty at Jacksonville 
NY. Jets at Miami 

‘New Orleans at Oakland 

IY. Giants at Houston 
Carolina at Denver 

few England at Butfalo 
Seattle at San Diego 
Batimore at Pits 

Monday, November 10 

‘San Francisco at Philadelphia 


§ S8sssessabeees 


Saturday, December 13 
‘Washington at N.Y. Giants 
Pittsburgh at New England 

Sunday, December 14 
Philadelphia at Alanta 
Tampa Bay at IL. Jot 
Houston at Baltimore 
Jacksonville at Butfalo 


Detroit at Minnesota 
Green Bay at Caroina 
‘Arizona at New Orleans 
Kansas City at San Diego 
Seatile at Oakland 
Chicago at St Louis 

‘Monday, December 15, 
Denver at San Francisco 


SSssessess Be 


88 


‘Thursday, July 31 
New Eng ind at cen Bay 
Friday, 

Atanta at et 

nal at Indianaots 
Satur 


nconast See 
Chicago at Buffalo 

New Orleans v. Hou. (Memphis) 
WY. Giants at Baltimore 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City 

‘San Francisco at San Diego 
St.Louis at Minnesota 
Washington v. 8. (Ortando) 
‘Sunday, August 3 

‘Carolina at Jacksonville 
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ene Mt (Guadalajara) 


‘San Francisco at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
‘Washington at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Atanta 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
Buffalo at WY. Jets 
Houston at Miami 

New England at indianapolis 
NY. Giants at Jacksonville 
Green Bay at Philadephia 
Denver af Seattie 

Dallas at Arizona, 
Monday, September 8 
Kansas Gity at Oakiand 


8 Ssssesesseeess 


(Open Dates: Baltimore, Denver 
Kansas Gly, Oakland, San Diego, Seat) 
Sunday, October 12 
‘Alana at New Orleans 
Philadelphia at Jacksonville 
Devot tanga ay 
Groen Bay at 
But at New Engand 
Chacnnat at Houst 
Miami at LY Jets 
NY. Giants atrizona 
St Louis at San Francisco 
Carolina at Minnesota 
Incianapos at Ptsburgh 
Monday, October 13, 
Dallas at Washington 
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‘Sunday, November 16 
Seattle at New Orleans 
‘Arizona at MY. Giants 
Philadelphia at Baltimore 
Atlanta at St. Louis 
New England af Tampa Bay 
Washington at Dallas 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Denver at Kansas City 
Houston al Jacksonville 
Green Bay at Indianapolis 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Carona at San Francisco 
LY. Jets at Chicago 
Oakland at San Diego 

Monday, November 17 
Buffalo at Miami 


8 Sskeeeeaseeese 


‘Saturday, December 20 
Buffalo at Green Bay 

‘St Louis at Carolina 
‘Sunday, December 21 

New Orleans at Kansas City 
NX. Giants at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Washington 
(Chicago at Tampa Bay 
‘Batimore at Cincinnath 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
‘indianapolis at Minnesota, 
‘Altanta at Arizona 

San Diego at Denver 
‘Jacksonville at Oakland 
NY. Jets at Detrait 

San Francisco at Seattle 
Monday, December 22, 
New England at Miami 
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(Open Dates: Grcinnad, Houston 
“acksonvile Ptsbargn) 

Sunday, Soptember 14 
aurea NY Gas 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
‘zona at Washington 
Oakton a tanta 
Detot at Cheago 
Buta at Kansas City 

Mam at Green Bay 

New Oreans at San Francisco 
Slo at Dever 
Carolina at San Diego 
Seat at indanapats 

ANY dets at Ne England 
Monday, September 15, 
Piadelpha at Das 
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(Open Dates: Chicago, Green Bay, 
‘Minnesota, Tampa Bay) 
‘Thursday, October 16. 
‘San Diego at Kansas City 
‘Sunday, October 19 
Carolina at New Orleans, 
‘Astzona at Philadelphia 
‘Seattle at St, Louis 
‘San Francisco at Alanta 
‘Washington at Houston 
Jacksonville at Dallas 
New England at WY. Jets 
NY. Giants at Detrot 
Mo oan 
tsburgh at Cincinnati 
Denver at Oakiand 
‘Monday, October 20 
Buffalo at Indlanapois. 
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‘Sunday, November 23 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
‘arpa Gay at chicago 

fampa Gay a 

‘Arizona at Baltimore 
Dallas at Green Bay 
Fadnepts a vot 

a 

Miami at New England 
Minnesota at NL. Jets 
Carolina at St Louis 

‘San Diego at San Francisco 
‘Jacksonville af Cincinnati 
Kansas Cty a Seattie 

NY. Giants at Washington 
‘Monday, November 24 
‘Oakiand at Denver 
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POSTS 


‘Thursday, August 14 
Carolina at Kansas City 
y August 15, 
St.Louis a Dallas 
Saturday, August 16 
‘Arizona at Chicago 
Baltimore a Philadelphia 
Buffalo v. Green Bay (Toronto) 
Indianapolis at Seattle 
‘Miami at Tampa Bay 
‘Minnesota at Cincinnati 
New Orleans at Oakland 
NY. Jets at NY, Gants 
San Diego v. Houston Nashville) 1 
astiogan a tanta 


Sunday, 

Demme at New Engand 
Detroit at Pt 

Monday, August 1 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 


TEES 


(Open Dates: Arizona, Data, 
Philadelphia, Washington) 

Sunday, September 21, 

‘Detroit at New Orleans 

Kansas City at Carolina 
‘Chicago at New England. 
Baltimore at Houston 

‘Gakland at NY. Jets 
Minnesota at Green Bay 

NY. Giants at St. Louis 

Alanta at San Francisco 
‘indianapolis at Butfalo 
‘Cincinnati at Denver 

‘San Diego at Seatle 

Miami at Tampa Bay 
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‘Monday, September 22 
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville 


(Open Dates: Detroit HY, Jets) 
Sunday, October 26 
‘San Francisco at New Orleans. 
Cincinnati at NY, Giants 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
aneas Cty at St Louis 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Ballmore at Washington 
Denver at Butfalo 
Houston at Arizona 
Chicago at Miami 
Indianapolis at San Diego 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh 
Oakland at Seattle 
‘anta at Carona 
Monday, October 27 

ya New England 
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‘Thursday, November 27 
Chicago at Detroit 

Houston at Dallas 
‘Sunday, November 30 

New Orleans at Carolina 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia 

‘St. Louis at Washington 

‘San Francisca at Kansas City 
Baltimore at Jacksonvile 
NY. Jets at Butalo 
Indianapolis at New England 
‘Altanta at Seattle 

‘Tampa Bay at NY. Giants 
Pittsburgh at arizona, 

Miami at Oakland 

Denver at San Diego 

y December 1 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
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‘Thursday, August 21 
Detrait a Indianapolis 
Kansas City a St Louis 
New England at Philadelphia 
Washington at Miami 
Friday, August 22, 
lan al tecksonile 
Buttalo at Baltimore 
Houston at Dallas 
New Orleans at Chicago 
LY. Giants at GB. (Madison) 
NY. Jets at Tampa Bay (Orlando) 
Oakland at Arizona 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
San Diego at Minnesota 
Seattle at Cincianath 
y, August 23, 
‘San Francisco at Denver 
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(Open Dates: Buffalo, Indianapolis, 
‘Miami, New England) 
; September 28 
w Orleans at NY, 
‘Arizona at Tampa Bay 
Jacksonville at Washington 
Denver at Alana 
Houston at Pittsburgh 
Green Bay at Detroit 
St. Louis at Oakiand 
Chicago at Daas 
Baltimore at San Di 
NY. Jets at Cincinnati 
Seatile at Kansas City 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
Monday, September 29 
‘San Francisco at Carolina 
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(Open Dates: New Orleans, W.¥ Giants) 

Sunday, November 2 
St Lous at ttanta 
Tampa Bay at indianapolis 
Washington at Chicago 
Oakland at Carolina 
Balimore at NY. Jets 
Miami at Butfao, 
New England at Minnesota 
San Diego at Cincinnat 
Philadelphia at Arizona. 
Dalia at San Francisco 
Seattle at Denver 
clacksonville at Houston 
Detroit at Green Bay 
Monday, November 3 
Pittsburgh at Kansas Cty 


seeeeseeeeess 


Cincinnati 
Sunday, December 7 
St.Louis at New Orleans. 
NY. Giants at Philadelphia 
Green Bay at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Chicago 

Seattle at Baltimore 

Denver at Pitsburgh 

New England at Jacksonville 
Oakland at Kansas City 
Minnesota at San Francisco 
‘Washington at Arizona 
‘Alanta at San Diego 
Indianapolis at ALY. Jets 
Detroit at Miami 

Monday, December 8 
Carolina at Dallas 


8 2388385338225 


EAS on GAMES 


WILD CARD GAMES 
Saturday-Sunday, December 27-28 


DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
Saturday-Sunday, January 3-4, 1998 


AFC AND MFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Sunday, January 11, 1998 
SUPER BOWL HKHI 
(Jack Murphy Stadium, San Diego) 
‘Sunday, January 25, 1998 
RFC-NFC PRO BOW 
(Honolulu) 
Sunday, February 1, 1998 
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informatic 
for football, baske 
ficial Las Vegas lines updated all day long, 
¢ Weather Reports, 

© Injury Reports, 

¢ Great Situational Scoring, 

* Horse Racing, 

* Headline News and Much More, 

« The Exclusive ATS SuperChannel 

Which includes: 

Stats, * Sharp Money Moves 


Call For A FREE Brochure and 2 Complimentary 
Issues Of The ATS Weekly Review 


1-000-172-1267 


Resellers and conversions welcome! 


‘A must for serious sports po, 
4 fantasy fanatics, 
Fach issu is packed wih 
stats & trends 
scouting 
«injury reports 

* team logs 

* power ratings 

+ official rotation schedules 


Sulte 77 
Baltimore, MO 21208 


Visit our website at: www.atswins.com 
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